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1. As will be recalled, Sub-cornittee A of the Regional Committee met in 

special session in Geneva on 12 May I979 and passed the following resolution: 

"The Sub-Committee, 

Considering that the majority of Members of Sub-Committee A 
of the W W  Regional Cormnittee f ~ r  the Eastqrm Mediterranean wish 
the Regional Ofgice to be transferred from Alexandria, Arab Republic 
of Egypt, to anather Stafe  in the Region, 

RECOMMElllDS the, transfer of the WNQ Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean from Alexandr$a, Arab Republic of Egypt, to 
another Stare in the Region; 

REQUESTS the Regional Director t~ report to the next session 
of the Repionel Committee on the steps taken to implement this 
resolution." 

2 .  Subsequent to the above meeting, the question of the transfer of the 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediqerransan was taken up by the Thirty- 

second World Health Assembly as a supplementary item on its Agenda. After 

debate, Committee B of the World Health Asirmbly reached the following 

consensus which was adopted by the Assembly on 25 May 1979: 

II The Thirty-second World Health Assembly, considering that 
the majority of members of the Gaistern Mediterranean Region wished 
the Regional Office to be transferred from Alexandria, Arab Republic 
of Egypt, to another State i s  the qegion, and considering that it was 
necessary to scudy the effects of the implmantation of such a 
decision by the Wgrld Health Assembly, decided to request the 
Executive Qoard at its Earthcoming session to undertake such a 
study, taking necessary steps for i t 6  implcmnf at ion and report 
its findings to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly", 
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3.  Meeting i -diately after  the World HealLh Assembly, t h e  Execut ive 

Board he ld  pi-eliminary d i s cus s ions  'about  ' the s t udy  t o  be undertaken and 

decided t o  e s t a b l i s h  a r e s t r i c t e d  Working Group t o  s tudy  a l l  aspects  of t he  

ma t t e r  and r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S i x t y - f i f t h  Sess ion .  of the:Baard i n  Geneva i n  January 

1980 i n  o rde r  t o  enable  t h e  Board t o  submit i t s  f i nd ings  t o  t he  T h i r t y - t h i r d  

World Heal th Assembly. The f u l l  t e x t  of t he  Execut ive Boardf s d e c i s i o n  i s  

reproduced below: 

"The Execut ive Board, a c t i n g  a t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  Th i r t y -  
second World Heal th Assembly, examined t h e  r e p o r t  of Sub-committee 
A of t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s s i an -  of t he  Regional Committee f o r  t h e  Eas t e rn  
Mediterranean,  whlch had expressed t he  wish t h a t  t he  Regional O f f i c e  
be t r a n s f e r r e d  £run Alexandria ,  Arab Republic  of  Egypt, t o  another  
S t a t e  i n  t h e  Region, and decided t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e s t r i c t e d  working 
group c o n s i s t i n g  of D r  R .  Alvarez-Gutierrez,  D r  A. Fakhro, 
Dr H . J . H .  Hiddkestone, D r  T. Mork, ' D r  D. B. Sebina, and D r  Shwe Tin 
t o  s t udy  a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  m a t t e r  and r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S i x t y - f i f t h  
Sess ion  of t he  Board i n  January 1980 i n  o rde r  t o  enable  t h e  Board 
t o  submit i t s  f i nd ings  t o  t he  Thi r ty- th i r 'd  World,Health Assembly. 
I t  was understood t h a t  i f  any member of t h e  working group was un- 
a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  h i s  successor  o r  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  member of  t h e  Board 
des igna ted  by the government concerned, i n  accordance w i th  R u l e  2 
of t he  Rules of Procedure, would p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  workof  the Working Group". 

4 .  The Working Group e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Execut ive Board met b r i e f l y  on 

29 May 1979, t oge the r  w i t h  Dr H.  Mahler, Director-General  and D r  A.H. Taba, 

Regional Director.  D r  D.B. ~ e b i n a  was e l e c t e d  Chairman of  t h e  Working Group. 

Discussions were he;Ld r ega rd ing  t h e  s tudy  t o  be conducted, t h e  background 

informat ibn  which would be r equ i r ed  and t h e  v i q i t s  ttie Working Group would 

under take  t oge the r  w i th  members of  the WHO SecretariaL. 

5. The Cen t r a l  0 f f i c e : i n  Geneva and t h e  Regional O f f i c e  j o i n t l y  prepared  a 

number of background papers  for t h e  Working Group o u t l i n i n g  constitutional, 

l e g a l ,  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  f i n a n c i a l  and t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  ma t t e r .  

6. Theworking  Group nlet Sur i t s  second working s e s s i o n  on 24  and 25 J u l y  

1979 toge the r  w i th  D r  Mahler and D r  Taba. The d i s cus s ions  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

ques t i on  of removal of t h e  Regional Office from Alexandria ,  t he  r equ i r ed  

c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  United Nations a s  we l l  a s '  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Host Agreement 

between Egypt and WHO. The Working Group f u r t h e r  reviewed t h e  ques t i ons  
. . 



r e l a t i n g  to t h e  choice of a new l o c a t i o n  f o r  the Regional  O f f l c e  i n  ca se  

t h e  t r ans f ez  i s  even tua l l y  decided.  It we6 decided t o  send t h e  background 

paper prepared j o i n t l y  by t h e  Cen t r a l  O f f i c e  and t h e  Regional Office concern- 

i n g  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  which would have t o  be provided a t  t h e  new l o c a t i o n  t o  a l l  

governments which had o f f e r e d  t o  host the Regional O f f i c e  and t o  r eques t  t h e s e  

governments t o  submit d e t a i l e d  in format ioq  on t h e  ques t i ons  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  

document. 

I t  was a l s o  decided t o  seek  s p e c i f i c  in format ion  from these  governments 

about t he  length  of time needed f o r  making a  s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e  bu i l d ing  a v a i l a b l e ,  

about t hc  c o n t r i b u t i o n  puLent ia l  h o s t  governmqnts were w i l l i n g  t o  make towards 

t h e  e x t r a  c o s t  engendered should t h e  Regional O f f i c e  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e i r  

count ry  and about t h e  governments' w i l l i ngnes s  t o  conclude a Host Agreement 

a f fo rd ing  t h e  Organizat ion,  t he  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of i t s  Members, i t s  e x p e r t s  and 

o f f i c i a l s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s ,  immunities and f a c i l i t i e s  necessary  f o r  t h e  func t ion ing  

of t h e  Regional Of f i ce .  I n  accordance w i th  t h e  d e c i s i o n  taken by t h e  Working 

Group, l e t t e r s  have been despatched t o  a l l  p ~ t e n t i a l  h o s t  governments r eques t -  

i n g  t h i s  d e ~ a i l e d  informatron by 31 Avgust 1979. 

7. The Governments which have s e n t  formal i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  hos t  t h e  Kegional 

O f l i c e  ( l i s c e d  i n  d a t e  o rde r )  a re :  

Sy r i an  Arab Republic  

Kuwait 

I r a q  

Lebanon 

Pak i s t an  

Jordan  

I r an  

Libyan Arab Jamahir iya 

Bahrain ( o r a l  i n v i t a t i u a  rece ived ,  formal invitation understood 
t o  have been despatched t o  t he  Regional  O f f i c e )  

8. The Working Group w i l l  meet i n  Alexandria  f n r  i t s  next  working s e s s i o n  

on 26/27 September. Immediately a f t e r  t h e  twonday meeting, t h e  Working 

Group w i l l  d i v i d e  i n t o  t h r e e  sub-groups of  two members, each sub-group t o  

v i s i t  one count ry ,  being accompanied by a  member of t h e  WHO S e c r e t a r i a t .  



The o rde r  i n  which t h e  coyn t r i e s  w i l l  be v i s i t e d  was decided by drawing lots 

with  t h e  fol lcwing r e s u l t s :  Pakis tan ,  Jordan,  Lebanon, Syr ian  Arab Republic,  

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Bahrain, I r a n ,  I r a q  and Kuwait. 

The f i r s t  coun t r i e s  t o  be v i s i t e d  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  Pak i s t an ,  Jordan and 

Lebanon. Fur ther  v i s i t s  t o  p o t e n t i a l  h o s t  coun t r i e s  a r e  t e n t a t i v e l y  scheduled 

during t h e  f i r s t  two weeks of December. 


