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Current major event

Cholera upsurge in Somalia

The Federal Ministry of Health in
Somalia reported an upsurge in cholera
cases in drought affected areas, mainly in
the districts of Daynile, Baydhabo and
Afgoye. WHO is supporting the Ministry
to respond to the upsurge along with
other partners.

Editorial note

As of week 7, a total of 826 suspected cases
of cholera with no associated deaths were
reported from 66 drought-affected districts.
This shows a 30% increase compared to
reported cases in the past two weeks. Most
of the reported cases (73%) are children
below five years of age. The districts
reporting most of the cases are Daynile
(177), Baydhabo (122) and Afgoye (110).
None of the new cholera cases received oral
cholera vaccines.

Of the 83 stool samples collected and
analysed in 2022, 12 samples tested positive
for Vibrio cholerae O1 serotype Ogawa.
Culture and sensitivity studies conducted in
the National Public Health Reference
Laboratory in Mogadishu showed that the
V. cholerae serotype Ogawa isolate is
sensitive to chloramphenicol and
tetracycline but resistant to ampicillin and
nalidixic acid.

Somalia is witnessing a worsening drought
as a consequence of consecutive seasons of
poor rainfall and low river water levels.
These have resulted in a shortage of safe
drinking water, poor hygiene and sanitation,
and displacement among the affected
populations, leading to more people being
vulnerable to epidemic-prone diseases,
particularly acute diarrheal disease and
measles. It was estimated that 4.5 million
people in 66 out of the 74 districts in the
country are food insecure, 671 000 of whom
have abandoned their homes in search of
water and food as per figures from the
United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA).

Since 2017, cholera has been reported
without interruption of transmission in
drought affected districts especially Banadir
region. During the first few weeks of 2022,
the number of new suspected cholera cases
has increased compared to previous years
due to an increasing number of people with
limited access to safe drinking water and
effective sanitation services.

The Federal Ministry of Health with
support from WHO and other partners has
implemented several control and prevention
measures through the established incidence

Trend of reported cholera cases in Somalia, 2020-2022
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Cholera cases in drought-affected districts
of Somalia in 2022

management team. The team meets on
weekly bases to coordinate response
activities such as enhanced early warning,
alert and response network (EWARN) for
early detection, case investigation and
laboratory = confirmation. Cholera case
management capacity has been improved
and all cholera patients received prompt
treatment services through four cholera
treatment centres that cover the drought-
affected areas.

Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH)
activities  including hygiene promotion,
household disinfection, household water
treatment and chlorination are widely
implemented. Risk communication and
community engagement activities were
strengthened, and more local partners are
involved in the health education campaigns.
The Ministry intends to implement reactive
an oral cholera vaccination campaign in the
nine drought-affected districts targeting
people aged one year and above.

WHO has been providing technical and
financial support to the Ministry and
partners to scale up response interventions
and contain the current upsurge of cholera
cases in high-risk districts.
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