COVID-19 MONTHLY UPDATE ’* MARCH 2023

Highlights

* In_March 2023, a total of 48 170 COVID-19 cases were reported from the 22 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR). An
increase of three folds in overall reported cases was observed as compared to the previous month when it was 15 381. The highest
number of cases was reported from Islamic Republic of Iran; followed by United Arab Emirates and Qatar.

* During March 2023, a total of 634 related deaths were reported from the Region with Islamic Republic of Iran reporting the highest
number of deaths, followed by Lebanon and Tunisia. There was a double fold increase in the reported deaths observed during the
reporting month as compared to the previous month when it was 220.

* Most of the 22 countries in the Region reported an increase in COVID-19 cases and deaths during March 2023 as compared to February
2023.

* Since the start of the pandemic, a total of 23 307 757 confirmed COVID-19 cases including 350 179 related deaths at a case-fatality
ratio (CFR) of 1.5% were reported from the 22 countries of the Region.

* 21 countries have reported one or more new variants of concern (VOC) in the Region: Alpha in 21 countries, Beta in 18 countries,
Gamma in 6 countries, Delta in 18 countries and Omicron in 15 countries.

* Vaccination continues across the Region. The total number of doses administered so far in the 22 countries is 884 669 867.

Key figures, March 2023
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Distribution of daily cases and CFR% in EMR,

Distribution of daily deaths in EMR,
29 January 2020 to 31 March 2023
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COVID-19 cases and deaths by EMR countries,
29 January 2020 to 31 March 2023
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“trend refers to % changes in the cases compared to previous month
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