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Acknowledgement of the work of Dr Mohammad Haytham Khayat

Following the appointment of a new editorial board and advisory panel for the Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal, 1 would like to pay
tribute to Dr Mohammad Haytham Khayat, who served as Editor-in Chieffor 19 years. Dr Khayat played a key role in creation of EMH] in
1995 as a new peer-reviewed journal for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, through the amalgamation of two journals, the Health Services
Journal and the EMRO Epidemiological Bulletin. Under his leadership, EMH] has developed from just two issues a year, to 12 issues a year,
with submissions increasing from just a few to over 700. It has evolved to become a leading journal in the Region, growing both in popular-
ity and reputation, and becoming a flagship publication of the Regional Office. In recent years the journal has also been published online
and is now one of the most frequently visited sections of the Regional Office web site. As of Volume 19, 2013, EMH] has been included
in Thomson Reuters’ Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social Science Citation Index, online at the Web of Knowledge. This will lead
to the journal having an impact factor by 2015. All this could not have been achieved without Dr Khayat's guidance and steadfast support.

Dr Khayat is well known within and outside the World Health Organization Regional Ofhice for the Eastern Mediterranean for his long
and valuable contribution to public health in the Region, for his dedicated promotion of the use of Arabic and the dissemination of pub-
lic health information in both English and Arabic. In the latter regard, supported by Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, former Regional Director, he
founded the Regional Arabic Programme, which subsequently became the WHO Arabic Programme. He was a key figure in the incep-
tion and production of many Regional Office publications in his 30-year career with the Organization. These include The unified medical
dictionary, now in its 4th edition, which aims to make basic medical terms accessible to Arabic-speaking doctors, dentists and other
medical and scientific professionals, and the educational series The right path to health: health education through religion which, in a region
where religion plays such an important role in people’s lives, aimed to draw on religion to help promote healthy lifestyles and practices.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Khayat for his dedication to EMH] in his 19 years as Editor-in-Chief. It is, and will

continue to be, sincerely valued and appreciated.

Dr Ala Alwan
WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean
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