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Current major event

Summary of protocols available for country use and adaptation

1. The First Few COVID-19 X cases and contacts transmission investigation (FFX)

The Unity Studies: Early Investiga-

tion Protocols for COVID-19

WHO, in collaboration with
other technical partners, has
developed several generic investigation
protocols for COVID-19, branded as
the WHO Unity Studies. These protocols
are designed to rapidly and systematically
collect and share data in a format that
facilitates aggregation, tabulation and
analysis across different settings globally.

Editorial note

The recent emergence of COVID-19
means that understanding transmission
patterns, severity, clinical features and risk
factors for infection remains limited,
whether among the general population, for
health workers or in households and other
“closed” settings. Studies to assess the
epidemiology and clinical characteristics of
cases in different settings are therefore
critical to furthering our understanding of
SARS-CoV-2 and its associated disease.

The global public health community
recognized the mneed for standard
investigations and data collection tools
following outbreaks of highly pathogenic
avian influenza subtype H5N1 and the
HINTI influenza pandemic of 2009. Since
2011, two international and well-
represented networks have been working
towards the standardization of clinical,
epidemiological and laboratory methods
for use in outbreaks. These are the
International Severe Acute Respiratory
and Emerging Infection Consortium
(ISARIC) and the Consortium for the
Standardization of Influenza
Seroepidemiology (CONSISE).

The WHO expert working group on
Pandemic Influenza Special Investigations
& Studies has developed several standard
protocols for influenza. Similar protocols
have been developed by WHO in
collaboration with technical partners for
MERS-CoV. With the support of expert
advisors, WHO has now adapted the
influenza and MERS-CoV protocols to
help enhance the understanding of clinical,
epidemiological and virological
characteristics of COVID-19 by using a
combination of molecular and serologic
testing (see summary table). The protocols
and associated forms have been designed
so that data can be rapidly and
systematically collected and shared in a
format that facilitates aggregation,
tabulation and analysis across different

2. Household transmission investigation protocol for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Assessment of risk factors for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in health workers: protocol for a case

3 -control study
Assessment of risk factors for COVID-19 in health workers
Surface sampling of coronavirus disease (COVID-19): a practical “how to” protocol for health care and
public health professionals

6.  Population-based age-stratified seroepidemiological investigation protocol for COVID-19 virus infection

Schools and other educational institutions transmission investigation protocol for coronavirus disease

2019 (COVID-19)

Source: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical

Objectives of population-based age-
stratified seroepidemiological
investigation

m  To measure the seroprevalence of antibodies to
COVID-19 in the general population by sex and
age group, in order to ascertain the cumulative
population immunity.

m  To estimate the fraction of asymptomatic, pre-

symptomatic or subclinical infections in the popu-
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