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Alcohol poisoning caused by homemade Arak
and the necessity of applying the control system

Sophie Bar guil’

Abstract

Background: The Arak is a common alcohalic spirit in Syria, where it is produced in licensed enterprises
and by some proud farmers that produce it from their grapes. However, this spirit is often produced
outside the controls of the manufacturing cycle in terms of fermentation and distillation, thus exposing the
consumers to risk of methanol poisoning, which confirms the need to submit Arak’s production to the
control as extremely essential.

Materials and Methods: This study is based on a database built on a series of investigations of alcohol
poisoning cases; methanol was detected and rated according to the standard chemical methods, where the
results have been analyzed and treated by the statistical analysis method used in phar maceutical resear ch.
Results: The study showed the amount of variation in the concentration of methanol depending on the
difference in the method of preparation fermenting grapes between domestic and industrial way. It also
showed therole of repeated distillation to reduce the concentration of thistoxic substance

Conclusion: The results of the analysis reveal the importance of treating the high concentrations of
methanol by the repeated distillation process to reach the allowable value, further more the importance of
applying the control system to provide the quality of this popular spirit.

Key words: spirits, alcohol poisoning, arak, methanol, control system,

" Associate Professor, Faculty of Pharmacy —Damascus University.
158



BESHNES

2015 - J ) a3l - (5D 5 aal sl Al ~iaall o slall (Be daals dlaa

Bl Clliie JJamy 4Dl of V) Sedation 4y S 5l
Aleal) LY 5 & pumally i ol el Lgie iy dand
e R

Ay a5 S il el Jsttindly pandl) madla fag
da adhy A4S el duuasll dleadl S5 S
“12 Gz s bae ax ek bjabie Gl el s )
Jaill (mea ) adsats adliid jig DA el 24
g e pad) dpuaall dleal)

G oYy elaaly dall) Al by
ca¥ly  Coma  clwdly el &)
Extra s ,ell z s 4o dkial e Dlmd «Convulsion

A8l ey JAsm Al pyramidal  Syndrome
Jaati g ¢ Mild tremor 4aall 4ie HI 5 «Bradykinesia

R A

ol bVl s el @l eV G
piiady ¢ il Jaal s pxl) Galill 5 dpluzall 45,0
s Al eadl lasy Al il s gyl
el dedg aenill 3 Sadll el fagiy . Sal
4y, B u=Bliy «Optic Disc Hyperemania (s el
el s 8Tl e el siag oY)
pardly angd el o Ol aendll il
Sl dam ohdl B VT il sLEY
b L el () 5o Aa of o LS O Sl
Jsalls 0N ey ¢ il Jadll Gl jel 5 ¢ gl
Lo

S Jsliadl Say ol s3gd (5 pmall S Cun (0
N S gl lad e CH3OH il Js
prby s Axdl) 93 Ol ae Ble s AR
S Lk iy oW 3 daies Ll aoe Gls
glsl e oaS amal S (DY e Lelia
. laal

“ o

TAadla

o 2003 ale cian ) Jpasll sl cV S
s Lpaal Y 8 BV L esha oyl dluilae
paniil Ailine lact (30 1358 43 g i o3 3 dpunil
dapen oyl g 4l Gl g ol Al gl
smny 52 Cisall 5 cagumar (53 jead) S 3l
Lalu) oda 2l aga ASEe Chamg duzmd LAY
Gl clely (Jid piage LeSlgiue Ales
e UK Ll 5l i sl

J5 g gl Jadl aedll cNla ) D 13
A Ll L o sl s pdall (e ddle de
k) daled) L) lealia) ae Y delaal
O ¢ AT (aie il il 6 g dats JaSlly pal
e b G lnd s A lE (il g (Bl £ sl 14
Akl Gl sl

s Claw Y Lo dpmd JaS aendl dud,
e xS e 3y ) < clea pent O
3% e e pal AT aae Al ¢ ouliad)
ddse aal i jlm s e Jnd ks 3
G Ayl s s Sl L Gl Lag UaaY)
e agh allall o Il el oLl s callad)
bl 3li bl daw gale 25 sl 2004
On ad leel £ 5 ALy ld 220000 agie Jsasl
foaladl daall daiie laa L 3y lle 29 5 15
s B Jadl (Ll oo JlE) e Jeall
s e JpaSl et e 2l dpallall ilingd )
2011 oo yalall (Ll

Lalle ilaasdll Y el 8 Jall sl 3 pns
dpadl et Jsilinadl S e e das 25 )
Tpand) (minie LS e ol o gy gy ¢ samsal
Fasaal) Aleal 31,08 V) Al Al s Y

159



A8 5l s Gk ) 55 peins U e grieadll 5pally I oa Sl panl

Llall il s pludyl vie oSl 4 J gl iy
O soxel Ao 5L B ppedd) Aol 5 el g oy (SO
aaall oyl Y saie Alcoholhydrogenase 4 sl
Pa a3 Jelay (2 5 1 dabad) dseudl 2
S Sl ne aaal ol il e 5 3ads 2-1
salall e Joswdd) (2 dilag)  Jail

.(1 J<5) Metabolic Acidosis  lEwy)

BN

Adiaall g g Kal Sl e Jslinall Aayy 13

Cllee Alubuy il Al ciligddl b sl
e 308 Jail (aes ) GOk

cH,0H [0] H.cHO+H,0
s
Methanol Formaldehyde 1
0
H.CHO __ [)H.cooHco, . ,
Formaldenyde Formic Acid ’ 2

llgnds il 58/ 0.1 sl a8 S5
HAY

gl Gany Al clpudd Jis Ja
8 3800 0.6 Jame S pal Joas 8 Jsiliall 35S 53
o A elld py 14583 60 L) 30 o sl S b
1 63 i J sl (a ity sl da 3 a2
I ga ok

Vo S sl Gpsddl Gl B ) Tk,
Glydall Gilide Gn g ol Gsd) e
S RS 3 sk o ppmad il ) |l (il el
omat L U i by d e dislion i b
S e s G Al Gaee A6
G Uity Jall il i b
el dpaa d dasend) paall e das 4laS
eeliall s 3l

Oo WE sl 8@y Y ColEa) alle o aas
Jall Gaea Dl ddee eday of V) amal
o pall 558 G JSG SO 13 WS ey
DY) a8 Jull) men e i By Y 4k
S al 13 Citny LS el 20 s ) sy s o
iake 2-1 o385 Hiad 13 dall aeuill juad
LAk das 53 el

128 dimgen Aaju a8 Jaill (mes (5 gise Jaii
G bt il aall Gl 138 oS 5y cdass )
G el Gmen ity 452y sy el da
280 L g3 sl oS anSS
(sl Slead e sy Led 7L

S Y Gl ann 8 sl o3 3sa Lhlie
Cogll M5 cauall Lgall Aall Ly W ojeas
£5/06 10-6 o o 1S5 o el ) ey
A sl el Al ) Al Cle s g3

160



S, L pa 2015 - J ) a3l - (5D 5 aal sl Al ~iaall o slall (Be daals dlaa

FDH | FTFHs
Methanol | _ ADH ' I Formaldehyde |t | FOMIC ACId | e | CO5 + H,0
Ethanol

Fomepizol  ADH: Alcohol Dehydragenase; FDH : Formaldehyde Dehydragenase
F-THF-S : 10-Formyl Tetrahydrofolate-Syntetase

Joitial) CMELL Jalya 1 1 J8&

%13

Jaray gyl Hhae a7 3all e jpeadl dolee aiy
G @ el juac o e 1S 10 U ey S 1
i) 8 el CAQN il lens bl
ol o3a Zl) aas i ) 1l 3l

i Jgilinadl e CaiSll Lued sadied) 39k G
e Y kil @ el e @l el o e
e liall &, -

pady sl izl o Al ALl A
4l Al (e Alsal Lo duglls A Lo gl
ooddls POl Lgydl dupa Ji el sy
St Y RGP EN-VIE S0 TP PN R PO
Op S i 0 5355 o G ol Ll dals
S Ay hd clla) o § ol (e Al (9622 518
e

Y S sl € o W e sal Dl
i S o Wlis L gl Cujll
mho o smsad lal Lad lus 2l g e
il peme GeAY bl heay 5 5Ld) el
spemall Ladns gy sl Ssddl e JAD 2l
pedill als (al ol 3

Sledll o adiar ) &gl amadl dd ) B
FR b als il 5,8 e 53y sal Al
Baw ) e 58 ) gl V) LS delial

: &kl g 3 gl

M) Qsda ppans 395k

Oe Caiay st A al g i) e el Sa
48 ISl g o) il sl i 3 ALE 45
Oyl ke Gyl ) Gl 9655-500
Dhall g i 13 uaSl Jfg 4-2 A (J5aal)
Ak cueny Goadl B GRS 1Y ¢ Shedd sl
pxdiall ol s caiall Ao 5y Aadidl aial)
Gebiall FOLIL Goall Fl) ddaas aas Ladlial
Dand 1338 J5 L il o pemat of V) Feal
Wl e 08l Gam il ol e a3l
A0 3ial) 43y k)

oy a5 el Lawimd g e iall L i)
&&MQJJ%MLH)@@A#&‘PTQ
Sy iall 3giie e 8 g pall Al lesdl e
o sal b any Lo Jaint . et e sl o U
CH ) Al 5 ) all dayn 8 oS (S Adli
e bacbiaie Gleld dsa g Mg s JS JiL)
o) lee 23 e | 5830 COp @58l ]
osl) 8550 Q) el jat Aleadl o3a Lk lgalaiy
Jelal) lapaaily il ¢ g < 2l B e palaill
g onedil) Alee g L OpnsSY) (e Buta Ao
s ppaddll Alee i L L) cleld aelian oleml
57 omgde s ) L i) Jey Loy 15

161



A8 5l s Gk ) 55 peins U e grieadll 5pally I oa Sl panl

C_‘a\l\j\ oda 45 ,l8a <2009 , 2007 ‘é-AL‘: Cm A
s O DL sty A Al Al b
il g yreanl) LB:")‘L' & Aaludl saladl eda 3 i

Aany) Jdadl) (5 4k

e Jpenally G all Jpa) 3y il ciial -
) Sl b Sl 52018 ol Gl
haay) Jdatl ok Lilas) gl clis, -
nd il AVl Al b 1L sy
sl Gl Al

Gl e Jsliad ap, oo CaiSl oadel -
JEl Gasa e de 1 Casl Y cipuldl dges)
e o 50 o Lol 3 e IS e Jo 10 S )
on sasns e f Jslidl 2sny oo LihesS (RS
Caea Al J sl Jels Pl
el Alagn (B kil b ) e s S
.(2 J5) Conway method 4&; yhay laaey € Al il
Al ade Ayglall il b Jsitad G (i
o WV 905 Adla) aay ¢ Al caball st lea
n S S I (KMNO,) sl sl e s Jslae

3S)

Jie cadany A ) e 3,85 Jsasl e Adle

Saccharomyces e s ISLYN yilad AP

g %3-1 Jaar Lpaad ) il ol Gl

s el Pl Lelee Lapliil o) gell jé 55 o paall

ool 4-2 gnz 5 U peeanl cad J4Y)

s e Lasag 0 Y dame 8 by uaal

Al Jee 8 pedill dlee e Aailil) 3 a0 il

om by 5n o Aladl dudie b S0t

i gie da L 25-15

Joladl i€ delu 50 sab pedill ddee asn

613 57 o oo JoaS 1385 LeDla

tdagl) alie

Al (e A Glily saeld e A0 )l p2a Cadic)
S el A pontll Y1) a2 e

Ghg cllall s2a ull;} u..Uq .J\ ¢ @Lu.d\ (e e
Ja) e 30

soals dpaal waat iy () il ds e -

pantt Alla 163 daw (e LelSay JasSll aanil

Hlia e 222 4 2009 5 2007 e n Al

e g sk )k

Gl Al il pas gl Al il jadl) As e -

U e Aital) A pa Sl g 55l (0 220 ERE

Ao Gm ARl pasty (48D dalai) Lu:\_ua B

bl 5 yedill 5 jumaill 45, Hha g easa

Cadl el sl 85aid el s -

> Color disappears

bl =l e Jo10
KMnOy | sodium pisulphide |
CH3;0H > HCOH
Oxidation
Violet Color [€=] Sulfaric Acid [€=|Chromotropic Acid

|

Joitisall o chdsl Auilassl) 4090 12 J2&

162



Sl

2015 -J Y 222l = (5 50N 5 aal ) alaall —dgaall o glall (Bl dxala Al

G2 Y el Gl o ) bl Axa) e
B o Sl el iy L)y Al cle ol Js
J ) Dl Gy Jalall S e e Adlle
Lsed dane e Aldn 5 A Jsall) gyl g5
& Amias g A e We Ugene sdlas I 25ms
3sas o OBl s L 13 L lE Al e i
sod Aaf L) Jlidl Ge Adad Auadl o
Clispball juaad 8 el adadil sl

L) sl (e Yoy i ] A

g

Aalal) pandtll ca alur B oasl aacdl) Agi e

i el 5 e Leia¥) 5 AHE) ) Lola LS5 L 1Y
D) Alan) Al o ekl i (JsasIl aanill
de osalil dadla & Alyeal) A0 DU iy dila
Gans ikilae 8 Al pandll cY e 2010
aaill () 2009 5 2007 ae Gm osshhs
A el Gy 9620 dad U< (Al aSl <l sl
(3 J8) aedll VS 23 Mlaa) (e 4l

giﬁmgéeuﬂ\ﬁ\lhdﬁiaMJZSM

sk b

§ el Jpandl B e s Le s il slen (B
Aaalall Lgdy 5 iy die JS) e

san

AaSl aacdl) cila b Jgilisall g0
Jiatly Gl Gl dalidy Fad 1 e
(Goalls s 5yl o i 5O penl Alea i jal
iy dbdlas bl e (elia 5 Jn Jlas e

omand (38 jhy Agasl g pdiall Ciiiiai 11 Jgan

a; il 2ae i‘) =
3 14
3 31 3 7

25 7 13 JESERN
25 20 (e
50 27 14 & saxd

163



Al ol ke 55 pam s Ul e giamal) (3 5ally I on Sl cal

S eluall @oadl e Gine (b o )b qppm
(4 J<3) 101ppm 59.05ppm e e G A ladga g S s A J bl e

Ml 55l e 1A LEAY1 5 Qe dny (G

2385 5 7.879 ppm O sl R S (il 5ol

250 PPmM 200 ppm |
zm .-"f' :MH 'L:l-"'_l-u"h- ﬂh ~-"' e
'.’I!J .L'L'i.v.d'u.qﬂ s g gl g ) =
150
100
il e ==
0 [ —
{} & - = - z/
1 2 | 3 | 4 5 6
=l 7.879 10.1
e 7.BBo9 9.05 52.175 52.973 191.66 23B.51

ATl e AN Aleall B A5 Gad B Jgiliaal) 858 s -4 g
o i@ Jsludl 585 GlS daa ge sl
ol Y (5 JSAl)  Agsal WD dd oS
WBDle 25m 55 il daia ol Laa) Aol & lie e
O DA m e e Lol dadl) Sisy ek L o

(R*=0.92) J sl 3 i g A gual) ALY

50%
45%

a0% 4

35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10°%

5%

0%

Sl Gl e pfive o D 23 e i LS
(200 ppm) 4 7 samsall eV 2all (e iy B LS
s lall (264) i Ayl Apldl il sl (G
Crfy Ay 8 el y alaall dalall Al e
o Osltidl 3S5 A e el Laaf gl ol

Jsiisal 348 i g A geal) ABESY (py AN -5 S



Sl

2015 -J Y 222l = (5 50N 5 aal ) alaall —dgaall o glall (Bl dxala Al

e 36 L Goall e due 72 Gl il culed
il e sl ailae B Lo (s sl de 5
davdag Wy 3 e due 36 5 ¢Goall Lemiiad

(2 Joa) hie 3 o 5 Jnily

) Addla

s e b sl 3 55 A plii ) Gl e iy
ilaa b Alaed bl el D Gl
Sl deaall lae ae slailly sdand) il el
2009 52007 ae G yaiall HHpadl ¢gall

Jsilinal 58 A dilasl) ulaall af -2 Jsan

S5 b Aelil Jal sl yaadl il

onal amian $ ok G gl

d:d;'.'u BJLG}.}J
On Jsbd

poanill Laldl s daladl Lgpal il el
phaEll ool B3 s 5 pad) 3 lS Aiaill pedll
Lo ‘J&hﬁﬂ\ daJ)A} qgjld\ )yéxiﬂ\ gﬂdpjj

eyl Lo gidl) clie juae

ke sl S
399 644 1 e
391 761 2
459 538 3
53 71 1 dexe
97 227 2 Jone
150 241 3 Jana
416 648 aa) 3
131 180 aa) Jae

gl ddsal g il adl e dlead) oda il A5 e e

Cun e gl e 2-8 5l & Galitl L s

- B

Goe O Aaf iy Jelindl 385 o 490 sde
Gl Oy ayh paall juae sy AT
(6 US). el (3 ul 5 L

i
1600
) 0 palrs
1400 —
A . &
1200 = - o
1000 ~— g; d}w}':.:.‘}d
g00 — &
E
G600
o o o
400 Pt ﬁ
200 Tes) T:
Y SmLnTLnEREARARARRAR
525 Ll | feudouil) s Siliad) il 5
Lyl 38 2

165



A0l ol ks 55 um g Ll e gamal) (3 5lls I sn Sl el

1600 - e Ve w - Y Ll
1300 | A R R
i 1, e ¥ i e ¥ e f
£ = -
lnm . F .' e = - _‘
oo | A
600 | §
=% - & *
| 2 L ] ol
400 .-I""".Ii s K 3a .
200 |y gga
o - ek 2 :
12 3 456 7 8 9101112

il Sl g Sildgadl it
Jpt 38 50
Jsiisal 358 il ana g am 6 J

padivall Cuiall g ogig opkEl sl Basas pedills Gl g Jslial S8 ad 8 auls ol 2 -l
Ll We sy 5l et o olly cadlialy 648 Jinas oLl jie sanal @iy piadd 3 juaadl
ilse e 058 8 il Glial e g ol aaiy (7 56 JSA) 52 Jsas) i sl cppm 180 ppm
adinih Fuslal) 5yl Jalaall Gl L2l Gl sl Jitisall S5 6 ol Lad 1o of oS -0
A Geld sl e pmadl Gilel sy aulis cqiadl sy

semadl Gk @l 8 55 Y A el

PEESSTEES s == |—BDD -
WY Jua I
= s ,‘1 ~+ 700 TN
My Jaaa e - ‘:5’ : |_ 600 - 600
.—-‘\"d,u:,__ — B & &-l_ sm o '..\_\_\_ 500
By o | |_ 400 _‘1 N -
i | H
PR e i3 T 0
My i ST 200 _ % e
— 100 3 w
: =g ~3 Y
\ ) e - By | o

Sl g 5l EUNI (o Jsilal 35 e 17 g

166



IS L 2015 -J Y 222l = (5 50N 5 aal ) alaall —dgaall o glall (Bl dxala Al
CRENE=F I BIPE-EL
im
sae) eSS el agi " 1200 B8 g s e DLalS 2 gl s
SN ) .
5 o - 1000 aly iﬂ\;._thﬂ&naf;ﬂ\w
Rl poa SLalS ) i TN [ 1000
Al ubanh b
: x [ i - 800
ja bl e il ss o
saalg _i + 600 - ore .
o3 Rl
4 5 a0 % - a00
S
. T 200 : L 200

() Jal yag puandl iyl o) Al il adl) Alas b Joilial 38 55— 8 &
daid ve Badldl e ) gl 385 ey eddl Gl 55 S 8 S e gy -
Bk 8 oaid (G sae 05) ) mas agidl it 55 3 e LS saly) 8 dyedd
med Sl ale) o ISl LS (elial jumail  Gilaal 8 A5 o sall il "cuial) 5350” ae SLS
(9 JSal) Bsale 0S8 Jptadl S5 omash gl el b Ol A s ssesdl dlee

il ks alely Jsitisal)l S 5 pasas oSe -
ot oSa ) Sl Adee a4 Ll

1400
o ©
1200 o a—a
2 " wa0000
4, 1000 o0 0o 000 R,
3 200 & o © OB Jg SRS s DL 2 gl
“ Y D 3ale) aa Sal€ Cual) A ghie
'% 600 = 3¢ S ) Sale) e LAl ol agiie
qon__n_a_n_ﬂ_ O Baly B e il g caiall juas
200
R« %
olx T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
1 2 3 4 5 & 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

(k) Jal pag il A8y sk quung) 4L il adl daa 8 Jeiliaal) 85— 9 S

grasis o bl ey juaadll 8 Al
el laa) a3l ) aae hlis
panill AadSA S slid g lou) Wl
Cladlaall Gk Ly Lot Lol 13850 588
b Ol sl L im ey ) aenl) s 6 Adlansy)
RPN

& dsludl 58 5 a8 4 ocamly olal 1 Wl
dalal a8 Wie J Lelia pumadl (55l JsaS
2l 8 sasadl (e Giail s saade A, (il 5 S

Lo i ey Luns 4ASliaal) 3ol o3
G A LU 5 el i dal Ua
AL o8 e (M) ) )

167



A8 5l s Gk ) 55 peins U e grieadll 5pally I oa Sl panl

References
1- Suleiman JC. Evaluation of Collective Poisoning with methanol in Albassel Hospital "from Forensic Point of
View". Tishrieen University Journal for studies and Scientific research. 2007, 29(1),19-28.
2- Paasma R, Hodva KE, Tikkerberi A, Jacobsen D. Methanol mass poisoning in Estonia: Outbreak in 154
patients. Clin Toxicol (Phila). 2007, 45:152-157.
3- Lai MW, Klein-Schwartz W, Rodgers GC. et a. Annual Report of American Association of poison Control
center' National Poisoning and exposure database. Clinical Toxicol. 2006, 44:803-932.
4- WHO, International Programme on Chemical Safety Exposures, Education and public awareness activities,
2004.
5- Ley CO, Gali G. Parkinsonia syndrome after methanol intoxication. Eur. Neurol. 1983, 22:405-409.
6- Scrimgeour EM. Outbreak of Methanol and Isopropanol poisoning in new Britain, papua hew Guinea. Med.
J. Aust 1988, 2:36-38.
7- Liu JJ, Daya MR, Carasguillo O, Kaes SN. Prognostic factors in patients with Methanol poisoning. Clin
Toxicol J. 1998, 36:175-181.
8- Bennett JCD, Chaloun FP. The ocular effects of Methyl alcohol poisoning. Report of a Catastrophe involving
320 persons. Am. J. Ophtalmol 1992, 36:1677-1685.
9- Tephly TR. The toxicity of Methanol. Life Sci. 1991, 48:1031-1041.
10-Benton JL, Cary FH, Mitchell GL, Cooper MN. Acute Methyl Alcohol Poisoning. A Review based on
experiences in an autbreak of 232 cases. Medicine (Baltin) 1993, 32:431-463.
11- Jacobsen D, McMartin KE. Methanol and Ethylene glycol poisoning. Mechanisms of Toxicity, Clinical
Corse, Diagnosis and Treatment. Med Toxicol 1986, 1:309-314.
12- ATSDR Methanol toxicity. Am Fam Phus. 1993, 47:163-174.
13-Dutkiewiez B, Konezakik J, Karwacki W. Skin absorption of administrstion of methanol in men. Int Arch
Occup Environ Health. 1980, 48:81-88.
14-Hassan A. Determination of Concentration of Methanol in some Spirits Produced Locally. Thesis in
Damascus University 2009.

2012/12/4 Bied dads Aaa A Gl 595 500
.2013/5/30 _nall 4 5 o )

168



