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EBS is defined as the organized collec-
tion, monitoring, assessment and inter-
pretation of mainly unstructured ad hoc 
information regarding health events or 
risks, which may represent an acute risk 
to human health.  It is a component of a 
comprehensive early warning surveil-
lance system. 
 

The establishment of EBS for acute 
respiratory infections in Jordan was 
based on recognition of the need to 
complement and enhance capacity for 
early warning of its surveillance system 
for severe acute respiratory infections 
(SARI) that Jordan has implemented for 
many years. Jordan has been reporting 
Influenza data to FluNet and EMFLU in 
a sustainable way during the past few 
years (Please see the table). 
 

Massive urbanization, increased popula-
tion movements, increased international 
travel and trade has created conditions 
for rapid spread of emerging and re-
emerging infectious hazards such as 
MERS and influenza. Recent examples 
in Jordan include the MERS-CoV out-
break in 2015 which had an imported 
index case. To respond to these new 
challenges and public health threats, the  
International Health Regulations (IHR) 
of 2005 have underscored the need for 
countries to strengthen early warning 
surveillance systems through implemen-
tation on event based surveillance (EBS) 
systems to ensure early detection and 
timely response to health events.  
 

Through a collaborative effort between 
the Ministry of Health, CDC and WHO, 
Jordan will go a long way towards ensur-
ing timely detection of emerging and 
dangerous respiratory infections such as 

MERS and Influenza. 
 

Through lectures, case studies, practical 
exercises and discussions, the training 
workshop will introduce participants to 
the new national EBS guidelines for 
acute respiratory events, priority acute 
respiratory events for reporting, EBS 
procedures and information flow at all 
levels, available tools for EBS activities 
at all levels including electronic tools for 
reporting sites, from the detection and 
reporting level in private and public 
hospitals to central coordination level.  
 

By enhancing the capacity for early 
warning of the national surveillance 
system of Jordan, the country is ex-
pected to detect early signals of any epi-
demic-prone acute respiratory infections 
in humans that is associated with illness 
in animals, unexplained SARI that oc-
curs in a healthcare worker who takes 
care of patients with respiratory illness, 
increased ICU admissions for respirato-
ry illness, or increase in apparent mortal-
ity or unexplained deaths. It is expected 
that the EBS will increase the sensitivity 
of the surveillance system in the country 
to provide early warning and conse-
quently rapid response to any acute res-
piratory infections that are potentially a 
threat to the population. 

Jordan is conducting a training work-
shop for the launch of event based sur-
veillance (EBS) for acute respiratory 
infections. The workshop to be conduct-
ed in Amman, Jordan, from 24 to 27 
July 2017 will target public health offic-
ers responsible for surveillance and re-
sponse at governorate level and health 
professionals from all secondary and 
tertiary level hospitals in the country. 
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Positive  cases of influenza & other respiratory viruses reported by Jordan, Epi week 28/2016-2017 

Source (FluNet & EMFLU) 

Current public health events of 

international concern 
[cumulative No of cases (deaths), CFR %] 

Avian Influenza: 2006-2017 

Egypt (A/H5N1) [359 (122), 34%] 

Egypt (A/H9N2) [3 (0) ] 

Chikungunya: 2016-2017 

Pakistan [6,618 (0) ] 

MERS-CoV: 2012-2017  

Saudi Arabia [1,671 (656), 39.3%] 

Cholera: 2016-2017 

Somalia [71,663 (1,098), 1.5%]  

Yemen [351,045 (1,790), 0.5%] 

Lassa Fever: 2017                         

Nigeria [549 (109), 19.9%]  

Avian Influenza A (H7N9): 2013-2017 

China [1,533 (592), 38.6%] 

Ebola Virus Disease: 2017  

DRC [8 (4), 50%] 

Wild poliovirus: 2014-2017 

Pakistan [383 (0) ] 

Afghanistan [66 (0) ] 

Zika Virus Infection: 2015-2017 

84 countries and territories have reported 
transmission  so far. 

MERS-CoV in Saudi Arabia; Cholera in 
Somalia; Cholera in Yemen; Chikungunya in 
Pakistan; Wild poliovirus in Afghanistan. 

Jordan sharing data with EMFLU/ FluNet/ 
FluID 

Network Reporting 

Started 
using the 
network 
since 

Number 
of re-
ported 
cases 

EMFLU  √ 2016 5,117 

Flu Net √ 2010 10,475 

Flu ID - - - 
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