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Current major event

Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic
Fever outbreak, Iraq

As of epidemiological week 27 of 2022,
Iraqi Ministry of Health has reported a
total 929 suspected cases of Crimean-Congo
Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) with 68
associated deaths at a case-fatality ratio
(CFR) of 7.3% from almost all the
governorates in the country.

Editorial note

CCHEF is a widespread disease caused by a
tick-borne  virus (Nairovirus) of the
Bunyaviridae family. It causes severe viral
hemorrhagic fever outbreaks with up to 40%
CFR. The virus is primarily transmitted to
people from ticks and livestock animals.
CCHEF is endemic in number of countries in
the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

Iraq is one of the Eastern Mediterranean
countries where CCHF is endemic. It has
been reported since 1979, when the disease
was first diagnosed in ten patients. Since
then, six cases were reported between 1989
and 2009, 11 cases in 2010, three fatal cases
were reported in 2018, and 33 cases were
confirmed including 13 deaths (CFR 39%)
reported in 2021.

Since the beginning of 2022, the Central
Public Health Laboratory (CPHL) of Iraq
was testing the suspected CCHF cases, but
the first laboratory confirmed cases were
reported in the second week of March (See
graph). Since then the number of suspected
CCHF cases steadily increased in the
country and the geographical spread of the
disease expanded to more governorates. As
of epidemiological week 27 of 2022, a total
of 929 CCHF cases, including 68 associated
deaths (CFR 7.3%) were reported by the
Ministry of Health Iraq. Of all reported
cases, 242 tested positive for CCHF virus by
RT-PCR representing a 26% positivity rate.
A total of 40 deaths were reported among the
confirmed «cases (CFR 16.5%). All
governorates reported confirmed cases
except Sulymaniah and Salah—Al Din. Thi-
qar governorate is affected the most as it
recorded 101 confirmed cases, which
represents 41% of the total cases (see table),
followed by Missan governorate with 29
cases and Wasit governorate with 24 cases.

In response to the ongoing CCHF epidemic,
health authorities in collaboration with
ministry of agriculture and other line
ministries  conducted  multi-disciplinary
epidemiological investigation in affected
governorates including active disease and
entomological  surveillance, laboratory
confirmation, contact tracing, clinical
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Trend of suspected and lab confirmed CCHF cases reported in Iraq, week 10 to
week 27-2022
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CCHF case by DOHs, Iraq Update on outbreaks
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sequencing for the virus.

WHO recommends implementation of a
joint and multisectoral national plan using
the One-health approach, where multiple
sectors such as, animal health, agriculture,
environment, veterinary services, and
researchers actively collaborate to enhance
long-term efforts to prevent and control
CCHF as well as other zoonotic diseases.
Additionally, preventive and control
strategies in the animal sector should be
implemented, including building of national
capacities in animal health, improving skills
to address health problems at the animal-
human-environment interface, integrating
surveillance of zoonotic diseases, and
supporting joint risk assessments, outbreak
investigations and control.
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