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I. TITLE 

Rule 1 

This Sub~ommittee is designated "Sub~ammittee B". 

It forms part of the Regional Committee for the Eastern Medi
terranean Region (hereinafter referred to as the "Region"), provisional~ 
carrying out its duties, pursuant to resolutions WHA6.47 and 1mA7.33, 
through being divided into two Sub~ommi ttees. 

II. MEMBERSHIP 

Rule 2 

The Sub-Committee shall consist of representatives (herein
after referred to as "representatives"), one each from the States 
Members (hereinafter referred "to as "Members") in the Region. The 
representatives may be accompanied by alternates and advisers. 

Rule 3 

Each Member shall be seated in accordance with its declared 
wishes made to the Regional Director, in one or other of the two Sub
Committees. Subject to the restriction on voting in Rules 21 and 22, 
a Member may, should it so deSire, attend both Sub~ommittees and 
participate in the deliberations thereof. 

III. CREDENTIALS 

Rule 4 

The credentials of representatives and names of alternates, 
advisers, secretaries and observers, shall be submitted to the Regional 
Director if possible not less than two days before the opening of the 
session of the Sub~ommittee. 
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IV. SESSIONS 

Rule 5 

The Sub-Gammittee shall hold at least one session a·ye~~ It 
shall determine at each session the place of its next session. 

:,ule 6 

The Regional Director, in consultation with the Chairman of the 
Sub-Committees, hereinafter referred to as "the Chairman", shall also 
convene the Sub-Gommittees in special session at the Joint request of 
any five Members of the Region, addressed to him in writing and stating 
the reason for the request. In this case, the special session shall 
be convened within 30 days following receipt of the request. The 
session shall be held at the place selected by the Regional Director 
in consultation with the Chairman. 

Rule 7 

Unl~ss otherwise decided, the meetings of the Sub-Gommittee 
shall be held in public. 

v. AGENDA 

Rule 8 

The provisional agenda of each session shall be drawn up by the 
Regional Director in consultation with the Chairman. Except in the 
case of sessions convened under Rule 6, it shall be despatched by the 
Regional Director to the Members and the Director-General of the 
World Jjealth Organization (hereinafter referred to as the "Director
General") at least six ,.,eeks prior to the commencement of the :;;ession 
together with the notice convening the Sub-Gommittee. 

Rule 9 

The provisirn1al agenda of each session shall include inter alia 

(a) all items, the inclusion of which. has been ordered by the 
Health Assembly; 

(b) all items, the inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
Executive Board of the ':Jorld Health Organization; 

(c) any item proposed by the Director-General; 

(d) any item proposed by a Member. 

Proposals under item (d) above should be received by the Regional 
Director at least eight weeks prior to the commencement of the session. 

The agenda of Sub-Committees A and B shall be identical as 
regards their contents and the numeration of the items included therein 
and shall cover the whole region. 
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The Regional Director may, in consult2.tion with the Chairman 
include any question suitable for the agenda which may arise bete.een 
the despatch of the provisional agenda and the opening day of the 
session, in a supplementary agenda which the Sub-Committee shall examine 
together with the provisional agenda. 

VI. OFFICERS OF THE SUB-COlIMITTEE 

Rule 11 

Each year, the Sub-Committee shall elect its officers, a Chair
.man and two Vice-Chairmen from among the representatives, at its first 
session held during that year. These officers shall remain in office 
until their successors 2.re elected. The Chairman shall not become 
eligible for re-election until two years have elapsed since he ceased 
to hold office. 

Rule 12 

If the Chairman is absent from a meeting or any part thereof, 
the Vice-Chairman shall preside. The same procedure shall be followed 
when the Chairman is unable to attend a session of the Sub-Committee. 

Rule 13 

If a Chairman for any reason is unable to complete his term of 
office, a new Chairman shall be elected for the remaining period of 
his term. 

VII. SUB-DIVISIONS 

Rule 14 

The Sub-Committee may establish such sub-divisions as it may 
deem necessary for the stuQy of, and report on, any item on the agenda. 

The Sub-C,ommittee shall revie,; from time to ·title, and in any 
case once a year, the need to maintain any sub-divisions established 
under its authority. 

VIII. SECRETARIAT 

Rule 15 

The Regional Director, by virtue of the authority delegated to 
him by the Director-Ceneral}- shall act as the Secrekry of the Sub
Committee' and of any sub-divisions thereof. He tmy delegate these 
functions. 

Rule 16 

.The Director-General or the Regional Director, or a member of the 
Secretariat designated by either of them as his representative, ItJIY at any 
time make either oral or "rritten statements concerning any question under 
consideration. 

1 Article 32 of the Constitution 
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Rule 17 

The Secretariat shall prepare summary records of the meetings. 
These records shall be prspared in the liTOrldng languages and shall be 
distributed to the Members as soon as possible. ,iithin twenty days 
thereafter Hembers shall inform thl) Secretariat in writing of any 
corrections they wish to' have made. 

IX. LANGUAGES 

Rule 18 

Arabic, English and French shall be the official and 1iTorking 
languages. 

Rule 19 

Any representative may speak in a language other than the 
official languages. In this case, he shall himself provide for inter
pretation into one of the 1iTorking languages. 

x. VarING 

Rule 20 

1 Unless other1iTise provided by the2Constitution of the Organi
zation or resolved by the Heulth Assembly the decisions of the 
Sub-Committee shall be taken by a majority of the l1embers present and 
voting. 

Rule 21 

Each Member shall 2.::VC ~nc vote; llc,::(,.;vGr, :·~:.ili :..r:: 2.tt r.::ding 
both Sub-Corrnnittees shall have the right of vote in one Sub-GommJ.ttee 
only. 

Rule 22 

The report of the Sub-Committee shall stute 1iThich members 
have exercised· their right of vote during the session. 

Rule 23 

For the purpose of these Rules the phrase "Members present· 
and voting" means Ne.mbers casting an affirmative or negative vote. 
Members 1iTho abstain from voting shall be considered as not votir~. 

In a secret ballot an invalid vote shall be so reported 
and shall be counted us an abstention. 

Rule 24 

Voting shall normally be by sh01iT of hands. H01iTever, any 
representative may request a roll-call Which shall then be taken in 
the alphabetical order of the names of the Members, in English. 

1 Article (jJ of the Constitution 
2 Article 67 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 
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The vote of each Y.ember participating in any. roll-call shall be 
inserted in the summary records. 

Rule 26 

All elections shall be decided by secret ballot. However, except 
as concerns the vote required for the nomination of the Regional ni.rector~ 
an election may be heldpy a show of hands or by acclamation, provided 
that there is no more than one candidate for one elective office and 
that no representative requests othendse. 

Rule 27 

A secret ballot on any other questi. on shall be taken at the 
request of one representative supported by at least one other representa
tive. 

Rule 28 

Whenever required, the secret ballot may be taken by postal vote, 
the ballot papers from each Member being sealed in a cover. This cover 
shall be opened at a time and place, to be fixed and announced to 
Members by the Regional Director, in the· presence of t,m tellers 
appOinted one each by the Sub-Committees. The result of the vote shall 
be ann01ID.ced by the Regional Director to the Nembers. If the resUlt 
of such a vote is inconclusive, further postal ballots shall be taken 
as necessary, applying thereto the provisione of Rule 29 or JO as may 
be appropriate. 

Rule 29 

lfuen only one elective place is to be filled and no candidate 
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot 
shall be taken which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining 
the largest number of votes;· If in the second ballot the votes are 
equally divided, the Chairman shall decide between the candidates by 
drawing lots. 

The drawing of lots shall not be resorted to in a vote taken in 
application of Article 52 of the Constitution; in this event, secret 
ballots shall continue to be taken until a candidate obtains the 
majority required, after the elimination at each balloting of the 
candidate who received the least number of votes. 

Rule 30 

vThen two or more elective places are to be filled at one time 
under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot 
the majority required shall be elected. If the number of candidates 
obtaining such majority is less than the number of places to be filled, 
there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the 
voting to be restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest number 
of votes in the previous ballot to a number not more than twice the 
places re;;nining to be filled. 

I Article 52: "The head of the Regional Office shall be the Regional 
Director appointed by the Board in agreement with the RegionalComnittee" 
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Rule 31 

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the 
proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

XI. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Rule 32 

Cltrohalf of the Members seated in the Sub-Committee and entitled 
to vote under Rules 21 and 22 shall constitute a quorum. 

Rule 33 

A representative may designate an alternate who is a member of 
his delegation and who shall have the right to speak and vote. An 
adviser, at the request of a representative, may be allmved to speak 
by the Chairman. 

Rule 34 

In aclditi on to the pm.ers conferred upon him elsewhere by these 
Rules, the Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting, 
direct the discussion, ensure the observance of these Rules, accord 
the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce decisions 
and results of the voting. 

Rule 35 

During tm discussion on any matter, a representative may rise 
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately 
decided by the Chairman in accordance with these Rules. 

Rule 36 

During the discussion on any matter, a representative may 
move the suspension or adjournment of the debate.' Any such motion if 
seconded shall be put to the vote immediately and without further 
discussion. 

Rule 37 

The Sub-Committee may limit the time to be allowed to each 
speaker. 

Rule 38 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate, 
whether or not another representative has Signified his wish to speak. 
Permission to speak against the closure may be accorded to not more than 
one representative. 

Rule 39 

The Chairman shall take the sense of the meeting on any motion 
of closure. If the Sub-Gonunittee is in favour ·of the motion, the Chairman 
shnll declare the closure of the debnte. 
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Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a repre
sentative requests that a proposal be divided. 

Rule 41 

llhen an amendment revises, adds to, or deletes from a proposal, 
the amendment shall be voted on-first, and if it is adopted, the amended 
proposal shall then be voted on. 

Rule 42 

If two or more amendments aTe moved to a proposal the Sub
Committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in 
substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next 
furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have 
been put to the vote. The Chainnan shall determine the order of 
voting on the amendments under this Rule. 

Rule 43 

A motion may be Vlithdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting 
on it has begun, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion 
VlithdrmJU may be reintroduced by any l1ember. 

Rule 44 

1.Jhen a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be 
reconsidered at the same session, unless a t,lO-thirds majority of 
the l1embers present and_voting so decides. Permission to speak on 
a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to tVlO speakers opposing 
the motion, after whicb it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Rule 45 

The Chairman may at any time require any proposal, motion, 
resolution, or amendment to be seconded. 

XII. roCUMENT1:lTION 

Rule 46 

The Regional Director shcll m~ke:!.v"-il~ble, within [1S short Q 

period ~s possible, to the members of both Sub-Committees, the docu
ments communic~ted to either Sub-Committee, the sumllL".ry records of their 
respective sessions, ~nd the conolusions Qrrived at by either Sub
Committee on the items which h::lve been considered. 

XIII. REPORTS OF SESSIONS 

Rule 47 

In order to co-ordinQte the opinions of the two Sub-Committees 
a person design~ted by e~ch Sub-Gommittee, with the ,,-uthoriz~tion of 
the respective Sub-Committees, shcll meet together with the Regioncl 
Director in order to h~rmonize ~s f~ as m~y be necess~ry the decisions 



EN/RC9B/4 
page 8 

of the Sub-Gommittees and to present a final report. In the event that 
the opinions of the Sub-Committees on a particular question cannot be 
harmonized, a statement to this effect shall be given in the report, 
together with the individual opinions of the Sub-Committees. 

Rule 48 

The final report of each session including resolutions, 
recommendations and other important decisions, "ith details of 
voting if any, shall be communicated by the Regional Director to the 
Nembers and to the Director-<}eneral, who shall forward it to the 
Executive Board. 

In addition, the Regional Director shall transmit to the 
Hembers and to the Director-<}eneral the documents distributed during 
each session and the summary records of that session. 

Rule 49 

If for any reason one or other of the Sub-Gammittees should 
be unable to meet on the date and place notified, the other Sub
Committee I s opinions shall be forwarded to the 11embers and to the 
Director-<}eneral. 

XIV. SUSPENSION AND ;J1ENINENT TO THE RULES OF PROCEIURE 

Rule 50 

Subject to the provisions of the Constitution and "ith the 
exceptions of Rules 1, 2, 3, 9, 21, 28, 29, 46, 47, 48, 49 and 51 
of these Rules of Procedure which are in accordance uith the 
provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 of Resolution WHA7.33, any other 
provision of these Rules of Procedure may be amended or suspended 
by the Sub-Committee provided that at least 48 hours! notice of 
the proposal for such amendment or suspension has been given to 
the Chairman and communicated by him to the Hembers 24 hours before 
the meeting at "hich the proposal is to be submitted. I~ h~,ever, 

on the advice of the Chairman, the Sub-Gommittee is unanimously in 
favour· of such a proposal, it may adopt it immediately and without 
notice. 

TI. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Rule 51 

The Sub-Gommittee may at its discretion apply such Rules of 
Procedure of the Health Assembly or the Ex:ecutive Board of the l-Jorld 
Health Organization as it may deem appropriate to particular cir
cumstances, and provided that this is in accordance uith the rules 
dra1i1ll up by the HG8.1th Assembly in Resolution 'JlL~7. 33. 

Rule 52 

Upon the termination of the proviSional regime for the 
carrying out of the duties of the Regiofial Committee, these Rules 
of Procedure shall cease to have effect. 


