
  

The WHO RegioŶal OiĐe foƌ the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ĐoŶduĐted a seĐoŶd ƌegioŶal health diploŵaĐǇ seŵiŶaƌ oŶ ϭϲ-ϭϳ 
FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϯ iŶ Caiƌo, EgǇpt. The oďjeĐiǀe of the seŵiŶaƌ ǁas to disĐuss ǁith paƌiĐipaŶts fƌoŵ health aŶd foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ 
seĐtoƌs the ƌegioŶal pƌioƌitǇ issues ƌeleǀaŶt to the foƌthĐoŵiŶg sessioŶs of WHO goǀeƌŶiŶg ďodies’ ŵeeiŶgs iŶĐludiŶg the 
Woƌld Health AsseŵďlǇ iŶ MaǇ ϮϬϭϯ. The iƌst ƌegioŶal health diploŵaĐǇ seŵiŶaƌ ǁas ĐoŶduĐted iŶ MaǇ ϮϬϭϮ, iŶ ƌespoŶse to 
the iŶĐƌeasiŶg deŵaŶds fƌoŵ the Meŵďeƌ “tates to stƌeŶgtheŶ health diploŵaĐǇ ĐapaĐitǇ aŶd iŶteƌseĐtoƌal aĐioŶ ďetǁeeŶ 
health aŶd foƌeigŶ afaiƌs seĐtoƌs iŶ WHO’s ƌegioŶal ǁoƌk iŶ suppoƌt of the pƌioƌitǇ pƌogƌaŵŵes. 

The seŵiŶaƌ hosted iŶteƌŶaioŶal eǆpeƌts fƌoŵ the Gloďal Health Pƌogƌaŵŵe of the Gƌaduate IŶsitute of IŶteƌŶaioŶal aŶd 
DeǀelopŵeŶt “tudies ;GeŶeǀaͿ, LoŶdoŶ “Đhool of HǇgieŶe aŶd TƌopiĐal MediĐiŶe aŶd WHO headƋuaƌteƌs. PaƌiĐipaŶts iŶĐluded 
ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes of MiŶistƌies of Health aŶd MiŶistƌies of FoƌeigŶ Afaiƌs, as ǁell as peƌŵaŶeŶt ŵissioŶs to the UŶited NaioŶs 
OiĐe aŶd otheƌ iŶteƌŶaioŶal oƌgaŶizaioŶs iŶ GeŶeǀa fƌoŵ Meŵďeƌ “tates of the WHO EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ RegioŶ.  

DisĐussioŶs foĐused oŶ the ĐoŵŵoŶ ƌegioŶal issues aŶd the iŶteƌseĐiŶg aspeĐts of health aŶd foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ iŶ Đoŵpleǆ ŵuli-

stakeholdeƌ gloďal health. PaƌiĐipaŶts joiŶtlǇ ďƌaiŶstoƌŵed aŶd shaƌed peƌspeĐiǀes oŶ hoǁ the RegioŶ ĐaŶ estaďlish ĐapaĐitǇ 
iŶ this ƌegioŶ that eŶaďle it to plaǇ a ĐoŶstƌuĐiǀe aŶd aĐiǀe ƌole iŶ iŶlueŶĐiŶg gloďal, ƌegioŶal aŶd eǀeŶ ŶaioŶal health issues. 
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“It has ďeeŶ ŵy ďelief that health diploŵaĐy 
deserǀes soŵe ateŶioŶ iŶ a rapidly ĐhaŶgiŶg 
ǁorld. There is a Ŷeed for us iŶ the health 
seĐtor to haǀe a ďeter uŶderstaŶdiŶg of the 
liŶks ďetǁeeŶ health aŶd the ďroader poliĐy 
eŶǀiroŶŵeŶt iŶĐludiŶg foreigŶ poliĐy.”  
 

- Dr Ala AlǁaŶ, RegioŶal DireĐtor 



 

  Fraŵeǁork CoŶǀeŶioŶ oŶ Gloďal Health  

  – pillars for progress oŶ the right to health for ĐolleĐiǀe gloďal aĐioŶ  

ReĐogŶiziŶg the iŶĐƌeasiŶg tƌeŶd to 
pƌoŵote gloďal aĐioŶ aŶd adopt ƌights 
ďased appƌoaĐh iŶ health seĐtoƌ ƌespoŶse; 
FƌiedŵaŶ aŶd GosiŶ pƌopose a fouƌ-paƌt 
appƌoaĐh to aĐĐeleƌaiŶg pƌogƌess toǁaƌds 
fulilliŶg the ƌight to health aŶd ƌeduĐiŶg 
ďoth gloďal aŶd doŵesiĐ health iŶeƋuiies: 
ϭͿ ŶaioŶal legal aŶd poliĐǇ ƌefoƌŵ, 
ďƌiŶgiŶg the ƌight to health oďligaioŶs aŶd 
pƌiŶĐiples iŶĐludiŶg eƋuitǇ, paƌiĐipaioŶ, 
aŶd aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ iŶ desigŶiŶg , 
iŵpleŵeŶiŶg, aŶd ŵoŶitoƌiŶg health 
seĐtoƌ, aŶd adopiŶg all-goǀeƌŶŵeŶt-

appƌoaĐh iŶ adǀaŶĐiŶg the people 
ĐeŶteƌed health sǇsteŵ ƌespoŶse; ϮͿ 
applǇiŶg Đƌeaiǀe ƌights-ďased legal 
stƌategies, eŶhaŶĐe tƌaiŶiŶg, aŶd 
pƌogƌessiǀe iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶt of Đouƌt’s 
efeĐiǀeŶess aŶd legal judgŵeŶts; ϯͿ 
ŵoďilize Điǀil soĐietǇ aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
paƌiĐipaioŶ thƌough theiƌ eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt 
aŶd stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg theiƌ ƌole aŶd ĐapaĐiies 
to  Đlaiŵ aŶd adǀaŶĐe ƌight to health 
eleŵeŶts aŶd pƌiŶĐiples; aŶd ϰͿ 
“tƌeŶgtheŶiŶg Woƌld Health OƌgaŶizaioŶ 
to ƌesuŵe theiƌ leadiŶg Gloďal Health 
goǀeƌŶaŶĐe ƌole oŶ health aŶd huŵaŶ 
ƌights  to fuƌtheƌ ĐlaƌifǇ the iŶteƌŶaioŶal 
ƌight to health  aŶd eŶsuƌe sustaiŶaďle 
deǀelopŵeŶt assistaŶĐe aŶd ĐoŶfoƌŵ 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal legal ƌegiŵeŶs e.g. tƌade, 
iŶtelleĐtual pƌopeƌtǇ, aŶd iŶaŶĐe, to the 
huŵaŶ ƌights Ŷoƌŵs. 
 

Pƌoposed ǁaǇ of ƌeaĐhiŶg these fouƌ 
oďjeĐiǀes is seeŶ to ďe a gloďal health 
agƌeeŵeŶt – Fƌaŵeǁoƌk CoŶǀeŶioŶ oŶ 

Gloďal Health ;FCGHͿ – that ǁould eŶshƌiŶe 
the ƌight to health iŶ the gloďal health 
ageŶda, ĐeŶteƌiŶg it oŶ eƋualitǇ, eƋuitǇ, ŶoŶ
-disĐƌiŵiŶaioŶ, aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ, paƌiĐipaioŶ 
aŶd eŵpoǁeƌŵeŶt – the keǇ pƌiŶĐiples of 
the ƌight to health. The CoŶǀeŶioŶ ǁould 
also set Đleaƌeƌ staŶdaƌds oŶ pƌogƌessiǀe 
ƌealizaioŶ of iŶdiĐatoƌs aŶd states’ 
oďligaioŶs iŶ ƌegaƌds to the IŶteƌŶaioŶal 
CoǀeŶaŶt oŶ EĐoŶoŵiĐ, “oĐial, aŶd Cultuƌal 
Rights, GeŶeƌal CoŵŵeŶt No.ϭϰ, ǁhile 
eŶsuƌiŶg pƌopeƌ pƌioƌiizaioŶ of health iŶ 
otheƌ seĐtoƌs suĐh as tƌade, iŶǀestŵeŶt aŶd 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt.   
FƌiedŵaŶ aŶd GosiŶ eŵphasized that the 
ŶaioŶal poliĐǇ ƌefoƌŵ should ďegiŶ at the 
ǀeƌǇ top – ǁith iŶĐoƌpoƌaioŶ of the ƌight to 
health iŶto the ŶaioŶal ĐoŶsituioŶ to ďe 
tƌiĐkled doǁŶ to puďliĐ health legislaioŶs, 
poliĐies, staŶdaƌds aŶd guideliŶes. NaioŶal 
laǁs aŶd poliĐies should iŶĐoƌpoƌate 
pƌiŶĐiples of the ƌight to health, suĐh as 
eƋuitǇ, paƌiĐipaioŶ aŶd aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ. This 
ǁill pƌoǀide a solid fouŶdaioŶ foƌ aĐioŶ, 
ǁhetheƌ ƌelated to ƌefoƌŵs oƌ liigaioŶ to 
eŶfoƌĐe aŶd tƌaŶslate ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts to 
aĐioŶ.  
 

Authoƌs ideŶiied health iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aŶd 
iŶtelligeŶĐe as aŶ esseŶial health sǇsteŵ 
eŶaďliŶg fuŶĐioŶ to applǇ a ƌights leŶs iŶ 
suppoƌt of ŵoŶitoƌiŶg the pƌogƌessiǀe 
ƌealizaioŶ of ƌight to health aŶd eƋuitǇ aŶd 
iŶfoƌŵ poliĐies aŶd aĐioŶs foƌ the pƌoǀisioŶ 
of people ĐeŶteƌed seƌǀiĐes.  
 

IŶ this efeĐt, the suggested Gloďal 
Fƌaŵeǁoƌk CoŶǀeŶioŶ ǁould ofeƌ a 
legal ďiŶdiŶg plafoƌŵ foƌ ĐooƌdiŶaioŶ 
ďetǁeeŶ WHO, OHCHR, aŶd keǇ aĐtoƌs iŶ 
otheƌ oƌgaŶizaioŶs aŶd stakeholdeƌs, 
suĐh as the WTO, Woƌld BaŶk, IMF, ILO, 
UNODC, aŶd UNEP aŶd Ciǀil soĐietǇ. The 
authoƌs added that WHO should assuŵe 
its ĐoŶsituioŶal ŵaŶdate aŶd 
stƌeŶgtheŶ its oǁŶ ĐapaĐitǇ aŶd sĐale up 
its pƌioƌiizaioŶ of the huŵaŶ ƌights 
pƌiŶĐiples aŶd eleŵeŶts.  “uĐh 
ĐoŵpƌeheŶsiǀe appƌoaĐh to adǀaŶĐiŶg 
the ƌight to health suppoƌted ďǇ the 
gloďal fƌaŵeǁoƌk ĐoŶǀeŶioŶ Đould aĐt 
as a souŶd ĐouŶteƌǁeight to ǀaƌious 
iŶteƌests aŶd poliiĐal foƌĐes aŶd guide 
the iŶteƌŶaioŶal ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ to ĐaƌƌǇ out 
its ƌespoŶsiďle ƌole iŶ suppoƌiŶg 
ĐouŶtƌies to ŵeet theiƌ oǁŶ ƌight to 
health oďligaioŶs ďǇ iŶĐƌeased fuŶdiŶg 
foƌ health aŶd huŵaŶ ƌights, pƌoǀisioŶ of 
teĐhŶiĐal suppoƌt, faĐilitaioŶ of ŵuli-

stakeholdeƌ paƌtŶeƌships aŶd eǆĐhaŶge 
eǆpeƌieŶĐes aŶd lessoŶs leaƌŶed to 
adǀaŶĐe health aŶd huŵaŶ ƌights iŶ 
tƌade, health iŶǀestŵeŶt aŶd iŶaŶĐe, 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt aŶd otheƌ gloďal health 
pƌioƌiies.  

 

SourĐe: FriedŵaŶ, EriĐ & GosiŶ, 
LaǁreŶĐe ;ϮϬϭϮͿ Pillars for progress 
oŶ the right to health: HarŶessiŶg 
the poteŶial of huŵaŶ rights 
through a Fraŵeǁork CoŶǀeŶioŶ oŶ 
Gloďal Health. Health aŶd HuŵaŶ 
Rights, Vol ϭϰ, Issue ϭ ;JuŶeͿ 



  

Health iŶ the post-ϮϬϭϱ deǀelopŵeŶt ageŶda 

The high-leǀel ŵeeiŶg oŶ health iŶ the post-

ϮϬϭϱ deǀelopŵeŶt ageŶda took plaĐe oŶ ϰ-ϲ 
MaƌĐh, ϮϬϭϯ iŶ GaďoƌoŶe, BotsǁaŶa. It ǁas 
paƌt of a seƌies of gloďal aŶd ŶaioŶal 
theŵaiĐ ĐoŶsultaioŶs iŶ oǀeƌ ϲϬ ĐouŶtƌies 
aiŵed at deiŶiŶg the gloďal deǀelopŵeŶt 
goals ďeǇoŶd MDGs. The high-leǀel ŵeeiŶg 
oŶ health hosted ďǇ the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of 
BotsǁaŶa aŶd ĐoŶǀeŶed ďǇ WHO aŶd UNICEF 
ďƌought togetheƌ ϱϬ high-leǀel paƌiĐipaŶts 
fƌoŵ the MiŶistƌies of Health, heads of 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal oƌgaŶizaioŶs, ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes 
fƌoŵ Điǀil soĐietǇ aŶd pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ, 
aĐadeŵia, eǆpeƌts aŶd Ǉouth. It ǁas a 
ĐulŵiŶaioŶ of the pƌoĐess of ĐolleĐiŶg ideas 
aŶd lessoŶs fƌoŵ otheƌ ƌegioŶal aŶd ĐouŶtƌǇ 
ĐoŶsultaioŶs oŶ health, aiŵiŶg to ďuild a 
poǁeƌful ĐoŶseŶsus aƌouŶd keǇ issues, 
stƌategiĐ diƌeĐioŶs aŶd ƌeĐoŵŵeŶdaioŶs to 
ďe used as a ďasis foƌ the iŶteƌ-goǀeƌŶŵeŶtal 
deĐisioŶ-ŵakiŶg pƌoĐess lateƌ iŶ ϮϬϭϯ.  
 

PaƌiĐipaŶts agƌeed that despite of ĐeƌtaiŶ 
Đleaƌ aĐhieǀeŵeŶts of health MDGs, suĐh as 
ƌaisiŶg gloďal health to the ateŶioŶ of the 
highest poliiĐal leǀel, iŶĐƌeased deǀelopŵeŶt 
assistaŶĐe foƌ health, aŶd ĐoŶsideƌaďle 
iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶt of health status of the gloďal 
populaioŶ, theƌe haǀe ďeeŶ ĐeƌtaiŶ 
shoƌtĐoŵiŶgs. LaĐk of ateŶioŶ to huŵaŶ 
ƌights, eƋuitǇ aŶd good goǀeƌŶaŶĐe aƌe seeŶ 
as sigŶiiĐaŶt shoƌtĐoŵiŶgs of health MDGs 
that ǁill Ŷeed to ďe pƌioƌiized iŶ the post-

ϮϬϭϱ ageŶda. Fuƌtheƌ pƌogƌess ĐaŶ oŶlǇ ďe 
aĐhieǀed ďǇ foĐusiŶg oŶ huŵaŶ ƌights 
ǀiolaioŶs, ƌeduĐiŶg iŶeƋualiies, eliŵiŶaiŶg 
geŶdeƌ iŶeƋualitǇ aŶd all foƌŵs of 
disĐƌiŵiŶaioŶ.  

The ŵeeiŶg has ideŶiied the folloǁiŶg 
iŵpoƌtaŶt guidiŶg pƌiŶĐiples foƌ futuƌe 
health ageŶda: 
 HuŵaŶ ƌights, eƋuitǇ, geŶdeƌ eƋualitǇ, 

aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ aŶd sustaiŶaďilitǇ should 
ďe ĐeŶtƌal; 

 The appƌoaĐh should ďe people-

ĐeŶteƌed aŶd ƌights-ďased; 
 The goals aŶd iŶdiĐatoƌs should paǇ 

dulǇ ateŶioŶ to the ŵost ǀulŶeƌaďle, 
ŵaƌgiŶalized, sigŵaized aŶd haƌd-to-

ƌeaĐh populaioŶs; 
 The goals should eŶĐoŵpass ďoth 

health seĐtoƌs’ taƌgets aŶd otheƌ 
seĐtoƌs, ǁith iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of soĐial 
deteƌŵiŶaŶts of health; 

 The goals, taƌgets aŶd iŶdiĐatoƌs should 
ideŶifǇiŶg ŵeasuƌaďle taƌgets foƌ 
ŵoƌtalitǇ aŶd ŵoƌďiditǇ ƌeduĐioŶ at 
eaĐh stage of life. “tages of life should 
addƌess geŶdeƌ-ƌelated faĐtoƌs 
iŶĐludiŶg ŵateƌŶal health aŶd 
dispaƌiies iŶ aĐĐess to health seƌǀiĐes; 

 CouŶtƌǇ oǁŶeƌship aŶd the pƌoĐess 
itself ;Ŷot just the taƌgetsͿ should 
ƌeĐeiǀe ĐoŶsideƌaďle ateŶioŶ.  

 

MaǆiŵiziŶg health at all stages of life ǁas 
disĐussed as ďeiŶg aŶ oǀeƌaƌĐhiŶg health 
deǀelopŵeŶt goal, iŶ its tuƌŶ ĐoŶtƌiďuiŶg 
to the sustaiŶaďle ǁellďeiŶg foƌ all that 
Đould ďe aŶ oǀeƌall goal foƌ the post-ϮϬϭϱ 
deǀelopŵeŶt ageŶda. WithiŶ this, tǁo 
speĐiiĐ goals ǁeƌe deiŶed ďeiŶg:  
 

 AĐĐeleƌaiŶg pƌogƌess oŶ the health 
MDG ;ϰ,ϱ aŶd ϲͿ ageŶda: eŶdiŶg 
pƌeǀeŶtaďle ŵateƌŶal aŶd Đhild deaths; 
uŶiǀeƌsal aĐĐess to seǆual aŶd 
ƌepƌoduĐiǀe health seƌǀiĐes, iŶĐludiŶg 

faŵilǇ plaŶŶiŶg, espeĐiallǇ aŵoŶg 
Ǉouth; the eliŵiŶaioŶ of ŵalaƌia; 
aŶd iŵpleŵeŶiŶg the ͞)eƌo͟ 
stƌategies foƌ tuďeƌĐulosis aŶd HIV/
AID“; 

 ReduĐiŶg the ďuƌdeŶ of ŵajoƌ NCDs 
ǁith a foĐus oŶ the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt 
NCDs aŶd taƌgets: Ϯϱ% ŵoƌtalitǇ 
ƌeduĐioŶ ;foƌ ĐaƌdioǀasĐulaƌ 
disease, ĐaŶĐeƌs, ĐhƌoŶiĐ ƌespiƌatoƌǇ 
disease aŶd diaďetesͿ ďǇ ϮϬϮϱ, iŶ 
aĐĐoƌdaŶĐe ǁith the ƌeleǀaŶt WHO 
ƌesoluioŶ. 

 

“tƌeŶgtheŶiŶg health sǇsteŵs is esseŶial 
iŶ oƌdeƌ to addƌess health pƌioƌiies iŶ a 
people-ĐeŶteƌed sustaiŶaďle ǁaǇ. 
Gƌeateƌ ateŶioŶ should ďe paid to 
ŶaioŶal aŶd gloďal goǀeƌŶaŶĐe 
stƌuĐtuƌes aŶd iŶsituioŶal ĐapaĐitǇ. IŶ 
addiioŶ, siŶĐe a ĐoŶsideƌaďle poƌioŶ of 
health seƌǀiĐes is deliǀeƌed thƌough Điǀil 
soĐietǇ aŶd pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ, ǁaǇs to 
assuƌe ƋualitǇ aŶd eƋuitǇ iŶ the deliǀeƌǇ 
of health seƌǀiĐes should ďe deǀeloped 
ƌegaƌdless of the Ŷatuƌe of speĐiiĐ 
seƌǀiĐe pƌoǀideƌ.  
 

  



  

  

DUBAI DECLARATION ON MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

ReĐogŶiziŶg that uŶiǀeƌsal aĐĐess to 
ƋualitǇ health Đaƌe is a huŵaŶ ƌight, as 
eŶshƌiŶed iŶ the ϭϵϳϴ Alŵa-Ata 
DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ PƌiŵaƌǇ Health Caƌe aŶd 
aĐkŶoǁledgiŶg that iŵpƌoǀiŶg health of 
ŵotheƌs, adolesĐeŶts aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ is keǇ 
to aĐhieǀeŵeŶt of deǀelopŵeŶt goals, 
ŶoiŶg that ŵateƌŶal aŶd Đhild health is at 
the Đoƌe of ŵuliple iŶteƌŶaioŶal 
agƌeeŵeŶts aŶd stƌategies, oŶ JaŶuaƌǇ Ϯϵ-

ϯϬ, ϮϬϭϯ ͟ iŶ ĐollaďoƌaioŶ ǁith UNICEF 
aŶd UNFPA, WHO RegioŶal OiĐe foƌ the 
EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ oƌgaŶized a high-

leǀel ŵeeiŶg itled ͞“aǀiŶg the liǀes of 
ŵotheƌs aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ: aĐĐeleƌaiŶg 
pƌogƌess toǁaƌds aĐhieǀiŶg MDGs ϰ aŶd ϱ 
iŶ the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ RegioŶ͟. 
The iŵpoƌtaŶt eǀeŶt held uŶdeƌ the 
patƌoŶage of His HighŶess “heikh 
Mohaŵŵed BiŶ Rashid Al Maktouŵ, ViĐe-

PƌesideŶt aŶd Pƌiŵe MiŶisteƌ of the 
UŶited Aƌaď Eŵiƌates aŶd Ruleƌ of Duďai, 
aŶd his ǁife, PƌiŶĐess HaǇa BiŶt Al 
HussaiŶ, ǁas ateŶded ďǇ leadiŶg iguƌes, 
iŶĐludiŶg high-leǀel oiĐials fƌoŵ Meŵďeƌ 
“tates, keǇ paƌtŶeƌs, paƌliaŵeŶtaƌiaŶs, 
ŵiŶisteƌs of health, higheƌ eduĐaioŶ aŶd 
plaŶŶiŶg aŶd ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes of ƌegioŶal 
ďodies aŶd stakeholdeƌs. 
The tǁo-daǇ eǀeŶt pƌoǀided a plafoƌŵ foƌ 
a leadeƌship dialogue to iŶĐƌease the 
pƌoile aŶd ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to ŵateƌŶal, 
adolesĐeŶt, aŶd Đhild health ǁith a foĐus 
oŶ eƋuitǇ, faĐilitate poliĐǇ dialogue foƌ 
aĐĐeleƌated aĐioŶ toǁaƌds the 
aĐhieǀeŵeŶt of uŶiǀeƌsal aĐĐess to 
ŵateƌŶal, adolesĐeŶt, ŶeǁďoƌŶ aŶd Đhild 
health seƌǀiĐes iŶ the RegioŶ, disĐuss aŶd 
agƌee oŶ eǀideŶĐe-ďased paĐkages foƌ 
Đaƌe aŶd iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ stƌategies aĐƌoss 
the ĐoŶiŶuuŵ of Đaƌe, aŶd estaďlish a 
high-leǀel ƌegioŶal ĐoŵŵissioŶ foƌ ǁoŵeŶ 

aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ to ďe tƌaĐkiŶg pƌogƌess iŶ 
iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ, adǀoĐate aŶd ŵoďilize 
ƌesouƌĐes, aŶd hold ĐouŶtƌies aĐĐouŶtaďle 
foƌ iŵpƌoǀiŶg the liǀes of ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
ĐhildƌeŶ. 
OŶe of the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt outĐoŵes of the 
ŵeeiŶgs ǁas the DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ ŵateƌŶal 
aŶd Đhild health that speĐiied deiŶed 
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts foƌ the Meŵďeƌ “tates aŶd 
agƌeeŵeŶt oŶ pƌaĐiĐal ĐooƌdiŶaioŶ 
ŵeĐhaŶisŵs to aĐĐeleƌate pƌogƌess toǁaƌds 
MDGs ϰ aŶd ϱ iŶ the RegioŶ.  IŶ the 
DeĐlaƌaioŶ, ϮϮ ĐouŶtƌies of the ƌegioŶ aŶd 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal, ƌegioŶal aŶd ŶaioŶal 
ageŶĐies, stated theiƌ ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to 
aĐĐeleƌate pƌogƌess oŶ iŵpƌoǀiŶg ŵateƌŶal 
aŶd Đhild health ďetǁeeŶ Ŷoǁ aŶd the eŶd 
of ϮϬϭϱ. CoŶĐƌete ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts ǁeƌe the 
folloǁiŶg: 
 Deǀelop aŶd eǆeĐute a ŶaioŶal 

ŵuliseĐtoƌal, Đosted plaŶ foƌ ŵateƌŶal, 
adolesĐeŶt aŶd Đhild health ǁith Đleaƌ 
Đoǀeƌage taƌgets foƌ aŶ agƌeed paĐkage 
of iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs; 

 Addƌess soĐial aŶd eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal 
deteƌŵiŶaŶts of ŵateƌŶal, adolesĐeŶt, 
ŶeǁďoƌŶ aŶd Đhild health, suĐh as 
poǀeƌtǇ, geŶdeƌ, ǁateƌ aŶd saŶitaioŶ, 
ŶutƌiioŶ aŶd eduĐaioŶ thƌough 
stƌeŶgtheŶed ŵuliseĐtoƌal iŶiiaiǀes 
iŶĐludiŶg ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt; 

 Take ĐoŶĐƌete steps to stƌeŶgtheŶ 
health sǇsteŵs aŶd ǀital staisiĐs, 
iŵpƌoǀiŶg iŶfoƌŵaioŶ sǇsteŵs foƌ 
ƋualitǇ of data, paƌiĐulaƌlǇ thƌough 
ďeteƌ Điǀil ƌegistƌaioŶ; ďuildiŶg a 
skilled ǁoƌkfoƌĐe, aŶd iŵpƌoǀiŶg 
aǀailaďilitǇ of safe aŶd efeĐiǀe life-

saǀiŶg Đoŵŵodiies ǁith a ǀieǁ to 
ƌeŵoǀiŶg ďaƌƌieƌs aŶd ďotleŶeĐks aŶd 
pƌoǀidiŶg eƋuitaďle aĐĐess to ŵateƌŶal, 

adolesĐeŶt, ŶeǁďoƌŶ aŶd Đhild 
health seƌǀiĐes; 

 Pƌioƌiize ŵateƌŶal, adolesĐeŶt aŶd 
Đhild health iŶ the desigŶ aŶd 
iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ of huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ 
aĐioŶ aŶd pƌepaƌedŶess 
pƌogƌaŵŵes; 

 Estaďlish sustaiŶaďle iŶaŶĐiŶg 
ŵeĐhaŶisŵs, ŵoďiliziŶg doŵesiĐ 
aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal ƌesouƌĐes thƌough 
tƌadiioŶal aŶd iŶŶoǀaiǀe 
appƌoaĐhes, stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg ƌegioŶal 
solidaƌitǇ aŶd iŶĐƌeasiŶg ďudgets foƌ 
ďeteƌ health outĐoŵes foƌ all 
ŵotheƌs, adolesĐeŶts aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ; 

 Iŵpƌoǀe ĐooƌdiŶaioŶ aŶd 
aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ ďetǁeeŶ all paƌtŶeƌs 
– state aŶd ŶoŶ-state - aŶd pƌoŵote 
ĐoopeƌaioŶ ďetǁeeŶ ĐouŶtƌies 
ǁithiŶ the RegioŶ to iŶĐƌease 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal eǆĐhaŶge of 
eǆpeƌieŶĐes oŶ good pƌaĐiĐes aŶd 
lessoŶs leaƌŶed.  

 

 

htp://ǁǁǁ.eŵro.ǁho.iŶt/aďout-ǁho/ŵothers-aŶd-ĐhildreŶ/ďaĐkgrouŶd-doĐuŵeŶts.htŵl 

͞The haƌd tƌuth is that iŶ this 
ƌegioŶ, aƌouŶd ϯ9,000 ǁoŵeŶ die 
as a ƌesult of pƌegŶaŶĐy-ƌelated 
ĐoŵpliĐaioŶs aŶd aƌouŶd 9Ϯϯ,000 
ĐhildƌeŶ uŶdeƌ iǀe die of aǀoidaďle 
Đauses eǀeƌy yeaƌ,͟ said PƌiŶĐess 
HaǇa BiŶt Al HussaiŶ. ͞Ouƌ 
deǀelopŵeŶt as a ƌegioŶ, as 
iŶdiǀidual ŶaioŶs aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶiies, 
is depeŶdeŶt oŶ ouƌ aďility to 
Ŷuƌtuƌe ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ, to giǀe theŵ 
the ďest ǁe haǀe to ofeƌ, aŶd to 
eŶsuƌe they haǀe eƋual aĐĐess to 
eduĐaioŶ, to health, aŶd to eŶsuƌe 
they gƌoǁ iŶto healthy ŵotheƌs aŶd 
fatheƌs, aŶd uliŵately, healthy 
ĐiizeŶs. ͞ 



  

  

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY ϲϲ –  
ADVANCING WOMEN’S AND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH 

IŶ liŶe ǁith Duďai DeĐlaƌaioŶ adopted duƌiŶg 
the high-leǀel ŵeeiŶg oŶ aĐĐeleƌaiŶg efoƌts 
to iŵpƌoǀe ŵateƌŶal aŶd Đhild health held iŶ 
JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϯ, ŵateƌŶal aŶd Đhild health ǁas 
oŶe of the topiĐs of foĐus at the ϲϲth Woƌld 
Health AsseŵďlǇ that took plaĐe oŶ ϮϬ-Ϯϴ 
MaǇ ϮϬϭϯ. Most of the Meŵďeƌ “tates 
haǀe pledged aŶd ŵade ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts to 
iŵpƌoǀiŶg health of ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ 
gloďallǇ, Ǉet ŵillioŶs of ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
ĐhildƌeŶ sill die eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ fƌoŵ health 
ĐoŶdiioŶs that aƌe easilǇ pƌeǀeŶtaďle ďǇ 
iŶeǆpeŶsiǀe ŵediĐal Đoŵŵodiies. 
AĐĐoƌdiŶg to the ƌepoƌt of the UŶited 
NaioŶs CoŵŵissioŶ oŶ Life-“aǀiŶg 
Coŵŵodiies foƌ WoŵeŶ aŶd ChildƌeŶ, 
ǁhiĐh esiŵates that siǆ ŵillioŶ liǀes ĐaŶ 
ďe saǀed ǁithiŶ iǀe Ǉeaƌs ďǇ iŵpƌoǀiŶg 
aĐĐess to ϭϯ speĐiiĐ, oǀeƌlooked 
Đoŵŵodiies aŶd ƌelated pƌoduĐts: 
oǆǇtoĐiŶ aŶd ŵisopƌostol to tƌeat post-

paƌtuŵ haeŵoƌƌhage, ŵagŶesiuŵ 
sulphate foƌ eĐlaŵpsia aŶd seǀeƌe pƌe-

eĐlaŵpsia, iŶjeĐtaďle aŶiďioiĐs to tƌeat 
ŶeǁďoƌŶ sepsis, aŶteŶatal ĐoƌiĐosteƌoids 
foƌ pƌeteƌŵ ƌespiƌatoƌǇ distƌess sǇŶdƌoŵe, 
ĐhloƌheǆidiŶe foƌ ŶeǁďoƌŶ Đoƌd Đaƌe aŶd 
ƌesusĐitaioŶ deǀiĐes to pƌeǀeŶt ŶeǁďoƌŶ 
asphǇǆia, as ǁell as aŵoǆiĐilliŶ foƌ 
pŶeuŵoŶia, oƌal ƌehǇdƌaioŶ salts aŶd ziŶĐ 
foƌ diaƌƌhoea, aloŶg ǁith feŵale ĐoŶdoŵ, 
ĐoŶtƌaĐepiǀe iŵplaŶts aŶd eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ 
ĐoŶtƌaĐepioŶ foƌ faŵilǇ plaŶŶiŶg 
puƌposes.  
 

ReĐogŶiziŶg the Ŷeed to uƌgeŶtlǇ addƌess 
the ďaƌƌieƌs that pƌeǀeŶt ǁoŵeŶ aŶd 
ĐhildƌeŶ fƌoŵ aĐĐessiŶg appƌopƌiate 

health Đaƌe seƌǀiĐes, the Meŵďeƌs “tates 
ǁeƌe uƌged to: 

 iŵpƌoǀiŶg the ƋualitǇ, supplǇ aŶd use 
of the ϭϯ life-saǀiŶg  Đoŵŵodiies aŶd 
otheƌ esseŶial Đoŵŵodiies foƌ 
ƌepƌoduĐiǀe, ŵateƌŶal, ŶeǁďoƌŶ aŶd 
Đhild health; 

 deǀelopiŶg plaŶs to iŵpleŵeŶt at sĐale 
appƌopƌiate iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs iŶ oƌdeƌ to 
iŶĐƌease deŵaŶd foƌ aŶd uilizaioŶ of 
health seƌǀiĐes, paƌiĐulaƌlǇ aŵoŶg 
uŶdeƌseƌǀed populaioŶs; 

 faĐilitaiŶg uŶiǀeƌsal aĐĐess foƌ all 
ŵeŵďeƌs of soĐietǇ, iŶ paƌiĐulaƌ the 
pooƌest, to the ϭϯ life-saǀiŶg 
Đoŵŵodiies as ǁell as to otheƌ 
esseŶial Đoŵŵodiies foƌ 
ƌepƌoduĐiǀe, ŵateƌŶal, ŶeǁďoƌŶ aŶd 
Đhild health; 

 iŵpƌoǀiŶg ƌegulatoƌǇ eiĐieŶĐǇ ďǇ 
haƌŵoŶiziŶg ƌegistƌaioŶ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts 
foƌ the Đoŵŵodiies aŶd, 

 iŵpleŵeŶiŶg pƌoǀeŶ ŵeĐhaŶisŵs aŶd 
iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs to eŶsuƌe that health 
Đaƌe pƌoǀideƌs aƌe kŶoǁledgeaďle 
aďout the latest ŶaioŶal guideliŶes foƌ 
ŵateƌŶal aŶd Đhild health. 

 

IŶ oƌdeƌ to suppoƌt the Meŵďeƌ “tates’ 
efoƌts oŶ the ŵateƌ, the WHO has ďeeŶ 
ƌeƋuested: 
 

 to ǁoƌk ǁith UNICEF, UNFPA, the 
Woƌld BaŶk, UNAID“, UN WoŵeŶ, 
ŶaioŶal, ƌegioŶal aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal 
ƌegulatoƌs, pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ aĐtoƌs aŶd 
otheƌ paƌtŶeƌs iŶ oƌdeƌ to pƌoŵote 
aŶd assuƌe the aǀailaďilitǇ of safe, 
ƋualitǇ aďoǀeŵeŶioŶed 
Đoŵŵodiies; 

 to suppoƌt Meŵďeƌ “tates iŶ 
iŵpƌoǀiŶg ƌegulatoƌǇ eiĐieŶĐǇ 
iŶĐludiŶg gƌaŶiŶg pƌioƌitǇ to ƌeǀieǁ 
of the life-saǀiŶg Đoŵŵodiies; 

 to pƌoǀide suppoƌt to the 
iŶdepeŶdeŶt Eǆpeƌt Reǀieǁ Gƌoup 
oŶ IŶfoƌŵaioŶ aŶd AĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ 
foƌ WoŵeŶ’s aŶd ChildƌeŶ’s Health 
iŶ its ǁoƌk oŶ assessiŶg the pƌogƌess 
ŵade iŶ the iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ of the 
UŶited NaioŶs “eĐƌetaƌǇ-GeŶeƌal’s 
Gloďal “tƌategǇ foƌ WoŵeŶ’s aŶd 
ChildƌeŶ’s Health, as ǁell as iŶ the 
iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ of the 
ƌeĐoŵŵeŶdaioŶs of the UŶited 
NaioŶs CoŵŵissioŶ oŶ Life-“aǀiŶg 
Coŵŵodiies foƌ WoŵeŶ aŶd 
ChildƌeŶ; 

 to ƌepoƌt aŶŶuallǇ uŶil ϮϬϭϱ, 
thƌough the EǆeĐuiǀe Boaƌd, to the 
Woƌld Health AsseŵďlǇ oŶ pƌogƌess 
aĐhieǀed iŶ the folloǁ-up of the 
aďoǀeŵeŶioŶed ƌeĐoŵŵeŶdaioŶs. 

 

To read ŵore: htp://ǁǁǁ.ǁho.iŶt/ŵediaĐeŶtre/eǀeŶts/ϮϬϭϯ/ǁhaϲϲ/
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