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Abstract:

BACKGROUND: Haemobartonella (also known as Mycoplasma) is a blood organism of
cats and can cause many anemiaand many clinical signsin theinfected cats. OBJECTIVES:
The purpose of the present study isto calculate the incidence rate of haemobartonellosisin
pet cats of Tehran and study its relationship with certain factors. Moreover, some blood
parameters in the infected cats were compared with non-infected ones. METHODS: 0.5 ml
blood samplesfrom cephalic veinsof 120 pet catsin Tehran were prepared and after sending
to parasitology laboratory and slide preparing, were stained with Giemsa. Finally, all of the
prepared slides were studied with photomicroscope for presence of Haemobartonella.
M eanwhile, therel ationshi p betweentheinfectionand somefactorsincluding age, sex, breed,
animal maintenance type, and color of their coats were studied with Chi square method.
Moreover, some blood parametersin the infected cats were compared with non-infected by
MannWhitney test. RESULTS: Resultsshowed that out of 120 pet catsin Tehran, 14(11.67%)
were infected to Haemobartonella. Statistical analyses didn't show any significant
relationshi p between theinfectionand theabove-mentioned factors. Al so, theresultsshowed
significant decrease in number of RBC, MCH, MCHC, NRBC, and number of Band cells
compared with non-infected cats. CONCLUSIONS: Our findings showed that
haemobartonellosisis one of the probable diagnoses, when we have anaemiain pet cats of
Tehran.
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Figure Legends and Table Captions
Figure 1. Observed Haemobartonellain blood samples of Tehran pet cats.

Table 1. Frequency and incidencerate of haemobartonel osisin pet cats of Tehran based on their age.

Table2. Frequency andincidencerate of haemobartonel osisin pet catsof Tehran based on somefactorsincluding sex, breed, color of their
coats, animal maintenancetype.

Table 3. Comparison of someblood parametersin catsinfected to Haemobartonella with non-infected cats.
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