
  

The WHO Regio al Oi e fo  the Easte  Medite a ea  o du ted a se o d egio al health diplo a  se i a  o  -  
Fe ua   i  Cai o, Eg pt. The o je i e of the se i a  as to dis uss ith pa i ipa ts f o  health a d fo eig  poli  
se to s the egio al p io it  issues ele a t to the fo th o i g sessio s of WHO go e i g odies’ eei gs i ludi g the 
Wo ld Health Asse l  i  Ma  . The i st egio al health diplo a  se i a  as o du ted i  Ma  , i  espo se to 
the i easi g de a ds f o  the Me e  “tates to st e gthe  health diplo a  apa it  a d i te se to al a io  et ee  
health a d fo eig  afai s se to s i  WHO’s egio al o k i  suppo t of the p io it  p og a es. 

The se i a  hosted i te aio al e pe ts f o  the Glo al Health P og a e of the G aduate I situte of I te aio al a d 
De elop e t “tudies Ge e a , Lo do  “ hool of H gie e a d T opi al Medi i e a d WHO head ua te s. Pa i ipa ts i luded 
ep ese tai es of Mi ist ies of Health a d Mi ist ies of Fo eig  Afai s, as ell as pe a e t issio s to the U ited Naio s 

Oi e a d othe  i te aio al o ga izaio s i  Ge e a f o  Me e  “tates of the WHO Easte  Medite a ea  Regio .  

Dis ussio s fo used o  the o o  egio al issues a d the i te se i g aspe ts of health a d fo eig  poli  i  o ple  uli-

stakeholde  glo al health. Pa i ipa ts joi tl  ai sto ed a d sha ed pe spe i es o  ho  the Regio  a  esta lish apa it  
i  this egio  that e a le it to pla  a o st u i e a d a i e ole i  i lue i g glo al, egio al a d e e  aio al health issues. 

 

HEALTH DIPLOMACY 

Bia ual e slete      
Volu e , Issue ,  Jul   

d Regio al Se i ar o  Health Diplo a y  
-  Fe ruary, , Cairo 

“It has ee  y elief that health diplo a y 
deser es so e ate io  i  a rapidly ha gi g 

orld. There is a eed for us i  the health 
se tor to ha e a eter u dersta di g of the 
li ks et ee  health a d the roader poli y 
e iro e t i ludi g foreig  poli y.”  
 

- Dr Ala Al a , Regio al Dire tor 



 

  Fra e ork Co e io  o  Glo al Health  

  – pillars for progress o  the right to health for olle i e glo al a io   

Re og izi g the i easi g t e d to 
p o ote glo al a io  a d adopt ights 

ased app oa h i  health se to  espo se; 
F ied a  a d Gosi  p opose a fou -pa t 
app oa h to a ele ai g p og ess to a ds 
fulilli g the ight to health a d edu i g 

oth glo al a d do esi  health i e uiies: 
 aio al legal a d poli  efo , 
i gi g the ight to health o ligaio s a d 

p i iples i ludi g e uit , pa i ipaio , 
a d a ou ta ilit  i  desig i g , 
i ple e i g, a d o ito i g health 
se to , a d adopi g all-go e e t-

app oa h i  ad a i g the people 
e te ed health s ste  espo se;  

appl i g eai e ights- ased legal 
st ategies, e ha e t ai i g, a d 
p og essi e i p o e e t of ou t’s 
efe i e ess a d legal judg e ts;  

o ilize i il so iet  a d o u it  
pa i ipaio  th ough thei  e po e e t 
a d st e gthe i g thei  ole a d apa iies 
to  lai  a d ad a e ight to health 
ele e ts a d p i iples; a d  
“t e gthe i g Wo ld Health O ga izaio  
to esu e thei  leadi g Glo al Health 
go e a e ole o  health a d hu a  
ights  to fu the  la if  the i te aio al 
ight to health  a d e su e sustai a le 

de elop e t assista e a d o fo  
i te aio al legal egi e s e.g. t ade, 
i telle tual p ope t , a d i a e, to the 
hu a  ights o s. 
 

P oposed a  of ea hi g these fou  
o je i es is see  to e a glo al health 
ag ee e t – F a e o k Co e io  o  

Glo al Health FCGH  – that ould e sh i e 
the ight to health i  the glo al health 
age da, e te i g it o  e ualit , e uit , o
-dis i i aio , a ou ta ilit , pa i ipaio  
a d e po e e t – the ke  p i iples of 
the ight to health. The Co e io  ould 
also set lea e  sta da ds o  p og essi e 
ealizaio  of i di ato s a d states’ 

o ligaio s i  ega ds to the I te aio al 
Co e a t o  E o o i , “o ial, a d Cultu al 
Rights, Ge e al Co e t No. , hile 
e su i g p ope  p io iizaio  of health i  
othe  se to s su h as t ade, i est e t a d 
e i o e t.   
F ied a  a d Gosi  e phasized that the 

aio al poli  efo  should egi  at the 
e  top – ith i o po aio  of the ight to 

health i to the aio al o situio  to e 
t i kled do  to pu li  health legislaio s, 
poli ies, sta da ds a d guideli es. Naio al 
la s a d poli ies should i o po ate 
p i iples of the ight to health, su h as 
e uit , pa i ipaio  a d a ou ta ilit . This 

ill p o ide a solid fou daio  fo  a io , 
hethe  elated to efo s o  liigaio  to 

e fo e a d t a slate o it e ts to 
a io .  
 

Autho s ide iied health i fo aio  a d 
i tellige e as a  esse ial health s ste  
e a li g fu io  to appl  a ights le s i  
suppo t of o ito i g the p og essi e 
ealizaio  of ight to health a d e uit  a d 

i fo  poli ies a d a io s fo  the p o isio  
of people e te ed se i es.  
 

I  this efe t, the suggested Glo al 
F a e o k Co e io  ould ofe  a 
legal i di g plafo  fo  oo di aio  

et ee  WHO, OHCHR, a d ke  a to s i  
othe  o ga izaio s a d stakeholde s, 
su h as the WTO, Wo ld Ba k, IMF, ILO, 
UNODC, a d UNEP a d Ci il so iet . The 
autho s added that WHO should assu e 
its o situio al a date a d 
st e gthe  its o  apa it  a d s ale up 
its p io iizaio  of the hu a  ights 
p i iples a d ele e ts.  “u h 
o p ehe si e app oa h to ad a i g 

the ight to health suppo ted  the 
glo al f a e o k o e io  ould a t 
as a sou d ou te eight to a ious 
i te ests a d polii al fo es a d guide 
the i te aio al o u it  to a  out 
its espo si le ole i  suppo i g 
ou t ies to eet thei  o  ight to 

health o ligaio s  i eased fu di g 
fo  health a d hu a  ights, p o isio  of 
te h i al suppo t, fa ilitaio  of uli-

stakeholde  pa t e ships a d e ha ge 
e pe ie es a d lesso s lea ed to 
ad a e health a d hu a  ights i  
t ade, health i est e t a d i a e, 
e i o e t a d othe  glo al health 
p io iies.  

 

Sour e: Fried a , Eri  & Gosi , 
La re e  Pillars for progress 
o  the right to health: Har essi g 
the pote ial of hu a  rights 
through a Fra e ork Co e io  o  
Glo al Health. Health a d Hu a  
Rights, Vol , Issue  Ju e  



  

Health i  the post-  de elop e t age da 

The high-le el eei g o  health i  the post-

 de elop e t age da took pla e o  -  
Ma h,  i  Ga o o e, Bots a a. It as 
pa t of a se ies of glo al a d aio al 
the ai  o sultaio s i  o e   ou t ies 
ai ed at dei i g the glo al de elop e t 
goals e o d MDGs. The high-le el eei g 
o  health hosted  the Go e e t of 
Bots a a a d o e ed  WHO a d UNICEF 

ought togethe   high-le el pa i ipa ts 
f o  the Mi ist ies of Health, heads of 
i te aio al o ga izaio s, ep ese tai es 
f o  i il so iet  a d p i ate se to , 
a ade ia, e pe ts a d outh. It as a 
ul i aio  of the p o ess of olle i g ideas 

a d lesso s f o  othe  egio al a d ou t  
o sultaio s o  health, ai i g to uild a 

po e ful o se sus a ou d ke  issues, 
st ategi  di e io s a d e o e daio s to 

e used as a asis fo  the i te -go e e tal 
de isio - aki g p o ess late  i  .  
 

Pa i ipa ts ag eed that despite of e tai  
lea  a hie e e ts of health MDGs, su h as 
aisi g glo al health to the ate io  of the 

highest polii al le el, i eased de elop e t 
assista e fo  health, a d o side a le 
i p o e e t of health status of the glo al 
populaio , the e ha e ee  e tai  
sho t o i gs. La k of ate io  to hu a  
ights, e uit  a d good go e a e a e see  

as sig ii a t sho t o i gs of health MDGs 
that ill eed to e p io iized i  the post-

 age da. Fu the  p og ess a  o l  e 
a hie ed  fo usi g o  hu a  ights 
iolaio s, edu i g i e ualiies, eli i ai g 

ge de  i e ualit  a d all fo s of 
dis i i aio .  

The eei g has ide iied the follo i g 
i po ta t guidi g p i iples fo  futu e 
health age da: 
 Hu a  ights, e uit , ge de  e ualit , 

a ou ta ilit  a d sustai a ilit  should 
e e t al; 

 The app oa h should e people-

e te ed a d ights- ased; 
 The goals a d i di ato s should pa  

dul  ate io  to the ost ul e a le, 
a gi alized, sig aized a d ha d-to-

ea h populaio s; 
 The goals should e o pass oth 

health se to s’ ta gets a d othe  
se to s, ith i po ta e of so ial 
dete i a ts of health; 

 The goals, ta gets a d i di ato s should 
ide if i g easu a le ta gets fo  

o talit  a d o idit  edu io  at 
ea h stage of life. “tages of life should 
add ess ge de - elated fa to s 
i ludi g ate al health a d 
dispa iies i  a ess to health se i es; 

 Cou t  o e ship a d the p o ess 
itself ot just the ta gets  should 
e ei e o side a le ate io .  

 

Ma i izi g health at all stages of life as 
dis ussed as ei g a  o e a hi g health 
de elop e t goal, i  its tu  o t i ui g 
to the sustai a le ell ei g fo  all that 
ould e a  o e all goal fo  the post-  

de elop e t age da. Withi  this, t o 
spe ii  goals e e dei ed ei g:  
 

 A ele ai g p og ess o  the health 
MDG ,  a d  age da: e di g 
p e e ta le ate al a d hild deaths; 
u i e sal a ess to se ual a d 
ep odu i e health se i es, i ludi g 

fa il  pla i g, espe iall  a o g 
outh; the eli i aio  of ala ia; 

a d i ple e i g the )e o  
st ategies fo  tu e ulosis a d HIV/
AID“; 

 Redu i g the u de  of ajo  NCDs 
ith a fo us o  the ost i po ta t 

NCDs a d ta gets: % o talit  
edu io  fo  a dio as ula  

disease, a e s, h o i  espi ato  
disease a d dia etes   , i  
a o da e ith the ele a t WHO 
esoluio . 

 

“t e gthe i g health s ste s is esse ial 
i  o de  to add ess health p io iies i  a 
people- e te ed sustai a le a . 
G eate  ate io  should e paid to 

aio al a d glo al go e a e 
st u tu es a d i situio al apa it . I  
addiio , si e a o side a le po io  of 
health se i es is deli e ed th ough i il 
so iet  a d p i ate se to , a s to 
assu e ualit  a d e uit  i  the deli e  
of health se i es should e de eloped 
ega dless of the atu e of spe ii  

se i e p o ide .  
 

  



  

  

DUBAI DECLARATION ON MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

Re og izi g that u i e sal a ess to 
ualit  health a e is a hu a  ight, as 

e sh i ed i  the  Al a-Ata 
De la aio  o  P i a  Health Ca e a d 
a k o ledgi g that i p o i g health of 

othe s, adoles e ts a d hild e  is ke  
to a hie e e t of de elop e t goals, 

oi g that ate al a d hild health is at 
the o e of uliple i te aio al 
ag ee e ts a d st ategies, o  Ja ua  -

,   i  olla o aio  ith UNICEF 
a d UNFPA, WHO Regio al Oi e fo  the 
Easte  Medite a ea  o ga ized a high-

le el eei g itled “a i g the li es of 
othe s a d hild e : a ele ai g 

p og ess to a ds a hie i g MDGs  a d  
i  the Easte  Medite a ea  Regio . 
The i po ta t e e t held u de  the 
pat o age of His High ess “heikh 
Moha ed Bi  Rashid Al Maktou , Vi e-

P eside t a d P i e Mi iste  of the 
U ited A a  E i ates a d Rule  of Du ai, 
a d his ife, P i ess Ha a Bi t Al 
Hussai , as ate ded  leadi g igu es, 
i ludi g high-le el oi ials f o  Me e  
“tates, ke  pa t e s, pa lia e ta ia s, 

i iste s of health, highe  edu aio  a d 
pla i g a d ep ese tai es of egio al 

odies a d stakeholde s. 
The t o-da  e e t p o ided a plafo  fo  
a leade ship dialogue to i ease the 
p oile a d o it e t to ate al, 
adoles e t, a d hild health ith a fo us 
o  e uit , fa ilitate poli  dialogue fo  
a ele ated a io  to a ds the 
a hie e e t of u i e sal a ess to 

ate al, adoles e t, e o  a d hild 
health se i es i  the Regio , dis uss a d 
ag ee o  e ide e- ased pa kages fo  
a e a d i ple e taio  st ategies a oss 

the o i uu  of a e, a d esta lish a 
high-le el egio al o issio  fo  o e  

a d hild e  to e t a ki g p og ess i  
i ple e taio , ad o ate a d o ilize 
esou es, a d hold ou t ies a ou ta le 

fo  i p o i g the li es of o e  a d 
hild e . 

O e of the ost i po ta t out o es of the 
eei gs as the De la aio  o  ate al 

a d hild health that spe iied dei ed 
o it e ts fo  the Me e  “tates a d 

ag ee e t o  p a i al oo di aio  
e ha is s to a ele ate p og ess to a ds 

MDGs  a d  i  the Regio .  I  the 
De la aio ,  ou t ies of the egio  a d 
i te aio al, egio al a d aio al 
age ies, stated thei  o it e t to 
a ele ate p og ess o  i p o i g ate al 
a d hild health et ee  o  a d the e d 
of . Co ete o it e ts e e the 
follo i g: 
 De elop a d e e ute a aio al 

ulise to al, osted pla  fo  ate al, 
adoles e t a d hild health ith lea  
o e age ta gets fo  a  ag eed pa kage 

of i te e io s; 
 Add ess so ial a d e i o e tal 

dete i a ts of ate al, adoles e t, 
e o  a d hild health, su h as 

po e t , ge de , ate  a d sa itaio , 
ut iio  a d edu aio  th ough 

st e gthe ed ulise to al i iiai es 
i ludi g o u it  i ol e e t; 

 Take o ete steps to st e gthe  
health s ste s a d ital staisi s, 
i p o i g i fo aio  s ste s fo  

ualit  of data, pa i ula l  th ough 
ete  i il egist aio ; uildi g a 

skilled o kfo e, a d i p o i g 
a aila ilit  of safe a d efe i e life-

sa i g o odiies ith a ie  to 
e o i g a ie s a d otle e ks a d 

p o idi g e uita le a ess to ate al, 

adoles e t, e o  a d hild 
health se i es; 

 P io iize ate al, adoles e t a d 
hild health i  the desig  a d 

i ple e taio  of hu a ita ia  
a io  a d p epa ed ess 
p og a es; 

 Esta lish sustai a le i a i g 
e ha is s, o ilizi g do esi  

a d i te aio al esou es th ough 
t adiio al a d i o ai e 
app oa hes, st e gthe i g egio al 
solida it  a d i easi g udgets fo  

ete  health out o es fo  all 
othe s, adoles e ts a d hild e ; 

 I p o e oo di aio  a d 
a ou ta ilit  et ee  all pa t e s 
– state a d o -state - a d p o ote 
oope aio  et ee  ou t ies 
ithi  the Regio  to i ease 

i te aio al e ha ge of 
e pe ie es o  good p a i es a d 
lesso s lea ed.  

 

 

htp:// .e ro. ho.i t/a out- ho/ others-a d- hildre / a kgrou d-do u e ts.ht l 

The ha d t uth is that i  this 
egio , a ou d 9,000 o e  die 

as a esult of p eg a y- elated 
o pli aio s a d a ou d 9 ,000 
hild e  u de  i e die of a oida le 
auses e e y yea ,  said P i ess 

Ha a Bi t Al Hussai . Ou  
de elop e t as a egio , as 
i di idual aio s a d o u iies, 
is depe de t o  ou  a ility to 

u tu e ou  hild e , to gi e the  
the est e ha e to ofe , a d to 
e su e they ha e e ual a ess to 
edu aio , to health, a d to e su e 
they g o  i to healthy othe s a d 
fathe s, a d uli ately, healthy 
iize s.  



  

  

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY  –  
ADVANCING WOMEN’S AND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH 

I  li e ith Du ai De la aio  adopted du i g 
the high-le el eei g o  a ele ai g efo ts 
to i p o e ate al a d hild health held i  
Ja ua  , ate al a d hild health as 
o e of the topi s of fo us at the th Wo ld 
Health Asse l  that took pla e o  -  
Ma  . Most of the Me e  “tates 
ha e pledged a d ade o it e ts to 
i p o i g health of o e  a d hild e  
glo all , et illio s of o e  a d 
hild e  sill die e e  ea  f o  health 
o diio s that a e easil  p e e ta le  

i e pe si e edi al o odiies. 
A o di g to the epo t of the U ited 
Naio s Co issio  o  Life-“a i g 
Co odiies fo  Wo e  a d Child e , 

hi h esi ates that si  illio  li es a  
e sa ed ithi  i e ea s  i p o i g 

a ess to  spe ii , o e looked 
o odiies a d elated p odu ts: 

o to i  a d isop ostol to t eat post-

pa tu  hae o hage, ag esiu  
sulphate fo  e la psia a d se e e p e-

e la psia, i je ta le a i ioi s to t eat 
e o  sepsis, a te atal o i oste oids 

fo  p ete  espi ato  dist ess s d o e, 
hlo he idi e fo  e o  o d a e a d 
esus itaio  de i es to p e e t e o  

asph ia, as ell as a o i illi  fo  
p eu o ia, o al eh d aio  salts a d zi  
fo  dia hoea, alo g ith fe ale o do , 
o t a epi e i pla ts a d e e ge  
o t a epio  fo  fa il  pla i g 

pu poses.  
 

Re og izi g the eed to u ge tl  add ess 
the a ie s that p e e t o e  a d 
hild e  f o  a essi g app op iate 

health a e se i es, the Me e s “tates 
e e u ged to: 

 i p o i g the ualit , suppl  a d use 
of the  life-sa i g  o odiies a d 
othe  esse ial o odiies fo  
ep odu i e, ate al, e o  a d 
hild health; 

 de elopi g pla s to i ple e t at s ale 
app op iate i te e io s i  o de  to 
i ease de a d fo  a d uilizaio  of 
health se i es, pa i ula l  a o g 
u de se ed populaio s; 

 fa ilitai g u i e sal a ess fo  all 
e e s of so iet , i  pa i ula  the 

poo est, to the  life-sa i g 
o odiies as ell as to othe  

esse ial o odiies fo  
ep odu i e, ate al, e o  a d 
hild health; 

 i p o i g egulato  ei ie   
ha o izi g egist aio  e ui e e ts 
fo  the o odiies a d, 

 i ple e i g p o e  e ha is s a d 
i te e io s to e su e that health 
a e p o ide s a e k o ledgea le 

a out the latest aio al guideli es fo  
ate al a d hild health. 

 

I  o de  to suppo t the Me e  “tates’ 
efo ts o  the ate , the WHO has ee  
e uested: 

 

 to o k ith UNICEF, UNFPA, the 
Wo ld Ba k, UNAID“, UN Wo e , 

aio al, egio al a d i te aio al 
egulato s, p i ate se to  a to s a d 

othe  pa t e s i  o de  to p o ote 
a d assu e the a aila ilit  of safe, 

ualit  a o e e io ed 
o odiies; 

 to suppo t Me e  “tates i  
i p o i g egulato  ei ie  
i ludi g g a i g p io it  to e ie  
of the life-sa i g o odiies; 

 to p o ide suppo t to the 
i depe de t E pe t Re ie  G oup 
o  I fo aio  a d A ou ta ilit  
fo  Wo e ’s a d Child e ’s Health 
i  its o k o  assessi g the p og ess 

ade i  the i ple e taio  of the 
U ited Naio s “e eta -Ge e al’s 
Glo al “t ateg  fo  Wo e ’s a d 
Child e ’s Health, as ell as i  the 
i ple e taio  of the 
e o e daio s of the U ited 

Naio s Co issio  o  Life-“a i g 
Co odiies fo  Wo e  a d 
Child e ; 

 to epo t a uall  u il , 
th ough the E e ui e Boa d, to the 
Wo ld Health Asse l  o  p og ess 
a hie ed i  the follo -up of the 
a o e e io ed e o e daio s. 

 

To read ore: htp:// . ho.i t/ edia e tre/e e ts/ / ha /
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