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Current major event

Diphtheria situation update -
Yemen

As of epidemiological week 30, the
Ministry of Public Health and
Population in Yemen reported 567
probable diphtheria cases and 32
associated deaths (CFR 5.6%) from 14
out of 23 governorates. The most
affected governorates are Sa‘ada (18% of
cases) and Al Hudeydah.

Editorial note

Probable diphtheria cases in Yemen, week 1-2020 to week 30-2021
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Diphtheria is a highly contagious bacterial
disease that primarily infects the throat and
upper airways, and produces a toxin
affecting other organs. The infection can
lead to difficulty in breathing, heart failure,

Diphtheria cases and deaths in
Yemen (2017 to week 30-202)

Update on outbreaks

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region
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complex emergency situation in Yemen has 2021 567 32 >.64 L
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recurrence and spread of diphtheria cases.

Since October 2017, Yemen has been

coverage. In 2021, the 567 cases and 32
deaths reported till week 30 represent a
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(CFR 5.6%) were reported from 14 out of
23 governorates. The most affected

programmes typical of countries such as
Yemen that are only using the primary
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Even though diphtheria is endemic to S (8056 (1519), 18.9%]
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