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Current major event

Global drowning prevention:
Resolution adopted by the UN
General Assembly

The United Nations General Assembly
adopted a historic resolution on global
drowning prevention on 28 April 2021.
The resolution recognizes the scale and
impact of drowning prevention globally,
and calls for coordinated multisectoral
action to prevent drowning, a leading
cause of injury-related death and disability
worldwide.

Editorial note

Drowning is a serious and neglected
public health threat claiming the lives of
372 000 people a year worldwide. More
than 90% of these deaths occur in low-
and middle-income countries. This death
toll is almost two thirds that of
malnutrition and well over half that of
malaria — but unlike these public health
challenges, there are no broad prevention
efforts that target drowning.

Drowning is among the 10 leading causes
of death among children and young
people in every region of the world, with
children aged under 5 years and males
being twice as likely to drown than
females. Over half of all casualties are
aged under 25 years. Income levels also
play a role, with the overwhelming
majority of drownings happen in low-
and middle-income countries where
people have daily close contact with
water for work, transport and agriculture
(see graph).

The UN General Assembly resolution on
drowning prevention recognizes the scale
and impact of this problem globally, and
the key element of this resolution is the
establishment of a new UN-recognized
World Drowning Prevention Day, with
all stakeholders, including governments,
nongovernmental organizations and their
partners, being invited and encouraged to
contribute to, and engage in, this global
day of activity.

In this regard, a guidance document was
also developed to help inspire and plan
activities and events on the first World
Drowning Prevention Day being
celebrated on 25 July 2021. This
guidance provides background
information about the establishment of
World Drowning Prevention Day, some
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key messages that participants and
observers can amplify, and offers ideas
about the types of activities and events
that can be developed by all sectors
(especially at the national and local level),
to utilize this day to its full potential.

This first-ever UN resolution for
drowning prevention is important because
it establishes the importance of the issue
as recognized by all 193 Member States of
the UN. Given the global scale of
drowning deaths, and its preventability, it
is both tragic and surprising that this issue
had not attracted more engagement
across the UN and its Member States
until quite recently.

The drowning prevention resolution
invites all Member States and their
partners to observe the day annually in
accordance with national priorities, in
order to raise awareness of the
importance of drowning prevention and
the need for urgent and coordinated
multisectoral action to improve water
safety, with the aim of reducing
preventable deaths.
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COVID-19 in 22 EMR countries
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