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Rule 1 

This Sub-Committee is designated "Sub-Committee A". 

It forms part of the Xegional C m i t t e e  f o r  t he  Eastern Fediterranean 
Region (hereinaf ter  referred t o  a s  t h e  "Region", provisionally carrying out 
its duties, pursuant t o  resolutions TXk6.47 and T37V.33, through b e k g  divided 
i n t o  two Sub-Committees. 

Rule 2 

The Sub-Comittee sha l l  consist  of representatives (hereinaf ter  referl-ed 
t o  a s  "representatives"), one each from the  States  Nembers (hereinaf ter  referred 
t o  a s  "Me&ers") in t h e  Region, !he representatives may be accomanied by 
a l t e rna t e s  and advisers. 

Rule 3 - 
Each Hember shall be seated i n  accordance with i t s  declared wishes made 

t o  the Regional Director, i n  one o r  other of the  two Sub-Comittees. Subject 
t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i on  on voting i n  Rules 21 and 22, a Member msy, should it so 
desire,  a t tend both Sub-Comittees and par t ic ipa te  in the deliberations thereof. 

Rule 4 

The credent ia ls  of representetives and n w e s  of a l ternates ,  advisers, 
secre ta r ies  and observers, s h a l l  be submitted t o  the  Regional Director i f  
possible not less than two days before t he  opening of t he  session of t he  Sub- 
Committee. 

A s  amended on 9 October 1962 by Sub-Committee A of the  Twelfth Session 
of t h e  Regional Cormittee f o r  t h e  b s t c r n  I'editerranean, See Resolution 
~/RCl%/k.13, and documents E M / R c ~ A / ~  and ~ / ~ 1 2 h 3 .  



IV. SESSIONS 

The Sub-committee s h a l l  hold a t  l e a s t  one session a year. It s h a l l  
determine a t  eech session the  d a c e  of i ts  next  session. 

The Regional Director, in consultation with the Chairmen of t he  Sub- 
committees, hereinaf ter  referred t o  2s " the  Chairmen", sha l l  a l so  convene 
the  Sub-Comittees in speciql  session a t  t h e  joint  request of m y  f i v e  Members 
of t h e  Regim, addressed t o  him in  writing 2.nd s t a t i ng  the  reason f o r  t he  
request. I n  t h i s  case, t h e  specie1 session s h a l l  be convened within 30 drys 
following rece ip t  of t he  request. The session s h . l l b e  held a t  t h e - d a c e  
selected by t h e  Regional Director i n  consultation with the Chairmen. 

Unless otherwise decided, t h e  meetings of the Sub-cornittee s h a l l  be 
held in public. 

The provisional agenda of each session sh2.11 be d r e w  up by the Regional 
Director in consultation with t h e  Chairmen. i3xcept i n  the  case of sessions 
convened under Rule 6, it s h a l l  be despatched by Regional Director t o  t h e  
Membersand the  Director-General of the Wor1.d Health Otsanization (herefnafter 
referred t o  a s  "the Director4eneral")  a t  l e e s t  ;ix weeks .pr ior  t o  the  
commencanent of the  session together with the rivtice convening the Sub-Cmi t t ee .  

w e  9 - 
The provisional agenda of each session s h ? l l i n c l u d e  i n t e r  alia.: 

(a) a l l  i tens ,  the  inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
Health Assembly; 

(h) a l l  items, t h e  inclusion of which hss been ordered by the  
Executive Board of t he  World Health Organization; 

(c) any item proposed by the  Director-General; 

(d) any item proposed by a Nember. 

Proposals under i tem (d) above should be received by the Regional. 
Director a t  l e a s t  e ight  weeks p r i o r  t o  t he  commencement of the  s e s s h .  

The agenda of Sub-committees A and B shall be iden t ice l  a s  regards 
t h e i r  contents and the  numeration of the  items included therein-and-shsl l  
cover the  whole region. 



Rule 10 

The Regional Director may, in consultation with t he  Chairmen, include 
any question sui table  f o r  the  agenda which may a r i s e  between t h e  despateh 
of the  provisional agenda and t h e  opening day of the  session, i n  a supalementary 
agenda which t h e  Sub-Comittee s h a l l  examine together with t h e  provisional 
agenda. 

VI .  OFFICERS OF THE SUB-COWITTEE 

Rule 11 

Each year, t he  Sub-committee s h a l l  e l ec t  i t s  off icers ,  a Chairman and 
two Vice-Chairmen, from among the representatives a t  its f i r s t  session held 
during that-year.  These o f f i ce r s  sha l l  remain in of f ice  u n t i l  t h e i r  successors 
are elected. The Chairman sh2 l l  not become e l ig ib l e  f o r  re-election u n t i l  two 
years have elapsed since he ceased t o  hold office.  

Rule 12 

If t h e  Chairman i s  absent from a meeting o r  any a a r t  thereof, t he  Vice- 
Chairmen s h a l l  preside. The same procedure e h 2 l l b e  followed when the  
Chairman is unable t o  attend a session of t h e  Sub-Committee. 

h l e  13 

If a Chairman f o r  any reason i s  unable t o  complete h i s  term of-off ice ,  
a new Chairman s h a l l  be elected f o r  t h e  remaining period of h i s  term. 

V I I .  SU&DIVLSIONS 

Rule 11, 

The Sub-Committee may es tab l i sh  such sub-divisions as it may deem 
necessary f o r  t h e  study of, and report  on, any item on the agenda. 

The Sub-Committee shall review f r o m  t h e  t o  time, wd m any case once 
8 year, the  need t o  maintain any sub-divisions established under its authority. 

VIII. SECRXTARIAT 

Rule 1 5  

The Regional Director, by v i r tue  of the  m t h o r i t y  delegated t o  him 
by the D i r e c t o r - ~ e n e r a l , ~  s h a l l  a c t  r s  the Secretery of t he  Sub-Committee 
and of 2ny sub-d iv is ims  thereof. He mey delegate these functions. 

I 
Art ic le  32 of t h e  Constitution 



Rule 16  

The Director-General o r  t he  R e ~ i o n a l  Director, o r  a member of t he  
Secretrariat designated by e i t h e r  of them â s h i s  representative, may a t  any 
time make e i the r  o re1  o r  wri t ten statement& concerning m y  question under 
consideratLon. 

Rule 17 

The Secre ta r ia t  s h l l  prepare summary records of t h e  meetings. lhese 
records s h a l l  be prepared i n  the  working languages end shall be dis t r ibuted 
t o  t h e  Members a s  soon as  possible. Within twenty deys thereaf te r  Members 
s h a l l  inform the Sec re twia t  in  wr i t ing  of any corrections they wish t o  have 
made. 

Rule 18 

P,rabic, English and French s h a l l  be the o f f i c i a l  and working languages. 

Any-representative nay sweak i n  a language other than %he o f f i c i a l  
languages. I n  t h i s  case, he s h a l l  himself nrovide f o r  interoreta t ion in to  
one of t h e  working languages. 

Rule 20 

Unless otherwise provided y t h e  Constitution of t he  organization1 o r  
resolved by the Health Assembly) t h e  decisioas of t he  Sub-Committee shall be 
taken by a majority of t he  Members present md voting. 

Rule 21 

Each Member s h a l l  havo one vote;  however, Members attending both 
Sub-Comnittees shall have t h e  r iph t  of vobe in one Snb-Committee only. 

Rule 22 

The report  o f t h e  Sub-Cornittee s h a l l  s t a t e  which Members have exercised 
t h e i r  r i gh t  of vote during the  session. 

Rule 23 

For the  purpose of these Rules the  phrase "Members present end votine" 
means Members cas t ing  an affirmative o r  negativ.e vote. #embars who abstain 
from voting s h a l l  be considered r s  not voting. 

In  a secret  ba l lo t -an  invalid vote s h a l l  be so reoorted and s h a l l  be 
counted a s  an abstention. 

Art ic le  60 of t he  Constitution 

Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure of the Xorld Health Assembly 



Rule 24 

Voting s h a l l  normally be by show of hands. However, any representative 
may request a roll-c.11 which s h a l l  then be taken i n  the  alphabetical  order 
of t h e  names of the  Nembers, in English. 

Rule 25  

The vote of each Member par t ic ipat ing in any ro l l - ca l l  s h a l l  be inserted 
i n  t h e  summary records. 

Rule 25 (bis)  

After  the  Chairman hes ennounced t h e  beginring of voting, no Reoresentetive 
s h a l l  in terruat  t he  voting exceat on a uoint of order i n  connexion with the 
ac tua l  conduct o f  voting. 

Rule 26 

A l l  e lect ions  s h z l l b e  decided by secret  '7rl lot .  However, e x c e ~ t  as 
concerns the vo te  required f o r  t he  nomination of t h e  Regional Director, an 
e lect ion m a y  be held by a show of hands or  by asccl~m-tion, wrovided tha t  there  
is no more t h v l  one candidate f o r  one e lec t ive  o f f i ce  end t h a t  no represent-tive 
requests otherwise. 

A secret  ba l lo t  on any other question s h a l l  be teken a t  t h e  request of 
one representative su~por t ed  by a t  l e z s t  one other reoresentative. 

Rule 27 (his) 

A decision b;. the  Sub-Comittee whether o r  not  t o  vote by secret  b a l l o t  
may only  be taken by a show of hands; i f  t h e  Sub-Gomittee has decided t o  
vote on a par t icu la r  question by secret  b e l l o t  no other mode of voting m a y  
be requested o r  decided upon. 

Whenever required, t he  secret  b a l l o t  may be taken,by pos t a l  vote, t h e  
ba l lo t  papers from each Member being sealed in a cover. 73j.s cover s h e l l  be 
opened a t  a time fmd plrce, t o  be fixed and announced t o  ?!embers by the  
Regional Director, i n  the  uresence of two t e l l e r s  apuointed one eech by the 
Sub-Codt tees .  The r e s u l t  of such a vote s h a l l  be announced by the  
Regional Director t o  t h e  Members. If t h e  resu l t  of such a vote is 
inconclusive, fu r ther  pos te l  ba l lo t s  shall be t.-lren as  necessav,  auplying 
there to  t h e  provisions of  Rule 29 o r  30 a s  may be aupropriate. 



Rule 29 

',&en only one e l ec t ive  place i s  t o  be f i l l e d  2nd no candidate obt.ains in 
the first b a l l o t  t h e  msjority required, a second b a l l o t  s h a l l  be taken which 
sha l l -be  r e s t r i c t ed  t o  t he  two candidates obtaining the l a rges t  numbers of 
votes. If in the second be l lo t  t he  votes are  equally divided, the  C h a i m n  
s h a l l  decide between the  candidates by drawing lo t s .  

The d r F g  of l o t s  s h a l l  not be resorted t o  in a vote taken in auplication 
of Ar t ic le  52 of t h e  Constitution; in t h i s  event secret  ba l lo t  s h a l l  contbue  
t o  be taken u n t i l  a candidate obtains t he  majority required, a f t e r  the  
elimination a t  each bal lot ing of  t h e  c ~ n d i d a t e  who received t h e  l e e s t  number 
of votes. 

Rule 30 

When t ~ r o  o r  more e lect ive places a rc  t o  be f i l l e d  r t  one time under t he  
same conditions, those cendid3tes obtaking in the f i r s t  ba l lo t  the  majority 
required s h a l l  be elected. If the  number of candidates obtaining such 
majority i s  l e s s  than the number of places t o  be f i l l e d ,  there  s h a l l  be 
addi t ional  b a l l o t s  t o  f i l l  the remaining places, t he  voting t o  be r e s t r i c t ed  
t o  the  candidates obtaining the  greatest  number of votes i n  t he  previous 
ba l lo t  t o  a number not more than twice the  places remaining t o  be f i l l e d .  

Rule 31 

If a vote i s  equally divided on matters other than elections, t h e  
proposal s h a l l  be regarded a s  rejected.  

XI.  CONDUCT OF BUSINXSS 

Rule 32 

Cne ha l f  of t he  Members seated in t h e  Sub-Committee ?nd en t i t l ed  t o  
vote under Rules 21 and 22 s h z l l  const i tute  a quorum. 

No representative may address the Sub-committee without having 
previously obtained the  permission of t h e  Chairman. The Chairman s h a l l  
c a l l  upon speakers i n  t he  order i n  which they s ign i fy  t h e i r  desire  t o  speax. 
The Chairman may c a l l  a speaker t o  order i f  h i s  remarks a r e  not  relevent t o  
the subject  under discussion. 

A representative may designate an a l t e rna t e  who i s  a member of b i s  
delegation and who s h a l l  have the r ight  t o  sqeak and vote. An adviser, e t  
the  request o f  a representative, may be ellowed t o  speak by the Chairman. 

1) 
Art ic le  52 : "The head of the Regional Office s h a l l  be t h e  Regional 
Director appointed by the Board in agreement with the Regional 
Committee". 



In  addition t o  exexcising the powers which are  conferred upon him 
elsewhere by these Rules, the Chairman s h a l l  declare t he  ouening and closing 
of each meeting of t h e  Sub-Cornnittee, s h a l l  d i rec t  the discussions, ensure 
cibservance of these Rules, accord the r i gh t  t o  sueak, put questions t o  t he  
vote  and announce decisions. He s h a l l  m l e  on uoints of order, and, subject  
t o  these Rules, s h a l l  control  the proceedings a t  any meeting and s h a l l  rnaintajA 
order thereat .  The Chairman may, i n  t he  course of the  discussion of any item, 
propose t o  t he  Sub-Cornittee the  l imita t ion of . the  time t o  be allowed t o  each 
speaker o r  t h e  closure of t he  list of soeakers. 

Rule 35 

During the  discussion on any mqtter, a representative may r i s e  t o  a point  
of order, and the  point o f  order s h a l l  be immediately decided by the  Chairmw 
i n  accordance with these Rules. 

Rule 36 

During the  discussion on any matter, a regresentative may move the 
suspension o r  adjournment of t he  debate. Any such motion ifeseconded sha l l  
be put t o  the vote immediately and without fur ther  discussion. 

h l e  36 (bis) . .- 

Subject t o  Rule 36, any motion cal l ing lo~. a decision on the  competence 
of t h e  Sub-Goimnittee t o  adopt r proposal s.~?.bmi?,t,ed co jt sha l l  be put t o  the  
vote before a vote i s  taken on the propusal i n  auestion. 

The Sub-cornittee i n w  l i m i t  t he  tine t o  be allowed t o  each speaker. 

Rule 38 

A representative may a t  any time move the closure of t he  debate, whether 
or not another representative has s ipnif ied h i s  wish t o  speak. Permission 
t o  speak against  t h e  closure may be accorded t o  not more than one represent-tive. 

Rule 39 

The Chairman sha l l  take the sense of t he  meeting on any motion of 
closure. I f  the  Sub-Committee is i n  favour of t3e motion, the  Chairman sha l l  
declare t h e  closure of the  debate. 

Rule 40 

Parts of a proposal sha l l  be voted on separately i f  a representative 
requests t ha t  a proposal be divided. 

When an amendment revises,  adds to, o r  deletes  from a ~ r o u o s a l ,  the  
amendment shall be voted on first, and if it i s  qdo~ ted  the amended proposal 
s h a l l  then be voted on. 



Rule 42 -- 
If two o r  more amendnents a r e  moved t o  a groposal, t he  Sub-Comittee 

s h a l l  first vote on the  amendment fx~r thes t  removed in substance f romthe  
or ig ina l  proposal an6 then on zhe amendmenc nex5 fur thes t  removed themfrom, 
and so on, u n t i l  a l i  t he  ;mmidments have been ~ u t  t o  the vote. tghere, however, 
the  adoption of one amendne1i.t necessariljr .Coplies the  re ject ion of another 
amendment, t he  l a t t e r  amendment s k l l  not 11e pu'i. t o  t he  vote. The C h a i m ~ n  
s h a l l  determine t h e  ordel. of fating on the s.rmnrd!-:~enZs under' t h i s  Wle. 

Ruie I3 -- - 
A motion m y  be wi,i,drar.m by the proposer a t  2ny time-before w t i n g  on 

it has begun, provided that; t h e  motion has not been amended. fi. motion 
witMrawn may be reintmducea by any Member. 

When a proposal has been e d o ~ t e d  o r  rejected it may not be reconsidered 
a t  the  same sossion, unless a +do-thirds majority of the  Members wresent and 
voting so decides. Pernission t o  speak on a motion t o  reconsider s h a l l  be 
accorded only t o  two speakers opposing t h e  motion, a f t e r  which it s h a l l  be 
inmediately put t o  the  vote. 

Rule 45 

The Chairman may c t  2 2 -  ',..me require any proposal, motion, resolution, 
o r  amendment t o  be second~:d. 

The Regional Da:ac:~f sh-.l? make ,i~&.nL?e~ ii-itbin as  short  a period as 
possible, t o  tll5 mm'seTs of h9th S1.fo-':~rrmi.tte?.., ?.Lc documents communicated 
t o  e i t he r  Sub-Gamnii?,?3, t he  si.rnS.:r i'~.cnrds o..' t h e i r  respective sessions, 
and t h e  conclusions 2rrive3 a t  by e i the r  ~'111;-':o:r.nit,i,ee on the items which have 
been considered, 

XIII. REPCRTS OF h2SZ16ikS 

In ords? t o  co-or3inate the  opinlons of t he  two Sub-Comiittees a 
person designated by er.ch Sub-Cormnittee, with t he  authorization of t he  
respect5vc Sub-Com.ittees, s h a l l  meet together with t h e  Regional Director 
:in order t o  hai-;no;lize c s  f a r  a s  may be necessaly t he  decisions of t he  Sub- 
Cornittees and t o  present ? f i n a l  report. In t he  event t h a t  t h e  opinions 
of t h e  Sub-Coim;ittoes GI a ?a r t i cu l a r  question cannot 'be harmonized, a 
s2atement t o  this ef fec t  s h a l l  be given in the  report, together with t he  
k d i v i d u a l  opinions of the Suh-C~m~i t tees .  



The f i n a l  report  of each session inc ludh7  resolutions, recommendations 
and other inmol-tant decisions, with d e t a i l s  of voting i f  any, s h a l l  be 
cmmnicated by the  Regional Director co the  IJ%mbers and t o  the Director- 
General, who s h a l l  forward it t o  t h e  Executive Ebard. 

In addition, the Regional Director sha l l  transmit t o  the  Members and 
t o  t h e  Director-General the documents dis t r ibuted during each session and 
the sunwary records of t ha t  session. 

Rule 49 

If f o r  any reason one o r  other of t he  Sub-Committees should be unable 
t o  meet on the date  and place notified,  the  other Sub-Comnitteers opinions 
s h a l l  be forwarded t o  t he  Members and t o  the Director-General. 

D. SUSPENSION AIM) ?NTNDiW.NT TO THE RULES OF PRCCEDURF 

Rule 50 

Subject t o t h e  provisions o f  t he  Constitution and with the exceptions 
of Rules 1, 2, 3, 9, 21, 28, 29, 46, 47, 48, 49 2nd 5 l  of these Rules of 
Procedure which are  i n  accordance with t he  provisions of uara.raphs 2 and 
3 of Resolution b.Rl7.33, any other u r w i s i o n  of these Rules of Procedure 
may be amended or  suspended by the Sub-Committee provided t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
48 hoursr not ice  of t h e  pronosal f o r  such amenhent o r  suspension has been 
given t o  the  Chairman and communicated ' ~ y  him t,o t he  Members 24 hours before 
t he  meeting a t  which the proposal is t o  b e  subii,Ltted. If, however, on the 
advice of t he  Chairman, t h e  Sub-Committee is ul~anin!ously i n  fa.vour of such 
a proposal, it m8.y adopt it immediately and without notice. 

XV. GENEF&L PROVISIONS 

Rule 51  

The Sub-Committee may a t  i t s  discretion a p p v  such Rules of Procedure 
of t h e  Health Assembly o r  t he  Executive Board of the World Health 
Orgsnization a s  it may deem appropriate t o  pa r t i cu l a r  circumstances, and 
provided tha t  t h i s  i s  i n  accordance ~ 7 i t h  the  ru les  drawn up by the Health 
?.ssembly in Resolution WHA7.33. 

Rule 52 

Upon the  termination of t h e  p r w i s i o n a l  regime f o r  t he  carrying out 
of t h e  dut ies  of t h e  Regional Committee, these Rules of Procedure s h a l l  
cease t o  have effect .  


