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PUBLIC INFORMATION ACTIVITIES 

The Executive Board nt i t s  f ifteanth session called at-tantlon to the need 

for intens i o i n g  public inf6rma.t ion ac t  i-vit ies of tho Orgnniaat Son and decided 

that the ~ i r e c t o r % o n o r a l  should undertake a s tudy of public information aims 

and methods, 1 

2 
This study wns prosonked to the Eighth World Health Assembly. I t  also 

reviewed prdgress mado in recent yodrs  in diasemimting information about inter-  

rzational heal th  proble~ns and suggested poss ib lo  l ines  of oxpansion and estimated 

costs  

After  considering the document, the Eighth  World Health Assmbly adoptod tho 

following resolution I 

"The Eighth World Henl th  Assembly, 

Having noted the  v i e w  of the Executive Board that publia  information 

ac t iv i t i e s  of W'HO should be intmnif ied,  and 

Having considerod the study on problems of publ ic  information submitted 

by the Director-General in response t o  the request of tho Exocutivo Board, 

1. RECOMMENDS that advantage be taken of the information fnc i l i t i e a  

available to ~ a t i o m l  WHO Commit-\;oos; 

2. 3NlrITES r e g i o n a l  committees to considor ways and r n e m B  of improving 

information aot iv i t ies  in t h e i r  r eg ions  where nooesaary, and 

3. INVITE8 govcrnmonts to have t h e i r  publ ic  information unlts  oo-operate 

t o  the f'ullcst possiblo extent with PJm iMormnt ion  servioos in making the  

aims and work of Ti% better known throughout the world." 
3 

Illd. Hlth. Org. ~f ' f ,  R e ~ s .  6 1 ,  67, para, 22.3 

Dooment AB/P&B/~ (bnnexe d ) 
I r o l u t i o n  WBl8.20 



The Regional Director hereby draws the at tent ion of States Member# t o  the 

regional  public information problems s e t  f o r t h  In thie docment m d  invites  

coment on future ex9aneion of public information activities wfthin  the Eaatern 

m i t e m a n e a n  Region in accordance w i t h  t h e  r e s o l d i o n  of the  FL&a Morld Healtb 

A s ~ a b l y .  

These problems aa descrLbed in the above document a r e  briefly outlined 

8El  follows:- 

1. There is anaimriding need f o r  larger a o m t a  of all tries of i n fo rmt ion  

material in an eve-increasing number of di f i ere i~ t  languages. 

2. The need is acute for increased in fo~mat ion  personnel, ae present 

infor-matTon a t a f f  in regional officea ia a t  the barest minimura level ,  

3. In areas where t h e  mass of t he  population, for language or other: reaaortEl 

ia not reached by normal distribution channels, it may be neceaaary to 

concentrate on government officials ,  school teachers and others who are able 

to pass on facta and ideas to l s s e  accessible  group^ of the people. 

4 .  U n t i l  t h e  present, fu l l  advantage has not been obtained f rm the public 

iafomnation possibilities offered by field projects. It wm13d be valuable to 

inform t h e  people in project areas about the international aaaistance provided, 

a t  the aa..le t i n e  preparing local opinion to support f i e l d  projects that they 

may have the beat possible chance of succesa. 

5. The possibilities of cloaer cooperation in public information mattera with 

na t iona l  government services that deal with health, education and publicity 

juat beginning to be explored. This cooperation would be helped if WHO could 

produce or adapt basic information material, particularly vieual material, i n  

ways suitable for translation and reproduction by auch &ional b d e s .  

The Regional Director would like to underline the fact that the Enrcceas 

of public health projects  depends on the extent to which health a u ~ b r i t i e s  h a b  

informed the  gublic and obtained active participation and cooperation. 

The regional office ia able to of fe r  States Members technical advice on 

mothodts of informing the public about new health projock to onsm understanding 

and su3porb. WolX planiiad informtion ca~q2igns i n b g a t e d - d t h  h e r l a  projects 

can bolp reduce init ial  msistance and contribute la last ing success. 



Therefore, in accordance with t h e  Eighth World Health Asssmbly*a Resolution 

and in view of t h e  s i tuat ion  in the Eastern Mediterranean Redon as described 

by the Regional. Director in his annual report, It is recommended that: 

I. Steps be taken to organize national c o m i t t e a s  to promob in teres t  and 

knowledge of the World Health Organization in the countrisa of the region; 

2 .  a l i a i s o n  off icer  be appointed in each country of the  region tor- 

(I) keep t h e  regional office 1 nformed of public information a c t i v i  t i cs  

in t h e  health f i e l d  on a national basis ,  and 

(2) be responsible f o r  the  d i s a d n a t i o n  of information regarding 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  heal th  questions; 

3.  &en new health projects are being planned, due consideration be given to 

the importance of an inf orrmd body of public opinion in the achievement of K ~ L .  :.r 

a h a  and the  technical advice of the regional off i ce  be u t i l i z e d  to the fullest 

poasible exbent to help generally in the  attainment of higher standards of 

health. 





The Bxeautlvs Bosrd a t  Its flf'teenfh rearion (Offiofal Reads No. 61, p. 67. 
para. 22.3) ''deaided that t b  attention of the World kgil$h Aasqmbly 8houl.d be, calla 

t o  the ne& fm intensifying publlo infWmaf$un aotivit les, and deaidsd reo- 
:he ~ e a l t h  Assembly that r e g i a ~ 1  camaittess be i m S t &  t o  consma. wage uul means s 

achieving tMt e M ,  and that in the mantime the Mrsctor-Oeneral ahould undertake ad 

artuay of the problem". 

An attempt han therefore been made to survey k i s f l p  the aim and of 

prtblic lnfol*arstion autivitiea, t o  retrim the proep.eue d e  %n rwwxt years, md ta 

suggeat some poanlbls lfnea of expamion d t h  eatSmatd aa&a. 

The WLBO Constitution states tbat *IXnfmsd opinion d autive oa~operutlen en fl 

pwt of the publlu are of the utmost hportanae h Bbe tmpmv8~~enC o f  the healtb of 
peoplef'* 

Am- the Amct%ons of the Ormimtion Lsia d m  by the Constitution tat 

Artioie 2, (r) "TO asaist in developing sn informed p u ~ ~ z o  opznzm among all peoplm 

on mattws of healtbn. 

It i s  b l e w  th@r48f0r8 that W ' s  pablio & n f m t i o n  aotSvity a h d d  not d g  

promote knowledge and understmxlfng of the rsasona fm the (3rganisatiah's exlateme, 

l t a  alma €tnB it8 activitlem, but eh&d do so l n  a wrg oalaula0e8 to inoreme pub1io 
understand*, of national and rggiannl health problmm, their eoonmAa and 

significance an8 prerent posaibilitlen o f  sotion. 

Thira caueption of publio informtion work i s  oonrietent 4 t h  a poltog of a t r q  

mlng the OrgemlzatlonQs repubt;ton aa a Prweae of autherStatlve $nf'clrmtion srrd # 

inatrlrment of s o d ,  long-range aohievemnt in health laatters, 

By k s i a  publio informtlon mterial i a  nasant the produotton either by HeadqtaPl 

DivL Jn of Pub110 hformatlon or by Reaonal Offlaes, of  dooum~tion, either writl 

or,l or visual,  explaining the hlrrtorg, purpoae, phIlorsopW, stcuoture and mstheds oi 

wcrk of the O r ~ l z u t l o n ,  and deswibing vwioua hmlth aafivitiaa whiab are its a m  



This d ~ ~ ~ t i o n  i t r  8armtZal for all. publio informntion work at  HmeLdquarter~ 

a~ in the roglona. 

All t n f m t i m  matarfa1 r e p l w t s  the &gmisatian9s poliaies am dlokted by 

W Oamtttt&ion, the World He&lfh Assembly the Exraautive EIO-, 

An roaepfrab1e m o d # *  h a  8lwiya to ba found W b s n  of -0% 

lktefiaL I s  adapted for we 51 the p r t i o u l m  medfr~n Mi in so flrr aa poneiblr, 

-So mterlal om oaxwenlsntlf ba omr- undbs twa -in. M a  of 
doomamtation md rpecblis+d r s p w i r y ,  althuugb no bnrd and fast 4istirwtZm iu  

pontilble $or -a@, e m  of 8 p m W  wtlvlCI+~; a~.lb fmqwrrkly W ld 

illuuW8tiona In doewmnfim uf a general m t w .  

(a) lblder m, #hat f;t Sn, 'ht 5% -8, Ha#, s t  m b w r  !he f-t of this 

fold- eonfnrmsl ' to th& uf ttm nerier of basia foldem $mduced & t b  W i t d  %tiam 

and -oh of the npsoealSra m a l e e .  Hew d l t t o n a  are prodwsd graotlcall$ e v m  

.  he foldm i s  in OOII~I~UOUB demsnd. FroamtStm sinas IB3 baa been ar 

f b U ~ :  Englinh 200 OOOt 8hmoh M Spml#h 55 000 -ah; Qsfaan, Japanem, 

Muguese armd W i a h  20 QOQ -oh$ Arable &5 ObQz Hindi Md tlrdu 10 006 w h .  

(b) batlet "YmXd WaZth OT~~lmt$,on h o t 8  & lMmwenut TMr publlaatim aX 

four pageB plun W t u m  pcrster omer presents 1n tabloid fm ementi81 fmtn 

ounoemfng the Organtsation. It he8 pmved at*wtivs ta the Wlio, and the 

sditfona so far groduaed Pn asgllcrh, Frsnoh, qmnluh ben w w  
*wt6d, 



(o) Booklets 'm LmrmP $8 Wt" nnd "Stratem tor Wmld Hecslthnr The prolposl 

of these bmkl&s is t o  mesent in  papular farm the storym of 'tne -sation cud 

its graotical wwlk told In t&xt end piatwe. 

%e Limp irs LZt", published in 1951 ln the folluwtng qumtAtien - &glirrh 

m; -oh 10 OOO~ 8p.ni.h 5000 - i s  n a  ~ w t d  ~d has bmn rep&& w 
~ a a r  by 'Stratern fw Wid Health", of Hbioh the saslns qumtities bsve b4sn' put& 
in Engllah UmI rnsnob, plus 10 000 Sn Spanish. 

(d) m r  .The apgearn in &m -lmWt&00, tha 

Wash-on. U a W l y  elmen regulnwl I s s u e  appsar eaoh jr-, 

A atmller ecUt1on aeapted arrS iesus8 by the Copenhaasn WW m t i a ~ ~  -M 
centre In Swedish oeaaM publlaa*ion in  lw sraing t o  flnkmid dlffioul*ie8* 

The M M m  in i t r  present f m  has m e d  muoae$sfU A n  cosPPtdF5.81. 

It represent8 the Wganl#t$ont 8 only regular link w2tb 2ta fPhnda . smotlg She 

g m ~ d  pAl io ,  in.Mt10ml Md 100al. h a l t h  s-SO~S, h  ti-1. o ~ m m i t t * e ~  arad & 

mn-gnv6511meth.I organissstlem. It in welo~med by WiOOFa fie14 ataft, who tend to 

feel isolated and eut-of-twh Mth the wider aatlvitimn of  the Wgm-tion. 

Tbe N&WSIETB%R'8 ]poltug i a  t o  prbt mtialos  of  Antrinsio interest rebtSng to 

~ f f ~ ' , t s  'work alao t o  the W t h  8itiusMon im Indirldural oowtriessl. They are 

usuetllg simed by a rwognimbd authority. Bsues devoted to m e  sgeo%fAo health 

problem have been found t o  be MghQ appreciated. 

T b  present total xr$raul&tion of the (four l-a) is 60 000. 
Mare 4etbAle8 mes are gtvm in N e x  2. me i ~ r  dimibutwl irw fm 

H ~ ~ W W ~ C W S  a the ~ a g ~ i ~ m i  oirioos, amst m t m r g , h  ~sspons, t o  indi~aa~ar 

requesb *om interested pr~ons'and mgmlzafions. Its 68ditfon W orders are 

oorttinully being remefie4 from intareated Miss W U a h *  make a special distrlbut 

of particular nunbws at  thelr m expeneo. 



I4 t ,  1 t it I s  uld m jt W Q O ? ~ ' ~ !  This 1$5-fF&me fflmstrip 
Sr made up o f  & W ' a  dmmlngs in  aolow speofally denigned t o  illuertrats the 

rGmrafurs, A u t e t l m  Md aetAvit3.ea bf WBO. X t  l a  pr-lg interad& for use an 

r ri- w a m m e n t  t o  lwturecr anCt Q'Lks. It me dirrtrlbwbd in rnrall 
W t i t S e s  a t  b a  & of 1m lrna brs been favourably reaelvd. 

{f) r2xb;ibi%a and Poetwar A lurge n m b r  of reppest8 arrive botb at  

M at the R e g i u ~ L  ~ f f i o s s  for WBO exh5nit mrrCvlrl. Requiremhtr 
v u y  rPOm elaZ>or&t*, ~ d ~ g w m n m t  Bltbfbttl~, m o b  are M v l d u a l l y  eapwm$ve to 

-we, +Go -2 mar# rvod pigtwlshwtlr, -oh r e  rlso eortXy %n 
thm ~ ~ M t i w  rrspujrced. Bkmm ir -us a wScb wlm of hama- fw wh50Ir 
-* okt- Zlr tequird, lmlultiry( -18 at-all aul- 2bvmlcl *om Wm 

Wt Utterat@ t e  the highly 8ophSrrMaated. 

postws, dcarignd by #ellckRm artists, .wem padwed fn 1930 and %n 

LW. fkth have demnstmw We gw~&-b3ponq2bil%W of prodm5n0 my r W e  

poote~ mi-ble for wmU-wl4e din*lWtan, 

(ti) A 16-nhQ6t pia-emut ent$tled 'PRealth i s  a hmlamntal Eumn R W *  

h a  reoat33 hen mlfiosd in wieh, henoh, Otmmn, 8ganirah and Arabia 

( t u b 3  !WtM @eta). &oh sbeet acmtabr one photo (30 *x 30 oat) with a n-gle 

oaflim* 'the p h t m ~ ~ t  in be* dtstriWtsd H-uar*t~s, Regional 

Offices, UnStaI Watiw Infwoat3on Centres, eta., Zn rmpmme to 6 p a i f l ~  

requeets. 



(2) -lea of. npecial isd .rbBapb5ng 

We$$ Releases: @ve the esaelktial faatg abut any event whioh may  onab ably 

be v t e d  to retain the attentfm o f  mns oomespond-s. m editare af u,, 
wens, p e r ~ ~ i o s l s  ruad grofemrtmal J~wnala .  Thw are Ssrrued Sndepanderrtly hy 

H e a m e r r  Md by Regloml ,Offbeg 8@aoMfmg - to  t h e b  relatsve nmm value 

different par*ts of tbs -Id* 

Pwbw Reledtees om&, fm the lPldCrf pwt, n w  at WOm~etbga atd a- ef 

all kiraas, nm publiuatiw, rtatiatgoal- aanoeming w t b  wblama, 
larrnchlng o f  new field-proj#W rn &hiwemMa m f  old mum, rud h f f  a- 

aoveoenta, ~ h .  h* of  m ~ ~ ~ u m m a  i ~ ~ d  && on the o o 0 w ~ a  

of  events auifable for ooverrge, 

Thct wean Fwtm6 aerrfes, mainly iunued h muartem, 56 aomporssd of 

M i c l e a  algned a reoognlod alrthothy nnd ded$m In  .pogular atyle h m l a  

problama of particular t a g i a r 3  intwe~t. 

while ht& d m w i l p  for ~ u a t ~ ~  lh  the daily e peffiodioal m-, 
both rel&asa anB featme8 also 8-0 t o  bfom peram cud inatftut3onrr who my ba 

Beohlaa l ly  or profeanSonally htererntd. 

(b) Health Brmt 

Under the t i t l e  "Health A.onta tllghliglrb of HepLfll Aativitiea from a l l  parts 

of the World" a new 1ponth4 mesn aewioe has been begun in I=. W aim 2s 

to inch& intweet*, brief new& Stem *%oh a e  ; indlwidWy no'+, of mffluient 
interest t o  mmmt a prwn +lease, f o * G  with a ~ h &  featme artiole am s 

spealeu subject. W t ~ i b u t i o n  i s  the name am f& Ress Releasee. 

Illwhted booklets tslltng an intarentlng Md easily-read story of  health 

p r w e n a  tn an 5ndfvId-aa1 a o u n w  wwide ~Olwrete and odtwfnolng widenue of the 

value of intermationaf. health work in aatlon. One boolrlet entitled "Argsns t o  

~ f g b n i a t m "  appeared in 1954, and a swewi on i s  in prdwtion. Msb~brrtim 



l a  Bsae frem Wpuarrters, Zbgioraa3 Offices, flnlted Hat ions fnforrrst ion Centms 
 tio ow cw&ttses, etc. , in mispotwe t o  requnste . 

For .tbs Zast twa yeam sll photo prOductlon h a m  been centraliosd at OEsadpmrter~, 

wbrs the Orgaalzationl a awn * t o  Isbomtorg is able t o  procase Mterlebl sxpeditiousl.~ 

et cod.  c w i U t l o n  of a photo file, nowr cmgr is lng  W nugativaar, 
has bwn a s  posrdbln mv bg 8013dIug p r o f e 8 n i d  mog~@arn on m s i ~ n t ,  

aPb by tBs co-oglbnt* oP WHD Rsgi~nsS O f f i c ~  rtrd field m r ~ ~ d -  

frodwtlcrn of photogn-o -nttr for p a p  W -bit prrrpors~ 4m W? 

em awema of p . ~  wMch i s  a msri8lla. Pith t& pmrsqat pwiuctim 

8 a f f .  (-6 alas hnex 3 'Ehis production fm absorbed -st: aa$lmu br 
1p85 I I c  reaqmata rroar p m r b ,  m o  agencies aPB Regional Officme, 

A prbIcuhr3y 8uoceesruL effort hss been the presentation of photog- JB 

the fern o f  picture-dturlss, which ara r spbr l j  used by an Sncrsaau mmbr of 
i3lwtmts8 maga&iasr, 

&ver tailace the OrgaaZsstlm's early yeamu them Ma beerr r aonrrtant flow of 

mquestr ,  both t o  Wquartsm md t o  the %gimal Offlcsrr, for the loan of film 
dealing wlth WE#. B i w o l d  m r i d e m t i o n e  have mda it ln~00a1Id.a t o  honour t h i o  

bumad, arrd the Ofganisatim hrs thus been deprlvdl of of the amst sffectivs 

weys of brI&llg t4e s t o q  of UEO t o  mi;tlfone o f  mpl. in  all countries; 

Tha coat of productla of f i b ,  oven of short  d o c w t s r l e n ,  i a  high. A 

a l s t e r  W-cy 1*bprts egsn8- $80 000 o~ a 8irt;fr-mltlute film gn three 

versions. 7W.s f-e I s  M e r a t e  for prsesat-dv film production corta. 

To date, the Organieatlaa has prducud only one docwntary  f iLm, 'S-hQre 

111 Satan, a ten-mimte abort t a i l p g  tfas e t o v  o f  the malaria control demnstrmtion 
pmjmcf ia the 9b-S mion. Thfs film was prduesd for the vem d e a t  sttm of  

$7000 plus $3000 for dimtributioa, due largaly t o  sxcaHional circmataoces and tha 



value of firPra orr WE0 for tb inpomtlan Qnd education of the public can ba gsugsd 

by the fsct that* despite their ligttd content, there two f i b  b r r v n . ~ ~  far beem 

ssmn olnesa W TV adierocss estiaratd nt bstwaun 93 M 30 Prilllon psopls* 

"mrrqesn f- tb O t h c t o r + e n s a  or his re~reeentativesj splx snort 

Dt#trlbution irr madm prim%- tbmqh the hi- d s v d o m  W i o  network 

of thsITn5teB Hatlons. fa sddction, WOnraterial fws ite way Intomulti~ltngwA 

transoriptlon aamtcss di8tr2butsd XroPr Wt& Nat5ons Hew Tork t o  mdio etatima 

all ovsr the world. Record4 olaterisl. 18 a l m ~  flwnished dfrsc t ly  t o  -ti& o4twC 

WBO producer swirl articibrr w r i t t a n  by nmbsrs of publfc infomation sbif rn . . 

t b  briis Q* personal ~ttSSmamce at pstWgael, pnonal v l s l t s  t o  field pmJeot~ ,  r t a  

Although p 6 ~ l b ~ l t l s n  *rs 1WW by the tim and tml coat involvsd, sucb artid 

C- a wide dicrtributioa in popular awl s d - t & h n i a a l  publlcstiozzs. 

(h) World fbalth D w  mterbl 

!i%e purpose of World Bed# Day 1s t o  give a a t i d  atrd h a a l  Wth ssrvicer 

Wlo the obesm-e o f  Woyld mrlth Thy i r  esnmntbUy a =tter for wtioosl 

ard lea lnlttative, t& Or(ysa1zation seeke t o  crrreist by mp,rlng baric r ~ a t e r % a l  

on the p x ' n  (srticlee, picharm, picture4matb, &io r%oonIinp), l imit4  

quantitlsa o f  wh ich  am suppXisd t o  Wth adalnbtrations, Ullitsd Hatlomi Assoc-tf, 

a other internstea bodtea. 



In order t o  take advantage o f  almost mivemnl interatat in hsd# wbjqatb 

am3 t o  m b i l i a s  erietiag g o d t w i l l  tmurds the Organleation, certain public ittfor- 

naation techniques haPs been tr ied eut in c o n J ~ l o n  w i t h  outeid8 b d h s  and 

MWldue~U. W O r t a  har. b.en M e  in t& prllurlpl d l n o t i o r s :  

1 Co-opsnatioo may.be.aought with $PdepaoBsnt pubUc i r x P o ~ t 1 ~  spmoial#etr 

of high a-m In a i r  pmfsbelana for the.pr&uctiQa uf -bur, r d l o  rafipta 

and W0s8iw, mt-m~ arYd ~tbr typS~ o f  d ~ c W a f a t l = ,  It SB aP ddM 

a 8 v ~ t a g s ~ t  t m u h # ~ ~ U a a  0- 0Utle-b by**rr-- 
5s surr fo madh a wide mica. 

~o three = c u b  YID h.s j o ~  vlth th B~W mtiar 4- otlvr 
rpscislSasd agemhr ia o- tbm mi-I Of a m ~ b  sit I B ~ &  re-, r 

m~11rloaal -pbr aad n W&Q mpoidlrt t o  v h i t  r si o u m t P i g l  ia  
i w report cra b t m  mtronu~ 2 ~ t e r ~ ~ k t i o d  mortu ta m e  MI* 

8ims emen~ss -umed for suuh pm3ecta ars ehwd by mverrl orgarriwtfonr, 

mts pa* is IiaiW. 

~xequsn tu  influmntia psopla connected w i t b  various inio-tian ~ i a  

(mrs'papsre, megaalneh, radio atattomi, etc. ) a m  to a* a Pew d q s  vier5ting 

B@qarkesre or fleU projects to collect' flret-bard infor~aa%iou ar k bmir far 

axt%cleb, broadcasts, etc. Xn special cams the Organization mry give sam f l n a n c i d  

~ ~ I ~ t & f l c u  for travel m d  aubsistencs bspemes, 

(2) The 0bl.g how for WHO t o  be featured In  Bhe l'axgenelv~"'aPeclla i n  t o  

interest publlsbers, an& PV pMw.rer in  topics relrating to btertbattanal 

bsrlth wofk in general ma t o  WgD' e sotlvlt iee in particular, For therre sutXnfrr 
however, rrtlmlktim maw much more thats simply sstabUehing coatsrctr rad ] P T ~ P A ~ -  

g e ~ b d  lnformatloo or! WBO. Jkpexleace ehows that in additton to ~uggast- caarete 
inibdectr vlth h- aterant value, i t  fr in no& CWUI a o c ~ ~ 8 ~  for bh. DivLsioo of 

Publie hf'ormation to work out a dete i l ed  outline for the book, film, TV p r o g ~ ,  

etc. b somet cases, it is ensential even t o  supply c e r h i n  types of r a w  material 
which Organiaatf on alone can prodwe  effective^. 



& f e d  that gOVemntS a d m -  fu 8goa~0- m. (4 w- 

op# to q g e m t z o a r  tb* mute films oollosrniqO hmalth subJeots with 

MTsmce t o  fh. Q ~ t s a t i o u t r  work. This Iaaa.80 fir rasuJ,tud ln film muud 

by r ombr of gmmPnarllfr m rrsll ua by 8 mattoaal bhv ir ion  nsntfuu. 

(b) Tern-: m r b n w  lm dma tbt W p d ~ c e x m  ars intarestad in 
-4- b U 1 ~  w i a  W960 if tbs OrpnSrafiotr oan grtt N their dioporal t b  

o r r ~ j c r n g  of msarbm of tlw Becrst-t sad a us- momt of 1- foo- deal*. 

ri& thee p m b l u .  

With t h i n  C y p  of asois4me, m t i W  I V  #emIeea have as ~iweTa3 oocasi.an8 

pmauod m ~ c i a  pmgnres oo WBO, vqrg1ag in 1-h i m  ta 60 dnutea. -8 

pmootion ha. WI. d d d  &vim- that bopie. o. im of the te1evi.a gro-8 

mi fm~Umt4 obta~tlsd at coet for gemra;~ixd L a  rre ~ f t ~  info=tioa 

m8terSa2. 

W only fmtor limiting WHO'S effort9 a ewoi t iag  the pote~tlall*lea of thq 

TP i a  the h o k  of AZ13d~ neceemery to obtain a variety of flu m81tsrieL on 

f l e u  grojscte. 

(c) %&bow: Contwh e s t a b 1 i ~ b d  With publirbru ttldlcsto #at thara l a  a 

goob goasfb i l i ty  of psrsuading thQm ta  produce baoka aad in garticu2as textbooks fa? 
chi~a& on i - o t a n u + i d  Wth weft .nd mi r rob thenin. FuUowtng a sugg.stic 

bp a *rtmk firm C O U ~ ~  C - ~ S $ O ~  & ~ f t b f  20 m m  
such a textbook, which l o  nov $13. the procem of being prim-.  T b  writer baa 

t r i a i t d  maguarctsrm on revs- ocoariow received sll the materm aa8 s r e i e w  



h4 ~ B b U d r  A ~ ~ & ~ & v o ~ Y  lw- * m ~ t  of mn87 a p f i  ~ P F  W B  kind of 

st-tian w i l l  $o a l a g  way $n maktng the younger generations worU Mth 

obmoroua ruld iu entistlng air a u m r t  far the tdeds of WHO. 

Deepits the fact  that WBQ i r  5n a "saUsrSs ~ ~ r l r s t "  fn t b  senme t&t so far 

tha 4- for ita hfornrstton rraterfal bas outrun tBs OtgmAmatiaalr poteWil i tkr  

of s a t $ t s a  it, the qusst1.m of ensuring the most eflwtlve dirtribution of 

L- *vU Lu Mm W e r  constant: 8- 

pi~iprl h 3 r l ; ? ~ W t l c ~ 1  -lr wem b r i n q   SO&* above in t;h. 

d e r o ~ p t L ~ 0 1  oP tOrs -fa W. bplro- ortrt- ~houlb, WWL, 
b. ..a. of thr bi.tributtol) hPUtth. ofierd tM'@ 00-*1M%lrn w i t h  the 

mtd %ations and t h  ~ ~ c f d i t a d  qmnuiss, naa-m-tal argamlrsrtioni, WBO 

o a t i d  c-lttees, Alrd p m - n t a l  Worntiam asrpie&, all of whieh offer v t  

gm%entWitisr for the fit-* 

porrssnes extsasive distrlbutioa 'sewicea $a a l l  media. Up t o  the -8-t W 
dertP(bd w i c -  bemefit mtd Ptatiouu f w ~ t l ~ ~  md30 fib Wibuti- 

E@ the twenty UniW fiations Xnfomat%on Centrer throu@ut %ha world IU tb 

(2) HutS~Dal Cmmittwr: ME0 n a t i d  ePoPmittee$ now exint in  the foUewt8& 

a e u q t ~ a :  Austria, C d a ,  finland, Jagan, t& Dbited KX@m a d  the Unit& States 

of Amriea. !Fb cbsrsctsr and act ivi t iee of these ccmittses vury w%dsu a8oorCLlng 

mti- a l t ty t lonp ,  but the majorftr act ar purveyom of id?-tfon mkkedd. 

In addition, natimul c a m i t t s ~ s  frequently organsee Wit tmebtlagw, reWw= 

&her ~ l ~ e s t ~ t l o ~  fax which tha co-ogeration. of WBO gersw~~al mw be ragw8tsd. 

tnfomtZoa w t d 4  t o  the& m d m r a ,  As an e-0 be ct ted %he World 

Pderation of  United Netiaru Asoociatiorrs (WPWA) a&d itrr tiffiliatad mttonal 



has also besn most suceeaeful Sn orgsllleZtlg aemlnars oa subjecte 

connected with world bealth, s i tbr  in cohJlmetion with sesaims of %ha World Beal th  

Assembly and af Begional C m t t e n a ,  or on tne OCC~SZOZI of other mstiwcr oponsdrd 

by WIfO or the United Natioaa. Their work ia stindating m a d  o ~ s t a l l i r i n g  tntsraet 

2n world health I s  o f  v a v  real and pmcttcal value, 

(4) fJatioW Infomtior! Servics~1: fn October 3948 W Dlrector-GenrraJ. 

ddreerqd a circular LetFsr t o  m m r  Govemnte reqtmating t4eir co-opsmtim Ln 

WBO' e public l n f o m u t l o a  nctivitisa, ~ a a  auggasting that each a a t i o m l  health 

adpiaistration should daralgnate a representative t o  m tn  a r ' u n o t l  cupostr fO? 

gublic itifomation purpoeerr. 

bbre recelztry s-r mqwsts have bsrn t o  g o v a n t a r  bp Begioml 

Directors a* a certain n h r  of natlondl 8drdnistratiorrs have reglid giving the 

aevagtr of officers desJgnatd for auch liaison work. 

Aperrt from thts, national mdio stations an8 greag l iaison services have 

increaaingl~ relagctd progmmes and informalion materf a1 rupplied by WBO, 

Up to the praaent, however, on1y.a very fem in~tmcea b v e  oocurrd of m t i o a a l  

fnfomtion eervicss being able t o  spend money from their generally frugerl budgets 

for tmnslatioa or- adaptation and reproduction of WHO leaflate, booklste, or v l e W  

The problam of public informattion work vary widely f m m  reg~on 20 region, and 

&en f'ra country t o  country. Ratiotml flaming of activities mut t b r e r f ~ r s  take 

t b s e  vmlations and diffemncea into account. 

witbout p x e j ~ i c s  t o  t b  ~ssults of discwslon8 of p u b l ~ c  .inf~rmation actlvitiea 

!$n . fo~oming .Rsg ioaa l  Crmaaittee meetings, the followtag examaee nay be given o f  

infommtion p r o b l w  met with in sme or a U  ,of the Regional Uffzcer: 



(3) %era is an over-rldtng meU for larger crmounts of aXl t ~ r g s a  af InformstZon 

mfsrial h an evm~inorea~tng  n-r of different latlgusges. 

(2) Tha welt 18 mute, also,  far increased iuformmtton parsoa~sl, as masat; 

i&omution m t a f f  in Begionrr2 Officer is st the barest fin= level  [see alao 

w x  1). 

(3) Xnaraawwbra t h e k a  of the gomation, fmhngugu o r  o tbr  remow, i s  

nut reach4  bg n o w  dfetrlbution channnls, It ba a a c e 1 1 ~ ~  t o  copcentrate 

hforpmtSun act5 i t faa  &evermeat offieialu, ~ ~ t e ~ b ~ l ,  mil other8 who 

.n ib2. to pm I* furt, .;d #m. t o  the ta.. rcc.m,ibl. rCnta Qf bh. pMpL.. 

(4) UOtfZ now, fuU bar lPet b n  fm the mblitt infowttort 

p##Zbil&ti+8 ~ f f ~ r c r d -  f ~ J l l ~ k r  It UWM b ~ u b 1 8  b th# 

W p l e  in prodeat area8 aMut t lw inhmtfd 1bs5@-1) prmMd r u e  at tbs 
sam tlm prepring locnZ opinion In order that the f l e w  activ%tle@ obguLd have 

the h a t  chance of saccess. 

(9) The posslbfiftie~ af classr co-opsration in public iafo=t%on ~wtMra with 

-ti- ~verruaent rervices dealing with Wtb, education and pub2loity are jut 

brginrai~ t o  be erplored, This oo-ogsration would be helpad if WHO could prdw 

or &apt; baeic infomation material, particularly v isua l  material, in a form ruitabb 

for translation aod reproduction by such national aervioes. 

g s n s ~ - o h m t l o a s  , 

f t rspgears f r a  tha fomgoing outline that tha main problem in planning 

substmatlal Increare of public in fowt ion  sotivft iea are those of prductfm rafber 

than o f d i s t r f b u t i n .  1 ~ s  immc4dists wed i43 t- for s d d i t 4 W  f a c f l i t ~ e ~  tor the 

p ~ u c t S o n  both of incmaring qUBtltltiea of existing laaterid, snd of cetctain uew typgs 

of  material, particularly h the v i r d  Pagdia. 

The problem of ditrtrlbution, on the other he&, doer not pmren$ m y  m i c a r  

difP$culty, erlthough certain a ~ l u  could uueiWly be widened further. Partlculas 

mention q be W e  of tb follcnringt (a) tb f ~ m ~ ~ t i o t t  of WHO n ~ t i d  cam~ittubl~ 



in  srz itrcressitrg number of m r  Btatea, an8 the establfshment of close warking 

mlat;faaehfps between emh g-pa and t?m reprssmtativss of the mass ccmmYlication 

d f a ~  aad (b) a w n f a  w l t h  the Anformation Wta of health miaSotrles or, 

vhere no auch epeclal iod faaiUtZee exist, with tbs m r r r l  mtioosl info=tfoa 

eemlcef~ for systmmtic co-opmtim e& assistance in the distribution of WBO 

infoxnution -ter3a3. 

Lr hops a t  nat low p d t t s s r  mnnmnta l  infernration 

semicen w U 1 ,  evsntmUy rrsrr #air war t o  prod'ucs basic infomatien mater ia l  oa 

WE0 (or at lowt t o  rrsatrgs ibr tmwihtion of the a k h b l e  docloletltat.ion) 'a air 

mm irdttatlve and lrfth their cnln f h m ~ e t d  suana, v i e n c l ~  2ma sbcrrn that st 

p a a t  the only p s e i b l e  raj for 'to a m b  i t 8  uirtame asrd woxk batter hewn fo 

tbe public at bqga i r  t o  mmm 'fkl rsapozlribilltr far ex-- i t 8  piblic 

InfomatSon act lvi% fbr, 

In the h a t  five yeme, no iprportant progroom could be made in t h f e  f id ld  

beoaure o f  ona -tal bardbag: budgetarg Ilmrfhtima sffwtittg both r a c m i t -  

mat of mw psraozmel md incrsase In tbe oueplt o f  W~r~aation nraterial, 

Bince the srtabllislment of the 3eaUqrnrtera Diviainn o f  Public Infor~rw.tlon In 

its present fom, no uow ~ m b m ~ n t  #tLff raaolbers have been appointad exoept tlaorse 

necebterary for tihe r a t i d  klld e~onamic op~ratioa of the still photo eervice~, As 

can be seen bi Anrrsx 1, w l t h  the exception p f  two D i v i ~ i o n  nnmhare xeepomlble for 

praductq mterld in Trench, tbs planning arad oarrying out of aotivltiee in ssch of 

the mln fields of acttoity (pare, gublicatfom, W i o ,  f i b  and 1 1 ~ w n )  rmaia 

the respdlbfiitp of one Publ ic  1 nformat Son Officer W?. 

Salar ies  sxcephd, the b d g e t  W e  available t o  the D i v f s l t l  for all eassntial 

aervioea, saterials aasd supplies, duty travel, c o n s u l ~ t r  , etc., in 

t h  last fm -~lldl c ~ w t  fa the neighb~h0~3 of $50 000, 

To keep In liae w i t h  tbe gens& lpalicy o f  the Organieatim It ir suggested 

aod the iwssae6d M a  of tho68 plbll;i: fnfomation'teohniQue6 w U c h  in the past W e  

proved their valw $n iacmasbg knowledge awl HnBersbndbg of th Oqaaieation an8 

ite a*. 



.The hsembly wish t o  examine the -maaibl l l ty of such srcpnaaipn under ePFo 

hea8inge : 

(1) Projects callintz for ats additional exwndi.tum of about $50 WM 

(a) Polder 'WFfO, w h a t  %% $8, etc .  " : In  mition to present pmdu~tibn in 

English, French Spanlah, it l a  euggeated that WHO bring out each ma; ad5tiaa.m 

of M QOD 3n aaeh o f  s i r  other la3lguagse a c h  could be a d  f m  yaas t o  yeur 

acco*b& t o  need aa8 o p g o r t ~ ~ .  

C bl 
the gem& lev& of @io&t%ma. RequZ-ta axe f&s a ym?3$ mth $ri 

leaet 1Oa OOQ oopiee, divided M-een B W f & ,  3ma@h wid 8-ia(r W mm 

piges, it would ber poalaible t o  inolua~ Om w b b  T k  of P i c t w o ,  to 

& l c b r  f t e & S ~  w l t h  the health situations 2n fisdivldual. oourrtries, armd to inul140 
a reation of asws br ide  relating t o  gragresar la  WID' a worPr, 

the E E W B m ,  expamion of circulation could be s t f l l  mre val.u&bIe f f 4 5 t S w n  

wers groduced 5n mom languages. Givon the stationary M a i t W f o n ,  th is  mnrld 

bsst be done by subsidizing the produotion of new 1-1 v w r s i w  by Regional 

Offices, Unit& Hations Idomatfan Centres, U-aited Eertimm Amociatioaa m o tbr  
respnaiblk? Bodiei which might be interestab, 

A special large ' !wa l l -sheet '  edition of the IWSlETPSR groduad ils 1W adl 
;inte&sd for display aei w d  as orclinary reading, c a n t i n u  to be in d m  for fb 

e u c c t r e d ~  two years. Such a sgeclerl amber w& appesr opce svsry year. 

[d) Xlluatratod Baolrlste : Booklets d e a l i n g  with the b a t h  ~ltuation h 

Zpd;iviaraa;l C C + % & ~ T ~ ~ B ,  on tb lines df booklet8 about AP'ghubtm atdt that at 

preaent In g r d u c t l o n  an Burma, wo- sp-r at the rats af at; leaat om mr year* 

Theae would be wfl€tan In popular style m14 w o u l d  bring uut how In temt ionaA 



( a )  Photo-setst Printed photo-rm~oduotions ahoerm t o  ilb&rats a given 

theme, in sets of l;! to 36 separate exhibit-ripe ;~iotures, eaah wfth its oaption, 

appear t o  be the best solution t o  the woblem of supply* relatively hexpensive 

exhibit mate~lal on a large aaals. 

' C m  new photo-set would b produo& each year In aeveral language vwaione. 

( f ) CoTow f ilmtrigs fillowing the good reception glvm the experimbntal 

colow filmstrip produced in 1954, it is progosed t o  prodwe eaah yeax one s l a d W  

~olour filmstr5g daerigned t o  aaoompsny leotmes or talh on the orgtsnieatlon and 

aatlrlties of WHO in eerah of the Regfona. 

(g) Televiaiorrr It i s  important t o  be able t o  offer televiqion pr@uoera a 

vmiety  of f i l m  mterial Uesoribing m ' a  aot iv i t ier .  To obtain this it wif 1 be 

neaessary t o  aomiarslon professional movie..oal9eramn t o  v i s i t  fteld wojscta,  eta. 

Often advantage oan be taken of the wesence of auoh feohntaians an other heafgn- 

merit& in plaoes where projerots %n operation. 

(h) Stimulation of out~ ids  W O ~ U Q ~ ~ O ~ :  B n o o ~ m e n t  w a d  be e v e n  t o  

selected writers, journalists, radio produaers, eto., *o visit Headquartera, 

Regional Offices and field projects in order t o  aollect  mterial, for thelr Wtv idua l  

professional needs. S1x aucih v l s l t s  per year are envisaged. 

WHO would also co-opera-te eusd ptwtiolpate in the organization of public 

informtion misaiona as described In Cbaptiw 111, m a .  ' l(a). One mission 

oovering- several countries, or several missians to individual mutries should 

be organized each gear .  

(2) F i l m  pro.jeots wb10h would Pwu$re a ~ ~ r o f t i m a t e l ~  another $80 000 

fn Chapterr 111, p a .  2, It was exglaSne8 that WHO bad never been able t o  find 

t h e  money t o  make more than one short film, "5omewhere in b d ~ a " ,  Efforts were 

mede t o  encourage sponsors ofher than govmmenter, 1.0. f&atione, Industries, 

eta,,  t o  provide funds to the Organfeation specif ical ly  for the production of 

dacumentasly films on o e r t a h  health topias. In one fnstmoe thle effort resulted 

in an o f f e r  by an industrial flrm af  sufficient funds t o  enable the Organfeation t o  



p~.oduce a f i l m  on the maer oampaigns agaimt the treponarnal disearea. Wwever, 

%he established poliag ot',.n$% pepiltttng 'file of. the Ck.$aniaatlon t o  o m 3  the 

name of such a aommwaial f i r m  m~ses ~t unXfiely in *ha mtwe that any aomaeraial 

rpmsor #ill consider gmntAm h x U  d*eotly t o  tbs 001~ lea t ion  for Hlat 

podu6tlon. mar maam tba* 1P the Organization a e r $ w l y  oensidera film an 

Bsare I s  no doubt, b0wav*, that nlm mused b7 WIK) m e l f  ~wura earifg 

~ a b U # b ~ ~ W a l .  T h e r s s u Z t r a a W b g ~ f t U ~ M  
wgtbut &XI*, #r m w m ~  by ~ C O  ;in 1959, pracrida bw$r tor o w i d e r a ~ o n  

aP the v d w l  02 SSB to un &twmttwm1 agenor. Bnqw w a  now rppo~ximWy 450 
pint# o f  t h i s  f32R b d i & r i b u t I ~ r  80- of aloh IrrrU m m  W thddP QY3lbb.a. 

Zn addition severarl o~~tltriacr have Blade their o m  V W ~ W  the fiU at 

thew own uoat; ~sh&neU oarmiom have been uned h Oelwlrkw br #ae U n S M  

Klngdoa~ and the United States, rslnd 16 m pr- k v e  been ~ e b  wide4 in n d w X m .  

WHO haa been Mopmed, morrowm, tbat mC0 b u  rgoovered plart o f  the woduotim 

aont 2n rogalt5m Md rentale, a e  wen large suars have been 8omted t o  awss 

mpresented in the film by people eetling it. 

1% ~hould be aqbtsized that the film %orlc¶ Wit&out End* &woe&& largely 

beoatam of the verfr high a t m k d  of produotion it sohisvd tbraugh the oombSled 

efforts o f  two of the u~rld'~ ou*standtng produoera of doaucmtarg film, lhpertmae 

has s h m  that h the produotion of Pilame aimed at raass dbt~lbrrtlwl, high qmXl%g 

tn prodwtiun I s  an ssarmtW oonditlon of suuoesr, 

For the  sum mentioned ($80 a), it would be porslble for WHO t o  d e  two 

tmi4 a 

(a) A ~enersl educational f t l m  dssimed t o  five an ovwa15 afctlprr o the 
m f s s t i o n  allld $ts differwit activities. This 3a st f i rn t  p r i m i t y  in order t o  
met the donstant d d  for muoh a f i l m ,  Xf' moneg were mde avail able In  1956 
he f i l m  could be fbfshed in 19s. 



(b)  I . Thhwotlldbe 
devoted t o  r piotor;tal pkarmfstlun nf puattPrl aohiweamnfs in -tima3 

publsn twalt;h d w k  fhs lart, ten para4 aade h ' t h e  bgcrt *dm-" ts?ditlm 

a d  weal* b a v t m  wide audisnoe. 



'STAFFING AND OWXWITIW OF PUBLIC INFO~UTSON WOM 

Workbag under beater af theDldsiun of 39Po-tion . re  fipr --ion 

'mum, Uoh opo@rd pinow with one of the foUdag: Rws, YlsW W r ,  
WLlE!lSR, Radio, and #an#& a f l s o n .  Two ethbr aLlebw are mgw for 
P 111016 Ln Uls mien ef araterial b Fmnch. Xh a t i o n  oaa senior Memation 
Y b e r  rhtimud in  H t w  Yo& assurea liaison with the &it& Natlorm O e p w h m b  of 

mi0 hrmmtlon* 

Weupled w i #  dill- phcto g m d ~ i o n  and %lst&bution are a photo speoieliat, a 

bratory te-iau an8 r d w k ,  

Tb r t m h i t ~ x l  a6 Bmdquarkra pWfa infomation a t U f  wnaf sts of an atW&&mMve 

ria-, a m t f o n  and c.oolr& &lark, rrad f im mrs.barias. B e e  3a aka0 w 
omtwy b the 1Se# Twk Ofih,  

In each 02 the  s f x  regbntd offices there is one amlor ini"ormUun offbnr, td,U 

&or laore locally-recruited secrm-aesfatants. Only in the Wuahingtm O#fhe is 

pm an asef ntarrt a% an MemmtSonalW-recrYl.ted g r a b .  

p* respective b g b W  Dbectors, olose liaison is mahtained batmen Headquarters 

ii regional activities. k t  types a0 ~otrnat ion  n u r t o d ~  pr~auowi at  Headquarter8 

re dis&ibuted through the Regional Offices, in addition t o  the haterial pradmd bg 
lgSonaZ offices for regional oanauarptiw. Headq-I con$* rdfns on .the 

pperation and initiative of regional informatian office- t o  -obtain ptctwea and 
)ories about regional activities, t o  guide and srseist d s i t i n g  journd.f&s, cinema and 



&&ah hwalettert UntU the end of  1953 thn Wirrb e d i t l a  was prlntgd meparatel 
Wsshingtolr for the d m s r i w  'an8 ba Weva far Eumpe Prsd the &her rsgiam e z l q  

Amerioas, W c s  1953 an 5spartmt e c o n q  baa been r d i 5 s d  by p d t i n g  the entim 
tian fn h a v a  Wrae laonthn 3n advance of publication d a t m  and sMppiag the asoansy 

qumtitfee by ma t o  bgi- Offlaer for r e g i d  diet~%knatbn. 

I 

W8h [ A l l  ragiab's S 500 11 om 13 rn 37 OoO Xje 
0W3pt Barwrim~) 
English (Amedcaa) I5 5m1) 12 700 18 000 1 18 OQO 18 OC 

Fmr nch 4500 6 000 7500 . 8000 Lb 54 

~ ~ s h z )  (Amfica*) 3700 . 7000 0000 8000 

~ortup.s?) ( b f i c a s )  l 000 1m 3000 3000 

The reduutim frm 35 W in 191952 to 12 700 in 1953 remitted fr& a aheck made op 
-lag 1id.b ordet t o  re- only addressee of pareron8 who had eqwesmd a &a im 
contms receidag tbe NWSUTTEB. 

2 ,  Dist~bnthon t o  Spa3n and Portulpl 1. mads from .took8 fum5lb.d t o  Headquarkera 
tha washfizgton Offbe. 
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Zh6 figurea given a h  the- p w t h  of autlv%y i n  bth produstion and distribution 

ef a t i l l  phofogrqphn rince an adequately-staact photo wit was rat up fn Septembr 1953 

wifhLr the Divisim of fu i j l ic  Information at lledquarbxs. 

(1) -to *dU&* 

fie a m p  mah- -%Sen of phohgraplaia h t n .  fhQ WID.- 
..bMraWry has Impcased as f ollw8 ! 

J ~ u ~ ~ 1 9 5 3 r * * * . . * m . * r . . ~ . ~ ~ . .  mp~ljnt~ 

I-lanthly a m a g e  1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wio prints 
* . *  . . 

b t U y  awraze 1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I QOI, prints 

WnWy a m a ~ e  1955 . ( f i r a t  quarLer) . . . .  1, 400 prints 

{3) $taoka frl h ~ d :  

. . . . . . . . . . .  ~e,at ives  in bend April 1955 4 930 

( iU distzAbutbn ~tnown as ma- either (a) in respones to specii'h requests F- 
-8, periodfcsla, r & d . > p , W  M o m t i o q ~ o f f 5 e = ~ ,  Or intwested i n d i v L d W  or 
m e j  or (b) t o  photo agmiee  ond priadicals which i&cated thejlr htsreet in 
flw- or pul,Uahing pkotogzl8,phs sad +to sbriee., 


