
RegioŶal seŵiŶar oŶ health diploŵaĐy, 
Cairo, Egypt, ϲ–ϳ May ϮϬϭϮ 

The RegioŶal OiĐe oƌgaŶized the iƌst ƌegioŶal seŵiŶaƌ oŶ gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ oŶ ϲ–ϳ 

MaǇ ϮϬϭϮ iŶ Caiƌo. The seŵiŶaƌ ďƌought togetheƌ ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes of ŵiŶistƌies of health aŶd 

foƌeigŶ afaiƌs iŶ ĐouŶtƌies of the EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ RegioŶ, eǆpeƌts iŶ health aŶd diplo-

ŵaĐǇ fƌoŵ the Gƌaduate IŶsitute of IŶteƌŶaioŶal aŶd DeǀelopŵeŶt “tudies, GeŶeǀa, aŶd 
WHO staf fƌoŵ the RegioŶal OiĐe aŶd headƋuaƌteƌs to disĐuss appƌoaĐhes to stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg 
ƌegioŶal ĐapaĐitǇ foƌ health diploŵaĐǇ.   

IŶ todaǇ’s ŵuli-polaƌ ǁoƌld, ŵaŶǇ eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd geopoliiĐal iŶteƌests iŶlueŶĐe the health 
aŶd foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ ageŶda, a faĐt ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ ďoth suppoƌt aŶd hiŶdeƌ health. ReĐogŶiziŶg this 

liŶk, the UŶited NaioŶs GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ has issued a Ŷuŵďeƌ of ƌesoluioŶs ƌeleĐiŶg 

heighteŶed foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs aďout gloďal health. IŶ ƌesoluioŶ ϲϱ/ϵϱ of ϭϬ FeďƌuaƌǇ 
ϮϬϭϭ, the GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ Đalled foƌ ŵoƌe ateŶioŶ to health as aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt poliĐǇ issue oŶ 
the iŶteƌŶaioŶal ageŶda aŶd ƌeĐogŶized the leadiŶg ƌole of WHO as the pƌiŵaƌǇ speĐialized 

ageŶĐǇ foƌ health, iŶĐludiŶg its ƌoles aŶd fuŶĐioŶs ǁith ƌegaƌd to health poliĐǇ iŶ aĐĐoƌdaŶĐe 

ǁith its ŵaŶdate.  

WAY FORWARD 

HEALTH DIPLOMACY 

BiaŶŶual Ŷeǁsleteƌ oŶ health diploŵaĐǇ  
Voluŵe ϭ, Issue ϭ,  JuŶe ϮϬϭϮ 

Way forward 

The seŵiŶaƌ ǁas the iƌst step to ǁaƌds 
stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg ƌegioŶal aŶd ŶaioŶal Đa-
paĐiies  aŶd estaďlishiŶg ŵuli-

stakeholdeƌ paƌtŶeƌships iŶ the aƌea of 
health aŶd diploŵaĐǇ.  EǀeŶtuallǇ this ǁill 
giǀe ĐouŶtƌies of the RegioŶ a ǀoiĐe iŶ 
gloďal health deǀelopŵeŶt ŶegoiaioŶs.  

The  seŵiŶaƌ ĐoŶĐluded ǁith ƌeĐoŵ-
ŵeŶded  Ŷeǆt steps foƌ sustaiŶed aĐioŶ 
iŶ  gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ iŶ the RegioŶ.  
AŵoŶg the ŵaiŶ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded aĐioŶs 
ǁeƌe to:  

aͿ pƌoduĐe a ƌegioŶal  gloďal health diplo-
ŵaĐǇ Ŷeǁsleteƌ;  

ďͿ estaďlish a Ŷetǁoƌk of puďliĐ health 
eǆpeƌts, diploŵats, aŶd eĐoŶoŵists;  

ĐͿ stƌeŶgtheŶ huŵaŶ aŶd stƌuĐtuƌal ƌe-
gioŶal ĐapaĐiies  oŶ gloďal health diplo-
ŵaĐǇ;  

dͿ pƌoŵote a ƌights-ďased appƌoaĐh iŶ 
health seĐtoƌ ƌespoŶse to eŶhaŶĐe health 
eƋuitǇ aŶd uŶiǀeƌsal health Đoǀeƌage; aŶd 

eͿ add gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ as a Đƌoss-

ĐuiŶg ĐoŵpoŶeŶt to the ageŶda of the 
RegioŶal Coŵŵitee. 



  
Key theŵes disĐussed 

The disĐussioŶ ƌeǀolǀed aƌouŶd fouƌ keǇ 

theŵes.  

 ForeigŶ poliĐy goals ĐaŶ hiŶder health, 
as seeŶ iŶ the fƌiĐioŶ ďetǁeeŶ tƌade 

aŶd health, ǁhiĐh is addƌessed ďǇ the 

Woƌld Tƌade OƌgaŶizaioŶ iŶ the aƌeas 
of food safetǇ, teĐhŶiĐal ďaƌƌieƌs to 

tƌade, tƌade iŶ seƌǀiĐes, aŶd the pƌoteĐ-
ioŶ of iŶtelleĐtual pƌopeƌtǇ ƌights. EĐo-

ŶoŵiĐ aŶd tƌade ĐoŶĐeƌŶs haǀe also 

ĐoŵpliĐated adǀoĐaĐǇ foƌ ďeteƌ ĐolleĐ-
iǀe aĐioŶ agaiŶst the paŶdeŵiĐs of 

toďaĐĐo-ƌelated diseases aŶd Đhildhood 

aŶd adult oďesitǇ. 

 ForeigŶ poliĐy ĐaŶ support health. Foƌ-

eigŶ poliĐǇ-ŵakeƌs aƌe pƌiŶĐiple stake-

holdeƌs iŶ gloďal health deǀelopŵeŶt. 
This is iŶĐƌeasiŶglǇ ƌeleǀaŶt ǁith its 

gƌoǁiŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ aŶd soĐial aspeĐts. 
Results of this suppoƌt ĐaŶ ďe seeŶ iŶ 

the MilleŶŶiuŵ DeǀelopŵeŶt Goals, 

ǁhiĐh ĐoŶtaiŶ thƌee health-speĐiiĐ taƌ-
gets aŶd seek iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶts iŶ fouƌ keǇ 

soĐial deteƌŵiŶaŶts of health. The Đhal-

leŶges of HIV/AID“ aŶd ŶoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐa-
ďle diseases haǀe also ďeeŶ suppoƌted 
ďǇ poliiĐal deĐlaƌaioŶs aŶd ŶaioŶal 

iŶǀestŵeŶts. 

 EŵergiŶg iŶfeĐioŶs diseases are a regu-
lar aŶd iŶtegral seĐurity ĐoŶĐerŶ of for-
eigŶ poliĐy. PoliiĐal aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐ iŵpli-

ĐaioŶs of thƌeats suĐh as HIV/AID“, 
dƌug-ƌesistaŶt tuďeƌĐulosis aŶd ŵalaƌia, 

“AR“ aŶd HϱNϭ aŶd HϭNϭ aŶd those 
spƌead thƌough ďioteƌƌoƌisŵ haǀe 

foƌĐed foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ-ŵakeƌs to eŶgage 

iŶ ŶaioŶal ƌespoŶses aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal 
aĐioŶ. 

 Health duriŶg ĐoŶliĐts aŶd iŶ post-

ĐoŶliĐt reĐoŶstruĐioŶ has ďeĐoŵe aŶ 
iŵportaŶt foĐus of foreigŶ poliĐy. The 

puďliĐ health ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ has sought to 
iŵpleŵeŶt ͞health as a ďƌidge to 
peaĐe͟, ĐlaiŵiŶg that health iŶteƌǀeŶ-

ioŶs ĐaŶ ďe speĐiiĐallǇ desigŶed iŶ 

suĐh a ǁaǇ as to siŵultaŶeouslǇ haǀe a 

posiiǀe efeĐiǀe upoŶ the health of 
populaioŶ aŶd ĐoŶtƌiďute to staďilitǇ 

aŶd peaĐe. 

 



Issues raised aŶd ĐoŶĐlusioŶs 

Gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ ǁas agƌeed as aŶ 
iŵpoƌtaŶt aƌea of ǁoƌk foƌ the RegioŶal 

OiĐe to puƌsue togetheƌ ǁith the Meŵďeƌ 
“tates foĐusiŶg oŶ the folloǁiŶg aƌeas. 

AdvoĐaĐy aŶd leadership.  Eŵphasis ǁas 

plaĐed oŶ ďƌoadeƌ eŶgageŵeŶt ďeǇoŶd 
health seĐtoƌ aŶd ŵediĐal peƌspeĐiǀe. IŶ 
paƌiĐulaƌ, it is iŵpoƌtaŶt foƌ ŵiŶistƌies of 
health to ďeteƌ uŶdeƌstaŶd the gloďal di-

ŵeŶsioŶs of theiƌ ǁoƌk aŶd to deǀelop Đlos-

eƌ ďeteƌ paƌtŶeƌship ǁith ŵiŶistƌies of foƌ-
eigŶ afaiƌs.  

NegoiaioŶs. Issues ƌelated to ŶegoiaioŶs 

iŶ WHO aŶd otheƌ oƌgaŶizaioŶ suĐh as the 
Woƌld Tƌade OƌgaŶizaioŶ, Woƌld IŶtelleĐtual 

PƌopeƌtǇ OƌgaŶizaioŶ aŶd HuŵaŶ Rights 
CouŶĐil Ŷeed to ďe studied togetheƌ. EthiĐal 
issues iŶ health diploŵaĐǇ, foƌ eǆaŵple iŶ 

aƌeas of huŵaŶ ƌights aŶd the ƌight to 

health, phaƌŵaĐeuiĐals, food iŶdustƌǇ, ŵed-

iĐal deǀiĐes aŶd iŶfoƌŵaioŶ teĐhŶologǇ 

Ŷeed to ďe eǆploƌed aŶd disĐussed iŶ depth. 
It ǁas agƌeed that it is esseŶial to ďeteƌ 

pƌepaƌe Meŵďeƌ “tates ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes foƌ 

suĐh ŶegoiaioŶs.  

Health aŶd ĐoŶliĐt. The iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of foĐus-

iŶg oŶ health duƌiŶg ĐoŶliĐts aŶd iŶ post-

ĐoŶliĐt ƌeĐoŶstƌuĐioŶ ǁas ƌeĐogŶized. EŶ-
suƌiŶg health ƌespoŶses to Ŷatuƌal disasteƌs 

has ďeĐoŵe paƌt of foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ’s ŵaŶdate 

iŶ pƌoǀidiŶg assistaŶĐe duƌiŶg huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ 

Đƌises. The ƋuesioŶ of hoǁ health Đould 
ĐoŶtƌiďute to pƌeǀeŶtaiǀe diploŵaĐǇ should 

ďe fuƌtheƌ eǆploƌed iŶ ĐollaďoƌaioŶ ǁith the 
IŶteƌŶaioŶal Coŵŵitee of Red Cƌoss aŶd 

IŶteƌŶaioŶal FedeƌaioŶ of Red Cƌoss aŶd 
Red CƌesĐeŶt.  

CapaĐity-ďuildiŶg. Gloďal health diploŵaĐǇ 
should ďe iŶĐluded iŶ the tƌaiŶiŶg of puďliĐ 
health pƌofessioŶals aŶd iŶiiaiǀes should ďe 

uŶdeƌtakeŶ to ŵaiŶstƌeaŵ health diploŵaĐǇ 

iŶ foƌeigŶ afaiƌs. DeǀelopŵeŶt of ƌegioŶal 
tƌaiŶiŶg Đouƌses ǁas disĐussed, iŶǀolǀiŶg 
ƌeseaƌĐh iŶsituioŶs, ĐeŶtƌes of eǆĐelleŶĐe 

aŶd iŶdiǀidual eǆpeƌts ďoth iŶ puďliĐ health 
aŶd iŶteƌŶaioŶal ƌelaioŶs fƌoŵ the RegioŶ. 

“ustaiŶaďility. Health diploŵaĐǇ Ŷeeds to ďe 
aŶ oŶgoiŶg aĐiǀitǇ of WHO’s ǁoƌk aŶd it is 
esseŶial to assess ǁhat is oŶgoiŶg iŶ ĐouŶ-

tƌies, haƌŵoŶize aŶd aligŶ oŶgoiŶg aĐiǀiies 

aŶd addƌess ideŶiied gaps iŶ teƌŵs of 

kŶoǁledge, ŵaŶageŵeŶt aŶd ƌesouƌĐesͿ at 

the RegioŶal OiĐe leǀel aŶd ǁithiŶ the 
ĐouŶtƌies. EstaďlishiŶg  a health desk iŶ foƌ-

eigŶ afaiƌs ŵiŶistƌies aŶd foƌeigŶ afaiƌs 

eǆpeƌise iŶ the ŵiŶistƌies of health, eǆploƌ-
iŶg ǀalue added ďǇ the health ataĐhé iŶ 
GeŶeǀa aŶd pƌepaƌiŶg ƌegioŶal, ďilateƌal aŶd 

huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ Đase studies oŶ good pƌaĐiĐes 

aŶd eǆpeƌieŶĐes iŶ health diploŵaĐǇ iŶ the 
RegioŶ ǁeƌe ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded. 

  

Dr Ala AlwaŶ 

Dƌ Ala AlǁaŶ assuŵed his duies as the 
WHO RegioŶal DiƌeĐtoƌ foƌ the EasteƌŶ 
MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ oŶ ϭ FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϮ. 
Fƌoŵ ϮϬϬϴ uŶil the eŶd of ϮϬϭϭ, he 
ǁas AssistaŶt DiƌeĐtoƌ-GeŶeƌal foƌ 
NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle Diseases aŶd MeŶ-
tal Health at WHO headƋuaƌteƌs, 
ǁheƌe he led WHO’s ǁoƌk that ƌesult-
ed iŶ the adopioŶ ďǇ the UŶited Na-
ioŶs GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ iŶ “epteŵďeƌ 
ϮϬϭϭ of the PoliiĐal DeĐlaƌaioŶ oŶ the 
PƌeǀeŶioŶ aŶd CoŶtƌol of NoŶĐoŵ-
ŵuŶiĐaďle Diseases.   

Dƌ AlǁaŶ joiŶed WHO iŶ ϭϵϵϮ as Re-
gioŶal Adǀiseƌ foƌ NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle 
Diseases iŶ the RegioŶal OiĐe foƌ the 
EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ. DuƌiŶg his 
suďseƋueŶt Đaƌeeƌ he has seƌǀed as 
WHO RepƌeseŶtaiǀe iŶ tǁo ĐouŶtƌies,   
JoƌdaŶ aŶd OŵaŶ, as DiƌeĐtoƌ of 
Health “Ǉsteŵs DeǀelopŵeŶt iŶ the 
EasteƌŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ RegioŶ, aŶd as 
DiƌeĐtoƌ foƌ NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle Diseas-
es PƌeǀeŶioŶ aŶd theŶ DiƌeĐtoƌ of the 
DepaƌtŵeŶt of NoŶĐoŵŵuŶiĐaďle 
Diseases MaŶageŵeŶt at WHO head-
Ƌuaƌteƌs.  Fƌoŵ ϮϬϬϱ to JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϬϴ, 
he ǁas RepƌeseŶtaiǀe of the DiƌeĐtoƌ-

GeŶeƌal aŶd AssistaŶt DiƌeĐtoƌ-GeŶeƌal 
foƌ Health AĐioŶ iŶ Cƌises. 

At a ŶaioŶal leǀel, Dƌ AlǁaŶ has 
seƌǀed as DeaŶ of the FaĐultǇ of Medi-
ĐiŶe, MustaŶsiƌiǇa UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, IƌaƋ, aŶd 
fƌoŵ ϮϬϬϯ to ϮϬϬϱ, as MiŶisteƌ of Edu-
ĐaioŶ aŶd MiŶisteƌ of Health iŶ the 
GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of IƌaƋ. 



͞Health is ŵoviŶg up to the gloďal ageŶda͟ 

 

 

HistoriĐal ďaĐkgrouŶd  

Gloďal health ĐoŶĐeƌŶs appeaƌed oŶ foƌeigŶ 

poliĐǇ ageŶdas ǁheŶ health iŶiiaiǀes Đƌeat-
ed ĐoŶtƌoǀeƌsies ďeĐause of diǀeƌgiŶg health 

aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐ iŶteƌests. “iŵultaŶeouslǇ, 
poliiĐal aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐ iŵpliĐaioŶs of gloďal 
health thƌeats foƌĐed foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ- ŵakeƌs 
to eŶgage iŶ ĐƌatiŶg appƌopƌiate ŶaioŶal 

ƌespoŶses aŶd joiŶt iŶteƌŶaioŶal aĐioŶ. 

TeŶsioŶs ďetǁeeŶ tƌade aŶd health haǀe 

aƌiseŶ ǁithiŶ the Woƌld Tƌade OƌgaŶizaioŶ 

iŶ the aƌeas of food safetǇ, teĐhŶiĐal ďaƌƌieƌs 
to tƌade, tƌade iŶ seƌǀiĐes, aŶd the pƌoteĐ-
ioŶ of iŶtelleĐtual pƌopeƌtǇ ƌights. EĐoŶoŵiĐ 

aŶd tƌade ĐoŶĐeƌŶs also ĐoŵpliĐated adǀoĐa-
ĐǇ foƌ ďeteƌ ĐolleĐiǀe aĐioŶ agaiŶst ϭͿ the 
paŶdeŵiĐs of toďaĐĐo-ƌelated diseases aŶd 

Đhildhood aŶd adult oďesitǇ, aŶd ϮͿ the so-

Đalled ͞ďƌaiŶ dƌaiŶ͟ of health Đaƌe ǁoƌkeƌs 

leaǀiŶg loǁ-iŶĐoŵe ĐouŶtƌies foƌ eŵploǇ-
ŵeŶt iŶ high-iŶĐoŵe ŶaioŶs.  

Health pƌoďleŵs also afeĐted foƌeigŶ poli-

ĐǇ’s iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt iŶ deǀelopŵeŶt, ǁhiĐh 
foƌĐed foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ-ŵakeƌs to ƌeĐogŶize 

health’s gƌoǁiŶg iŵpoƌtaŶĐe to eĐoŶoŵiĐ 

aŶd soĐial deǀelopŵeŶt.  As oŶe of the ƌe-
sults, the UN’s eight MilleŶŶiuŵ Deǀelop-
ŵeŶt Goals ;MDGsͿ ĐoŶtaiŶ thƌee health-

speĐiiĐ oďjeĐiǀes ;Đhild health, ŵateƌŶal 

health, aŶd ĐoŵďaiŶg HIV/AID“, ŵalaƌia, 
aŶd otheƌ diseasesͿ aŶd seek iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶts 

iŶ fouƌ keǇ soĐial deteƌŵiŶaŶts of health 

;poǀeƌtǇ, eduĐaioŶ, geŶdeƌ eƋualitǇ, aŶd 
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal sustaiŶaďilitǇͿ. 

IŶ addiioŶ to deǀelopŵeŶt, health iŶĐƌeased 

iŶ pƌoŵiŶeŶĐe iŶ otheƌ aƌeas iŶ ǁhiĐh foƌ-

eigŶ poliĐǇ-ŵakeƌs eŶgage. The iŵpoƌtaŶĐe 
of foĐusiŶg oŶ health duƌiŶg ĐoŶliĐts aŶd iŶ 
post-ĐoŶliĐt ƌeĐoŶstƌuĐioŶ ǁas ƌeĐogŶized. 
EŶsuƌiŶg health ƌespoŶses to Ŷatuƌal disas-

teƌs ďeĐaŵe paƌt of foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ’s tasks iŶ 

pƌoǀidiŶg assistaŶĐe duƌiŶg huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ 

Đƌises. Health iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs aƌe ďeiŶg used iŶ 
Đoŵpleǆ aŶd ĐoŶtƌadiĐtoƌǇ ǁaǇs iŶ ĐoŶliĐt 

situaioŶs. The puďliĐ health ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ has 

sought to iŵpleŵeŶt ͞health as a ďƌidge to 
peaĐe,͟ ĐlaiŵiŶg that health iŶteƌǀeŶioŶs 
ĐaŶ ďe speĐiiĐallǇ desigŶed iŶ suĐh a ǁaǇ as 

to siŵultaŶeouslǇ haǀe a posiiǀe efeĐt up-
oŶ the health of the populaioŶ aŶd ĐoŶtƌiď-
ute to the ĐƌeaioŶ of a staďle aŶd lasiŶg 

peaĐe. ;Dƌageƌ aŶd Fidleƌ, ϮϬϬϴͿ 

These aƌe the pƌeĐedeŶts that ƌesulted iŶ 

health ͞ŵoǀiŶg up to the gloďal ageŶda.͟ 
͞PaŶdeŵiĐs, eŵeƌgiŶg diseases aŶd ďioteƌ-

ƌoƌisŵ aƌe ƌeadilǇ uŶdeƌstood as diƌeĐt 
thƌeats to ŶaioŶal aŶd gloďal seĐuƌitǇ. But 
health issues aƌe also iŵpoƌtaŶt iŶ otheƌ 
Đoƌe fuŶĐioŶs of foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ, suĐh as puƌ-

suiŶg eĐoŶoŵiĐ gƌoǁth, fosteƌiŶg deǀelop-

ŵeŶt, aŶd suppoƌiŶg huŵaŶ ƌights aŶd hu-
ŵaŶ digŶitǇ. Health is todaǇ a gƌoǁiŶg ĐoŶ-

ĐeƌŶ iŶ foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ.͟ ;ChaŶ, ϮϬϬϴͿ 

ReleĐiŶg oŶ heighteŶed foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ ĐoŶ-

ĐeƌŶs aďout gloďal health, the UŶited Na-

ioŶs GeŶeƌal AsseŵďlǇ ƌeĐogŶized the 

Đlose ƌelaioŶship ďetǁeeŶ foƌeigŶ poliĐǇ 
aŶd gloďal health. 

Dr Margaret ChaŶ, ϮϬϬϴ 
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