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referrirg from the rural areas nearbv Alexandria oy

14t p 34 % = sihviands . b iy i . e 2
within the city. They were subjected to - (13 Clirical eXaminatig,
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Stool specimens were obiained repeatedly and were exae

s
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microscopically after the Kato-Katz techniqu (; atz et al, 1970,

Lymnaea snait density and infection : Abis II village was the ares
chosen for snaii studies. In a pilet survey, after extensive search i
was cbserved that Lymnaea caillicudi was the only Lymunaes g ecieg
prevalent in the locality. Determination of species depended on the

riteria cescribed by Mandhal-Barth, (1862) and Frandsen & Christensep
(1984). Snail habitats were located in canals and drairs; 216 stationg
were fixed for the survey Monthly all stations were visited ang lym-

were coilected following the standard techrique aescribed

1000

-
1

naea snail
by Hariston, (1973). In the laboratory the snails were counted and
examined for trematodes by two methods : b

N
n

1. Shedding method : The snails were kept in the cold in refri.
gerator for cre hour, they were then exposed to light (Hodasi, 1972y

2. Dissection : The snails net shedding cercariae, were ¢
gently, the fleshy parts were macerated and Fasciols redige and im-
mature cercariae were ideniified. (Frandser and Christensen 1984).

b s p e

Monthly and seasonal distribution of Fascicle cases - A total of §
287 patients among those referred for diagnosis of fascicliacgis in the
pericd Cctober 1991 to September 1992 were considered positive,
Among them 151 were passing eggs and 1
ciagnosis depending on ciinical haematoiogic a:
It was observed that chronic cases presente
specific patiern. Acute cases presen
ruary anc¢ March, From April their

relative distribution in the four seasons
resented in summer (Jmeﬁ&g&si) and
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TABLE 2. Seasonal distribution of acute cases
October 1991 - September 1992

'_ I ¢

Acute cases '

Season !
' Number (%)

. L ——

Summer (June - August) 67 49.0
Autumn (September - November) 41 300
Winter (December - February) 10 7.0
Spring (March - May) 18 13.0
All year 136 100.0

TABLE 3. Lymnaea cailliaudi snail density and infection by month
in Abis II village.

No. of Fasciola infected snail
Month snail collected No. %
January (1991) 132 4 3.30
February 114 i3 11.40
March 177 10 5.64
April 118 0 0.00
May i79 3 1.67
June 76 22 28.94
July 82 23 28.04
August 4] i 16.60
September 46 8 17.39
October 83 10 12.04
November 114 23 20.10
December 150 14 §.30
Total 1277 i31 10.3¢
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Collected gnails Infected snail

Geason No. A No. a7
cymmer 1534 i2.8 48 28.0
Autumn 243 18.0 41 16.0
Wwinter 398 3i.1 31 7.8
Spring 474 371 13 2.7
Total 1277 100.0 131 10.3

Snail density and irnfection rate : During one }e‘t‘: aﬂd from all
stations 1277 Lymnaeg caillitudi snails were collected and examined,

e gverall infection rate wag 10.8%), In April no rnecced snails could
e detected. In June a large proportion of snails harbou}:ed ma‘cu e

@

o i
parasite stages while in July 289 of snails were cheddin
DISCUSSION

during epidemislogl
statement applies

The present work wag a trial fo study the transmission of fascio-
}iasis and tc correlate the seasonality of human infection with snail

nsity and infection. In Northern Delta, near Alexandria L. cailliqudi
/as the only snail intermediate host for Fasciola. Snail density increased
gradually in autumn, winter, spring and fell in summer to reach a
minimum in August. It is ‘p‘f@b‘?b;e that the higher temperature in
summer was deleterious and killed the majority of the snails, This
finding is in accord with the observation of Abdel Latif (1985), Abdel
Ghani (1960) and Selim et al., {1987) who were working in the vici My
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