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Letter from the Editor

Peer review of the articles received by EMH]J is not an optional requirement, it is a necessity. Reviewers are selected from the EMH]

database of experts identified for their proficiency and contribution in a particular area of health research and who consent to review
for the Journal. However, a need was felt to strengthen the capacity of reviewers to ensure the quality of the accepted papers. In this
context, the editors of EMH] ran training courses in 2009 and 2010 on writing a research paper and peer review which aimed to
guide researchers and reviewers towards improved research writing and peer review. All the courses were well received and so far
almost 400 researchers and editors have benefitted.

A study presented by EMH] at the Sth Regional Conference on Medical Journals held in Karachi, Pakistan in December last year
on compliance of authors with EMH] guidelines and scientific research reporting standards revealed that authors generally do not
adhere strictly to EMH] guidelines nor to research reporting standards. Until recently, EMH] policy has been to focus on the qual-
ity of the science and to correct deficiencies in presentation on editing; given the large and ever increasing number of submissions,
however, a stricter policy has now been adopted by the Journal.

Two EMH] staff members received training in WHO Headquarters, Geneva concerning the development of online manuscript
submission, paper management and publication of EMHJ and we are looking to initiate this in 201 1.

In 2011, EMH] intends to publish 12 single issues of the Volume 17. It also aims to bring out a special issue on neglected tropical dis-
eases prevalent in the Region and facilitate further workshops on writing/reviewing/editorial issues in the countries of the Region.
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