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Key highlights Fig 1. Number of specimens by influenza virus subtypes/lineages and percentage Fig 2. Proportion of influenza types and subtypes/

of specimens testing positive for influenza viruses in the Region from week 27, lineages, EMR, February 2024

* In February 2024, 19 out of 21 Member States with existing influenza surveillance 2019 to week 9, 2024
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systems in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) reported influenza data to
FluNet and/or EMFLU (Afghanistan, Bahrain, Egypt, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the occupied Palestinian territory, Oman, Pakistan,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Yemen)

» The influenza-positive proportion has been showing a decreasing trend since its
highest peak (28%) in week 42 of season 2023-24 (Figure 1)

« In the current analytical period (epidemiological week 27 2023 to week 09,2024),

there was a 13% increase in the number of enrolled cases (250,696 compared to the

previous reporting period with 221,509 cases in epidemiological week 27 to week

05, 2024). Out of the 250,696 enrolled cases, 249,791 (99.6%) were tested and, out

of those, 39,434 (16%) were influenza-positive (Table)

Influenza positivity proportions varied across countries; from 0% in Somalia to 32%

in Tunisia based on 200 or more specimens tested during Feb 2024 ooz sy

In February 2024, 38,473 cases were enrolled of which, 38,111 specimens were Analytical period

tested for influenza (99.1%). Of those specimens tested, 3,998 (10%) were positive

The positivity proportion of influenza type A was higher than that of type B (52% and

Number of specimens
% of positive specimens

489% respectively) during the month of February (Figure 2) A (HINT) pdm09 m A (H3) B (Victoria lineage) mmmm B (lineage not determined) A (HINT) pdm09
« 0f the total 3,998 specimens that tested positive for influenza in February, 1,694 mmm A (not subtyped) B (Yamagata lineage) % of positive specimens A (H3) B (Victoria lineage)
(42%) were influenza B (lineage not determined), 763 (19%) were A (H1N1) m— A (H5) mmmm B (lineage not determined) mmm A (not subtyped)

pdm09, 655 (17%) were type A(H3), 645 (16%) were influenza A (not subtyped),
and 241 (6%) were influenza B (Victoria lineage) (Figure 2 and Map)

Map. Influenza positivity rate and detected influenza types and Table. Reported cumulative cases by country in the Region during the analytical period week 27, 2022 to week 9, 2024
subtypes by country, EMR, February 2024
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