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MEMORANDUM 
SUBMITTED BY THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 

The Regional Director has the  honour t o  br ing t o  the  a t ten t ion  of 

Member S ta tes  the  attached memorandum submitted by the  Minister of 

Public Health of the Arab Republic of Egypt with the  request t h a t  it  

be d i s t r ibu ted  t o  Member S ta tes  par t i c ipa t ing  in the  Twenty-fourth 

Session of the  Regional Committee of the  Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

The subject  matter fal ls  under i t e m  7 (a)  of the  Agenda (Document 

EM/RC24/1 Rev . l )  . 



Arab Republic of Egypt 
Ministry of Health 
Minister ' s Off i c e  

MEMORANDUM 
SUBMITTED BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF THE U REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 

TO 
THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN 

MEDITERRANEAN CONCERNING ADVERSE HEALTH CONDITIONS AMONG THE 
INHABITANTS OF TEE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES 

1. Despite all the  attempts which were made and are still being made a t  a l l  

loca l ,  regional end in te rna t iona l  levels t o  nave the  deter iorat ing heal th  

s i t ua t i on  in the  wcupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ,  the  heal th  s i t ua t i on  there  is 

still suffer ing from premdi ta ted  f a i l u r e  ind neglect  on the  pa r t  of the  

I s r a e l i  occupying au tho r i t i e s  of t he  r i gh t s  of the  l ega l  owners of the 

land t o  heal th  and soc i a l  care. 

2. Reports received c l ea r ly  indicate  t h a t  tuberculosis,  ophthalmias, epidemics 

and diseases of s a lnu t r i t i on  a r e  prevalent amongst t he  inhabi tants  of the 

occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s  in Sina i  and the  Gaza Sector. 

3 .  The occupying au tho r i t i e s  still continue t o  neglect  the  ex is t ing  h d t h  

units which could hare provided the  inhabi tants  of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  

with modest health services ,  a f t e r  t h e  closure by t he  I s r a e l i  administration 

of a number of heal th  u n i t s  which exis ted before t he  occupation. 

4. For example, the  I s r a e l i s  moved the  supplies and equipment which were avai l -  

able  a t  E l  Arish Hospital to  other  places, although E l  Arish Hoepital is 

considered a r  the  main hospi ta l  serving the  inhabi tants  of the  occupied Arab 

t e r r i t o r i e s .  

5. The I s r a e l i  enemy s t i l l  creates  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  Egyptian physicians wishing 

t o  serve t h e i r  countrymen in the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and prevents the 

a r r i v a l  of drugs and other  medical supplies t o  these t e r r i t o r i e s .  

6. In  addit ion t o  the  c l ea r ly  low l eve l  of heal th  eerviceo, the inhabi tants  of 

the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  still suffer ing from terrorism and coercion i n  

the  course of t h e i r  l i v ing  and subsistence. Operations leading t o  evacuation 

from t h e i r  homes, the  dest ruct ion of t h e i r  houses, forced migration from t h e i r  

l a n d s , ' a m s t ,  i l l - treatment,  t o r t u r e  and intimidation are still pursued to 

much an extent as would r e s u l t  in adverse heal th  conditions and shortage of 



food and drugs. For example, inhabi tants  have been prevented from 

hunting and f i sh ing  so  a s  t o  deprive them i n t e n t i o n a l l y  of an  impor- 

t a n t  source of p ro te in .  

7. Addit ionally,  the  a r b i t r a r y  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  I s r a e l i  a u t h o r i t i e s  has 

s o  f a r  hindered t h e  carrying out  of du t i e s  assigned t o  the  In te rna t iona l  

Committee which was formed by the  World Health Assembly t o  study the  

hea l th  condit ions of the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s .  

8. For a l l  these  reasons, t h e  Ministry of Health of t h e  Arab Republic of 

Egypt suggests t o  t h e  Regional Committee t o  denounce t h e  inhuman Israeli 

behaviour . 
The Delegation of t h e  Arab Republic of Egypt the re fo re  submits t o  t h e  

Regional Committee t h e  at tached d r a f t  r e so lu t ion .  

D r  M.M. Mahfouz 
Minister  of Health 

. 
August 19 74 



DRAFT RESOLUTION 

HEALTH CONDITIONS AMONG THE INHABITANTS OF THE 
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES 

The Sub-Committee, 

Having regard t o  the  r e so lu t ions  issued by t h e  World Health Assembly and 

by the Executive Board concerning the  adverse hea l th  condi t ions  i n  the  occupied 

Arab t e r r i t o r i e s ;  

Considering the  memorandum submitted by the  Delegation of the  Arab Republic 

of Egypt i n  t h i s  respekt ;  

Being aware of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and obs tac les  crea ted  by t h e  Israeli occupying 

a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  the  T r i p a r t i t e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee which was formed t o  study 

heal th condit ions i n  the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ,  which have s o  f a r  prevented the  

Committee from f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  mandate; 

Believing t h a t  s e c u r i t y  and peace w i l l  no t  p reva i l  i n  the  world as long as 

mil l ions  of people are deprived of t h e i r  b a s i c  r i g h t s  of s e c u r i t y  and physical  

and mental hea l th ;  

Convinced t h a t  s e c u r i t y  and peace w i l l  not  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  

as long as t h e  peoples of t h e  a rea  f ace  the  t h r e a t  of l o s s  of the  l e g a l  r i g h t s  

which they enjoyed f o r  thousands of  years ;  

1. DEEPLY DEPLORES-and STRONGLY DENOUNCES the  f a i l u r e  of I s r a e l  t o  abide  by the  

in te rna t iona l  r e so lu t ions  and conventions c a l l i n g  f o r  the  provis ion  of care  t o  the  

inhabi tants  of the  occupied t e r r i t o r i e s ;  

2 .  DEWOUNCES the  a r b i t r a r y  a t t i t u d e  of Israel which has s o  f a r  prevented the  

. fact-f inding I n t e r n ~ c i o n a l  T r i p a r t i t e  Committee from performing i ts  mission; 

3 .  REQUESTS the  Regional Direc tor  and Director-General of the  World Health Organiza- 

t ion  t o  exert a l l  poss ib le  e f f o r t s  t o  enable t h e  fact-f inding I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Tripartite 

Committee t o  f u l f i l  t he  mandate with which i t  was en t rus ted  by t h e  World Health 

Assembly; 

4. REQUESTS the  Regional Direc tor  and Director-General of t h e  World Health Organiza- 

t ion  to  exert a l l  poss ib le  e f f o r t s  and endeavours t o  s top  fu r the r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of 

the l e v e l  of h e a l t h  services and ca re ,  and t o  propoue poss ib le  measures f o r  promoting 

these levels i n  the  occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s .  


