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First EMARIS Conference and
Fourth Meeting in Jordan

WHO Regional Office for the Eastern
Mediterranean will hold the First Scien-
tific Conference on Acute Respiratory
Infections (ARIs) in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region together with the Fourth
Meeting of the Eastern Mediterranean
Acute Respiratory Infection Surveillance
(EMARIS) Network in Amman, Jordan
during the period from 11 to 14 Decem-
ber 2017. This conference is the result of
a continuous collaboration effort between
WHO, the centers for diseases control
and prevention in Atlanta (US-CDC) and
the Global Health Development (GHD)
in Amman, Jordan .

Editorial note

The main objective of the First Scientific
Conference on acute Respiratory Infec-
tions in the Eastern Mediterranean Re-
gion is to share up-to-date scientific infor-
mation and research findings on disease
surveillance, disease burden, aetiology,
prevention (vaccination), preparedness,
response, and networks on ARIs at na-
tional and regional levels. Moreover, the
conference aims to encourage junior pub-
lic health professionals in the Region to
improve their research skills.

53 participants have been nominated by
20 out of 22 countries in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region of WHO to partic-
ipate in the conference. A total of 91 ab-
stracts were submitted and examined by
18 highly qualified reviewers with prede-
termined inclusion criteria. Out of those
abstracts, 38 were accepted and selected
to be presented as oral and/or poster
presentations. 1 keynote speaker, 30
speakers and 10 panellists will be present-
ing their work to more than 130 attendees
and a group of 7 expert judges (Please see
table). Awards will be given to the best
oral abstract and best poster presentation.

The theme of the conference is: ‘Better
Understanding, Better Preparedness, and
Better Response’. Thus, the four-day
conference/meeting will cover four major
thematic areas: epidemiological surveil-
lance, influenza at the human-animal
interface, vaccination and virological
surveillance. These areas will be deliv-
ered throughout seven main sessions: (1)
Influenza surveillance in the 21st century:
lessons from the past and vision for the
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future, (2) Epidemiological surveillance
and use of surveillance data for informed
policy and practice, (3) Virological sur-
veillance for influenza: enhancing better
understanding on influenza epidemiolo-
gy and better preparedness, (4) Use of
influenza vaccine in Eastern Mediterra-
nean Region: challenges for increased
uptake, (5) Influenza surveillance at the
human-animal interface: better data col-
lection for better response, (6) Surveil-
lance for Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV): lessons learned from SARI sur-
veillance network/platform, and (7) Ad-
dressing pandemic influenza threats:
recognition, prevention and response.

The conference news feed and infor-
mation will be updated regularely during
the 4 days on a Facebook page and Twit-
ter hash tag created specifically for
EMARIS Conference. This will include
live interviews with key note speaker and
other speakers, panelists and judges.
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84 countries and territories have reported
transmission so far.
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