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I. TITLE 

Rule 1 

This Sub-committee i s  designated "Sub -Committee A" . 
It forms  art of the  Regional Committee f o r  the Eastern Yediterranean 

Region (hereinaf ter  referred t o  a s  the ltRegionl1), provisionally carrying out 
i t s  duties,  pursuant to  resolutions WHA6.h7 and idHA7.33, through being 
divided i n t o  two Suo-Committees. 

Rule 2 - 
The Sub-Committee s h a l l  consis t  of representatives (hereinaf ter  re fe r red  

t o  as  "representativesll),  one each from the S ta tes  i,Iembers (hereinaf ter  referred 
t o  as "Members") i n  the Region. The representativss may be accompanied by 
a l te rna tes  and advisers. 

Rule 3 

Each Member s h a l l  be seated i n  accordance with i t s  declared wishes 
made t o  the Regional Director, i n  one or other of the two Sub-Committees. 
Subject to  the r e s t r i c t i o n  on voting i n  Rules 21 and 22, a Member may, 
should it so des i re ,  a t tend both Sub-committees and pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the 
deliberations thereof.  

Rule 4 

The credentials of representatives and names of a l ternates ,  advisers, 
secre ta r ies  and observers, s h a l l  be submitted t o  the Regional Director if 
possible not l e s s  than two days before the opening of t he  session of the 
Sub-committee. 



I V .  SESSIOiS 

Rule 5 -- 
The Sub-Committee s h a l l  hold a t  l e a s t  one session a year. It 

s h a l l  determine a t  each session the place of i t s  next session. 

Rule 6 

The Regional Director, in consultation with the Chairmen of the 
Sub-Connnittees, hereinaf ter  referred to  as Itthe Chairmen", s h a l l  a lso 
convene the Sub-committees i n  special  session a t  the jo in t  request 
of any f i v e  members of the Region, addressed to  him i n  writ ing and 
s t a t i n g  the reason f o r  the request. I n  t h i s  case, the spec ia l  
session s h a l l  be convened within $I days following rece ip t  of the  
request. The session s h a l l  be held a t  the place selected by the 
Regional Director i n  consultation with the Chairmen. 

Rule 7 

Unless otherwise decided, the meetings of the Sub-committee 
s h a l l  be held i n  public. 

Rule 8 

The provisional agenda of each session s h a l l  be drawn up by 
the Regional Director i n  consultation with the Chairmen. Except 
i n  the case of sessions convened under Rule 6, it s h a l l  be despatched 
by the Regional Director to  the Nembcrs and the Director-General of 
the  !plorld dealth Organization (hereinaf ter  referred t o  as Itthe 
Director-General") a t  l e a s t  six weeks pr ior  to the commencement of 
the session together with the notice c,>nve,iing the Sub-committee. 

Rule 9 

The provisional agenda of each session s h a l l  include i n t e r  a l ia :  

(a )  a l l  items, the inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
Health !issembly; 

(b) a l l  items, the inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
Executive Board of the World Health Organization; 

( c )  any item proposed by the Director-General, 

(d)  any i t e m  proposed by a Member. 

Proposals under item (d )  above should be received by the Regional 
Director a t  l e a s t  e igh t  weeks pr ior  t o  the comlencement of the session. 

The agenda of Sub-Committees A and B s h a l l  be i den t i ca l  as  regards 
t h e i r  contents and the  numeration of the  items included therein  and 
s h a l l  cover the whole region. 

Rule 10 

The Regional Director may, i n  consultation with the Chairmen, 
include any question su i tab le  f ~ r  the  agenda which may a r i s e  between 
the despatch of the provisional agenda and the opening day of t he  
session, i n  a supplementary agenda which the Sub-cormnittee s h a l l  
examine together with the provisional agenda. 



V I .  OFFICGS OF THE SiTB-COKlTCTTEd 

Rule 11 

Each year, the Sub-committee s h a l l  e l ec t  i t s  off icers ,  a 
Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen, from among the representatives a t  i t s  
f i r s t  session held during t h a t  year. These of f icers  s h a l l  remain 
I n  off ice  u n t i l  t h e i r  successors a r s  elected. The Chairman s h a l l  
not  become e l i g i b l e  f o r  re-election u n t i l  two ?ears  have elapsed 
since he ceased to  hold office.  

Rule 12 

If the Chairman i s  absent from a meeting or any p a r t  thereof, 
the Vice-Chairman s h a l l   reside. The same procecidre s h a l l  be 
followed when the Chairman i s  unable to attend a session of the 
Sub -Committee. 

Rule 13 

I f  a Chairman f o r  any reason i s  unable t o  complete h i s  term of 
of f ice ,  a new Chairman s h a l l  b, ~ l e c t e d  f ~ r  thc remaining period of 
h i s  term. 

V I I .  SUB -DIVISIONS 

Rule 1 k  

The Sub-Committee may establ ish such sx.b-divisions as it may 
deem necessary f o r  the  study of, and r c p r t  on, any item on the 
agenda. 

The Sub-committee s h a l l  review from time t o  time, and i n  any 
case once a year, the need t o  maintain any sub-divisions established 
under i t s  authori ty .  

Rule 15 

The Regional Director, by v i r tue  of the  authori ty  delegated t o  
him by the ~ i r e c b r - ~ e n e r a 1 , l  s h a l l  a c t  as  the  Secretary of the 
Sub-committee and of any sub-divisions thercof. He may delegate 
these functions. 

Rule 16  

The D i r e c b r 4 e n e r a l  or the Regional Director, or  a member of 
the Secre ta r ia t  desimated by e i the r  of them as  h i s  reprcsentative, 
may a t  any time makeeither o r a l  or wri t ten statements cmcerning any 
question under consideration. 

Rule 1 7  

The Secre ta r ia t  s h a l l  prepare summary records of the meetings. 
Thest records s h a l l  be prepared i n  the working languag~s  and s h a l l  
bc d i s t r ibu ted  to the i'lembers as  soon as  possible. Within twenty 
days thereaf te r  Nembers s h a l l  inform the Sec re t s r i a t  i n  wri t ing of 
any corrections they wish t o  have made. 

I 
Article 32 of the Constitution 



IX. LLVGUAGES 

Rula 18 

Arabic, English and French s h a l l  be  the o f f i c i a l  md working 
languages. 

Rule 19 

Any repres tn ta t ive  may speak i n  a l a n p a g ~  othcr than the 
o f f i c i a l  languages. I n  t h i s  cast ,  he s h c l l  himsclf provide f o r  
in te rpre ta t ion  in to  one of the working languages. 

X. VOTING 

Eulz XI 

Unless otherwise provided by the Constitution of the Organization 1 

or  resolved by the Bealth 'issemblyj2 the decisions of the Sub-committee 
s h a l l  be taken by a majority of the Xembers present and voting. 

Each Member sha l l  have one vote; however, "iembers st tending 
both Sub-committees s h a l l  h a v ~  tht. right of vote i n  m e  Sub-Committee 
only. 

Rule 22 

The repor t  of tho Sub-committee s h a l l  s t ~ t e  which Members have 
exercised t h e i r  r i g h t  of vote during the session. 

Rule 23 

For the purpose of these Rules the  phrase "!Jiitmbers present and 
voting" means itembers casting an affirmetive r negative vote. 
Piembers who abstain  from voting s h a l l  b6 considered as  not voting. 

I n  a s ec re t  ba l lo t  an inval id  vote s h a l l  be so rcported and 
s h a l l  be counted as  an abstention. 

Rule 24 

Voting s h a l l  normally be b g  show gf hands. Hiowever, any 
representative may request a r o l l - c e l l  which s h a l l  then be taken i n  
the alphabetical  order of the names of the  ~.i,-.~bers, i n  English. 

Rule 25 

Tht vote of each Mtmbar par t ic ipa t ing  i n  an) r o l l - c a l l  s h a l l  
be i n s e r t e i  i n  the summary records. 

Rule 26 

A l l  e l e c t ~ o n s  s h a l l  be decided by sec re t  ba l lo t .  However, 
except as  concerns the vote r t . q ~ i r e d  f o r  tbe n~minat ion c f  the  
Regional Director, an e lect ion may be held by 2. show of hands or  by 
acclamation, provided t h a t  there i s  no more than one candidate f o r  
one e lec t ive  of f ice  and t h a t  no represent . t ive  requests otherwise. 

I 
a r t i c l e  60 of the Constitution 

L 
Article  67 of  the h i e s  .ri;ceLh~.e ;le World Health Assembly 



Rule 27 

A s ec re t  b a l l o t  on arij u u i b ~ .  y u e s ~ i u n  ai'dil be taken a t  the  request of 
one representat ive supported by a t  l e a s t  one other representative. 

Kule 28 

Whenever required, the s ec re t  b a l l o t  may be taken by pos ta l  vote, the 
b a l l o t  papers from each Member being sealed i n  a cover. This cover s h a l l  
be opened a t  a time and place, t o  be f ixed and announced t o  Members by the  
Regional Director, i n  the presence of two t e l l e r s  appointed one each by the 
Sub-Committees. The r e s u l t  of the vote s h a l l  be announced by the Regional 
Director t o  the Ibmbers. If the  r e s u l t  of such a vote i s  inconclusive, 
fu r ther  pos ta l  ba l lo t s  s h a l l  be taken as necessary, alplying thereto t he  
provisions of Rule 29 or  JO as  maybe appropriate. 

Rule 29 

'When cnly one e lec t ive  place i s  t o  be f i l l e d  and no candidate obtains 
i n  the first  b a l l o t  the majority required, a second b a l l o t  s h a l l  be taken 
which s h a l l  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the two candidetes obtaining the l a r g e s t  
number o f  votes. I f  i n  t h e  second b a l l o t  the  votes a r e  equally divided, 
the Chairman s h a l l  decide bet-~een the candidates by drawing l o t s .  

The drawing of l o t s  sha l l  not be resorted to i n  a vow taken i n  
application of Ar t ic le  52l of the  Constitution; i n  t h i s  event s ec re t  ba l lo t s  
s h a l l  continue t o  be taken u n t i l  a candidate obtains the majority required, 
a f t e r  the  elimination a t  each ba l lo t ing  of the  candidate who received the 
l e a s t  number of votes. 

Rule 30 

:&en two or more e lec t ive  places a rz  t o  be f i l l e d  a t  one time under the 
same conditions, those candidates obtaining i n  the f i r s t  ba l lo t  t h e  
majority required s h a l l  be clictc-l" I f  the number of candidates obtaining 
such majority i s  l e s s  than the number of places to  be f i l l e d ,  there s h a l l  
be addi t ional  ba l lo t s  t o  f i l l  t he  rc:nzining places, the voting t o  be 
r e s t r i c t ed  to  the candidates obtaining the grea tes t  number of votes i n  t h e  
previous b a l l o t  t o  a nurnbcr not more than twice the places remaining to be 
f i l l e d .  

Rule 31 

If a vote i s  equal1.y divided on matters other than elect ions ,  t he  
proposal s h a l l  be regarded a s  rejected.  

X I .  CONDUCT OF BCSINK5S 

Rule 32 - .- 
One half  of the Membcrs seated i n  the Sub-committee and e n t i t l e d  to 

vote under Rules 21 and 22 shall. cons t i tu te  a quorum. 

Rule 33 

A representative may designate en a l te rna te  who is a mernb~r of h i s  
delegation and who s h a l l  have thf r i g h t  t o  speak and vote. An adviser,at  
the request of a represzntative,  ma! be allowed t o  S p a k  by the Chairman. 

I 

Art ic le  52: IlTIie head of +,he Regional Office &all be the Regional 
Director appointed by tile ooircl  cryat;,,lr~,~ uilul .the Regional Committee(l. 



Rule 34 

I n  addit ion to  the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by these 
Rules, the Chairman s h a l l  declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting, d i r e c t  the discussion, ensJre the observance of these R.ules, 
accord the r i gh t  to  speak, put questions to  the vote 2nd announce 
decisions and r e su l t s  of the voting. 

Rule 35 

During the discussion on any matter, a representative may r i s e  
to  3 point of order, and the point of order sha l l  be imnediately 
decided by the Chairman i n  accordance wlth these Rules. 

Rule 36 

During the discussion on any m a t t ~ r ,  a representative may move 
the suspension or adjournment of the debate. Any such motion if 
seconded sha l l  be put to the vote immediately and without fur ther  
discussion. 

Rule 37 

The Sub-Committee may l i m i t  the time to  be allowed to each speaker. 

Rule 38 

A representative may a t  any time move the closure of the debate, 
whether o r  no t  another representative has s ign i f ied  h i s  wish to  
speak. Permission to speak against  the closure may be accorded 
to  not  more than one representative. 

The Chairman s h a l l  take the sense of the  meeting on any motion 
of closure. I f  the Sub-committee i s  i n  favour of the motion, the 
Chairman s h a l l  declare the closure of the debate. 

Rule 40 

Parts  of a proposal s h a l l  be voted on separately  i f  a 
representative requests t ha t  a proposal be divided. 

Rule 

inken an amendment revises,  adds to, or  deletes  from a proposal, 
the amendment s h a l l  be vgted gn f i r s t ,  and i f  i t  i s  dop ted  the 
amended proposal sha l l  then be voted on. 

Rule 42 

I f  two o r  more amendments a r e  moved to  a proposal, the 
Sub-Cormnittee s h a l l  f i r s t  vote on the amendment fu r thes t  removed 
i n  substance from the or ig ina l  proposal and then on the amendment 
next fu r thes t  removed therefrom, and so ,>n, u n t i l  a11 the 
amendments have b5en put t o  the vote, The Chairman s h a l l  determine 
the order of voting on the amendments under t h i s  Rule. 

Rule 43 
A motron may be withdrawn by the proposer a t  any t i m t  before 

voting on it has be~un ,  , v ~ ~ , ,  that  h e  ,,,,tion has not been 
amended. A motion withdrawn may be reintroduced by any ilember. 



Rule 44 

When a proposal has been adopted o r  re jected i t  may not be 
reconsidered a t  the same session, unless a two-thirds majority of 
the Members present and voting so decides. Femission t o  speak 
on a motion t o  reconsider s h a l l  be accorded only t o  two speakers 
opposing the motion, a f t e r  which it s h a l l  be immediztely put t o  
the  vote. 

Rule 45 

The Chairman may a t  any time require  any proposal, motion, 
resolution, or  amendment t o  be secmded. 

X I I .  W rnENTATION 

Rule 46 

The Regional D i r e c t ~ r  s h a l l  make available,  within ac s!lqrt a 
period a s  possible, to  the membtrs of both Sub-Committees, the 
documents communicated t o  e i t he r  Sub-Committee, the sumnary records 
of t h e i r  respective sessions, and the conclusions arr ived a t  by 
e i the r  Sub-committee on the items which have been considered. 

X I I I .  REPORTS OF SESSIONS 

Rule 47 

In order t o  co-ordinate the opinions of t he  two Sub-Committees 
a person designated by each Sub-committee, with the authorization of 
t he  respect-ve Sub-Committees, s h a l l  meet together with the 
Regional Director i n  order to harmonize as  f a r  as may be necessary 
the decisions of the Sub-Committees and t o  present a f i n a l  report. 
I n  the event t h a t  the  opinions of the Sub-Committees on a par t icu la r  
question cannot be harmonized, a statement to  t h i s  e f f e c t  s h a l l  be 
given i n  the  report, together w i t h  the individual opinions of the 
Sub -Cormnittees. 

Rule 118 

The f i n a l  repor t  of each session including resolutions,  
recommendations and other important decisions, with d e t a i l s  of 
voting if any, s h a l l  be communicated by the  Regional Director t o  the  
Piembers and t o  'he DirectorGeneral ,  who s h a l l  forward it  t o  the 
Executive Board. 

I n  addition, the Regional E r e c t o r  s h a l l  transmit t o  the  Members 
and t o  the Director-General the documents d i s t r ibu ted  during each session 
and the summary records of t h a t  session. 

Rule 49 

I f  fo r  any reason one or  other of the Sub-Committees should be 
unable t o  meet on the date and place not i f ied,  the  other Sub-Committes1s 
 pinions s h a l l  be forwarded t o  +he Members and t o  the Director-General. 



X I V .  SJSPENSION AND m4hXDgiENT TO THE RULE5 OF FROCED'JRE 

Rule 50 

Subject t o  the  provisions of the Constitution and with the  exceptions 
of Rules 1, 2, 3, 9, 21, 28, 29, 46, 47, 48, h9 and 51 of these Rules of 
Procedure which are  i n  accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 
3 of Resolution 1dHA7.33, any other provision of these Rules of Procedure 
may be amended or  suspended by the Sub-committee provided tha t  a t  l e a s t  
48 hours' notice of the  proposal f o r  such amendment or  suspension has been 
given to  the  Olaiman and communicated by him t o  the iYl~mbers 24 hours 
before the meeting a t  which the proposal i s  to  be submitted. If, however, 
on the advice of the Chairman, the Sus-Committee i s  unanimously i n  favour 
of such a proposal, i t  may adopt it inmediately and without notice.  

XV. GENERAL FROVISIONS 

Rule 51 

The Sub-committee may a t  i t s  d i sc re t ion  apply such Rules of Procedure 
of t he  Health Assembly or  the  Executive Soard of the idorld Health 
Organization as  i t  may deem appropriate to par t icu la r  circumstances, and 
provided tha t  t h i s  i s  in accordance w i t h  t he  rules  drawn up by the Health 
Assembly i n  Resolution dHA7.33. 

Rule 52 

Upon the termination of the  provisional regime f o r  t he  carrying o u t  
of the dut ies  of the Regional Committee, these Rules of procedure s h a l l  
cease t o  have e f fec t .  


