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• No new Wild Poliovirus (WPV1) cases and 2 new  
cVDPV2 cases were confirmed in June 2021

POLIO TRANSMISSION

• 321  children with Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) 
- 138 females and 183 males - were reported in 
June 2021. A total of 2,102 AFP cases have been 
reported since the beginning of 2021. Of these, 
2,003 cases have been discarded as non-polio. 
About 53 cases are pending final classification

• The non-polio AFP rate remained above 8, stool 
adequacy stood above 88%, and non-polio 
enterovirus rate ranged between 10-18 in all 
regions

• No new WPV1 and 2 new cVDPV2 positive 
environmental samples were confirmed  in June 
2021

AFP / ENVIRONMENTAL 
SURVEILLANCE

• 13 cross-border vaccination points, 49 cross-
border teams and 200 permanent transit teams 
(PTTs) were operational in June 2021

• Permanent transit teams vaccinated 562,017  
children, and cross-border teams vaccinated 
79,834 children against polio in June 2021 

• 493  children under 10 were given OPV in 
UNHCR repatriation centre and IOM sites 
receiving returnees and refugees from Pakistan 
and Iran in June 2021

• Between Jan to end of June, 3,473 returnee 
children were vaccinated with OPV and 187 
children with IPV, respectively 

• 2,625 international travelers were vaccinated in 
June 2021 in compliance with IHR

COMPLEMENTARY  
VACCINATION ACTIVITIES

WHO
Dr Irfan Elahi Akbar
akbari@who.int

UNICEF
Godwin Mindra
gmindra@unicef.org

/WHOAfghanistan 
/poliofreeafghanistan 
/afghanistanunicef 

@UNICEFAfg 
@WHOAfghanistan
@PolioFreeAfghan

www.unicef.org/afghanistan  
www.emro.who.int/afg 

Polio-Free Afghanistan  Poliofree Instagram

Key communication activities 

• 219,235 caregivers (including 151,047 females) were engaged in polio, routine immunization, mother and child health (MNCH) promotion and 
COVID-19 prevention awareness sessions by the Immunization Communication Network (ICN) through house-to-house visits and community 
meetings in the south, southeast, and northeast regions 

• 1,253 residents including female students, women and youth were engaged through 40 educational sessions on poliovirus transmission and 
prevention by the community engagement promoters in the west region

• 535 elderly female household members who have influence in decision making in families,  and representatives from the local directorates of 
women’s affairs were reached with health education messages on polio vaccination, routine immunization (RI) and ways to fight the poliovirus 
in the south region 

• 521,158 females were reached with polio and mother and child health awareness by the female mobilizers/vaccinators (FMVs) through 54,996 
sessions in east, west, south and southeast regions

• 1,362 individuals, including religious influencers, local authorities and community influencers were reached with awareness sessions through 
the provincial Islamic advisory groups in the south, southeast, east, and west regions 

• 336,255 under five children were given polio vaccine drops and 49,606 girls and women received tetanus (TT) vaccine from the FMVs in the 
south, southeast, west, and east regions

Traditional and digital media engagement

Radio round tables 62 News reports 376 Social media posts engagement 321,591

TV round tables 14 Total social media reach 7,491,829 New followers 42,947

PEI support to COVID-19 till end of June 2021
• 107,300 suspected cases of COVID-19 were 

reported
• 339,734 polio health workers, government and 

NGO staff were trained on COVID-19 surveillance
• 270,820 community and religious influencers 

were reached for support and training

“One of my close relatives 
was paralyzed by polio 
and had a very difficult 
life because of it. Seeing 
how hard things were 
for him, I decided to join 
the polio programme as 
a polio health worker so I 
can save children from this 
horrible disease. This is the 
reason I’m so committed 
to convincing families 
who refuse the polio 
vaccine. Two drops of the 
polio vaccine can prevent 
permanent paralysis and 
ensure a healthy and bright 
future for your child.” 

Gulnaz, polio health 
worker, Herat    
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