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Current major event

Zika virus transmission continues

As of May 2016, a total of 58 coun-
tries and territories across the world
have reported continuing mosquito-
borne transmission, of which, 46
countries are experiencing a first out-
break of Zika virus since 2015, with
no previous evidence of circulation.
No country in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region has yet reported any
transmission of Zika virus infection
till date.

Editorial note

Zika virus continues to spread geo-
graphically to areas where competent
vectors are present. Since the decla-
ration of WHO, on 01 February
2016, that the clusters of microceph-
aly thought to be associated with
Zika virus (ZIKV) constitute a pub-
lic health emergency of international
concern (PHEIC), cases have contin-
ued to increase in countries with
presence of known mosquito vec-
tors.

As of May 2016, a total of 58 coun-
tries and territories have reported
transmission of Zika virus infection.
Although, currently a decline in cases
of Zika virus infection has been re-
ported in some countries ot in some
parts of the countries, there is no
overall decline of the outbreak and
the overall global risk assessment
associated with the virus remain un-
changed.

What is new now compared to Feb-
ruary 2016 is that there is now inter-
national scientific consensus that
Zika virus is a cause of microcephaly
and Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS).
Consequently, Zika virus infection
and its associated congenital and
other neurological disorders contin-
ue to be a PHEIC. As of May 2016,
microcephaly and other central nerv-
ous system (CNS) malformations
potentially associated with Zika virus
infection or suggestive of congenital
infection have been reported by a
number of countries or territories.
There has also been report of person
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Zika Virus: Current situation

Classification No

No of countties/tertitoties report- 58
ing ZIKV transmission

Update on outbreaks

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

No of countries reporting non- 10
vector transmission of ZIKV

No of countties/tertitoties report- 12
ing microcephaly and/or CNS mal-
formation cases potentially associat-
ed with ZIKV

No of countries/tetritoties report- 13
ing GBS cases potentially associated
with ZIKA

-to-person transmission of Zika vi-
rus infection other than mosquito-
borne  transmission,  principally
through sexual mode of transmis-
sion. (please see the box above)

In recent time, Zika vitus outbreak
has been reported from Cabo Verde
and sequencing of the virus has
shown that this virus is the same as
the one that circulates in Brazil. This
is a clear evidence that ZIKV can
spread internationally and establish
new transmission chain in areas
where the vector is present.

In the Eastern Mediterranean Re-
gion (EMR) of WHO, a number of
countries are known to have the
competent vectors. Both epidemio-
logical, laboratory and vector surveil-
lance need to be strengthened in all
these countries to detect any sign of
local transmission or importation.

MERS-CoV in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain

Current public health events of
international concern

[cumulative N° of cases (deaths), CFR %]

Avian Influenza : 2006-2016
Egypt (A/H5NT1)

Egypt (A/HON2)

MERS-CoV: 2012-2016

[350 (117), 33.4%]
[3(0)]

Saudi Arabia [1398 (598), 42.7%]
Jordan [39 (12), 31%]
Oman [7(3),42% ]
UAE [78 (11), 14.1% ]
Kuwait [3(1),33.3%]
Qatar [14 (5), 35%]
Bahrain [1 (1), 100%]

Lassa fever : 2015-2016

Nigeria [159(82), 51.5%)
Benin [71( 23),32.3%
Germany [2(0)]
Togo [2¢0)]
Avian Influenza A (H7N9) : 2013-2016

China [752 (295),39.2%]
Wild poliovirus: 2014-2016

Pakistan

[368 (0) ]
Afghanistan [52(0)]
Zika Virus Infection: 2007-2016

58 countries and territories have reported transmission

so far



