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Your Excellenoy, Ladles and Gentlemen,

As many of you may knew I have been go fortunate as to
have had good deal ef recent and practieal experiense in
international health matters and I new have honour of serving
as Chairman of the Executive Beard of the World Healéh
Organisation, I was present at the Preparatory Commission
in Pardis in the spring of 1946, when the ceonstitution of
the WHO was drafted, at the International Health Conference
in New York in the summer ef that same year when over 60
nations signed the constitutien, and I was a member of the
Interim Commission of WHO . This Interim Cemmission lasted
twe years, a great deal longer than any one expected, but
we all gained valuable experience in the techtiiques of
international cooperatien and agreement. In July 1948 1
attended the Pirst Werld Health Assemdly. I héw address you
as ¢ Chairtiafi ef the Executive Board and not as a member
of the Egyptian delegation. I shall, no doubt, have the
opportunity of speaking in tifs latter capacity, later #n.

The Exetutive Board has had the task of implementing
the decisions taken by the First Health Assembly - the 1949
progrsm of WHO which 18 now starting. You will be hearing
more abkout this program from Dr, Goodman aeting Assistant
Director~General for operstions, who will tell you something

ab§at how the program will affeet this region.



You will note that thils 1s already the secend practical
application of regiohalisation to the operations of WHO.
The first took place on 1 January 1949 when the Regional
Office for South East Asea started its work., 4 third is
not far off, the Pan-American Sanitary Organization should
soon be 1n£egrated into WHO as the Reglonal Organization
for the American Reglon and a fourth is in the windj the
Board at its forthcoming session will consider a proposal
to establish an African Regional Organization. The same
principles have been applied to the European Reglon.

Why has this young WHO just setting aut on its first years
programme ~ WHO was formally established only on 1 Sept.
1948 ~ started to set up regional organizations ? Surely
because this is a logical appiication of certain
straightforward principles.

Health 1s not something which can be done Lo people,
it must be done for themselves by themselves. The WHO
exists to help all peoples to achleve resl health and it
can and will as soon &s possible assist the National Health
Administrations, strongly backed up by thepeoples they
serve, to achieve this end. The WHO ecannot do this by
itself and without the active cooperation of the Health
Administrations any more than the Health AdminiStrations
can de 1t for their peoples unless the pedple'take an active
part. If Health Administrations need assistance in
organization then the WHO will help them. The Regional
Organizations, such as this one, present a splendid
opportuftity for developing full scale cooperation within
the region, to implement the world programs of wﬁo and to

solve problems of local regional lmportanece.



This brings me to eonsider eertalin problems which are
greatly exereising the mindé of the Health Officers of this
region. Agricultural development and inereases in produativity
are reterded because the farming population is by no meefis
as healthy as 1t could be &nd should be. The farmer who
suffers from schistosomiasis, Trachoms or other shronic aﬁd
debilitating conditiens can never be the backbone of resl
agricultural development, and food shortage id constantly
encouraging debility and reducing enterprise. Also, we
cannot look forward to successful industrialisatien until
we have a refgonably healthy farming population;-because
industrialisation well &ntiez eway from the land into
the faotories, the younger andfhéalthier pepple;_ Our
last position would then be worse than the first., I may
say that full and complete understanding and coordination
on these matters exists between the WHO andé the Food and
Agriculture'Organiﬁation of the Unlted Nations. This-point
of view and the general importance of good health <in sll
ecbnomic planning are of major significance to the work of
thé Economic Cemmission for the Middle East, in which we
all plsce such great hopes for the futude welfare ahd prosperity
of our countries. In this region, anyway, health must cdme
in the forefront of all our planning.

The needs are , of course, much greater than the budget
available. This position will net be mnusual to you all,

in your own work and it is certainly true on the world scale .



The Health Assembly approved a budget of about $ 5,000,000
for programme eonservatively estimated to cost over
$ 7,000,000 . 8o don’t be disappointed at the amounts
which will be available for work in the region in 1949.
In any case a § 7,000,000 budget would have been inadequate
to the needs and we must hope that a much more liberal
figure will be avallable for the 1950 program, if the
WHO is to make a really significant contributien to
the solution of the problems of heslth facing cur world
today. As I have said there will also be ample opportunities
within the region for mutual assistance. |

In conclusioh, I would like to say that I am =ure
you wiil show the same magnificent spirit of mutual
understanding and achieve>cooperation for better health
which has always been a feature of WHO , whether in
_the.Interim Commission, the Health Assembly or the Executive
Board. After all everyone here is seeking the same goal,
so there 1s no need to differ and I am sure we will make
a thoroughly worthwhile.contribution‘to fhe health of
the peoples of our Reglon.

I now conclude my remarks as Chairman of the
Executlve Board and wlll speak from now on as a member

of the Egyptian De.legation.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you.



