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Current major event

Health threats reported in 2017

In 2017, a variety of emerging and
reemerging infectious disease threats
were reported in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean Region (EMR). Most of the threats
began in 2016, including chikungunya in
Pakistan, or were already endemic in the
country, for example, Crimean-Congo
hemorrhagic fever (CCHF) in Afghani-
stan. However, new threats, such as diph-
theria in Yemen, have also been observed
this year.

Editorial note

Several countries of the EMR have been
facing severe humanitarian emergencies
in the past few years. This, coupled with
ongoing conflicts and insecurities in the
region, has increased the risk of emer-
gence and active transmission of infec-
tious disease threats in a number of coun-
tries in the Region. The increasing num-
ber of internally displaced people living
in over crowded conditions with little
access to health services and/or damage
to water and sanitation systems, as the
case in Yemen, Iraq and Somalia have
augmented this risk manifold. The chol-
era trend continues to dramatically in-
crease in Yemen, whereas the cholera
situation in Somalia was well controlled
and the number of cases dropped signifi-
cantly throughout this year, possibly fol-
lowing introduction of mass vaccination
campaign with oral cholera vaccine
(OCV).

An increase in cases of zoonotic infec-
tions was also observed this year. Paki-
stan was most affected as it suffered from
an increase in chikungunya, dengue and
CCHEF cases. In Afghanistan, the number
of CCHF cases in 2017 exceeded those
reported in previous years. In addition,
MERS cases increased in United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Oman this year.
Avian influenza (H5N1) continues to
circulate in Egypt, with a total of 349
cases reported so far.

Other ongoing outbreaks, such as Polio
in Afghanistan and Pakistan and dengue
in Yemen, continue to pose perennial
threats in the Region . On the other hand,
due to the collapse of healthcare infra-
structure and routine vaccination pro-
gramme, new infections have re-emerged
such as meningitis Yemen. Diphtheria is
another vaccine preventable disease
which has been reported in increasing
number in recent time.
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Update on outbreaks

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region

Disease Country Cases | Deaths
Avian Influenza [Egypt B 1
MERS Saudi Arabia 220 59

Lebanon 1 0
Qatar 3 0
UAE 7 0
Oman 2 0
Poliomyelitis | Afghanistan 12 0
(Polio)
Pakistan 8 0
OHEAE | 36392 | 818
diarrhea
Cholera Somalia 78784 | 1159
Iraq 503 3
'Yemen 979,047 2128
Crimean-Congo |pajistan 55 13
hemorrhagic
fever (CCHF) Afghanistan 237 41
Chikungunya Ip,yistan 8330 0
Meningitis Yemen 2982 37
Dengue Pakistan 125316 | 69
Egypt 245 0
Sudan 139 3

As conflict-affected countries are dispro-
portionally affected by infectious disease
threats, establishing and strengthening an
early warning system for disease out-
breaks in those countries is imperative.
This system would allow rapid identifica-
tion and response to outbreaks when
routine surveillance system remains frag-
ile or dysfunctional. Implementing such
a system would require continuous col-
laboration and commitment from all
agencies and partners working with the
ministries of health of high risk countries.
Early detection and control of outbreaks
is a crucial component of global health
security efforts and it remains a shared
responsibility.

MERS in Saudi Arabia; cholera in Soma-
lia; cholera in Yemen; dengue in
Pakistan.

Current public health events of

international concern
[cumulative N° of cases (deaths), CFR %]

Avian influenza: 2006-2017
Egypt (A/7H5N1) [359 (122), 34%]
Egypt (A/HIN2) [4(0)]
Avian influenza A (H7N9): 2013-2017

China [1,564 (612), 39.1%)]
Chikungunya: 2016-2017
Pakistan [8,387 (0)]

Cholera: 2016-2017

Somalia [78,784 (1,159), 1.5%)]
Yemen [ 1,005,207 (2,229), 0.22%]
Plague: 2017

Madagascar [2,417 (209), 9%)]

Dengue fever: 2017
Pakistan [125,316 (69), 0.1%]
MERS: 2012-2017
Saudi Arabia [1,751 (682), 38.9%)]
‘Wild poliovirus: 2014-2017
Pakistan [8(0)]
Afghanistan [12 (0)]
Zika virus infection: 2015-2017

84 countries and territories have reported
transmission so far.
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