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1. ADDRESS BY CHAIRMAW: Ttem 4 of the Provisional Agenda.

The CHATRMAN stated that the Committee had to review past work
~and evaluate the proposed future programme, It was difficult, if
“not impossible; for anyone incapable of understahding the bewildering
array of social, economic and political problems inherent infthe plans

to change the status ug to do justice to those administering WHO's

programme, Jn 1949, WHO had started in the region a few isolated
undertakings without definite form or pattern and from sush unobtrusive
beginnings the present prograwme of which everycne spoke with gratitude
and admiration had grown.

-8ince the very beginning, under the guidance bf'fhe:countries of
the region, the Organization's policy had been, first, to train a
nucleus of qualified public health personnel capeble of meeting the
ever-increasing demand for better health througiout the region, and
secondly, to establish in the minds of the pvblic the'nofion of
preventive medicine and sanitation znd their significance in everyday
tife by means of demonstrations and techricel services, The past
seven years providea graphic evidegce of programmes of fundamental
reforms vhich were being céntiﬁually':onsqlidated and re-appraised.

The regional office shcuid be eommended and its basic policy
supported and representaiives shouid also tale the present opportunity
cf coordinating their individual aperational plans. They had beszsn
charged with a heavy responsibility apd the session could only be
justified if thelr deliberaticas aﬁd decisions materially contributed
~to the health and welfare of the peoples concerned. It was their
moral duty to extend 1ife where that was possible and he hoped that in
that endeavour they would act wisely, inapired by a spirit of cooperation

and mutual understanding.

2. STATEMENT BY TPE REGIONAL DIRECTOR TO SUB-COMMITTEE A
The REGIONAL DIRECTCR, in compliance with Rule 22 of the Rules of

Procedure, stated that on 10 July 1956 he had sent a circular letter to
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gcvernménﬁs of the region concerning the éonveﬁing of the tﬁo sub-
committees; | Of the seventeen governments concerned, thirteen had
inférmed him thaﬁ they wished to attend Sub-Comnmittee 4 and, with
the exception of Yemen, all of them had sent in their credentials.
Tre remaining four, namely France, Italy, the United Kingdom and
Israel, had infimated fhaf théy wished to participate in both sub-
coﬁmittees. |

On 12 September he hed received a communication from the Governmert
of Tsrael informing him that‘it wished to attend both sub-committees
and fo exercise its right to wvote in Sub-Committee A, However, he
had received no further indication as to the néme of the person or
persons who were to attend the Sub-Committes nor had any credentials
been deposited with him.

he ?reuch Govarnment had stated that it would exercise its voting
rights in fhe Sub-Committee which met last, namely Sub*Commitfee B.-
The Ttalian Government proposed to exercise its voting rights in Sub-
Committee A 2nd the United Kingdom Governmert had informed him that.
it would attend both sub-commititces but weuld prefer to vote on the
substance of ény quéStion aftar hearing the views of both.

Dr, HAFEZ AMIN (Egypt) was surprised to hear zbout the cormmunica-
tion from Israel znd felt that its conditions could not be passed over
without comment,

The position of the Regional Committee before 1953 was well known
and explained why the World Health Assembly had adopted a series of
resolutlions dealing with the Committee's functioning. e had in mind
in particular resclution WHAY.33, and also the statement made by the
Pakistan representative as Chairmen of the Committee on Administration,
Finance and Legal Matters, and the statement of the Indian répresenta-
tive who had been the Chairman of the Working Group dealing with the
matter during the Seventh World Health Assembly. He wished to
reiterate that the two regional sub-committees had not been created to

sSuit the convenience of Memhers but for recasons which were evident to

#11.
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If Israel, in trying to achieve a cheap pol;tical gain ignored
the objectives of the World Health Assemblyrand ffied to Jeopardize the
work of the'Regionalrcommittee.by attempting to be represented in Sub-
Committee A, he was bound to say that WHO would find itself in exactly
the same situation as had existed prior to the Assembly's recommendation
whereby the Regional Committee had bheen divided into two sub-committees.
He, therefore, pfoposed that when fhe Sﬁb~Committee came to prepare its
report, a statement bes inserted about its objection to the attitude of
Israel.and drawing the Assembly's attention‘to the fact that that
Governmentl!s action was contrary to the understanding yhich had led to
the Lssembly'!s resolutions,

Sir Eric PRIDIE (United Kingdom) said his delegation was unable to
comply wittn Rule 22 of thé Rules of Procedure and to indicate at the
first meeting of thQ‘Session in which Sub-Committee it proposed to
exercise its voting.rights. However, he hoped to be in & position to .
Go €o shortly and therefore asked that the rule be suspended.

br. KERVINGAET (Frapce) said that he must wait for certain informa-
tion hefore being able to indicate in which Sub-Committec he would vote
and therefore associated himself with the United Kingdom representative's
reguest for a suspension of Rule 22.

~ Decision: In accordance with Rule 50 of the Rules of
Procedure it was agreed to accede to the United

Kingdom ropresentative'’s reguest for a suspension
of Rule 22,

3. APPOINTMENT OF SUB-DIVISION ON PROGRAMME: Ttem 5 of the provisional
agenda, '

‘The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said tﬁat; élthough in the past it had been
the Sub-Committes's practice to constitute the Sub-Division on
Progrdmme és & committee of the whole under its Rules of Procedure, it
could appoint a smaller éommittee.

Decision: It was agreed that a Committee of the whole should
act as the Programme: Sub-Division,

The CHAIRMAN called,for,nomimttions for chairman of the Programmé
Sub~-Division,

Dr, HAYEK (Lebanon) nominated Dr, Jafar.
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Dr, NiSEEF (Saudi /rabia) seconded thernﬁmination.

Decisgione Dr, Jafar was unanimously elected Chairman of

the Sub DlVlSlon on Programme.

4, .DOPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDS: itemlé of the provisional
agenda (document EX/RCE/1 Rev.2) ' :

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR pointed out that the items marked with an
asterisk had been inserted at the request of the Tunisian Government
but.no special documents had been circulated regerding # em. |

| He observed that ofter the adoption of the provisional agenda
the order of the iters could be altered at the discretion of the
Chalrman.
The CHAIRMAN read cut the following draft resolution :
"The Sub-Committes
aDOPTS the agenda as presented.”
Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.

5. HEPORT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR: Item 3 of the agenda
(Gocument EM/RCE/3 and /3 Corr.l)

The REGIONLI, DIRECTCR introducing his report covering the périod
1 August 1955 to 31 July 1956, stated that it provided a comprehensive
survey of the work of the regional office since its inception in 194%9.
During the 1ife span of nll organizations there came a time to take
stock of past activities, to consider the'succeés achieved and failures
that had occurred, and on the bagis of such an analysis to plan with
renewed confidence for the future., He believed that after seven years
of BEMRO's existence the time was appropriate for such stock~taking and
planning. |

th all riembers would be interested in the entlre report, which as
2 serious survey of the past seven years could not_have been any .
shorter, mut all would find in it reference to matters in which they
had a special interest. He had tried to express in graphic form some
develapments of great general interest which best 1Tlustratnd the shape
of WHO's work in the reglon and its growth over the years for which the

necessary records were available.
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" The top cireular graph in Figure I showed thg percentage distribu-
tion of totsl expenditure between 1951 and 1956 inclusive according to
different types of acfivity. It would be seen that aaministfétive
cxrenditures under the heading "Regional Office" over that period haq
beern less “han 10% which, during a formative period was z considerable
achievement.

The lower graph on the same figure showed.the ma jor subject headin
intc which field work could be divided. It would be nbted; as he had
reported before, that the largest item of expenditure had been for the
contrel of communicable diseases covering nearly half'the.total expen-
diture on ficld projects. The next largest category of projeéts
concerned activities grouped under public health services.

Figure I should be compared with Figure IV which showed the WAy
the budget had grown over the years and offered analyéis of the same
expenditure as in Figure I, but on & year by year basis,

Figure IV deserved careful étudy and called'fqr some explanatory
remarks. First the exeeptlonally heavy expenditure on fellowships in
1955 was due to an unexpected bonus allocation,of_technical assistance
funds., In 1956 & slight reduction had_béen made from the original
target figure. In 1956 there had been an increase in expenditure fqr 
regional advisory staff, 48 he had gtated the previous year, the |
office had been short of staff but that had been large y remedied curing
the pfesent yeaf and the ratc of expenditure was now likely to remain
at.the presenf higher level, Finally, the percentage expenditure for
the reéional office in 1956 was higher than in previous years largely
a5 2 result of statutory staff costs for such items as home leave,
repatriation, rccfuitment and trangfer exﬁenses.

Flgure II was designed to iilustrat@ the steady growth of work
botween 1951 and 1956.  The figure for 1956 was smaller than for
wrevious years because it oniy covered the first six months. The
Tigure also'illustfated the relationship between the different spheres
of activity, showing year by year the number of individual projects

nnder each major subject heading.
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Turning from the fintncial and administrative aspects of ths
past prograzmme he drow oitention to-sbme important trends recorded in.
his report, The briel reference, on page 5, to the education and
training programme in the region was considerably expanded on pages
61 to B4 and the account showed how, together with public health
admninistration and control of communicable disease, that activity made
up the hard core of the regional pfogramme.' WHO was devoting much
attention t- aiding countries to.eduCate techinical workers, both
professioml and auxiliaries of all types. There was & growing demand
in the regiOnerr.a xiliary workers to carry out some of the functions
of professional physicisns and two schools Tor the former had been
zstablished in Ethiopia and Lihya and 2 third was td open in 1957 in
Saudi Arabia. In addition, help had been'given to train many kinds
of auxilizry 1ursea.

As healthserv:Lceq developed and were extended, mere atterﬁion
wzs given to medical care and WHO's work in that domain was described:
in Section 13.2 of the report. Such work and similar activities were
expected to continue to eXpand in the future.

He belicved that science had prov1ded the answers teo many problems
that trovbled heaTth.adninlstratlons and what was needed mnst of all

W, was adequate ﬂﬂwmnlstrauive services and tralned public health

-

cdministrators to operate them. Training in administration was as

essential to the public health phyéician as training in technical
matters, For instance, malaria eradica t10n demanded administrative

and organizational 2bility of the highest quality. In the past, lack

of planning based on well-éonceived studies and surveys had been
responsible for failures to reach the high goal set in WHO's Constitution.
1957 marked the first year of a2 new "specific" eriod for the work the
Commitﬁée had been requested to assist in ﬁlanning the previoug year

He therefore asked members to study his report ca refully, to note
ach¢evemcnts and shortCOﬂlngb and on that basms to plan for the

immedicste and more f2r removed future.
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The CHaIRMAN invited comments on the report.

Dr, SHOIB (Egypt) proposcd that the mecting should be adjourned
and the report_comsideréd the following morring.

Dr, JLFAR (Pakistan) strongly opposed the proposal, . Renpresenta-
tives had come to work, and hes was surc they must haVe.studied‘the
renoTt ani hed their comments rendy.,  Some of them had urgent tasks

g at home and were cager to complete the agends of the Sub-

In reply to'a question from the CHAIRMAN, Dr, SHOIB said that he.
maintained hie proposal. '

Dr. ANOUTI {ILebanon) sesconded Dr, JQFAR‘S obposition to the
propogal,.

The CHAIRMAF said that, since two representatives were for 
continuing the meeting and only one for adjourning\it? the meeting rust
continue. |

It was so acreed,

Dr. SLIM (Tunisia) on behalf of his Government, congratulated the
Regional Director on the form and substance of his réport. While he
had a number of comments to make, he hoped that they would he taken
not as criticisms buft rather as reguests for informatioh,-most of which
were addreséed not to the Regional Director himself but to various
Member Governments; o 7

From the first sentence on page 10 of the report he gatheréd that
Member States had bzen divided into three categoriés according to the
stage of development they had resched. He wondered to what those
categories corresponded and by what critefia 2 country was assigned
to.one or =2nother, " To what category did Tunisia belong?

As for hils other cuestions, he heped that most of them coculd be
snswered through the Secretariat. However, there Qere three points,
concerning favus, environmental sanitation and matérnal and child |

health, that his Government considered particularly important, ang it
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had therefore requested their insertion in the agenda. He would not
go into thnem a2t present, but réserved the right to raise them under
item 13 of the agenda. .

The CHAIRMaN, noting that there were no further comments,
suggested that the Sub-Committee might procecd to the next item of its
agenda.

The RECGIONAL DIRECTOR said that he would have hoped for searching
comment and criticism regarding his report. Stch a detailed examina-
:ﬁioﬁ wzs necessary to him in order to shape future policy 1n the region,

| With regard teo the question raised by the representative of
Tunisia, he would reserve his reply until 21l comments had been made.

| Dr, JAFAR (Pakistan) believed that it was customary for the past
activities of the region to be discussed in the Sub-Division on |
Programme, Since representatives did not seem to have their comments
ready, that poliey might be followed. in any case, any decisions
reached by the Sub-Division on Programme would have to be confirmed by
the Sub-Committee as 2 whole, and representatives would then have an
opportﬁnity to comment further.

- The REGIOMLL DIRECTCR thought that Dr. JLoFAR's suggestion involved
one difficulty: .the Sub-Division on Programme would be discussing the
éroposed programme for 1958, whereas in considering his r eport the
Sub-Committee had tc evaluate the action taken in implementing its
decisicns of previous years. |

Dr, JAFLR replied that the report certainly concerned the programme
in the région, whether past or present, and that it theréfore come
within the purview of the Sub-Divisicen on Programne. Moreover, his
propesal was in conformity with what had been done in the past and what
was regularly done at the World ilealth iissembly.

Dr..DIB; (Ifan):agreedrwith Dr, JAFAE that the discussion of the
Regionai Director's report was not incompatible with the terms of

reference of the Sub-Division on Programme.
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‘Trie CHALIRMAE-said he had just béen reminded that the Sub-Committce

L

mis< -

3]

dopt 2 resdlution on the report. If it was not ready to aéopt
suech a resolution, the subject must be rostponed, |

Dr. NaSEEF (Saudi drabia) suggested that the Sub-DiViSion'bn
Programme could discuss the report and prepare a draft resolution_fof
zdoption by the Sub-Committee.

- The REGIONAL DIRECTOR said he merély wished tec point out that his
report covered the period 1 Auguét 1955 to 31 July 1956, whefeasAfhé'
.iraft programme to be cxamined by the Sub-Division on Programme concern:
the ycar 1958,  If that fsct was understood, it was for the Sab-
Committeé to decide how it wished to deal with those two documents.

Dr. SLIM (Tunisia) said that he had ﬂof quite grasped the nature
of Dr, Jafar's proposal. The Regional Director's report contained
several different'aspects; Were they all to be discussed in the Sub-
Pivision on Programme, or only some of them? |

Dr. JiFLR pointed osut that the Sub-Division On'Programﬁe would be
'dealing with nearly all the points on the Sub-Committee's agenda , épart
from some minor ones. 28 had been suggested by the delegate.of'Saudi
srabia, the Sub;Divisibn bn Programmé could discuss the feportzabd
submit 2 draft resolution, and when that draft resolution was con sid-
cred by the Sub-Committee it would be open to a'ny. ré.preSeh,ta.tive to
mention any peint in connexion with the report that had been omit ted
in the discussion in the Sub-Division. Lt present the Sﬁb~éommittee
was making ro progress at a2ll: no comments were forfhcdrﬁing9 and. no
draft resolution had been prepared.

Decision: It was agrecd that the report of the Regional
Director should be discussed in the Sub-Division on. Programme.,

£, ACTION TAKEN ON RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE FIFTE SESSTON CF THE
TEGIONAL CO}'EMITIEE ( SUR-COMMITTEE n)/l T+em O Af the ngenda (do cuments
EM/RC6/55 /% Corr.ls /5 4dd.ly EM/RC6/7)

The REGIONLL DIRECTOR drew attention to document EM/RC6/7, whlich
contained a report on action taken in responée'to the requést mad.e oy

Sub-Committee 4 at the fifth session of the Heglonal Committee, t.hat
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e RegZonal Director should study the matter of standard. aomenclature
of health psrsonnel, The information obhtained from govermments was
tatulated . in fnnex 1 to the document,

Dr. JaFiR proposed that the Sub-Committese should merely note the
report, since it was difficult at the presant stage to adoﬁt a étandarﬂ
némenclature throughout the Region.  However, the regional office had
done_excelient work in coordinéting the information, and it was
possible that when governments had had time to s tudy it they migh£
wish to agree to certain changes, ‘

Dr. DIBi: supported Dr, Jafar's proposal, observing that since
educational methods and standafds were not uniforﬁ throughout the
region it was impossible to propose uniform nomenclature.

Dr, VANNUGLI (Italy) also supported the proposal, The information
collected would make an excellent basis for study. In order that it .
might be completed, governments which had not yet replied should be
invited to do so. |

Dr., SLIM (Tunisia) observed that it wes very difficult to obtain
uniformity of terminology where there was no uniformity of fact. For
erxample, in his own country there was no such thing as.a'“licentiafe
Joctor'; one was either a docter or not. ‘

The CHoIRMLYN, speaking as dclegate of Iran, said that he believed
the Hegionzal Director had tried to propose nomenclature covering the
needs of all_countries. If some countries had no posts corresponding
tc some of the terms proposed, thét dia not.matter.

a draft resolution noting the report would be prepared for approval
by the Sub-Committeec.

Dr, JiFLR wished, before the Sub-Committee adjourned, to propose
that the Sub-Division on Programme should begin its session the follow-
ing morning, in order to leave as much time as possible for any further
discussion of particular points that might be necessary in the Sub-

Committee as a whole.
It was so agreed.




