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Current major event

cVDPV2 outbreak in Djibouti

On 25 January 2022, the Ministry of Health
in Djibouti notified WHO of the detection of
four circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus
type 2 (cVDPV2) isolates in three
environmental samples from two sites. The
Ministry, with support from WHO and
UNICEF, is responding to this outbreak by
investigating further and preventing its
spread.

Editorial note

Djibouti was certified as free of wild
poliovirus in 1999, and no cases have
been detected since then. The country is,
however, considered at high risk for
importing poliovirus due to extensive
population movement in its region, with
polio outbreaks having been reported in
multiple countries within the Horn of
Africa. The low level of routine
immunization coverage in some parts of
the country is an indication that Djibouti
is still at risk of poliovirus outbreaks.

Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen are
countries neighboring Djibouti that are
classified by WHO as a countries infected
with circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus
type 2 (cVDPV2) with potential risk for
international spread. In Somalia, there
was one case of cVDPV2 reported in
2021, 14 cases in 2020 and three cases
reported in 2019. Ethiopia reported 10
cases of cVDPV2 in 2021. Sudan reported
no cases in 2021, however, 39 cVDPV2
cases were confirmed across 13 states in
2020. Yemen has coexisting cVDPV1 and
cVDPV2 outbreaks. The total number of
cVDPV2 cases in 2021 is 10, while the
total number of cVDPV1 cases in 2021
was three.

Djibouti, as a country with frequent
population movement and contacts with
polio-affected countries, worked with the
support of WHO and partners to
strengthen surveillance for acute flaccid
paralysis (AFP) cases in order to rapidly
detect any new virus importation and to
facilitate a rapid response. A uniformly
high routine immunization coverage at
the district level is being maintained to
minimize the consequences of any new
virus introduction.

In 2019, Djibouti’s Ministry of Health
worked with WHO, UNICEF and other
partners to successfully carry out the
country’s first polio national
immunization day (NID) since 2015. The
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cVDPV2 reported in countries with risk of
transmission to Djibouti, 2019-2021

Yemen 10
Ethiopia | 14 | 36 | 10 9 7 9
Somalia [ 3 | 14 1 2 13 5 27 1
Sudan 59 11 14
Egypt 1 11

NID campaign targeted 120 000 children
under five years of age, a number
suggested by Djibouti’s last census in 2009.
Two vaccination strategies were followed
to reach these children through fixed points
at health facilities and a complementary
door-to-door approach using two-person
teams.

On 25 January 2022, the Ministry of
Health announced the detection of four
cVDPV2 isolates in three environmental
samples from two sites (see map).

In response to the outbreak, the Ministry
with the support of WHO and partners
initiated a detailed field investigation of
AFP cases including active case search
around Arhiba, with possible extension to
Djibouti Ville. AFP surveillance was
strengthened with a focus on high-risk
population groups and geographical areas.

The frequency of environmental
surveillance was increased at the current
sites in addition to other ad hoc sites.
Coordination with IOM and UNHCR was
strengthened to effectively reach high-risk
populations and geographies, including
camps for internally-displaced persons and
refugees. Surge mission from WHO will be
deployed to Djibouti to support outbreak
investigation and response. The Ministry of
Health is planning to conduct another NID
vaccination campaign to protect children
against polio with the support of WHO,
UNICEF and partners.
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