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Letter from the Editor

Although neglected tropical diseases are a diverse group of conditions, they share a common feature: they are diseases of poverty.

Lymphatic filariasis is one of the neglected tropical diseases and affects around 120 million people globally, about 40 million of whom
suffer from the stigmatizing and disabling clinical manifestations of the disease.

In 2000, the World Health Organization (WHO) launched the Global Programme to Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis (GPELF),
with the goal of eliminating the disease by the year 2020.1n 2007, WHO published the Global plan to combat neglected tropical diseases
2008-2015 which promoted an integrated approach to the control of neglected tropical diseases, particularly as some of these are
spread by the same vectors and can be treated with the same medicines. GPELF is part of this comprehensive programme of efforts
whereby preventive chemotherapy, vector control and morbidity management are integrated and delivered as multi-intervention
packages. Not only can such integrated and coordinated activities result in considerable reduction in costs, they will bring greater
benefit to the affected populations.

Lymphatic filariasis is endemic in 3 countries in WHO's Eastern Mediterranean Region (Egypt, Sudan and Yemen). Both Egypt
and Yemen have completed S or more rounds of mass drug administration (MDA) with 100% geographical coverage and in Sudan
mapping is in progress. The current issue includes a paper on the use of polystyrene beads to control the mosquito population as a
supplement to MDA activities to eliminate lymphatic filariasis in Socotra Island, Yemen.

Hepatitis is a very different but important communicable disease, both globally and in the Region. One in 12 people worldwide is
living with either chronic hepatitis B or C, an alarming statistic. July 28, 2011 is the first official WHO World Hepatitis Day held in
conjunction with the World Hepatitis Alliance. The event aims to increases awareness and understanding of viral hepatitis caused by
the S main viruses A, B, C, D and E, which can result in acute and chronic infection, some with very serious sequelae.
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