
E M / R C ~ ~ / R , ~ ~  REPORT ON THE TUBERCULOSIS SITUATION IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

The Heqional C o r n - i t  tee,  

Noting the  report of the Keqkonal  L'lirector on t h e  Tuberculosis Situation 
i n  the Eastern Mediterranean Kegion,*  

Recoqniz inq the s i q r i i f  i c an t  achievements in tuberculosis  control i n  a 
few countries , 

concerned about t he  magni tude  of the  ptoblem oE tuberculosis i n  most 
count r t e s  of the H e q i o r l ,  

Satisfied by the £ac t  that a l l  Metitber States have become more aware of 
the problem and have started to intensify their efforts for tuberculosis 
control, 

1, COMMENDS the Hegional Director f u r  his report on t h i s  subject;  

2. THANKS the p a r t n e r s  collaborating in tuberculosis control in the Region: 

3 .  URGES Member States, particularly those where tuberculosis 1s a major 
problen, to: 

3.1. develop and s t r eng then  national t u b e r c u l o s i s  control programmes; 

3.2. s t r enq then  microscopic examinatian through developnlent of peripheral 
laboratories t o  ensure the provision of microscopic examination oE sputum at 
a l l  levels  of health care services and ensure satisEactory supervision of 
th i s  bas ic  service;  

3 . 3 .  ensure p rov i s ion  of adequate chemotherapy to every diagnosed patient 
until complete cure is achieved, throuqh the administration of short- term 
chemotherapy using effective drugs; 

3 . 4 .  n!ain?:ain BCG vaccination w i t h i n  EPI and ensure high vaccine quality and 
trainad vaccinators so as  to l i m i t  complications; 

4 .  HEQUE:;TS ttle Regional Director to: 

4 . 1 ,  strengthen the Regional t e chn ica l  capabil i t ies  i n  tuberculosis c o n t r o l  
to respond to the i nc reas ing  demands Erom countries i n  the areas of programme 
planninq, t r a i n i n g ,  implementation, monitoring and evaluation; 

4 .2 .  continue t o  mobilize resources Erom both the Regular Budget and 
extrabudgetary sources to support tuberculosis control efforts; 

4.3 .  corltinile to strengthen the development of the necessary technical 
capabilities withtn Member States;  

4 .4 .  monitor developments i n  tuberculosis control and report to the Regional 
commit tee aEter f i v e  years about the progress achieved, particularly i n  terms 
of reduction of morbidity from tuberculosis among the population of the 
Region. 


