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Cholera is preventable and can be treated 
successfully through prompt administration of 
oral rehydration solution. Failures in social 
development, conflicts, population movements, 
poor water infrastructure, inadequate sanitation, 
heavy seasonal rains, floods, droughts, and 
climate change have all contributed to increasing 
outbreaks of cholera.  

Increasing humanitarian crises due to conflicts, 

the effects of climate change (drought and 

flooding), political instability and lack of 

development are leaving an increasing number 

of people at risk for cholera across WHO’s six 

regions. Of the countries that are reporting active 

outbreaks, many are experiencing conflict or 

political violence in affected areas (Afghanistan, 

Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(DRC), Ethiopia, Haiti, Nigeria, Somalia, Syria 

and others) (See table).  

In two of these countries, the current outbreak is 

not affecting conflict areas, but there is a high 

risk of spreading into areas of ongoing conflict 

(Ethiopia and Cameroon). Other countries are 

experiencing the effects of climate change with 

widespread floods or drought (Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Nigeria, Pakistan, and Somalia). These factors, 

along with others, including financial crises, 

mass migration of internally displaced persons 

and refugees, and a long-term lack of 

development have left large populations across 

all continents without access to clean water and 

sanitation, and healthcare, thus, at risk for 

cholera. In 2022, three countries reported 

cholera outbreaks which had not reported 

cholera for more than three years (Syria, Haiti 

and Lebanon), all countries with complex 

humanitarian crises. Their populations have 

limited access to clean water and sanitation, they 

have fragile health systems and are at the risk of 

further cholera spread in 2023.  

The large number of outbreaks in 2022 coupled 

with major political crises requiring significant 

health response (Afghanistan, Horn of Africa 

and Ukraine), put a strain on the global medical 

kit supplies, including for cholera. The 

increasing number of outbreaks is compounding 

this effect. The current cholera kit supply is 

unlikely to meet the demand without 

coordinating with potential suppliers and 

partners responding to outbreaks and advocating 

to produce more cholera kits. WHO is 

consulting with major supply partners 

(UNICEF, MSF), but further work and a 

mechanism to coordinate with countries 

requesting cholera kits and other supplies will be 

necessary.  

The global stockpile of Oral Cholera Vaccine 

(OCV) continues to be insufficient to meet all 

requests for the two-dose preventive vaccination. 

Therefore, the International Coordinating Group 

members’ decision (IFRC, MSF, UNICEF, and 

WHO) to limit all reactive OCV campaigns to 

one single dose remains active in 2023 for the 

foreseeable future.  

The global roadmap targets 47 high-priority 

countries, including countries that are endemic 

for cholera and others with infrequent outbreaks. 

In 2021, 23 countries reported cholera outbreaks 

to WHO. In 2022, 30 countries (including 14 

countries that did not report cholera in 2021) 

reported new or ongoing outbreaks, including 

Lebanon and Syria, which were not considered 

priorities when the roadmap was launched.  

WHO is working closely with ministries of health 

and health partners to achieve effective 

prevention and cholera control. Among WHO’s 

key areas of intervention are promoting access to 

safe water and sanitation, health and hygiene in 

affected communities, ensuring quality health 

care and rebuilding strong health systems. In 

addition to the immunization of at-risk 

populations with the oral cholera vaccine as a 

proven, safe and effective public health 

intervention.  

On 26 January 2023, the cholera outbreaks 

(event) was graded as a multi-region Grade 3 
Public Health Emergency after considering 

the current scale, the potential for further 

international spread, the high urgency, 

complexity factors, current low to moderate 

capacity, and the very high reputational risk. 
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COVID-19 in 22 EMR countries 

 

Update on outbreaks  
 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Summary of reported ongoing cholera 

outbreaks as of January 2023 

Current public health events of  

concern 
[cumulative No of cases (deaths), CFR %] 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19):  

2019-2023 

Afghanistan [208 222 (7871), 3.8%]  

Bahrain [696 614 (1536), 0.2%]  

Djibouti [15 690 (189), 1.2%]  

Egypt [515 609 (24 805), 4.8%]  

Iran (Islamic  

Republic of) 
[7 563 273 (144 734) 1.9%]  

Iraq [2 465 545 (25 375), 1%]  

Jordan [1 746 997 (14 122), 0.8%]  

Kuwait [662 858 (2570), 0.4%]  

Lebanon [1 226 741 (10 773), 0.9%]  

Libya [507 159 (6437), 1.3%]  

Morocco [1 272 175 (16 296), 1.3%]  

occupied Palestinian 

territory (oPt) 
[703 228 (5708), 0.8%]  

Oman [399 421 (4628), 1.2%]  

Pakistan [1 576 175 (30 640), 1.9%]  

Qatar [491 910 (686), 0.1%]  

Saudi Arabia [827 578 (9555) 1.2%]  

Somalia    [27 318 (1361), 5%]  

Sudan [63 729 (5001), 7.8%]  

Syrian Arab  

Republic 
[57 423 (3163), 5.5%]  

Tunisia [1 150 278 (29 302), 2.5%]  

United Arab  

Emirates 
[1 048 623 (2348), 0.2%]  

Yemen [11 945 (2159), 18.1%]  

WHO regions Countries affected 

AFRO 

Burundi, Cameroon, DRC, 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 

Mozambique, Nigeria,  

AMRO/PAHO Haiti, Dominican Republic 

EMRO 

Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, Somalia, Syrian Arab 

Republic (+NWS) 

SEARO Bangladesh 

WPRO Philippines 
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