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HEALTH SERVICES .-------.- > .  - - 
OHGANIZATIdN A N D  STAFF --.. - -------------- - -.- 

1, The organ iza t ion  of t h e  Agency's h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  h a s  
remained s u b s t a n t i a l l y  unchanged dur ing  t h e  f i s c a l  per iod  
1955 -1956, The World Health Organizat ion,  by agreement with 
the Agency, continues to be responsible f o r  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
d i r e c t i o n  of these s e r v i c e s  by des igna t ing  and providing 
c e r t a i n  of t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f ,  including the Chief  Medical  
Off icer  of the Agency. 

2. Table 1 below shows t h e  personnel establishment ( i n c l u d i n g  
t h o s e  seconded by WHO) as a t  30 June 1956. During t h e  pe r iod  
under review, the number of doctors and of a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  of 
nurses was increased. The category "others" under the heading 
''area staff '' inc ludes  administrative, clerical, laboratory, 
pharmaceutical and supply personnel as well as sanitary, 
supplementary f e e d i n g  and milk distribution personnel above the 
labour category, Also d u r i n g  the year, a number of posts in 
t h e  former  ca tegory were t r ans fe r r ed  t o  t h e  l abour  category. 
The table  does not i nc lude  t h e  hundreds of workers employed i n  
h o s p i t a l s  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  Agency, which a l s o  provide s e r v i c e s  
t o  refugees,  

Table 1_ ..--,- ~ 

1nte rna t iona . l  Staff HQ Lebanon i Z]l_orda; &za . - - . -  . - -- - .  - -- 
Doctors 4 1 1 1 1 8 
Nurses I 1 1 2 1 6 
S a n i t a t i o n  Officers 1 0 0 0 0 1 
N u t r i t i o n i s t  1 0 0 0 0 1 
Health Educator 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Administration 1 0 0 0 0 L 

Sub-Total - 
Area Staff --. 

Doctors 0 19  18 50 17 104 
D e n t i s t s  0 1 2 7 1 11 
Nurses 1 18 16 48 100 
Uursing a u x i l i a r i e s  0 45 3 8 192 

0 3 2 2 
344 69 

S a n i t a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  1 
2 2 2 

6 
Laboratory Technicians 0 1 

0 1 2 
7 

Pharmacists 2 1 
0 

6 
Food Supervisors 1 1 1 1 -4 
Others : Medical 9 2 0 14 5 4 b9 146 

S a n i t a t i o n  1 24 6 2 0 8 5 13 6 
Suppl, ~ e e d i n g /  0 2 7 8 13 3 8 86 

Pii lk  
- 

Sub-Total - 2 5 ~  
Labour Category : 

Medical  0 2 8 48 114 8 2 
S a n i t a t i o n  0 107 62 k75 b52 1096 

272 

~ u ~ ~ l  , ~ e e d i n ~ /  0 12 3 111 565 219 El$ 
Milk  Sub-Total - 2374 -- - . -A  

Grand T o t a l  - 3354 
- *  ... 

I n  addition t o  t he se  numbers t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Agency staff members 
are seconded by ano ther  Divis ion within t h e  Agency f o r  f u l l -  
time serv ice  with t h e  Hea l th  Division a t  HQ : 

I n t e r n a t  i o n a l  Staff 
G p m d  Materials O f f l c e r  (Medical) 

Area  maaFmma.k-i Staff st 

Others : Medical 
LabourCategory: Medical 
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3. The number of c l i n i c s  and o u t - p a t i e n t  departments operated 
o r  u t i l i s e d  by t h e  Agency remained unchanged a t  a t o t a l  of 90 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  under review. But refugee movements and the 
opening and closing of camps in Lebanon caused some c l i n i c s  t o  
be c l o s e d  and some new ones  opened, C i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  
J o r d a n  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  c l i n i c  s e rv i ce s  in some areas, 
Efficiency of treatment has been improved by t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
i n t o  Jo rdan  and S y r i a  of t h e  system, which h a s  opera ted  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i n  Gaza and Lebanon, of r e g i s t e r i n g  each p a t i e n t  
on an i n d i v i d u a l  card;  t h i s  system w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be adopted  
i n  a l l  c l i n i c s .  

4. The following t a b l e  shows t h e  number of v i s i t s  pa id  to 
.the Agency's c l i n i c s  during t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  : 

Table  2 

Description - - Lebanon Syr ia  3 ordan Gaz+ ----- 7 -- < - A -  - - + -  .-.- T o t a l  - - 
Popu la t ion  served by 102,000 89,000 426,000 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 ~  Q i r l  ,0000 
M-edical Servicesa  

General  Medical Cases 365,9t?4 372,737 637,181 567,069 1,9&2,971 

Dressings and Skin  2219,798 215,235 919,255 578,769 1,934,057 

Eye Cases 2&0,324 108,666 1,039,758 653 ,#75 2,042,623 

Dental - 2 3 .. ,771 . 19 13LL ?t2&g 12~.!$6 -- 75,826 - 

a F i g u r e s  show the numb,er o f  refugees  and residents 
s e r v e d  by t h e  AgencyPs medical serv ices  and do n o t  
represent t h e  t o t a l  numbers of refugees in the 
r e s p e c t i v e  coun t r i e s .  

b Includes  s e rv i ce s  t o  refugees by P u b l i c  Health 
Department and t h e  Red Crescent  in Gaza, as w e l l  a s  
s e rv i ce s  by  the Agency to Gaza non-refugees. 

5. The number of hospital beds maintained by or  reserved 
for t h e  Agency decreased from 2102 i n  J u n e  1955 to 2241 i n  June 
1956. This  decrease was mainly  due, as i s  seen in paragraph 6 
below, t o  t h e  withdrawal  of beds in Syria  and the temporary 
r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  numbers o f  b e d s  in Lebanon consequent on planned 
improvements in t h e  Agencyss serv ices  f o r  t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t s ,  
The changes i n  the different c o u n t r i e s  were as follows :- 

June 1952 dune  1956 

Gaza 704 
J ordan 

7 0  
LO59  1093 

Lebanon 3 4.2 2 93 
Syr ia  197 147 

6. I n  Gaza, a new childrenss ward of 28 beds was opened 
d u r i n g  A p r i l  i n  t h e  Agency's t u b e r c u l o s i s  h o s p i t a l  a t  B u r e i j ,  
A new X-ray apparatus w a s  provided f o r  that h o s p i t a l  by the 
Swiss Government, The Red Crescent  H o s p i t a l ,  i n  which beds 
a r e  reserved f o r  t h e  Agency, was damaged by shelling on 5 
April, bwC has been repaired, In J o r d a n ,  t h e  Government 



Hospical  in J e r i c h o ,  which a l s o  i s  used and t h e r e f o r e  l a r g e l y  
supported by t h e  Agency, moved i n t o  newly-bui l t  r emises  d u r i n g  8 October  1955. A s p e c i a l  p a e d i a t r i c  team of t h e  ave the  
Ch i ld ren  Fund s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  undertook t h e  medical d i r e c t i o n  
of 20 c h i l d r e n s s  beds t h e r e ,  I n  Lebanon, as the Director 
repor ted t o  t h e  t e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  General Assembly, t h e  
Agency had been p l ann ing  to c l o s e  i t s  t e n t e d  tuberculosis 
h o s p i t a l  n e a r  S idon;  t h i s  was done i n  October  1955, Some 
of t h e  p a t i e n t s  were d ischarged and t h o s e  who needed con- 
tinuing h o s p i t a l  t reatment were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r iva t e  
sanatorium where a new wing i s  be ing  b u i l t  by t h e  Agency. 
That  new wing w i l l  conta in  considerably more beds than  the 
AgencyPs o l d  Sidon h o s p i t a l .  I n  May 1956 a new 8-bedded 
maternity ward was opened i n  t h e  Agency's camp h o s p i t a l  a t  
Nahr e l  Bared, n e a r  T r i p o l i ,  I n  S y r i a ,  a t  t he  r e q u e s t  of 
t h e  Government, t he  22-bedded wing operated by t h e  Agency 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  D e r a f a  was r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Government 
H e a l t h  Department i n  J a n u a r y  1956. I n  Nairab Camp* Aleppo, 
a new b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  accommodate t h e  m a t e r n i t y  
and childrenvs section of t h e  medical  u n i t  t he re .  

7. Labora tory  services cont inued t o  be  provided by 
subsidized p r i v a t e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  by governmental ,  o r  by 
Agency-operated l a b o r a t o r i e s .  I n  J o r d a n ,  owing t o  t h e  strain 
on t h e  Government l a b o r a t o r y  i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  a s p e c i a l  t e c h n i c i a n  
has been provided  by t h e  Agency t o  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  t h e  
purpose  of examining specimens submit ted  i n  respect  of refugees, 
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e.  Attendance  a t  t h e  Agency's mate rn i ty  c l i n i c s  increased 
from 103,610 d u r i n g  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  1954-1955 t o  123,049 
f o r  t h e  pe r iod  at presen t  under review. T h i s  increase is 
thought t o  b e  p a r t l y  due t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  J u l y  1955 of 
a spec ia l  i s s u e  o f  supplementary r a t i o n s  f o r  p regnan t  and 
nursing women. Monthly a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  c l i n i c s  i s  t h e  ru le  
except towards  t h e  end of pregnancy when a t t endance  may be 
a t  two weekly o r  one weekly i n t e r v a l s .  Thus r e g u l a r  medical 
and n u r s i n g  s u p e r v i s i o n  i s  provided  until d e l i v e r y  which  i n  
normal c a s e s  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  p lace  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  home o r  i n  
camp m a t e r n i t y  c e n t r e s ;  h o s p i t a l  care i s  normally reserved 
f o r  compl ica ted  cases ,  During pregnancy, s imple  h e a l t h  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  are g iven  in preparat ion f o r  d e l i v e r y ,  and 
e i t h e r  a ready-made l a y e t t e  o r  m a t e r i a l s  a re  provided from 
which a l a y e t t e  can be made by t h e  mother h e r s e l f ,  A b lood  
tests f o r  s y p h i l i s  is t a k e n  at the first attendance; if it 
is p o s i t i v e ,  an adequate course  of t r ea tmen t  is i n s t i t u t e d ,  
and t h e  f a m i l y  members a r e  a l s o  i n v c s t i g a t c d  f o r  evidence 
of the disease. ;$hen t h e  number of  s e r o - p o s i t i v e  women is 
5% or over of t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c l i n i c  t h e  whole family 
of each s e r o - p o s i t i v e  women is t r e a t e d  with p e n i c i l l i n .  
Where the  number i s  lower t h a n  5%,  only  t h o s e  family members 
w i t h  p o s i t i v e  blood r e a c t i o n  are t r e a t e d .  O f  t h e  20,376 blood 
t e s t s  c a r r i ed  o u t  on pregnant  women during t h e  1 2  months under  
review, 362 were p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  i s ,  1,28%, 

9. There  were 465,009 a t tendances  a t  i n f a n t  hea l t h  c l i n i c s  
during t h e  period under review (monthly average 38,751) whereas 
there had been 424,242 in t h e  previous pe r iod ,  The i s sue  
through t h e  i n f a n t  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s  of a u t h o r i t y  f o r  s p e c i a l  
supplementary r a t i ons  f o r  n u r s i n g  mothers  f o r  a 12-month 
p e r i o d  a f t e r  de l ivery  i s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  as  i n  t h e  case of  t h e  
m a t e r n i t y  c l i n i c s ,  t o  have been a powerfu l  s t i m u l u s  t o  
increased a t tendance.  I n  t h e s e  c l i n i c s  advice i s  given to 



t h e  mothers  on t h e  ca re  of i n f a n t s  and young c h i l d r e n ,  
t h e i r  d i e t ,  pe r sona l  hygiene and  c l o t h i n g .  P r o p h y l a c t i c  
imrnunizat i o n s  aga in s t  small pox, d i p h t h e r i a  and e n t e r i c  
group f e v e r s  a r e  a l s o  given. B e n e f i c i a r i e s  f o r  supple- 
mentary f e e d i n g  i n  t h e  0-2 age group a r c  a l s o  se lec ted  
through t h e s e  clinics. 

10. Vdith the cstablishmcnt of additional teams i n  
Jo rdan  and Gaza, the number of school, h e a l t h  teams has 
now been i n c r e a s e d  t o  e i g h t  ( f o u r  i n  Jordan,  t w o  i n  Gaza 
and one each i n  Lebanon and S y r i a ) .  Each c o n s i s t s  of a 
medical o f f i c e r ,  a t r a i n e d  n u r s e ,  a c l e r k  and a d r i v e r .  

11. Under t h e  s c h o o l  h e a l t h  service, each  school child 
i s  med ica l ly  examined on e n t r y  and on l e a v i n g  school .  
Ch i ld ren  r e q u i r i n g  medical  t r e a t m e n t  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
nearest  Agency c l i n i c  f o r  a t t e n t i o n ,  and a re  re-examined 
p e . r i o d i c a 1 l y  by the s c h o o l  h e a l t h  team, School  t e a c h e r s  
a r e  a l s o  examined t o  ensure t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f r ee  from t u b e r -  
c u l o s i s  o r  o t h e r  i n f e c t i o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  might r e n d e r  
them a danger t o  t h e  p u p i l s  under  t h e i r  care. 

1 2 ,  During t h e  p e r i o d  under  review, 32,143 schoo l  c h i l d r e n  
and 997 teachers  in,Agcncy s c h o o l s  w e r e  f u l l y  examined. 
There w a s  some i n t e r r u p t i o n  of t h e  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y ,  
February and March 1956 while a number o f  t h e  s c h o o l  medical. 
o f f i c e r s  were engaged i n  t h e  n u t r i t i o n  survey. 
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13.  The c a l o r i c  va lue  of  t h e  b a s i c  r a t i o n  supp l i ed  t o  
r e f u g e e s  continued unchanged throughout t h e  y e a r  a t  about  
1500 c a l o r i e s  per day i n  summer and abou t .1600  c a l o r i e s  i n  
winter and with a t o t a l  vegetable p r o t e i n  c o n t e n t  of 41.7 
and 44.2 grams r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The c o n s t i t u e n t s  a l s o  remained 
unchanged excep t  t h a t  burgh01 because of i t s  h i g h  c o s t  was 
e l i m i n a t e d  and r e p l a c e d  by  r i c e ,  

1 Wikh e f f e c t  f som 1 J u l y  1955, a s p e c i a l  monthly supp le -  
mentary issue of d r y  r a t i o n s  having the v a l u e  of 500 c a l o r i e s  
p e r  day has been i s s u e d  t o  a l l  women from t h e  beginning  of 
t h e  f i f t h  month o f  pregnancy t o  t h e  end of t h e  twelfth month 
a f t e r  d e l i v e r y ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  a l l  c h i l d r c n  up t o  t h e  a g e  of 
15 years  as  w e l l  a s  p regnan t  and n u r s i n g  women are e n t i t l e d  
t o  a d a i l y  issue of l i q u i d  milk.  F i s h  o i l  capsules  a r e  
i s s u e d  d a i l y  through i n f a n t  hea l th  c e n t r e s ,  supplementary 
f e e d i n g  c e n t r e s  and s c h o o l s ,  t o  a11 c h i l d r e n .  F u r t h e r ,  a  
h o t  meal is  provided s i x  d a y s  weekly t o  refugees c e r t i f i e d  
on medical  grounds as  being in need of supplementary feeding.  
T h i s  d a i l y  meal is u s u a l l y  provided i n i t i a l l y  f o r  a p e r i o d  
of t h ree  months,  and i s  cont inued  if a medica l  examinat ion  
a t  t h e  end of that p e r i o d  shows that t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  still 
needs it. Non-hospi ta l ized  pulmonary t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  receive double  b a s i c  r a t i o n s ,  

1 5 .  During t h e  y e a r ,  s e v e r a l  new supplementary f eed ing  
c e n t r e s ,  i n f a n t  f e e d i n g  c e n t r e s  and milk c e n t r e s  were b u i l t  
i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e a c h  pe r sons  who were n o t  y e t  bcneficiaries 
of these services. The school milk programme has  expanded 
particularly i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  where the t e a c h e r s  a p p r e c i a t e  
i t s  value .  Thc r c c c i p t  of Uni ted  S t a t e s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u r p l u s  
commodities and g i f t s  of food f rom v o l u n t a r y  s o c i e t i e s  have 
made p o s s i b l e  t h e  maintenance of t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  supple-  
mentary meals; this would otherwise have been d i f f i c u l t ,  
s i n c e  f r e s h  food has become morc expensive. H o s p i t a l s  and 
n o n - h o s p i t a l i z e d  t u b e r c u l o s i s  p a t i e n t s  have a l s o  b e n e f i t t e d  
from t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  



16, A d e c i s i o n w a s t a k e n i n t h e  au tumnof  1 9 5 5 t o i n v i t e  
t h e  WHd t o  conduct a su rvey  of t h e  n u t r i t i o n  of r e fugees .  
The survey was begun d u r i n g  December, 1955 and was f i n i s h e d  
by t h e  end of March, 1956. It was conducted under t h e  d i r e a t i o n  
of two WHO experts who used t h e  se rv ices  of some o f  t h e  Agency's 
s t a f f ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  doctors of t h e  school h e a l t h  s e r v i c e ,  and 
c o n s i s t e d  of two par t s :  a c l i n i c a l  survey,  involving t h e  p h y s i c a l  
examination of some 5,400 refugees and of a number of non- 
refugees as c o n t r o l s ;  and a survey  of t h e  d i e t e t i c  h a b i t s  of  
t h e  refugees  by means of a d e t a i l e d  study of t h e  a c t u a l  items 
of food consumed i n  the homes of 400 families during a per iod  
of severa l  days.  The information o b t a i n e d  from the survey is 
s t i l l  in t h e  hands of t he  exper ts ,  
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17, w d e m & o l o a .  No case o f  t h e  t r e a t y  d i seases  ( ~ l a g u e ,  
c h o l e r a ,  yen -ow- feve r ,  smallpox,  typhus and louse-borne 
r e l a p s i n g  f e v e r )  occurred  among t h e  refugees  during t h e  year. 
The cases of  r e l a p s i n g  fever r e p o r t e d  are c o n s i  ered,  on 
e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l  grounds ,  t o  be t i c k - b o r n e  infeclions. The 
i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s  r c c  orded among t h e  refugees during t h e  
pe r iod  12 June 1955 to 9 June 1954 are l i s t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
t ab le  :- 

Table 3 -...-- 

Lebanon S y r i a  Jordan Gaza - - .--- Tota l  
102,000 89,000 k m d 0  270,000 $ i s 7 7 0  

Plague  0 
Cholera 0 
Y e l l o w  f eve r  0 
Small-pox 0 
Typhus ( louse  borne ) 0 
Typhus ( Endemic ) 0 
Relapsing f eves  0 
Diphther ia  3 0 
Measles 2,204 
Whooping Cough 2,641 
Chicken  Pox 
Mumps 

489 
600 

M e n i n g i t i s  
P o l i o m y e l i t i s  

9 
1 

Typhoid (Para A&B) 1 5  3 
Dysentery  29,667 
Malaria 463 
Bilharziasis 1 
Anc y los tomias  i s  1 2  2 
Trachoma 16,737 
C o n j u n c t i v i t i s  29,002 

'F These f i g u r e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  number of refugees w h e t h e r  
r eg i s t e red  o r  n o t  and a l s o  r e s i d e n t s  ( a s  i n  Gaza) concerning 
whom UNRWA's F i u l d  8 ~ ; . a l t h  off i c c r s  o b t a i n  r e c o r d s  o f  the 
i n c i  d enco o f  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s .  The ba l ance  of Gaza 
r e s i d e n t s  a t  r i s k  are repor t ed  on by t h e  Gaza P u b l i c  Health 
Department. 

1 Dysentery  and aye d i s e a s e s  cont inued  t o  bc t h e  most 
p reva len t  infections, p a r t i c u l a r l y  during summer when t h e r e  
a re  more f l i e s ,  A no t iceab le  f u r t h e r  reduction compared t o  
p r c v i o u s  gears i n  t h e  e n t c r i c  group f e v e r  cases  i s  attributed 



t o  p r o p h y l a c t i c  i n o c u l a t i o n s  and t h e  p rov i s ion  of safe  wa te r  
s u p p l i e s .  C l i n i c a l  m a l a r i a  cases dropped t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  
ha l f  ( f rom 19,035 l a s t  yea r  down t o  9,2d7  t h i s  year)  due 
a g a i n  t o  extensive m a l a r i a  c o n t r o l  measures. Immunization 
of s u ~ c e p t  i b l e s  against d i p h t h e r i a  and whooping cough has  
he lped  t o  keep t h e  inc idence  o f  t h e s e  diseases low. 

19. Immunization, Mass immunization campaigns a g a i n s t  
small ~5x7 d i p h t h e r i a  and enCer ic  group f e v e r s  were ca s r i ad  
ou t  and i n o c u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  whooping cough was i n s t i t u t e d  
among young c h i l d r e n  in t h o s e  areas where whooping cough 
was p reva len t .  I n  a l l ,  342,272 inoculations and v a c c i n a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e s e  d i s o a s e s  were given  d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  under  
rcview. 

20. Tuberculos is  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  programme i s  based on 
tuberculosiSCT-T'CS e s t a b i i s h u d  by t h e  Aaencv in t h e  main 
cen t r e s  o f  r e fugee  p o p u l a t i o n ,  whekc d i a g n o s i t c  f a c i l i t i e s  
and facilities f o r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  and t r ea tmen t  of ambulatory 
p a t i e n t s  are a v a i l a b l e ,  and on h o s p i t a l  accommodation f o r  t h e  
p a t i e n t s  who need i s o l a t i o n ,  c l o s e r  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  more spec i a l -  
i z e d  a t t o n t i o n  o r  s u r g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  The c l i n i c s  a r c  served 
i n  each h o s t  coun t ry  by a special  t u b e r c u l o s i s  medica l  o f f i c e r  
and h i s  s t a f f .  

21. The obenine: of n new ward i n  Bureij Hospi ta l ,  Gaza, 
has becn mentioned above, I n  J o r d a n ,  a new dispensary has 
been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Zerka,  and ar rangcments  have becn made 
f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  facilities f o r  sputum c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  
Government H o s p i t a l ,  Jerusalem. I n  Lcbanon, t h e  Agcncyts 
150-bed wing a t  a p r i v a t e  sana tor ium a t  Bhanncs i s  unde r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and a campaign o f  BCG v a c c i n a t i o n  i s  envisaged,  
as  pa r t  of t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of the  v a c c i n a t i o n  programme, The 
S y r i a n  Government h a s  made beds available in the I b n  Rashid 
Sanatorium f o r  cases from t h c  Agency's t u b e r c u l o s i s  d e t e n t i o n  
p o s t  i n  Nairab Camp, Alcppo; c l o s u r e  of t h e  pos t  h a s  t h u s  
been made possible, 

22, A t  t h e  Agencyq s i n v i t a t i o n ,  a survey o f  i t s  t u b e r -  
c u l o s i s  programme i n  a l l  f o u r  h o s t  countries was made by 
the bVHO Sen io r  T u b e r c u l o s i s  Adviser  t o  t h e  Govcrnmcnts of 
Jo rdan  and Lebanon, s t a r t i n g  i n  December 1955. Improvements 
and developments i n  t h e  Agency's serv ices  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  
t u b e r c u l o s i s  have been planncd i n  thc l i g h t  of h i s  rccommcnda- 
t i o n s ,  These conccrn p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  systzrn which  will permi t  r e g u l a r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  
of t h e  p a t i e n t s  s o  a s  to ensure not on ly  t h e i r  con t inued  
t r e a t m e n t  b u t  a l s o  t r a c i n g  o f  c o n t a c t s  and a d iminu t ion  o f  
p u b l i c  h c a l t h  dangers ,  The number of s t a f f  ongagod an t h i s  
work w i l l  a l s o  be increased,  and it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  
may b e  nccd f o r  a n  i n c r c a s e  i n  t h e  number of t u b e r c u l o s i s  
h o s p i t a l  beds i n  J o r d a n  where t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e s t ab l i sh -  
ing  a second t u b e r c u l o s i s  h o s p i t a l  of 100 beds  i s  under  
review. 

2 3 .  Malaria con t ro2 .  The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  summarizes t h e  
~~ency~si in tTrn-a  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  year under  r e v i e w  : - 

Table 4 

Rcsidual Spraying Cam~aigns --- A - -- .- 

Camps V i l l age s  Sq .Meters Popu la t ion  Cost per 
in US Fad Count-rl  Sprayed SprxgG- Spga~$!- ProA~f ied -  -_ -- -.- -_ . 

-+  

Lebanon 1 2  - 778,371 42,528 0.03. 
S y r i a  1 3  3 6 603,536 31,403 0.04 
J ordan  1 19 1,637,498 73,421 0.04 



Table' 4 ( Cont d. 1 -- 
L a r v i c i d a l  Campal-n ( J o r d a n )  -- --.-.-- . -..---- --..-+ 

Estimated number of square meters o i l e d  d u r i n g  pe r iod  
April-November 1955 i n c l u s i v e  54,696,765. 

Number of l i t r e s  DDT-pure r e s i n - s o l a r  o i l  (2 .5  per 
cent  DDT and 2 per  c e n t  r e s i n )  137 ,449. 

Drainage ( J & - d a d  

Number of l i n e a r  meters c l e a r e d  
Number of c u b i c  m e t e r s  dug as, d r a i n s  
Number of squa re  meters d r i e d  

2 b ,  Thc greatest problcm facing the Agency a s  regards  
mala r i a  c o n t r o l  h a s  been i n  J o r d a n ,  where t h e  Jordan and  
Yarmuk V a l l e y s  were once t h e  most hyper-endemic zones ,  The re ,  
large-scale  c o n t r o l  measures, d i r e c t l y  supervised  by t h e  
Agencyq s E p i d e m i o l o g i s t ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  Yarrnuk-Jordan Ant i -  
Malaria P r o j e c t ,  which was o r i g i n a l l y  conf ined  to the'two 
r i v e r  va l l eys  bu t  which dur ing t h e  year under review was 
extended to i n c l u d e  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  v a l l e y s  and hills; it h i d  
become apparent  t h a t  some of t h e  i n f e c t i o n s  among refugees 
in the area were b e i n g  c o n t r a c t e d  i n  t h e  adjoining uncontrolled 
parts, The campaign i t s e l f  is based on a wcekly l a r v i c i d i n g  
of a l l  breeding s u r f a c e s ,  supplemented by residual spraying 
of premises  whenever c i rcumstances  war ran t  such a c t i o n .  

25 .  Epidemio log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  area 
of t h e  Yarmuk-Jordan Anti-Malaria Project d u r i n g  t h e  year  
revealed that no infection occurred among 511 infants under  
t h e  age of one y e a r  whose blood smears were microscopically 
examined for m a l a r i a l  pasasi tcs .  A t o t a l  of 2,768 blood 
f i l m s  taken from s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  p r o j e c t  area revealed  
a n  o v e r a l l  pa ras i t e  r a te  o f  3.3% only. Corresponding f i g u r e s  
for t h e  year 195G/55 were 9.6% and 1953/54, 14.3%. 

26. In o t h e r  p a r t s  of J o r d a n ,  Lebanon and  Syria, t h e  Agencyss 
s a n i t a t i o n  s t a f f  under  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t he  
Epidemiologist carry ou t  c o n t r o l  measures bo th  i n  and around 
t h e  organized refugee camps as  w e l l  as in v i l l a g u s  where 
refugees form a h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  popu la t ion .  

27, The percentage i n c i d e n c e  of malaria d u r i n g  t h e  malaria 
season - J u l y  t o  December - i s  ob ta ined  from t h e  r e c o r d s  of 
all t h e  Agency's p o l y c l i n i c s .  The t a b l o  below shows t h e  drop  
in t h e  inc idence  yea r  a f t e r  year ,  ba ing  most marked i n  t h e  
yea r  under review :- 

Table -2 - 
Country .----- - J u l y  - -. kW% Scpt , Oct.  - Nov . - 
Lebanon 
1952-53 1.5 1.2 1 . 3  1.4 1.6 1.1 
1953-54 1.2 1 . 5  1.1 1.5 0.8 0.5 
1954-55 0-4 0.2 0.3 0 .3  0.3 0 + 2  
1955-56 0.18 0 .  ld 0.18 0.19 0.16 0.07 

(Cont ? d . )  c f / ,  . . 



Table 5 (contTd.) --.-- 

C o u n t ~  J u l y  Auffust -.-.- * . .- 

East  J ordan -- 1952'- 53--'- 10.6 6.4 
1951-54 8 . 3  
1954-5 5 8*5 3.0 3.0 
1955-56 1.96 1.8 

West 5 ordan 
i 9 7 2  - 5 ~ -  4.6 5 .  b 
1953-54 2.1 2.4 
1954-55 2 * 2  1 . 5  
1955-56 1.24 1.2 

Gaza - 
1952 -53  0.0 0.0 
1951 -54 0.0 0.0 
1954-55 0.0 0.0 
1955-56 0.0 0.0 

Sept . Oct. - 

ENVIKUhPIENT,AL SANITATION 6. -.- "--- 

28,  Water s u p p l i e s .  Low w i n t e r  r a i n f a l l  caused a 
drought-ix "KEG summer of 1955 w h i c h  r e su l t ed  i n  water 
shor t ages  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Jo rdan ;  onc camp i n  Syria was 
also a f f e c t e d ,  I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  s h o s t a g c s ,  the Agency 
had augmented i t s  f l e e t  of t ankers  and had loaned  e i g h t  
tankers t o  t h e  Government of J o r d a n  f o r  h e l p  t o  refugees and 
non-refugees a l i k e .  T h i s  m a t t e r  was r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  last 
annual  r e p o r t  of t h e  D i r e c t o r  t o  t h e  General Assembly of t h e  
United Nations ( ~ / 2 9 7 g ,  paragraphs 22,  23 and 24) . Consider-  
a b l e  improvement h a s  bean made i n  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  d u r i n g  the 
p e r i o d  under review, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Gaza where b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  
a t  lower c o s t  has bzen ob ta ined ,  I n  J o r d a n ,  however, the 
assistance of the Government has been reques ted  so  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  necessary improvements can be made to water s u p p l i e s  
to t h e  camps near J e r i c h o .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of s e p t i c  
cont  inucd throughout  

t h e  yea r ,  t h e  fo rmer  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  o l d  f ly -b reed ing  p i t -  
l a t r i n e s  to a grea t  extent .  Bath ing  f a c i l i t i e s  have a l s o  been 
increased and a f u r t h e r  expansion i s  planned f o r  t h e  coming 
year ,  

30. S h e l t e r  --* I n  J o r d a n ,  a hut-building programmc to r e p l a c e  
t e n t s  began In 1956, and du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  undur review one 
new camp was completed nea r  Amman t o  accommodate rcfugees 
who had been l i v i n g  in poor  s h e l t e r  in t h e  c i t y .  In Lebanon, 
t h r e e  new camps were opened and two o l d  camps were c losed ,  
One temporary  t e n t e d  camp was e s t a b l i s h e d  n e a r  Tyrc f o r  t h e  
accommadation of refugees moved by t h e  Lebanese a u t h o r i t i e s  
from Anjar  Camp and c e r t a i n  v i l l a g e s  along t h e  South Lebanon 
border .  In  Syria, cash grants have been given t o  r e f u g e e s  
f o r  h u t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and have proved t o  be very  a f f e c t i v e ,  

3 1 .  I n s e c t  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  programme was d e v o t e d  mainly  
.to c o n t r o l l T n ~ Y n i i c T s  of medica l  impor tance ,  such as  
mosquitoes, flies, l i c e  and t i c k s ,  and as a result, t h e  
inc idence  of i n s e c t - b o r n e  diseases  was kep t  a t  a reasonably 
low l eve l .  Because t h e y  cause d i s c o m f o r t ,  bed-bugs and f l e a s  
were dealt w i t h  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e .  



32. F l y  c o n t r o l  measures were cont inued  by r o u t i n e  t r e a t m e n t  
w i t h  i n sec t i c ides  of f ly -b reed ing  s i t e s  i n  camps from A p r i l  to 
November, As DDT and o t h e r  a l l i o d  i n s e c t i c i d e s  arc now becoming 
ineffective against f l i e s  due t o  dcvclopment of r e s i s t ance ,  a 
mixture c o n t a i n i n g  a phosphra ted  i n s e c t s c i d e  ( ~ i a z i n o n )  t o g e t h e r  
with DDT, chlordane and Dieldrin in suitable p r o p o r t i o n s  was 
used instead. A space spray containing Lindanc was also used 
i n  t h e  feeding c e n t r e s  and c l i n i c s .  However, t h c  use of insccti- 
cides  alone cannot  produce a sufficient e f f e c t  on f l i e s ;  i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  good s a n i t a t i o n  and i n t e n s i v e  h c a l t h  educa t ion  among 
the r e f u g e e s  are necessary and are  par t  of t h e  Agoncyfs  programme. 

33 , Regular  de lousing campaigns are c a r r i e d  ou t  among a l l  
t h e  refugees in t h e  camps each w i n t e r  and periodically among 
t h e  h i g h l y  i n f e s t e d  Bedouin communit ies  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  keep 
t h o  refugee p o p u l a t i o n  f r e e  fsom louse-borne  t yphus  and r e l a p s i n g  
f eve r .  No c a s e  of t h e s e  i n f e c t i o n s  has  occurred among t h e  
re fugees  w i t h i n  t h a  p a s t  t h r e e  years ,  In a s e r i e s  o f  t e s t a  
conducted on body-lice to determine offcctivcncss of  the  common 
i n s e c t i c i d e  powders,  it was observed that some degree of  
r e s i s t a n c e  i n . t h c  l i c e  i s  now appa ren t  t o  DDT,  whereas  gamma 
B H C  and P y r e t h r i n s  were still. found t o  h e  f u l l y  e f f ec t i ve .  

PUBLIC HEALTH lJUi1S I N G  - ....- - .- ... .-.--* - 
34, The n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  con t inuc  t o  makd a major  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
t o  t h e  Agencyvs programme of p reven t ive  h e a l t h  services  csphc ia l ly  
i n  the m a t e r n a l  and c h i l d  h e a l t h  field, i n  t u b e r c u l o s i s  c o n t r o l  
and i n  h e a l t h  educa t ion ,  To a s  wide an e x t e n t  as possible home 
v i s i t i n g  is also be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  though time and t h o  d i s t a n c e s  
involved do n o t  favour  a f u l l  dcvclopment o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  A 
full part is also p layed  in t h e  immunization campaigns and when 
s p e c i a l  measures have t o  b c  t a k c n  t o  c o n t r o l  ou tb reaks  of 
d i s c a s z a  such  as whooping cough among i n f a n t s  and t h e  younger 
age -groups. 

35.  A staff  of 106 nurses  and 364 nursing auxiliaries is 
provided  by t h e  Agency f o r  t h e  care  of t h e  s i c k  i n  c l i n i c s  and 
h o s p i t a l s  a s  w e l l  as f o r  the  v a r i o u s  p r e v e n t i v e  se rv ices  
mentioned above, In t h i s  number a r e  n o t  i nc luded  t h e  large 
number o f  nurs ing s t a f f  employed i n  h o s p i t a l s  and c l i n i c s  sub- 
s i d i z e d  by t he  Agency. 

HEALTH EUUCdTION OF 'THE PUBLIC 6 .  -----.---- - --...- "- .--- -- 
3 6  The t r a i n i n g  scheme of health e d u c a t i o n  workers  sponsored 
j o i n t l y  by UNRbdA and WHc) was concluded on 1 5  November 1955. A11 
persons t r a i n e d  under the  scheme were employed by  t h e  Agency in 
the promotion of b e t t e r  h e a l t h  and s a n i t a r y  prac t ices .  

37. From a survcy now b c i n g  made, it is e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  
Agency's medica l ,  s o c i a l  welfare, and t each ing  s t a f f  a re  paying  
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o t l c t i o n  and maintenance o f  health by 
educa t ing  t h e  refugee population, T h i s  i s  b e i n g  emphasized by 
n u r s e s  i n  the rnntcrnal and c h i l d  h c a l t h  and ante-natal c l i n i c s ,  
and the importance of c l e an l i ne s s  is being Laught by s a n i t a t i o n  
workers ,  t e a c h e r s  i n  c l a s s rooms ,  and s o c i a l  workers d u r i n g  
t h e i r  r ou t i ne  visits t o  homes, As a result, the refugees now 
l i v e  i n  c l e a n e r  su r round ings ;  mothers b r i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  
t h e  c l i n t c s  a t  the. o n s e t  of i l l n e s s ;  and t h e  a n t e - n a t a l  and 
mate rna l  c l i n i c s  are b e i n g  used much more. School ch i l d r en  a re  
c l e a n e r ,  and t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  camps cooperate in carrying 
out instructions with regard t o  c l ean l i ne s s ,  Nora people  
willingly accept  immunization, now that t h e y  unde r s t and  i t s  
v a l u e .  



38. Vacancies i n  h e a l t h  educat ion  have a r i s e n  because some 
workers have emigrated or accepted b e t t e r - p a i d  jobs .  E f f o r t s  
arc b e i n g  made to fill t h e s e  pos t s  w i t h  c a n d i d a t e s  who a re  a s  
well  q u a l i f i e d  as t h e  p resen t  group of w o r k e r s ,  There  a r e  a t  
present  no p lans  for increasing the number of health education 
workers employed by the Agency. But  p lans  are being made t o  
expand t h e  programme by utilizing t he  s e r v i c e s  of o t h e r  staff  
mcmbcrs of t h e  Agency, and i t  is hoped t h a t  t h e y  will be put 
i n t o  effect dur ing  t h e  coming y e a r ,  

9 ,  MEDICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING --- .-.- .- -- .--- -.-...-. - -..- ..- . - ,,-,- 

39. The f o l l o w i n g  tab le  shows t h o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
training programme of para-medical staff :- 

Table 6 -"--.-- 

Courses comple=d during year under review - .---.-.. .- -,-. - 
P r o j e c t  

Health Educat ion  
General  Nursing 

Mental Nursing 

Ophthalmic Med ica l  
Orderlies 

v 1P 

77 I! 

C h i l d b i r t h  
Attendants 

Location -..- ---- 

UNRWA HQ, 
School  of Nursing, 

J erusalem 
Bap t i s t  H o s p i t a l ,  

Gaza 
Nat ional  School  of 

Nursing, Be i ru t  
Asfouriyeh Nental 

H o s p i t a l ,  Beirut  

UNRNA , Lebanon 
S t .  J ohnl s O~hthalmic 

Hospi ta l  , j  erusalem 
UNRWA, Gaza 
~ i m a l  ' M a t e r n i t y  

Centre ,  Gaza 

Length of 
Training- 
--. - . . . ,. , 

1 year 

3 years 

3 P s  

3 !T 

2 " 
6 weeks 

3 months 
3 " 

Courses in Olerat i o n  ---- 
H e a l t h  Educat ion American U n i v e r s i t y ,  

Be i ru t  11 months 
P u b l i c  Heal th  American Univers i ty  , 

Nursing B e i r u t  I1 FP 

General Nursing 
I f  

England 
P S  

3 years 
School of Nursing, 

J ordan 3 :Y 
7 s  F S  Bap t i s t  H o s p i t a l ,  

Gaza 
P t Sf 

3 F q  

El Makasscd H o s p i t a l ,  
Beirut 2 IV 

P t FI Syrian U n i v e r s i t y  
H o s p i t a l ,  Uamascus 4 17 

Mental Nursing A s f  our iyeh  Menta l  
Hospital ,  B e i r u t  3 II  

Ophthalmic Medical  S t ,  Johnr  s Ophthalmic 
Orderlies Wospita1,Serusalem 3 months 

Tuberculosis Harnlin Sanatorium, 2 years 
Orderlies Ba i r u t  

X-ray t e c h n i c i a n s  Augusta V i c t o r i a  
Hospital ,J  erusalcm 1 yeas 

Numbe r 
Qualified -.-. , , 

Number of 
Trainees -,-.. .< ..-- 



40. The need for t r z i n e d  para-medical staff continues 
to be felt, particularly f o r  g e n e r a l - t r a i n e d  nurses, and 
e f f o r t s  are being made bo interest suitably educa ted  
secondary school  g i r l s  i n  en t e r i ng  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  There 
i s ,  indeed,  a wor ld -wide  s h o r t a g e  o f  n u r s e s ;  b u t  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  r eg ion  make its correction particularly 
difficult in the Near East ,  

41, 69 UN1WA scholarships in medicine, 20 i n  pharmacy, 
3 for v e t e r i n a r i a n s ,  and 3 in dentistry are at present he ld  . 

by refugees a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in E g y p t ,  Lebanon and S y r i a .  
During t h e  p e r i o d  under  review 8 holders  of s c h o l a r s h i p s  in 
medicine have cornple-Led @heir  course of t r a i n i n g  successfully. 

42, The Agency has again  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c o s t s  of t h e  
Sixth Middle East Medical Assembly held in B e i r u t  from 7th to 
9th April 1955. Sonc seventy d o c t o r s  from the Agencyts s t a f f  
and t h e  staff of h o s p i t a l s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  subsidized by t h e  
Agency attended t h e  Assembly; a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  was devoted  
t o  nursing in which t h a  Agency's n u r s i n g  s t a f f  t o o k  par t .  

43. Clinical meetings and medical d i s c u s s i o n s  continued t o  
be h e l d  in Jorcian, w h i l e  several sc5en t i f i . c  papers on t h e  
s u b j e c t  of t u b e r c u l o s i s  and i t s  control have bocn  reproduced 
and circulated among a?-1 t h e  medical o f f i c e r s  employed by t h e  
Agency. 

44. World H o n l t h  Dzy was observed by t h e  Agency i n  t h e  
arrangement of a s s c c i a l  c x h i b i t  showing its ant i -malar ial  
activities, in t h e  exhibition of p o s t e r s  and  in giv ing  broad- 
cast t a l k s  on t h e  subject of t h e  year "ncs t roy  disease-carrying 
i n sec t s " .  

10, EEDJCAL AND S A N I T A R Y  SUPPLIES - ,--.----- ---.-. - "- 
45. Following t h e  introduction at t h e  end of l a s t  review 
p e r i o d  of t h e  new a c c o u n t i n g  system, t h c  p rov i s ion  of medical 
supplies has improved g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  past twelve months, 
I n  gene ra l  t h e  situation is satisfactory though some de l ays  
in bhe procurcmcnk of i n d i v i d u a l  items s5iI.1 occur. There are 
a l s o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in connection with  c e r t a i n  import l i c e n c e s ,  
Dead s t o c k s  and  slow-moving i tems have bsen  d i sposed  o f ,  The 
new medical s u p p l y  catzlogue h a s  been completed and was 
c i r c u l a t z d  to a11 concerned i n  Feb rua ry ,  1956, 


