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Address of Professor Hashim Al-Witry, the Iraqi Delegate 

The national health problems of Iraq are varied and important4 The 

endemf c dtseases are the major cause of ill health and high mortaliw in the 

oountry. The available statistics do not reflect the real s ta te  of d f a i r s  

as a big m b e r  of population in the mall districts and among the tribesmen 

do not consult doctors for  their ill health or W e n  they beeme sick. The 

same thing holds true as regards notif icauan of births and deaths amongst 

infants. Tuberculosis, malaria, bilharzia, ankylostoma and faulty sanibtinn 

are the major problems, 

Tuberculosis is a pwvalsnt disease and a little wer 3000 cases are 

notif ied every year, b u t t h e  victims of the disease are much aose than that 

and may be estimated as 25,000 every year. The available maria of comMting 

the disease at preaent are three dispensaries (out-patients) in the big  citiast 

and seven hospitals accomodatfng 582 beds in which tuberculous patients are 

a-tted in addition to other infectious dfseases. A h o q i t a l  f o r  tuberoulous 

patients is now being built near Baghdad by the Anti-tuberculous Society. 

Besides that about 200 beds are used by Iraqi patients in t h e  Sanitaria of 

Lebanon every year. Thus a wid8 scheme is needed for t h e  contml of 

Another major pmblem is malaria w h i c h  is very widely spread in Iraq. 

It is responsible far more i l lnesa  .than any other s ing le  diseace in tho country. 

It accmnts d i ~ a t l y  or indireatly fat. about 50,000 deaths every year, &sides 

the incapaoity and ill health it is producing. About half s m i l l i o n  attendances 

w i t h  this disease are registered in the records of the health instttutions in 

Iraq. At present there f s a department for  the irrvrtstigation and contwl d 

malaria, but such a gmat problem oannot be dealt with d t h o u t  a big scheme, 

for the development of rrthich t h e  help of the World Health Organization is 

greatly needed. 

Bilhareiasis l a  another common disease, and tho incidence is about 25% 

of the population in niddle and southern Iraq, meching in certain places 

80% or over. Thp veotor is Bullinus tmncatus and only Schistosoma 

haematobium is present. The disease is spreading with spread of i r r iga t ion .  



AnQlostmias is is another prevalent disease, i t s  incidence in the 

middle and southern parts of Iraq ranges f rom 25% to 755% of the population. 

In the a h i s s i o n s  i n t o  t h e  Hospital at Baghdad 36 9% of patients complaining 

of various condit ions had w~kvlos-1 0ln 7 odenale. 

Another major problem is t h e  hi& mortality of infants  and children in 

Iraq. The children mortali ty in r a t i o  to b i r t h s  is 90 per 1000, m d  in ratio 

t o  population is 7 per 1000, in the  c i t i e s  where doctors are present ( t h e  

population of these cities is abou t  one third of the p o p ~ l x t i o n  of ~raq). 

The s i t u a t i o n  i s  worse i n  other parts of t he  country .  Amongst 1OOO 

pregnancies i n  Baghdad, 671 ch i ld ren  were living (the condit ion of children 

was followed up t o  the  age of f o u r  years). 

The institutes t h a t  deal  with in fan t  and maternity welfare are? The 

Motherhood and Child Welfare Ins t i tn t e s  in Baghdad and Kirkuk, certain 

departments of t h e  Government hospi ta ls ,  t he  Children Hospital, the Infant 

Welfare Society ( 8  cen;res) and t h e  Red Crescent  Society (9  centres) .  

Bejel was already discussed in a e  previous meeting at Rome. 

Tables have been arranged showing the prevalence of t h e  above-menti oned 

conditions . 
The requirements of assistance f rom t h e  World Health Organization for 

ths  years 1949 and 1950 are: 

Malaria: (a) Operational demonstration team for 1949 

( b ) Fel l  mship rnedi c a l  off icer  to spe ciali ze in ma1 ariology , 
one f o r  1949 arld one f o r  1950. 

Venereal Diseases: demonstration team t o  work i n  a p a r t  of t h e  country. 

Tuberculosis: (a) Expert advice f o r  t h e  survey examination and advice 

in Iraq, one f o r  1949. 

(b) Fellowship f o r  medical off icer ,  anti-tuberculous 

study, one f o r  1949 and one f o r  1950 

( c )  Mass examination X-ray apparatus, one for 1949 

k t e r n a l  and Child Welfare: expert advice, one f o r  1949. 

Public Health Administrat ion:  one fe l lowship  for 1949 and one for 1950. 

Environmental San i t a t ion :  0111; adviser especially f o r  the problems of 

endemic diseases, e.g., Bilharzia 2nd Ankylostoma. 

Health Education: docwents and educzt5ona3, f ihs, pamphlets, posters, 

etc. ,  for  public health. 


