
W O R L D  H E A L T H  ORCANISATION MO'NDIALlb 

O R G A N I  X A T I O N  De LA $ANTE 

mGIaAL COWIITTEE FOR THE 
EASTERN MEDLTERRANEAN 

~hirtie6h Session (1981) 

Agenda i t e m  11 

E M / R C ~ O ( ~ ~ )  /9 
July 1981 , 

WPORT ON THE TRANSFER bJ? ' THE WHO REGIONAL . 

OFFICE FOR THE- EASTSRN MEDITERRANEAN 

1, As will be recalled, in the light of resolutions of Special Sessions of the 

Regional Committee far the Eastern Msdire'rrsnean #?Sub-Committee 'A), the klitrty- 

th ird World Health Assembly, in resolution WKA33.16, decided t o  submit to the' 

International Court of Justice f a r  its Advisory Opinion the following q&a8ribbs: 

(1) Are the negotiation and notice provisions aE Section 37 of th& Agres- 

ment of 25 March 1952 between the Wotld Health Organization and Egypt 6pb 
plicable i n  the event that  either party t o  the Agreement wishes t o  have 
the Regional Office transferred fram the territory of Egypt? 

( 2 )  If so, what would be the legal responsibilitieu of both tb World 

Healtl.1 Organization and Egypt with rcgrrrd t o  the Regional Office in 

Alexandria, during the two-year period between notice nnd termination of 

the Agreement? 

2, The Advisory Opinion was delivered on 20 December 1980, The operative 
provision of the Adviaory Opinion, contained in its paragraph 51, i s  as follower 

8 .  

On the.interpretation of the Agreement af  25 March 1951, the Court seated that 

bath parties had: a mutual obligation t o  consrrlt together in good f a i t h  on the 
question af condi t i one  and modalities under which the' transfer might be affected1 

in the event of its being finally decided that the Regional Office should be, trans- 

ferred, a mutual obligation t o  conault together and to negotiate regarding the 

arrangements needed to e f f e c t  auch a tranefer in  an orderly manner, and with a 

minimum of ~rejudice  t o  t h e  work of WHO and the interests of Egypt; and an obli-  

gation of the party which wished t o  effect  the transfer to give a reasonable 

period af notice to the other party. 
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The Court was of the opinion that ,  in the event: of a decision to transfer, 

the  'legal responsibilities of WHO and Egypt during the transitional per iod  bet- 

ween natification of the propased transfer and the accornpLishment thereof, would 

be t a  f u l f i l  in good fa i th  the mutual obligations already outlined by the  Courto . . 

3.  The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly adopted the following resolution 

W94,3L by consensus: 

"Racallin@: resolution WHA33.15 deciding $0 submit to  the Iqtarnafi~nal 

Court ~f Juatica for  its Advisory Opinion certain questions befote t ak ing  any 

decision on a transfer of the Regional Office; 

Having conaidered the Advisory Opinion on these queafiona given by tho 

International Court o f  Justice;, 

Recallipg. further the' study of ths Wnrklng Gravp o f  the Executive Board 

concerning aspacta of the quastion of a transfer of the Regional Office Eok h e  

Eaa tern Medi terpanedn; ' 

Recognfzing the wisher o f  the majori ty of Member Countries of the E ~ a t s r n  
Mediterranean Ragian ' t o  tranaf er the Regional Off ice from Alexandri.a$ 

1, THANKS the lnternatianal Court of Justice for i t s  adviaory opinion on the 

queerions submitted Ea the Caurt by the World Health Orfianiet~ti.on; 

2, ACCEPTS the Advi~ory Opinion of the International Court of Juatice of 20 
December 1980 and rscommends t o  all parties cancarned t o  be guided by i f :  

3, REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(a) t o  initiate action ae contained i n  paragraph 51 of the Advf aory Opinion 

and report the reault8 t o  the Sixty-ninth Sessiqn of the Executive Board in 

January 1982 for considsrrr~ion and recomtnendatlon to the Thirty-fif t h  World 

,Health Aaaembly in Ilay 19821 

(b) t o  continue t o  take whatevbr action he conmidere necessary t o  ensure 
the sn~ooth operation8 of the technical, adminietrativo and managerial proL 

graaimea af the Regional Of f i ce  f o r  the Eastern Mediterranean Ragion dr~ring 

the perf od af consultation; 

4 .  REQUESTS t h e  Governtnent: o£ $&t: to hold conaulratians w i t h  tho Directar- 

Gensral as mentioned above", 



4 By Letter of 12 June 1981, the Director-General approached the Minister of 

Health of Egypt, proposing tha t  ameeting be  arranged, as goon as possible,  bet- 

ween ~epresentatives of the Government of Egypt and t h e  Director-General or h i s  

personal representative, to draw up a list of the points which would have t o  be 

taken in to  consideration and to begin discussions on these points, 

5, In accordance with resolution W 3 4 , 1 1 ,  the Director-General will report the 

results of the actIon i n i t i a t e d  by him t o  the Executive Board at its Sixty-ninth 

Session in January 1982 fo r  consideration and recommendation t o  the Thirty-f i f  th 

World Health Assembly in May 1982. 


