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1. As will be recalled, In the light of resolutions of Special Sessions of the
Regional Committee for the Eastéfn'Meditérraﬁeén”(&ﬁb-CGhmittee?AJ; tﬁa'Tﬁi;ty-
third World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA33,16, decided to submit to the
International Court of Justice for its Advisory Opinion the“fdllbwiﬁg'Qﬁeétibhéé
(1) Are the negotiation and notice provisions of ‘Section 37 of the Agree-
ment of 25 March 1951 betweén the World Health Organization and Egypt éﬁ“
plicable in the event that eithér party to the Agreement wishes to have
the Regional Office transferred from the territory of Egypt?

(2) If so, what would be the legal responsibilities of both the World

Health Organization and Egypt with regard to the Regional Office in

Alexandrins, duting the two-year period between notice and termination of

the Agreement?
2. The Advisory Opinion was delivered on ZO'Dagémbér‘IQBO. The pperatiﬁe
provision of thélAdvisory Opinigﬁ, contained in its paragfaph_sl,\is as follows:.
dn:tﬁe.interpretation of the Agréément of 25 March_l?il, the Court statéq_tha;
both parties had: 2 mutual obligation to congult together in good faith on the
question of conditions and modalities under which the' transfer might be affacted;
in the event of its being finelly declded that the Regional Office should be trans—
ferred, a mutual obligation to consult together and to negotidte regarding the
arrangements needed to effect such a transfer in an orderly manner, and with a
minimum of prejudice to the work of WHO and .the interests of Egypt; and an obli-
gation of the party which wished to effect the transfer -to give a reasomable . -
pericd of notice to the other party,



EM/RC30(81)/9
page 2

The Court was of the opinion that, in the event of a decision to transfer,
the ‘legal responsibilities of WHO and Egypt during the transitional perlod bet-
ween notification of the proposed transfer and the accompllshment thereof, would
be to fulfil in good faith the mutual obligations already outliped by the Courts

3. The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly adopted the following resolution
‘WHAS4,11 by consensus: '

- "Reealling resolution WHA33.16 deciding fo submit to the Intarnatidnal
Court of Justice for its AAV1sory 0p1n1on certain questions before taking any
decision on a transfer of the Regional 0ffice;

Having considered the Advisory Opinion on these questions givenm by the
Internationrl Court of Justicej; :

Recalling furthér the study of the Weorking Gfoup'of'thé Executive Board
concerning aspects of the quastion of a tranafer of the Reglonal Office for the
Eaacern Meditertranean; i % ' '

Recognizing the wishas of the majority of Member Countries of the Eastern
Mediterranean Region to transfer the Reglonal Office from Alexandria;

1. THANKS the Internatibna1=Court of Justice for its advisory opinion on the
questions submitted to the Court'by the World Health Organizution;

2. AGCCEPTS the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Juatice of 20
Decembar 1980 and recommends to all parties concerned to bhe gulded by it:

3.  REQUESTS the Director~General:

(a) to initiate action as contained in paragraph 51 of the Advisory Opinion

and report the results to the Sixty-ninth Session of the Executive Board in.

January 1982 for considératjon.and recommendation to the. Thirty~f1fth World
-JHéalth Assambly in May 1982;

-{b) to comntinue to take whatever action he considers necegsary to ensure
the smooth operations of the technical, administrative and managerisl pro-
gravmes of the Reglenal Office for the Eastern Med{terransan Region during

- the ‘period of consultation"

be REQUESTG the Government of Egypt to hold consultarlons wlth thc Directur-
General as mentioned above",
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4. By letter of 12 June 1981, the Director-General approached the Minister of
Health of Egypt, proposing that a meeting be arranged, as soon as possible, bet-
ween Representatives of the CGovernment of Egypt and the Director—General or his
personal representative, to draw up a list of the points which would have to be

taken into considerstion and to begin discussions on these points.

5. In accordance with resolution WHA34,.11, the Director-General will report the
vesults of the action initiated by him to the Executive Board at its Sixty-ninth
Sesgion in January 1982 for consideration and recommendation to the Thirty-fifth
World Health Assembly in May 1982,



