
  

KeǇ deǀelopŵeŶts froŵ the ϱ9th sessioŶ of the RegioŶal Coŵŵitee 
for the EasterŶ MediterraŶeaŶ  

The ϱ9th sessioŶ of the ‘egioŶal Coŵŵitee foƌ the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ǁas held oŶ ϭ–ϰ OĐtoďeƌ ϮϬϭϮ at the pƌeŵises of 
the WHO ‘egioŶal OiĐe foƌ the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ iŶ Caiƌo, EgǇpt.  FuŶĐioŶiŶg as WHO highest goǀeƌŶiŶg ďodǇ at the 
ƌegioŶal leǀel, ateŶded ďǇ the WHO DiƌeĐtoƌ-GeŶeƌal Dƌ Maƌgaƌet ChaŶ aŶd the ‘egioŶal DiƌeĐtoƌ Dƌ Ala AlǁaŶ , the ‘egioŶal 
Coŵŵitee addƌessed a Ŷuŵďeƌ of sigŶiiĐaŶt health issues aŶd topiĐs, aŵoŶg the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt ďeiŶg  WHO ƌefoƌŵ, health 
sǇsteŵs stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg, ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases aŶd the IŶteƌŶaioŶal Health ‘egulaioŶs. The sessioŶ foĐused oŶ eǆisiŶg 
ĐhalleŶges aŶd gaps, efeĐiǀe ǁaǇs to addƌess theŵ aŶd the ǁaǇ foƌǁaƌd. 

The sessioŶ ĐoŶĐluded ǁith a Ŷuŵďeƌ of ƌesoluioŶs that Đalled oŶ Meŵďeƌ States to take ĐoŶĐƌete aĐioŶs to stƌeŶgtheŶ  
peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe of health sǇsteŵs iŶ oƌdeƌ to iŵpƌoǀe populaioŶ health aŶd to stƌeŶgtheŶ ŶaioŶal health iŶfoƌŵaioŶ sǇsteŵs ďǇ 
iŵpƌoǀiŶg ƌepoƌiŶg of ďiƌths, deaths, ŵoƌďiditǇ aŶd Đauses of deaths iŶ addiioŶ to ƌisk faĐtoƌs aŶd deteƌŵiŶaŶts of health. It 
also Đalled oŶ Meŵďeƌ States to iŵpƌoǀe ƋualitǇ, safetǇ, eiĐaĐǇ aŶd ƌaioŶal use of health teĐhŶologies, as ǁell as ƌaioŶal use 
of ŵediĐiŶes. As foƌ the IŶteƌŶaioŶal Health ‘egulaioŶs ;IH‘Ϳ, the ‘egioŶal Coŵŵitee uƌged Meŵďeƌ States to stƌeŶgtheŶ 
aŶd eŵpoǁeƌ ŶaioŶal IH‘ foĐal poiŶts to eŶaďle efeĐiǀe peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe of all Đoƌe fuŶĐioŶs of the IH‘ aŶd ill the gaps. 
AŶotheƌ ƌesoluioŶ ǁas issued ĐalliŶg foƌ fuƌtheƌ iŶtegƌaioŶ of eǇe Đaƌe aŶd pƌeǀeŶioŶ of aǀoidaďle ďliŶdŶess aŶd ǀisual 
iŵpaiƌŵeŶt ǁithiŶ the health Đaƌe deliǀeƌǇ sǇsteŵ aŶd to eŶhaŶĐe paƌtŶeƌships ǁith Điǀil soĐietǇ ǁoƌkiŶg iŶ the ield.  

 

 

HEALTH DIPLOMACY 
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ResoluioŶs aŶd other doĐuŵeŶts of the 
ϱ9th sessioŶ of the RegioŶal Coŵŵitee:  
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WHO reforŵ iŶ the EasterŶ 
MediterraŶeaŶ RegioŶ 

WHO͛s ƌefoƌŵ pƌogƌaŵŵe seeks to atƌaĐt 
ŵoƌe aĐiǀe eŶgageŵeŶt aŶd ŵoƌe 
iŶfoƌŵed paƌiĐipaioŶ ďǇ all Meŵďeƌ 
States iŶ goǀeƌŶaŶĐe pƌoĐesses, aŶd to 
ƌeďalaŶĐe the ǁaǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh Meŵďeƌ States 
eǆeƌĐise theiƌ ƌole as iŶfoƌŵed aŶd aĐiǀe 
paƌiĐipaŶts iŶ the ǁoƌk of the goǀeƌŶiŶg 
ďodies. 

Based oŶ iŶ-depth aŶalǇsis of the gloďal 
ĐhalleŶges faĐiŶg health deǀelopŵeŶt iŶ 
the ‘egioŶ, iǀe pƌioƌitǇ aƌeas ǁeƌe 
ideŶiied iŶ ǁhiĐh WHO͛s ĐapaĐitǇ has to 
ďe iŶĐƌeased aŶd teĐhŶiĐal suppoƌt to 
Meŵďeƌ States stƌeŶgtheŶed. The iǀe 
aƌeas aƌe: health sǇsteŵ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg; 
ŵateƌŶal, ƌepƌoduĐiǀe aŶd Đhild health; 
ŶutƌiioŶ; ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases; 
ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases; aŶd eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ 
pƌepaƌedŶess aŶd ƌespoŶse. 

IŶ a ƌesoluioŶ the ‘egioŶal Coŵŵitee 
eŶdoƌsed the iŶtƌoduĐioŶ of a ĐoŵpliaŶĐe 
fuŶĐioŶ iŶ the ‘egioŶal DiƌeĐtoƌ͛s oiĐe to 
iŶĐƌease aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ aŶd peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe 
ŵaŶageŵeŶt aŶd ƌeaiƌŵed the 
deteƌŵiŶaioŶ of the ‘egioŶal OiĐe to 
ǁoƌk ŵoƌe ĐloselǇ ǁith WHO headƋuaƌteƌs 
aŶd otheƌ ƌegioŶal oiĐes. It ƌeƋuested 
Meŵďeƌ States to ĐoŶsideƌ the possiďilitǇ 
of iŶĐƌeasiŶg the ĐoŶtƌiďuioŶs due to 
deĐƌease of theiƌ ǀalue oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs. 

StreŶgtheŶiŶg health sǇsteŵs 

StƌeŶgtheŶiŶg health sǇsteŵs is espeĐiallǇ 
iŵpoƌtaŶt as it diƌeĐtlǇ ƌelates to 
deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd eǆpaŶsioŶ of health Đaƌe 
seƌǀiĐes to Đoǀeƌ all populaioŶs. A 
teĐhŶiĐal papeƌ oŶ this topiĐ disĐussed the 
oďstaĐles aŶd ĐhalleŶges iŶ the ‘egioŶ, 
iŶĐludiŶg the Ŷeed to seĐuƌe high-leǀel 
poliiĐal ĐoŵŵitŵeŶt to aĐhieǀe uŶiǀeƌsal 
health Đoǀeƌage, stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg ĐapaĐitǇ of 
health ŵiŶistƌies, ƌeduĐiŶg out-of-poĐket 

eǆpeŶdituƌe, pƌoŵoiŶg the ĐoŶtƌiďuioŶ of 
the pƌiǀate seĐtoƌ to puďliĐ health aŶd its 
ƌegulaioŶ, pƌepaƌiŶg skilled ǁoƌkfoƌĐe aŶd 
appƌoǀiŶg pƌaĐiĐal ŵodels of faŵilǇ 
ŵediĐiŶe pƌaĐiĐe. Meŵďeƌs of the 
Coŵŵitee disĐussed the ŵeaŶs to 
stƌeŶgtheŶ health sǇsteŵs thƌough seǀeŶ 
iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs: ϭͿ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg ŵuliseĐtoƌal 
ŵeĐhaŶisŵs ǁith ƌepƌeseŶtaioŶ fƌoŵ 
puďliĐ seĐtoƌ ŵiŶistƌies, Điǀil soĐietǇ 
oƌgaŶizaioŶs, the pƌiǀate health seĐtoƌ, 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes aŶd otheƌ 
stakeholdeƌs; ϮͿ ŵakiŶg ŶaioŶal stƌategiĐ 
health plaŶs the ďasis foƌ all health 
deǀelopŵeŶt pƌogƌaŵŵes aŶd aĐiǀiies; ϯͿ 
ƌeǀieǁiŶg aŶd updaiŶg puďliĐ health laǁs 
aŶd deǀelopiŶg Ŷoƌŵs aŶd staŶdaƌds iŶ 
oƌdeƌ to eŶsuƌe eƋuitǇ, ƋualitǇ aŶd safetǇ of 
Đaƌe; ϰͿ  deǀelopiŶg ŶaioŶal ĐapaĐiies to 
stƌeŶgtheŶ goǀeƌŶaŶĐe, pƌoduĐioŶ aŶd 
deploǇŵeŶt of a ǁell-ďalaŶĐed health 
ǁoƌkfoƌĐe; ϱͿ  stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg aŶd iŶtegƌaiŶg 
pƌiŵaƌǇ health Đaƌe faĐiliies, ĐoŶsideƌiŶg 
faŵilǇ pƌaĐiĐe as aŶ efeĐiǀe appƌoaĐh to 
seƌǀiĐe pƌoǀisioŶ; ϲͿ  stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg ŶaioŶal 
health iŶfoƌŵaioŶ sǇsteŵs ďǇ iŵpƌoǀiŶg 
ƌepoƌiŶg of ďiƌths, deaths aŶd Đauses of 
death, iŵpƌoǀed ŵoŶitoƌiŶg of eǆposuƌe to 
ƌisk faĐtoƌs aŶd soĐial deteƌŵiŶaŶts of 
health; ϳͿ iŵpƌoǀiŶg ƋualitǇ, safetǇ, eiĐaĐǇ 
aŶd ƌaioŶal use of health teĐhŶologies, 
iŶĐludiŶg ŵediĐiŶes, ďǇ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg 
ŶaioŶal ƌegulatoƌǇ authoƌiies  

IŶterŶaioŶal Health RegulaioŶs  

The teĐhŶiĐal papeƌ oŶ the topiĐ pƌoposed 
stƌategies to adǀaŶĐe IH‘ aĐiǀiies iŶ the 
‘egioŶ. These aƌe: ϭͿ ƌeǀieǁ aŶd iŵpleŵeŶt 
the ŶaioŶal plaŶs ďased oŶ the gaps 
ideŶiied; ϮͿ stƌeŶgtheŶ aŶd eŵpoǁeƌ the 
NaioŶal IH‘ FoĐal PoiŶts, to eŶaďle efeĐiǀe 
peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe of all Đoƌe fuŶĐioŶs; ϯͿ 
estaďlish ŵeĐhaŶisŵs foƌ iŶteƌseĐtoƌal aŶd 
ŵuliseĐtoƌal ĐooƌdiŶaioŶ aŶd efeĐiǀe 
ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶ to faĐilitate iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ 

of Đoƌe puďliĐ health ĐapaĐiies, iŶĐludiŶg 
ďǇ addƌessiŶg ƌisk ŵaŶageŵeŶt foƌ all 
hazaƌds; ϰͿ estaďlish ŵeĐhaŶisŵs of 
ĐooƌdiŶaioŶ aŶd ĐollaďoƌaioŶ aŵoŶg 
ŶeighďouƌiŶg ĐouŶtƌies to eŶsuƌe 
iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ of Đoƌe puďliĐ health 
ĐapaĐiies of suƌǀeillaŶĐe aŶd ƌespoŶse; 
ϱͿ pƌoǀide teĐhŶiĐal, logisiĐal aŶd 
iŶaŶĐial suppoƌt to otheƌ States Paƌies, 
to the eǆteŶt possiďle.  

NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases  

‘eĐogŶiziŶg the gƌoǁiŶg ďuƌdeŶ of 
ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases, the ‘egioŶal 
Coŵŵitee eŶdoƌsed the ‘iǇadh 
DeĐlaƌaioŶ of the IŶteƌŶaioŶal 
CoŶfeƌeŶĐe oŶ HealthǇ Life stǇles aŶd 
NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle Diseases iŶ the Aƌaď 
Woƌld aŶd the Middle East aŶd the 
‘egioŶal Fƌaŵeǁoƌk of AĐioŶ oŶ the 
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts of Meŵďeƌ States to 
iŵpleŵeŶt the UŶited NaioŶs PoliiĐal 
DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ NCDs. The ‘egioŶal 
Coŵŵitee ƌeǀieǁed stƌategies to 
pƌeǀeŶt aŶd ĐoŶtƌol ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle 
diseases. Meŵďeƌ States agƌeed to 
iŵpleŵeŶt the set of Đoƌe iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs 
speĐiied iŶ the ‘egioŶal Fƌaŵeǁoƌk foƌ 
AĐioŶ, estaďlish/stƌeŶgtheŶ 
ŵeĐhaŶisŵs foƌ eŶgagiŶg ŶoŶ-health 
seĐtoƌs iŶ its iŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ, stƌeŶgtheŶ 
suƌǀeillaŶĐe foƌ ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle 
diseases aŶd theiƌ ƌisk faĐtoƌs ďǇ 
iŵpleŵeŶiŶg the WHO suƌǀeillaŶĐe 
fƌaŵeǁoƌk ĐoǀeƌiŶg ŵoŶitoƌiŶg of ƌisk 
faĐtoƌs, ŵoƌďiditǇ aŶd ŵoƌtalitǇ, aŶd 
health sǇsteŵ peƌfoƌŵaŶĐe; sĐale up the 
iŶtegƌaioŶ of the esseŶial iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs 
foƌ the pƌeǀeŶioŶ aŶd ŵaŶageŵeŶt of 
ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle diseases iŶto pƌiŵaƌǇ 
health Đaƌe; aŶd stƌeŶgtheŶ paƌtŶeƌships 
ǁith all stakeholdeƌs iŶĐludiŶg the UN 
ageŶĐies aŶd Điǀil soĐietǇ oƌgaŶizaioŶs. 

 



OŶ ϭϭ JulǇ ϮϬϭϮ, the WHO ‘egioŶal OiĐe foƌ the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ oƌgaŶized a oŶe-

daǇ ƌegioŶal ǁoƌkshop oŶ health diploŵaĐǇ foƌ WHO ‘epƌeseŶtaiǀes iŶ the EasteƌŶ 

MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ‘egioŶ ǁithiŶ the fƌaŵeǁoƌk of the Ϯϲth ŵeeiŶg of the ‘egioŶal DiƌeĐtoƌ 

ǁith WHO ‘epƌeseŶtaiǀes aŶd ‘egioŶal OiĐe staf. This ǁoƌkshop ǁas the seĐoŶd aĐiǀitǇ 

ĐoŶduĐted ďǇ the ‘egioŶal OiĐe ǁith the aiŵ of ďeteƌ pƌepaƌiŶg Meŵďeƌ States aŶd staf 

foƌ the ĐhaŶgiŶg gloďal ĐoŶteǆt ǁithiŶ ǁhiĐh health ĐhalleŶges Ŷeed to ďe addƌessed. The 

seŵiŶaƌ ďƌought togetheƌ ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes fƌoŵ ŵiŶistƌies of health aŶd foƌeigŶ afaiƌs iŶ 

ĐouŶtƌies of the ‘egioŶ, eǆpeƌts iŶ health aŶd diploŵaĐǇ fƌoŵ the Gƌaduate IŶsitute of 

IŶteƌŶaioŶal aŶd DeǀelopŵeŶt Studies, GeŶeǀa, aŶd WHO staf fƌoŵ the ‘egioŶal OiĐe 

aŶd headƋuaƌteƌs to disĐuss appƌoaĐhes to stƌeŶgtheŶ ĐapaĐitǇ foƌ health diploŵaĐǇ. 

DuƌiŶg the ǁoƌkshop, WHO ‘epƌeseŶtaiǀes ǁeƌe faŵiliaƌized ǁith the ĐoŶĐept aŶd 

appƌoaĐhes of gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ iŶĐludiŶg huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ diploŵaĐǇ aŶd diploŵaĐǇ iŶ 

fƌagile states. TheǇ eǆploƌed futuƌe steps to stƌeŶgtheŶ aŶd applǇ gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ 

iŶ the ‘egioŶ iŶ oƌdeƌ to pƌoŵote disĐussioŶ of gloďal health issues aŶd Ŷegoiate 

iŶteƌŶaioŶal iŶiiaiǀes, agƌeeŵeŶts aŶd tƌeaies iŶ a ŵuli-stakeholdeƌ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt.  

WaǇ forǁard 

Theƌe is a ƌeĐogŶized Ŷeed foƌ 
iŶsituioŶalizaioŶ of health 
diploŵaĐǇ iŶ the ǁoƌk of WHO iŶ the 
EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ‘egioŶ iŶ 
oƌdeƌ to suppoƌt its pƌioƌitǇ 
pƌogƌaŵŵes aŶd ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts ďoth 
at the ƌegioŶal aŶd ĐouŶtƌǇ leǀels.  
AŵoŶg suggested ǁaǇs foƌǁaƌd aƌe 
tǁo paƌallel tƌaĐks of aĐiǀitǇ:  

aͿ iŶsituioŶal aŶd huŵaŶ ƌesouƌĐes 
ĐapaĐitǇ-ďuildiŶg iŶ the ‘egioŶ;  

ďͿ stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg paƌtŶeƌships ǁith  
ŵiŶistƌies of foƌeigŶ afaiƌs aŶd 
health ataĐhés iŶ GeŶeǀa aŶd Neǁ 
Yoƌk, iŶ suppoƌt of pƌioƌitǇ 
pƌogƌaŵŵes, aŶd ƌegioŶal aŶd gloďal 
foƌuŵs suĐh as the EǆeĐuiǀe Boaƌd 
aŶd Woƌld Health AsseŵďlǇ. 

 

RegioŶal ǁorkshop oŶ health diploŵaĐǇ:  
ĐhalleŶges aŶd ǁaǇs forǁard , ϭϭ JulǇ ϮϬϭϮ, Cairo, EgǇpt 

UPCOMING EVENT 

The Ŷeǆt seŵiŶar oŶ 
health diploŵaĐǇ is 
plaŶŶed  oŶ ϭϲ–ϭϳ Feď-
ruarǇ ϮϬϭϯ at the WHO 
RegioŶal OiĐe for the 
EasterŶ MediterraŶeaŶ, 
Cairo, EgǇpt  



  KeǇ theŵes disĐussed 

The ĐoŶĐept of foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ has ĐhaŶged 
dƌasiĐallǇ oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs aŶd Ŷoǁ difeƌs 
fƌoŵ that of the ϮϬth ĐeŶtuƌǇ, ǁith ŶaioŶs 
todaǇ Ŷot aďle to look ateƌ theiƌ iŶteƌests 
suiĐieŶtlǇ   ;‘oďeƌt Coopeƌ, ϮϬϬϲͿ. FoƌeigŶ 
poliĐǇ todaǇ ƌeĐogŶizes that ĐeƌtaiŶ gloďal 
puďliĐ goods Ŷeed to ďe Ŷegoiated aŶd theiƌ 
pƌoǀisioŶ eŶsuƌed, aŶd that ƌegiŵeŶs iŶ the 
aƌea of tƌade aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐ deǀelopŵeŶt 
Ŷeed to ďe ĐoŵpleŵeŶted ďǇ those of the 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt aŶd health seĐtoƌs.  

The ĐoŶteǆt of diploŵaĐǇ has ĐhaŶged as 
ǁell. PƌeseŶt daǇ diploŵaĐǇ Ŷeeds to fuŶĐioŶ 
ǁithiŶ a ŵulipolaƌ ǁoƌld aŶd 
ŵulidiŵeŶsioŶal gloďal goǀeƌŶaŶĐe 
stƌuĐtuƌe. It is Ŷo loŶgeƌ ĐoŶduĐted ďǇ 
pƌofessioŶal diploŵats oŶlǇ, aŶd todaǇ its 
tasks iŶĐlude ŵaŶagiŶg ƌelaioŶs Ŷot oŶlǇ 
ďetǁeeŶ states, ďut also ďetǁeeŶ states aŶd 
otheƌ ŶoŶ-state aĐtoƌs iŶĐludiŶg the pƌiǀate 
seĐtoƌ aŶd the puďliĐ. At pƌeseŶt health 
diploŵaĐǇ has thƌee diŵeŶsioŶs: ϭͿ iŶ 
ŵulilateƌal ŶegoiaioŶs it is a ŵethod foƌ 
ƌeaĐhiŶg Đoŵpƌoŵise aŶd ĐoŶseŶsus iŶ 
ŵateƌs peƌtaiŶiŶg to health, usuallǇ iŶ the 
faĐe of otheƌ iŶteƌests ;poǁeƌ, seĐuƌitǇ, 
eĐoŶoŵiĐ iŶteƌestͿ; ϮͿ iŶ ďilateƌal/geopoliiĐal 
ĐoŶteǆts it is a sot poǁeƌ stƌategǇ usiŶg 
health foƌ foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ goals, iŶĐludiŶg 
seĐuƌitǇ; aŶd ϯͿ iŶ ĐoŶliĐt aŶd eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ 
situaioŶs health diploŵaĐǇ is a ͚ďƌidge to 
peaĐe͛. The ŵaiŶ goals of health diploŵaĐǇ 
aƌe ďeteƌ health seĐuƌitǇ aŶd populaioŶ 
health, iŵpƌoǀed ƌelaioŶs ďetǁeeŶ states 
ǁith a ǁideƌ ƌaŶge of aĐtoƌs ǁoƌkiŶg togetheƌ 

to iŵpƌoǀe puďliĐ health, aŶd outĐoŵes 
that aƌe deeŵed faiƌ aŶd suppoƌt the goals 
of ƌeduĐiŶg poǀeƌtǇ aŶd iŶĐƌeasiŶg eƋuitǇ.  

Mulilateƌalisŵ has Ŷoǁ ĐhaŶged, ŵoǀiŶg 
fƌoŵ aŶ iŶteƌŶaioŶal aŶd 
iŶteƌgoǀeƌŶŵeŶtal ŵodel to ŵuli-

stakeholdeƌ hǇďƌid oƌgaŶizaioŶs aŶd 
iŶiiaiǀes of gloďal tƌaŶsiioŶal Ŷatuƌe. This 
ĐhaŶge is takiŶg plaĐe iŶ paƌallel ǁith 
ĐhaŶges iŶ the stƌategiĐ ƌeleǀaŶĐe of health, 
as health has ďeĐoŵe aŶ iŶtegƌal paƌt of 
eĐoŶoŵiĐ, geopoliiĐal ageŶda, seĐuƌitǇ, 
aŶd soĐial ageŶda, iŶĐludiŶg ďut Ŷot liŵited 
to huŵaŶ ƌights. 

A ĐƌuĐial aspeĐt of health diploŵaĐǇ is 
ƌeĐogŶiziŶg the iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of the ƋualitǇ of 
poliiĐal ƌelaioŶships aŶd paƌtŶeƌships iŶ 
aĐhieǀiŶg health goals, the Ŷeed foƌ 
ŶegoiaioŶs ǁith aŶ iŶĐƌeasiŶg diǀeƌsitǇ of 
paƌtŶeƌs  aŶd the poliiĐal poteŶial of 
ĐolleĐiǀe deĐisioŶs aŶd Ŷetǁoƌks, 
aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ aŶd tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ. Gloďal 
diploŵaĐǇ is eǆpeƌieŶĐiŶg gƌoǁiŶg 
paƌiĐipaioŶ of ŶoŶgoǀeƌŶŵeŶtal 
oƌgaŶizaioŶs iŶ iŶteƌŶaioŶal afaiƌs 
iŶĐludiŶg thƌough alteƌŶaiǀe deǀelopŵeŶt 
ŵodels aŶd iŶseƌioŶ of suĐh oƌgaŶizaioŶs 
iŶto ŶaioŶal aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal 
deǀelopŵeŶt aid poliĐǇ-ŵakiŶg pƌoĐesses. 
SoĐial ŵoǀeŵeŶts foƌ deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd 
health, ĐoŵpƌisiŶg a diǀeƌse set of paƌtŶeƌs 
ďeǇoŶd tƌadiioŶal health iŶsituioŶs, haǀe 
Đƌeated a Ŷeǁ ŵodel of gloďal goǀeƌŶaŶĐe.  

IŶ this ĐoŶteǆt, ŵuli-stakeholdeƌ 
diploŵaĐǇ ĐaŶ ďe ǀieǁed as a ĐolleĐiǀe 
aŶd Đollaďoƌaiǀe puďliĐ efoƌt to 
eǆaŵiŶe aŶ issue fƌoŵ difeƌeŶt poiŶts of 
ǀieǁ pƌioƌ to takiŶg a deĐisioŶ. It 
opeƌates thƌough deliďeƌaiǀe pƌoĐesses 
to stƌeŶgtheŶ poliĐǇ desigŶ ďǇ ďuildiŶg 
ƌeĐogŶiioŶ of ĐoŵŵoŶ ǀalues, shaƌed 
ĐoŵŵitŵeŶts aŶd eŵeƌgiŶg issues, aŶd 
ďǇ pƌoǀidiŶg a ĐoŵpƌeheŶsiǀe 
uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of Đausal ƌelaioŶship. AŶ 
upĐoŵiŶg ĐhalleŶge foƌ WHO is to aĐt as 
the ĐooƌdiŶaiŶg authoƌitǇ oŶ 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal health ǁoƌk ǁithiŶ the 
Đoŵpleǆ Ŷeǁ gloďal goǀeƌŶaŶĐe ŵodel. 
It ǁill ďe ŶeĐessaƌǇ foƌ WHO to: aͿ foĐus 
oŶ its Đoƌe fuŶĐioŶs ďǇ ĐleaƌlǇ 
iŶteƌpƌeiŶg its ŵaŶdate foƌ the Ϯϭst 
ĐeŶtuƌǇ; ďͿ eŶsuƌe ƌepƌeseŶtaioŶ aŶd 
stakeholdeƌ iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt iŶ WHO͛s ǁoƌk; 
ĐͿ eŶsuƌe tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ aŶd 
aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ, thus eŶhaŶĐiŶg tƌust 
toǁaƌds the OƌgaŶizaioŶ; dͿ iŵpƌoǀe 
iŶaŶĐiŶg, iŶĐludiŶg thƌough iŶŶoǀaiǀe 
iŶaŶĐiŶg ŵeĐhaŶisŵs aŶd a ŵoƌe staďle 
iŶaŶĐial ďasis; aŶd eͿ eŶsuƌe the 
ŶeĐessaƌǇ skills ďase iŶ WHO, iŶĐludiŶg 
ďut Ŷot liŵited to laǁ, eĐoŶoŵiĐs, 
diploŵaĐǇ, huŵaŶ ƌights, poliĐǇ 
deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd aŶalǇsis.  



To date theƌe haǀe ďeeŶ ǀaƌious eŵpiƌiĐal 
aŶd desĐƌipiǀe studies that haǀe aŶalǇsed 
the liŶks ďetǁeeŶ tƌade liďeƌalizaioŶ aŶd 
toďaĐĐo ĐoŶsuŵpioŶ. These studies teŶd 
to agƌee that tƌade liďeƌalizaioŶ iŶĐƌeases 
supplieƌ ĐoŵpeiioŶ, ǁhiĐh iŶ tuƌŶ leads 
to loǁeƌiŶg of pƌiĐes aŶd ƌesults iŶ ŵoƌe 
aĐiǀe ŵaƌkeiŶg, thus siŵulaiŶg puďliĐ 
ĐoŶsuŵpioŶ. This tƌeŶd is ƌeleǀaŶt foƌ the 
toďaĐĐo iŶdustƌǇ as ǁell.  

CuƌƌeŶtlǇ theƌe is eǀideŶĐe that 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal tƌade legislaioŶ ĐaŶ Đlash 
ǁith ŶaioŶal pƌoǀisioŶs aiŵed at 
ĐoŵďaiŶg toďaĐĐo ĐoŶsuŵpioŶ. MaŶǇ 
aspeĐts of the ĐoŶtƌadiĐtoƌǇ Ŷatuƌe of 
WTO legislaioŶ haǀe Ŷoǁ ďeeŶ Đlaƌiied 
thƌough dispute setleŵeŶt, eǀeŶ though 
WTO Đlaiŵs ƌelaiŶg to toďaĐĐo ĐoŶtƌol 
ŵeasuƌes haǀe ďeeŶ sĐaƌĐe.  

The studies ĐleaƌlǇ shoǁ that ƌegioŶal aŶd 
ďilateƌal fƌee tƌade agƌeeŵeŶts pƌoǀide aŶ 
aǀeŶue thƌough ǁhiĐh toďaĐĐo ĐoŶtƌol 
laǁs ŵaǇ ďe ĐhalleŶged. Legal disputes 
uŶdeƌ iŶteƌŶaioŶal iŶǀestŵeŶt 
agƌeeŵeŶts ďetǁeeŶ foƌeigŶ iŶǀestoƌs aŶd 
states haǀe ďeĐoŵe ŵoƌe ĐoŵŵoŶ. Foƌ 
eǆaŵple, Philip Moƌƌis ;SǁitzeƌlaŶdͿ 
ƌeĐeŶtlǇ iŶiiated a Đlaiŵ agaiŶst UƌuguaǇ, 
aƌguiŶg that UƌuguaǇ͛s toďaĐĐo paĐkagiŶg 
ƌules ǀiolate the ďilateƌal iŶǀestŵeŶt tƌeatǇ 
ďetǁeeŶ SǁitzeƌlaŶd aŶd UƌuguaǇ. 
SiŵilaƌlǇ, Philip Moƌƌis has iŶiiated aŶ 
iŶǀestŵeŶt Đlaiŵ agaiŶst Austƌalia iŶ 
ƌespeĐt of its ƌegulaioŶ oŶ plaiŶ paĐkagiŶg 
of toďaĐĐo pƌoduĐts, ƌefeƌƌiŶg to the 
ďilateƌal iŶǀestŵeŶt tƌeatǇ ďetǁeeŶ 

Austƌalia aŶd HoŶg KoŶg.  As eǀideŶt, 
ŵuliŶaioŶal ĐoƌpoƌaioŶs ĐaŶ use 
iŶteƌŶaioŶal tƌade aŶd iŶǀestŵeŶt 
legislaioŶ to oǀeƌƌule ŶaioŶal puďliĐ 
health ŵeasuƌes.  

Neǀeƌtheless, theƌe aƌe steps that states 
ĐaŶ take to ŵiŶiŵize poteŶial ƌisks aŶd 
pƌoteĐt theŵselǀes fƌoŵ Đlaiŵs of this 
tǇpe.  The ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt Ŷoƌŵaiǀe 
deǀelopŵeŶt aiŵed at ĐoŵďaiŶg thƌeats 
of iŶteƌŶaioŶal tƌade legislaioŶ used iŶ 
ĐoŶtƌadiĐioŶ ǁith puďliĐ health ŵeasuƌes 
is the WHO Fƌaŵeǁoƌk CoŶǀeŶioŶ oŶ 
ToďaĐĐo CoŶtƌol ;WHO FCTCͿ, ǁhiĐh 
oďliges paƌies to iŵpleŵeŶt a ǀaƌietǇ of 
toďaĐĐo ĐoŶtƌol ŵeasuƌes. IŶ ƌelaioŶ to  
tƌade aŶd iŶǀestŵeŶt, aŵoŶg otheƌ 
ƌeleǀaŶt pƌoǀisioŶs the CoŶǀeŶioŶ states 
that States should Ŷot gƌaŶt the toďaĐĐo 
iŶdustƌǇ iŶĐeŶiǀes foƌ iŶǀestŵeŶt aŶd 
should ƌestƌiĐt theiƌ dealiŶgs ǁith the 
iŶdustƌǇ.  

Theƌe haǀe also ďeeŶ otheƌ Ŷoƌŵaiǀe 
deǀelopŵeŶts iŶ ƌespeĐt to tƌade aŶd 
puďliĐ health. The Doha DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ the 
T‘IPS AgƌeeŵeŶt aŶd PuďliĐ Health has 
helped ĐlaƌifǇ the leǆiďiliies that peƌŵit 
WHO Meŵďeƌ States to pƌoteĐt health 
uŶdeƌ the AgƌeeŵeŶt oŶ Tƌade ‘elated 
AspeĐts of IŶtelleĐtual PƌopeƌtǇ ‘ights 
;T‘IPSͿ. Health AsseŵďlǇ ƌesoluioŶ 
WHAϱ9.Ϯϲ IŶteƌŶaioŶal tƌade aŶd health 
eŵphasized the Ŷeed foƌ  Meŵďeƌ States 
to seek ĐoheƌeŶĐe iŶ theiƌ tƌade aŶd health 
poliĐies. FiŶallǇ, the PuŶta del Este 
DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ IŵpleŵeŶtaioŶ of the 

WHO FCTC ƌeiŶfoƌĐes the leǆiďilitǇ that 
States haǀe iŶ iŵpleŵeŶiŶg toďaĐĐo 
ĐoŶtƌol ŵeasuƌes, thus gƌaŶiŶg theŵ 
gƌeateƌ authoƌitǇ. 

It is iŵpoƌtaŶt to ƌeŵeŵďeƌ that at 
doŵesiĐ leǀel, iŶteƌŶaioŶal tƌade aŶd 
iŶǀestŵeŶt agƌeeŵeŶts ĐaŶ pose seƌious 
thƌeats to the ŵeasuƌes aiŵed at 
pƌoteĐioŶ of the populaioŶ health. 
pƌoteĐioŶ. The duďious Ŷatuƌe of WTO 
tƌade aŶd iŶǀestŵeŶt ƌegulaioŶs ĐaŶ ďe 
used ďǇ ŵuliŶaioŶal ĐoƌpoƌaioŶs 
agaiŶst doŵesiĐ poliĐies ƌegaƌdless of 
theiƌ poteŶial haƌŵ. States Ŷeed to ďe 
Đaƌeful iŶ ĐooƌdiŶaiŶg theiƌ tƌade aŶd 
iŶǀestŵeŶt afaiƌs iŶ a ŵaŶŶeƌ ĐoŶduĐiǀe 
to puďliĐ health goals.  
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