
THE A L E X A N E T A  RE(ZION4L HEALTH BITEAU 

ITS ORICIZh hND HIFTORY --. - - 
Following upon the  s ignature  of tile I n t e rna t i ona l  

Sani tary~Convent ion  of Par-s ,  1926,  the  Office In t e rna t i ona l  
dfHygi8ne publique, i n  v i r t u e  ~f  t he  au tho r i t y  conferred on it 
by Ar t i c l e  7  of the s a i d  C9nvend;on, undertobk t o  make the 
necessary arrangements with i r i 5 e r n a t i o n ~ l  s an i t a ry  organiza- 
t i o n  with the  ob jec t  of u t i l  1 s ing them a s  Regional Bureaux 
of e i~idemiologica l  i n t e l l i gence .  

The President  of the Sr.nitar2y Maritime and Quarantine 
Board of Egypt, one of t he  Xembers of the  Egyptian Delegation 
a t  the  Pur is  Conference of 1996 was inv i t ed  by the  Pres ident  
of t he  Permanent Committee and t he  Direc tor  of t he  Office t o  
a t t end  the Session of Apr i l  1926 of the  Permanent Committee 
wi th  a  view t o  d iscuss ing and def in ing what p a r t  t h e  Sani tary  
Maritime and Quarantine Boar?. of Egypt could assume under the  
terms of the  new Convention i n  the  co l l e c t i on  and transmission 
t o  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  concerned of t he  various epidemiological 
information provided f o r  i n  the In te rna t iona l  Sani tary  Con.- 
vention. 

The President  of the Sani tzry  Maritime and Quarantine 
Board of Egypt, who was pre3ent a t  t he  k p v i l  Session, was 
requested t o  zubm,t t o  the  3fff.ce a  sho r t  note containing 
proposals a s  t o  what t he  Quarantine Board could eventual ly 
undertake. I n  r ep ly  t o  t h i s  :equest, a  Noto was submitted, 
c i r cu l a t ed  and discussed a t  the  meotin: of tila 88th Apr i l  
1926 of t he  Off i c e  Into1 . ia t ional  dl IT-jgi8ne publique. 

A t  the  ordinary Ses . ion  of November 1927 of the  
Permanent Committee of t h e  Office,  t he  Pres ident  of the  
Sani tary  Maritime and Quarantine Board of Egypt submitted 
the  d r a f t  OF t'le Urrangemeqt which had been cs tab l i sned  i n  
agreement wi th  t h e  Directc? of t he  Office In t e rna t i ona l  
dfHygi8ne publique, whereby t he  Sani tary  Idaritir,e and Qua- 
r an t i ne  Board o f  Egypt would a c t  a s  a  Regioni.1 Bureau f o r  
the  IJea:- Eas t ,  and would exerc ise  tovvarus i t s  pa r , i c ipa t inq  
coun t r i es ,  under t he  r e s n o n L l b i l i t y  of t h 3  O f f ~ c e ~ t h e  d u t i e s  
delegated t o  t he  l a t t e r  by the  Inte-nat ional  San i ta ry  Con- 
vention. - 

The proposed Arrangement was unanimously adopted,as 
mentioned.above, a t  t he  meeting of November 9, 1387 and by 
t he  Sani tary  MaritFme and Quarantine Boazd of Egypt a t  i t s  
meeting of February 7, 1988. 

As a  r e s u l t  of  his Arr~ngement, the  Quarantine 
Board became the  o f f i c i a l  cent re  f o r  the  Near Eas t  f o r  t he  
exchange of i n f o m t l o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  epidemic d i seases  and i t s  
work would commence a s  soon a s  t he  1926 2on~rantion comes i n t o  
force .  



Although the  Regional Bureau worked temporarily 
though o f f i c i a l l y ,  a s  from the  5 t h  V?y, 1928, i ts formal exis tence  
b e n a n ~ i t h  the  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the  1926 Convention. t h a t  i n  tp 
mv on&v 3%L- 

A t  t h a t  da te  the  countr ies  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the  Bureau 
included; S.vria. Fre  om ??dl E ! ! ,  t&&x! 
and u. d y s t h : ' % w s l o n s  of  the  foil%%it%ern- 
ments were obtained: Trans,iordar,, A c r e a n  I s lands ,  Cvrenaica, 
T r ioo l i t an iq ,  Cwrus,  IIaltn. 

The San i ta ry  l i a r i t i ne  and Quarantine Board of 
ca r r i ed  ou t  the  d u t i e s  of a Reyional Bureau o f  Epiden- 

i c a l  I n foma t ion  f o r  t h o  Near Eas t  u n t i l  the  abolition of t h e  
which occurred i n  1930. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of the  Conferersc held i n  P a r i s  i n  
October 1938, the  San i ta ry  i.:aritine ~ind C,.,-ll.antine Board of 
Egypt which was util'.zec? by ti?(? Officz Ir . t .?rzational d ' ~ y g i & n e  
publique as a Regional Burim of Z ~ i ~ i w i n l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ a l  In te l l igence  
f o r  the  Near E a s t ,  was suppressed 31~! i t s  , a c t i v i t i e s  t rans-  
f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Egyptian 1 : i n i s t . r ~  of Pcblic  Health.  

The suppression of the  90ai'.3 r a i s ed  the  ques t icn  
a f  the  fu tu re  of the  Regic:i-il Bdreau :?sr t??e Near Z a s t .  

The Pernanent Corx~i t tec  of t'?e Office In te rna t -  
i o n a l  d8Hygi&ne publique w23 ~ir,:rious \ha t  t h i s  suppressicn 
should n o t  involve t h a t  of  the  Xegicr,.rll Bweau as the  
agreenent cr:ncluded by the  Off ice  ~ n t e r n e t i o n a i  d9Hygi8ne 
publique with the  Quarantine B a r d  fvr i t s  u t i l i z a t i o n  a s  ;? 

Regicnal Bureau had gj.ven Yxli sa?is.:';:.cticn, n c t  ofrdy as far 
IS the p a r t i c i p a t i n g  coc.ntxzics were c ::ncerned, bu t  to the  
o the r  count r ies  l ikewise. Besides, St, w a s  ccrisidered thet 
it was inp \ , r t an t  2s rega;"ds tke  infor!-,.ati-.n cn the Pilerim=. 

I n  order  ts preserve t h e  a,.'-;nntages dezived from 
the  Regi ina l  Bureau thi  i t l l : -dir~ dc: .!.baratlin was a d ~ p t e &  
by the  In t .~rnat . i r ihnl  Cinfer-nre :.f 1-38: 

"In  c rde r  t c  naint- l in these advantages, the  b e s t  
s3 lu t i on  wculd be t c  accept  t h e  obl ig ing ~ f f o r  c f  the  Ggyp- 
t i a n  Gcvernment tr-. assume the  du t i e s  ~f t h a t  crganisn o f  
which the  E ~ v ~ t i a n  Gcverrment wculd r ;  JVC i n  ', the  D i r e c t x  
~ n d .  cn the-c-ther side: w4u7'd ~ ~ n s i t ~ i i e  a t?,.mnisskn inc l -  

General of t h c  Off ice  Iintcmnati~.nal ~.;;!ygi':ne publique w ~ u l d  
be i nv i t ed  by t h e  2,gypclian GL,v.2r~~.l.len: t o  .iiiena the  meetings. 

The Ccmis s i cn  would e l e c t  i t s  Przsiilsnt.  

It w i l l  hold a meeting i n  t h e  Heae Oz'fice :,f the  Bureau 
during t h e  year 1939, <?nil w i l l  filx st e a c h s e s s i c n  the  
Cate i f  the  nex t  sess icn ,  I n  c?.sn cf nzces i i t y ,  it w i l l  
hr;le a sessicin whenever it w i l l  be r<.~uucstcc'. by the  
Egyptian Gaverment, <:r by a t  l e a s t  th ree  c f  i t s  fJenbers. 



Once that-Arganization est.ah1 i shod ,  it w i l l  work as 
the  Regi:nal Bureau of the  Office In t e rna t i ona l  d' 
~ y g i b n e  publique, on the  b a s i s  of an  agreement t o  be 
e&&d&hd i n  v i r t u e  of A r l i c l e  7 of the 1926 Conve- 
n t ion ,  similar t o  the  agreement now i n  force. The 
organism thus crea ted  w i l l  have the same i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
cha rac t e r  as the  ex i s t i ng  Bureau. 

The Bureau w i l l  work f o r  a  period of f i v e  years  and 
w i l l  continue t o  work by t a c i t  r ~ c n n r l ~ l r t . i a n . ~ ~  

The organizat ion contemplnted a t  the  ablove 
Conference w a s  n o t  edtabl ished on account of t h e  outbreak of 
h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  1939. 

Furthermore, owing t o  war time conditions, it was 
aecided towards the  end of Dscember 1940, t o  suspend the  
working of the  Regional Bureau of Epi r ? ~ . m i  01 ng ic s l  Information 
f c ~ r  t he  Near Eas t  a s  a  depenCency 3f the  Off ice  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
dPHygibne publique, and t o  replace  it by a s p e c i d  w a r  time 
service  unc?cr the  Quarantine Department of the Egyptian 
ILinistry of Public H e d t h .  

This  service  which included a t  the  beginning t h e  
fc l lcwing ccun t r ies  formerly p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the Regional 
Bureau, v i z ,  Egypt, Cyprus, I r a q ,  .P!Ialtt$, Pa les t ine ,  Anglo- 
Xgypgan Sudan, TransjorCan, receive!: the following ~ i h e s -  
ions: G i b r s l t a r  , ACen, Ugnn:in, Kenya, Tanganyika Zanzibar, 
former I t a l i a n  Colcnies i n  Eas t  Afr ica ,  B r i t i s h  Bomaliland, 
N i g ~ r i a ,  Gold Coast, Gambin, S i e r r a  Lecne, Syr ia  and Lebanon, 
French Equator ia l  A f r i c l ,  Belgian Cingo, Cyrennica <anr? T r i -  
p o l i t a n i . .  

A s  .L r e s u l t  ~f the  end of h- s t i l i t i e s ,  the  Reg ima l  
Bureau of Epidemiolcgical informati3n f t r  the  Near EQet 
a s u m e e  i ts  normal a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  1945 was create82 thi: Pan Arab League, which 
includes  Egypt, I raq ,  Syr ia ,  Lebnncn, Pa les t ine ,  Transjar l-w,  
Sau3i Arabia and Yemen. 

On A p r i l  6, 1946, the  Committee of t h a t  League decided 

Leame,  w i t h  the  mission t o  communicnte with the  similar 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c rgan iza t ions  i n  the  world fdr the  purpcse cf 
exchanging epidsmiclogical i n t e l l i gence ;  the  Bureau is 
e n t i t l e d  t o  accept  @e a d h e s i x  o f . o t h e r  ail jacent cduntr ies  
i f  such adhesicn i s  i n  accordance with i t s  purpose, on the  
c o n 5 i t i : ~ n  of t h e  apprcval c f  the  League C c m i t t e e .  

The Bureau w i ' l l  be named: 

PXN ARAB REGIONAL HLYLTH BUREAU. 



hs a temporary neRsure the new Bureau is  w~rking  
cn the same l i n e s  a s  those defined i n  We agreement betwecn 
the  Conseil Sani ta i re  Maritime and Q w a n t e n a i r e  
Office Internat ional  d s ~ y g i & n e  publique drawn up i n  z'E%te 1 8. anl the 

1, Notification by telegran t~ the  asscciatei: ccun- 
t r i e s ,  the  Office Internat ional  dbHygibne publique (naw t h e  
Wcrle Health Organization) anC the c ther  Regional Bureaux, 
the  i n f o m t i o n  receivea f ' ron the associated c ~ u n t r i e e  un<'cr 
' i r t i c l e s  1 and 6 (3O) ~f the  I n t e m t i c n a l  Sanitary Ocnven- 
t icn ,  1926. 

2, The no t i f i ca t ions  received unc:er Ar t i c l e s  1 2nJ 6 
(3O) abcve receive?. fron the associated countries a re  tran- 
smitted by wire to the Office I n t a n a t i o n e l  d2Hyl;ibne publique 
(now t o  the  World Health Organization) and the ~ t h e r  Regian2l 
Bureaux. 

3. The information receiver? under Ar t i c l e  2 ?f the 
ccnventi.cn, when it i s  not  p a r t  of the  nc t i f i ca t ions  receivee 
under . 'xt icle 1 and do not  necessi ta te  a transnission by 
telefiram a r e  comunicated to the author i t ies  ment i~nec uncer 
Pzras. i and 2 above, by post,  

4. Week y telegram o f  cases and deaths (Article 4 o f  
the  Cmventiank m e  c ther  information prcvideC f o r  i n  
Ar t ic le  4 cf  the  Conoention i e  communicated by psst .  

5. Transmissicn of the  inform t i o n  received unr3.er 
Br t i c l e  6 ( r a t  plague) by wire ot by l e t t e r  to the author- 
i t i e s  mentioned i n  Pe;raa. 1 and Z . 
6. The not i f ioa t ions  received under Ar t i c l e  12 of the  
Convention - no t i f i ca t ion  of the  cessation of the infection- 
a r e  transmitted by wire to the World Health Organization and 
the  Regional Bureaux, and by wire o r  by l e t t e r  t o  the assoc- 
i a t e d  countries. 

7. The not i f ica t ions  received under Ar t i c l e  16 of the  
Convention regarding the appl icat ion ofmeasures <?gainst 
a r r i v a l s  from infected l o c a l i t i e s  o r  the withdrawal thereof, 
a r e  communicated by telegram t o  the World Health Orgmiza- 
t i o n  and the Regional Bureaux, 3nd the  par t ic ipa t ing  countries 
concerned. 

Code i The code used f o r  these n o ~ ~ c a t i o n s  is the AA 
Cable code. 



Xot_:.f i c a t  - iong 

(a)  ;ieception o ~ b i . ~ c a t i o n  from t h e  a f f i l i a t e d  
count r ies  of the  depsr ture  cf  ? pi lg r i r .  sh ip  from t h e i r  country 
and transmission t o  the associa ted  count r ies  and the  
singapore Bureal:, 

(b) N ~ t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the  associa ted  count r ies  by wire 
o f  t.he existence of  in fec t ious  d isexses  a t  B o r  among t h e i r  
na t iona l s .  

(c)  Not i f i ca t ion  t o  *e associqted  countr ies  by wire 
of the  departure from Tor of -;hips t ranspor t ing  t h e i r  nation- 
a l s .  

Up t o  1939, the  Regional Bureau of  Alexandria 
co l l ec t ed  :he r e p o r t s  of 't-ie countr ies  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the 
pilgrimage, including the  cocn t r ies  of the  Near E a s t ,  iCamman 
Quar. - n t i n e  S ta t ion ,  Algeria,  Lilnisia, Morocco, and pr in ted  
them i n  a volur.le which was disWibutecl to a l l  count r ies  through 
t h e  Off ice  In t e rna t i ona l  d7Hygi8ne publique. The r e p o r t  
included chapter:. on the  work ca r r i ed  out  a t  Tor S t a t i on ,  
t h e  work done by the  Bacteriological Laboratdry a t  Tor, the  
wcrk ca r r i ed  out  a t  Kamar,an Qunrar t ine  s t a t i s n .  

fib7.; ca' ions. 

The infb:.nation cv l l ec t ed  by the  Regional Bureau 
f o r  t h e  Near Eas t  was gfithered i n  a weekly p r in t ed  Wll lee t in  
e n t i t l e d  n7u l le t in  Quaranten:iiren i n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  d a i l y  
s t e n c i l e d  no t i f i c a t i ons .  

The Bu l l e t i n  was suppressed i n  1940 end replaced 
by n weekly ep idemio l~g ic -1  s t enc i l ed  buLletin. 

The in forna t icn  co l lec ted  f rox  t h e  asscjciated 
count r ies  is weekly brcadcnsted thrrjugh Abu Z 6 9 a l  S t r i t i c r l ,  
near  Ci i ra ,  every Wednesday st 8 Glfl c.n a wavtlen@h of 
25,189 motres, irequency 119'3 ki locycles .  

The message i s  transmit ted i n  clear .  

Transmitter c a l l  sigx SUW. 



With a view t o  s e t t l i n g  a considerable number of 
working d e t a i l s ,  it was decided t o  mi l l  a conference of t h e  
San i ta ry  Author i t i e s  of t he  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  countr ies .  The 
conference ksd an  u n o f f i c i a l  charac ter ,  i t s  ob jec t  was t o  f i x  
t h b  working d e t a i l s  on the  ba s i s  of t he  p r inc ip l e s  a l ready 
l a i d  down in  t he  new Convention. The program with which the  
Conference would dea l  was the  following : 

1. To f i x  the  d e t a i l s  necessary f o r  the  bvorking of t he  
Regional Bureau in conformity wi th  the  terms of the Arrange- 
ment drawn up between t he  Off ice  In t e rna t i ona l  d ' ~ y g i 8 n e  
publique and t h e  San i ta ry  Maritime and Quarantine Board of 
Egypt. It was deemed necessary t h a t  - in order t o  f u l f i l  t h e  
misgion en t rus ted  t o  t h e  m a r a n t i n e  Board by the  Off i c e  I n t e r -  
na t i ona l  drHygi&ne publique - a personal exchange of views 
between t he  represen ta t ives  of the  Health se rv ices  of t he  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  countr ies  should take  place t o  discuss;  

2. The na tu re  of t he  code t o  be used f o r  t he  exchange 
of t e legraph ic  communications; 

3. The use of wi re less  f o r  the  same purpose; 

4. The synchronization of the  da tes  of publ ica t ion  of 
t he  e p i d e ~ i o l o g i c a l  b u l l e t i n s  i n  the  various p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
countr ies ;  

5. The arrangement t o  de f ine  t h e  nature  of information 
t o  be exchanged a s  regards  the  movement of pi lgr ims - t o  
s e t t l e  p r a c t i c a l  ques t ions  in connection with t h e  measuro- 
ment of p i lg r im ships.  

In  order  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the  d iscuss ions  two conferences 
were arranged. The f i r s t  one was he ld  a t  Alexandria f o r  t h e  
countr ies  i n  tho Eastern Moditeranean bas in  and I r aq ,  from 
March 26th t o  28th, 1988. It was a t tended by a dolegate f o r  
Cyrenaica, two f o r  Egypt, two f o r  I raq ,  one f o r  Pa les t ine ,  
on0 f o r  t he  S t a t e s  of Syr ia ,  Lebanon, Alaouites  and Djebel 
Druze . 

The second conference f o r  t he  countr ies  bordering on 
the  Red Sea was held  a t  Erkewit ( Sudan ) on Apr i l  30 - May 
1, 19%8 which was a t tended by Delegates f o r  E r i t r e a ,  French 
Somaliland, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and Egypt. 

Alexandria Conference - March B6-28, 1938 

The r e so lu t i ons  taken a t  t h i s  conference may be 
s u m a r  ized a s  follows : 

-YT As regards not i f j .ca t ions  of f i r s t  cases o f  plague, 
a no i i c a t i o n  w i l l  be made by telegram on the  occurrence 
of a f i r s t  case of human or  r a t  plague a f t e r  t h e  l o c a l i t y  
has been declared  f r e e -  a s  regards po r t s  and g r ea t  cent res .  



A s  regards r u r a l  circumscriptions a te legraphic  n o t i f i c e -  
t i o n  i s  made on the  occurrence of a case a f t e r  a period of 
s i x  months. There is  no necess i ty  f o r  n spec i a l  no t i f l c a -  
t i o n  by telegram when plague appears in a new circumscrip- 
t i !m contiguous t o  an lnf octed circumscription. A speo i a l  
telegram must be sen t  in the  case of pneumonic plague. 

(b 1 The de t a i l ed  inforn-.tion provided f o r  in A r t i c l e  2 
of the  Convention w i l l  be sent  by wire in case of a new 
epidemic l a rge ly  d i f fused occurring in a port  o r  a g r ea t  c i t y ,  
o r  in case of occurrence of pneumonic plague. In  o ther  cases 
a r epo r t  i s  s en t  by l o t t e r ,  

( C  1 The r epo r t s  on the  pilogress of the  epidemic and the  
measures taken t o  prevent i t s  spread under A r t i c l e  4 of tho 
Convention w i l l  be s en t  in the  same conditions a s  Para. ( b ) ,  

(a )  Weekly telegrams of cases and deaths w i l l  be sen t  
weekly by the  associa ted  countrios t o  the  Regional Bureau. 

( e  1 Weekly BuLletin of Infect ious  d iseases  t o  be s en t  
weekly by post. 

( f )  The r epo r t s  on t h e  examination of r a t s  and f l e a s  in  
the  ?arts w i l l  be sent  nqnthly t o  tho Ftegional Bureau accorcl- 
ing t o  a model drawn up by the  Regional Bureau. 

Cholera : - 
( a )  A s  regards cholera,  the  appearance of suspected aasea 
should be n o t i f l e d  f o r  thc i n f ~ r m r ~ t i o n  of o ther  countr ies  
onl),  it being understoor! t h a t  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  can be taken 
u n t i l  confirmation i s  mceived.  

(b ) A s  regards f i r s t  cases the  sane procedure w i l l  be 
adopted a s  under Plague. As regards t h e  ( l e t a i l ed  i n f o r m -  
t i on  - in view of t h e  importance of cholera - the  rvpor t  
sill be transmittecl always by telegram. 

( C  1 When cholera appears in a country, the  spreading of 
t h e  d isease  t o  an important town w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  by telegram, 
a s  well  a s  t h e  appearance of the  d isease  In a newly infected  
r u r a l  l o c a l i t y ,  no t  d i r e c t l y  contiguous t o  a r u r a l  l o c a l i t y  
previously in iec ted .  

(a) The r epo r t s  on the  progress of cholera must be a s  
complete a s  possible and sen t  by l e t t e r .  A weekly telegram 
of cases and deaths must be sen t  on the  same l i n e s  a s  under, 
Plague. 

Typhus an? sm,. 11~3~: 

(a ) In view of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of determining what con- 
s t i t u t e s  a n  epidemic of t y p h s  o r  smallpox, the  decision i s  
l e f t  t o  t h e  apprecia t ion of the  Infected country. 

<b ) The progress of tho epidemic of  smallpox and typhus 
w:ll be n o t i f i e d  in t h e  we0:rly tel3gram of cases and deaths 
and given separately a s  regards pos ts , la rge  c i t i e s  and r u r a l  
centres .  



Measures prescribed ( A r t i c l e  16 of the  Convention): 

The n o t i f i c a t i o n  of the  measures taken o r  t h e i r  with- 
drawal m i l l  be t ransmit ted by the  associa ted  countr ies  t o  t h e  
Regional Bureau by wire.  

Pilgrimage: 

(a  1 The associaterl  countr ies  w i l l  n o t i f y  the  Regional 
Bureau of the  departure of a pi lgrim sh ip  from t h e i r  country 
and the  Regional Bureau w i l l  c o ~ i c a t e  t h i s  information t o  
the  assoc ia ted  countr ies  and t o  the Singapore Bureau. 

(b  1 The Regional Bureau w i l l  n c t i f y  the  associa ted  
countr ies  of the exis tence  of Infect ious  d iseases  a t  Tor 
among t h e i r  na t iona l s .  

( c )  The Regional Bureau w i l l  n o t i f y  the  assoc ia ted  
countr ies  concerned, by telegram, of the  departure from Tor 
of ships  t ranspor t ing  t h e i r  na t iona l s .  

Code: The Wi Code was adopted f o r  the  exchange of epidem- 
m i c a 1  i n f o r m t i o n .  

Broadcast : Thc: Regional Bureau w i l l  make the  necessary 
arrangements f o r  a weekly broadcast including a l l  the  
epidemiological information received 'dming t h e  week. 

VJe ek: The In te rna t iona l  week adopted by Singapore-Bureau 
i .e .  including the  period from Saturday midnight t o  Saturday 
midnight was adopted by t h e  Conference. 

Obligat ions of t h e  Alexandria Regional Bureau: 

I. ( a )  Telegraphic n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the  In t e rna t i ona l  Health 
Office and the  Regional Bureaux and tho associa ted  count r ies  
of information received under A r t i c l e  1 and 6 ( 3 O )  of t h e  
Convention from the  associa ted  countr ies .  

( b )  Transmit t o  the pa r t i c ipa t i ng  countr ies  a l l  i n f ~ r m a -  
t i o n  received from t h e  Off ice  In te rna t iona l  d f ~ y g i e n e  publique 
and the  Regional Bureaux, e i t h e r  by l e t t e r  or  by telegram 
when t h e  Regional Bureau of Alexandria considers t h a t  the  in- 
formation is  urgent. 

11. ( a )  Transmit t o  the  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  countr ies ,  the  In t e r -  
na t i ona l  Health Office and the  Regional Bureaux the  informa- 
t i o n  received from pa r t i c ipa t i ng  countr ies  under A r t i c l e  S3 of 
t h e  Convention. 

(b) Transmit t o  the  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  countr ies ,  the  in-  
formation received under A r t i c l e  of t h e  Convention from 
the  Office In te rna t iona l  dv~yg iane  publique and the  Regional 
Bureaux. 

These n o t i f i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be made e i t h e r  by l e t t e r  o r  
by telegram according t o  t h e  urgency of the  communication and 



considering the  geograpi~ical  p0s i t i .m of the  infected  
country and the  c o u n t ~ y  receiving t h i s  no t i f i c a t i on .  

111. Transriission of the  information received under 
A r t i c l e  4 of t h e  Convention. 

I V  . Transmission by post t o  the associa ted  countr ies ,  
t h e  In t e rna t i ona l  Health Office dnd the  Regional Bureaux of 
t h e  meekly r epo r t s  on the  oxanination cf r a t s  under A r t i c l e  
6 of the  Convention. 

V. Transmission by telegram t o  the  In t e rna t i ona l  Health 
Office and the  Regional Bureaux, and by l e t t e r  o r  telegram 
t o  the  assoc ia ted  countr ies  concerned,of the  te legraphic  
r epo r t s  r eoeived from the  associated countr ies  regarding 
the  cessa t ion  of in fec t ion  under A r t i c l e  18 of t h e  Convention. 

V I .  The n o t i f i c a t i o n s  received unde-. Ar t i c l e  16 of t h e  
Convention r e  the  measur~&rescr ibed a,,e conmud cated by 
telegram t o  tho In te rna t iona l  I e a l t h  Office and the  Regional 
Bureaux, and a l s o  t o  the  associated countr ies  t o  which t h i s  
communication may be of i n t e r e s t .  In  othor cases the  in for rn-  
t i on  is t ransmit ted  by post.  

E r k t v i t  Conferenc: - Apri l  30 - May 1, 1988 

In  add i t ion  t o  the  question on the  agenda of t h a ~  
Conference, s imi la r  t o  the  Alexandr,a Conf~rence ,  the  Erkew:.t 
Conference had the  object  of consulting the  c sun t r i e s  border- 
ing on th.0 Red Sea a s  re;ards the  R e ~ u l a t i o n s  which the  
Quarantine Board of Egypt had t o  pre,>are i n  accordance wi th  
A r t i c l e  95 of the  1nternati . lnal Sar i t a r y  Convention of i386 
f o r  the  t ranspor t  of pilgrims i n  the  Red Sea. 

A preliminary proS3ct was drawn up which was l a t e r  
pub?ished'by the  Quarantine B m r d  of Egypt. 

The Erkewit Conference r a t i f i e d  the  reso lu t ion  taken 
by the  Alexandria Conference and decided t o  charge tho 
Regi?nnl Bureau of A.lexandria t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s tandara p i lgr im 
booklet  f o r  a l l  pilgrimitof the  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  countr ies ,  
bv e e r e i n  w the  
r e s u l t  of t h e  medical examinations car-ied ou t  on tho way 
t o  the  H3djaz. 

Beirut  Conference - January 1989 

In January 1989, a  confdrence was held,  under the  
auspices of t h e  Regional Bureau f o r  tho  Near East, a t  Be i ru t*  
f o r  the  establishment of r u l e s  t o  gcivern the  pilgrimage. Tho 
conference was at tended by: Egypt, P a l e Y  Line, Iraq,  Trans- 
jordan and t h e  Levant S t a t e s  ( Syria and Ledanon ) -  Tlle 
dec i s iomtaken  include: 



1. .The ob l iga t ion  f o r  each country t o  n o t i f y  the  
Regional Bureau of t he  approxinaLe number of ?i lgr im, two 
months before the pilsrimage. 

2 .  The ob l iga t ion  f o r  oich pi lgr im to be vaccinated 
before h i s  departure a.gainst smallpox and cho1,ra (two in -  
j cc t ions )  l e s s  than six months ' ~ e f o r ,  the  dep l r tu re .  A s  
regards ant i-plague i n ~ c u l a t i o n  t h i s  i s  o p t i m a l  and may beap-  
pJ.3.M.l only i f  epidemiological circumstances would requ i re  
such a measure. 

3. No pi lgr im pass can be d s l i v e r ~ 3  unless  t he  p i lgr im 
produces a  r e t u r n  t i c k e t .  

4. The country of o r i g i n  w i l l  be r3sponsible  tov l rds  
the  countr ies  of t r a n s i t  f o r  the  r e p a t r i a t i o n  and the  ex- 
penses incurred  i n  these  countr ies  by dny pilgrim. 

5. The t r t i n s i t  by land rnust be made by con t ro l l ed  
convoys, and uLider the  spec i a l  conditions es tab l i shed  between 
neighbolirLng ct unt- i e s .  

6. A l l  Moh:xmedan travell .ers w i t h ,  an ord!naray pas spor t  
w i l l  - during t n e  p i lgr im season - be c ~ n s i d e :  ed a s  pi lgr ims 
and s ib jected t o  the  regi l lat ions governing pi lgr ims.  

7. The pi lnr ims w i l l  fo'low ontA of the  approved 
i t b i e r a r i e s  01 t he  outward journey s well. a s  on t he  r e t u r n  
journey. 

A t  the  I i l te rn2t ional  Sr.nitary CcLlference held i n  
Pa r i s  in October 1938, it wa- agreed t h a t  a Commissicn in- 
cludi:*.g t echn ica l  r ep~esen tu tSves  of the a f f  i l i a t e d  countrjiss ? 

would be constitil'ed and t h a t  it vould hold i t s  f i r s t  sess ion 
ic 1939, and t h a t  a t  each sessi .>n it  would f i x  t h s  da t e  of 
t h e  next  sess ion.  

Due t o  the  outbi7eal; or:' h o s t i l i t i e s ~  in 1939 t he  new 
organiza t ion  was no t  es tabl lshed.  



Mr. Chairman, Gxcellerurtw, fiedie& a Ge* 
I have great pleasure Jtp p ~ ~ i t ~  M $W -6 %k%$ 

Regknal fkmit tee  ndmimh Dr. ajz Tewfik f h W W - 4  ,Psshk, 

for the position of Directo* *r Wm & E ~ S ~ ~ M . ~ ~ - C B F F B N ~  

R e g i o p a L  Offlee. 

It seams slumst superflww ko mi&& ylru m f  8hbasM 

Pasha qualificatians for this  rffltae but ,%l w3.d .d be 

wilre te have tthng~ "On the refiardw w I w&% try tb do sb. 

His qualities and h i s  e-er%enm In my sp%nion, and I 

a m  sure, i n  yours a l s o ,  make R b  JPn ides1 ut20$W Car % i s  

impertant off  ice .  

Indeed the twe highly respaashbx-e -iW# be %% plrtrsG~S 

holds will recommend hLm to yBnr @s?i ZalRdlra'bZB s ~ E b 8 e t f ~ n .  

He i s  Under Secretary -2 S t a t e  Pbr PublZci HB&ZW Far the 

Kingdom cf Egypt  and we a l l  b w  W3.m im96 m r ~  
snd Fsresight 'le has graced this -6198nt19 BdSb. Ke ttZt B l s l s  

Ciai-man of the Exerutire Bsa.rd af ths%B$l!& 

Crcaniz;l?Aan. As .a member of  *Ma- t  Imad I %Wm t;. 
the r i s i l o n  and eff%el.enuy .rf t h b  Chei*mria&&p an$ 2 may 

s . ~ . ,  j* tfie p m c  g t  whlah he has kept hls ? & 1 ~ P I b e r s .  

's;orking. 

i need sny  I J t t l r s  mare, %owha Pasha baS a dfstingu2&%d 

ri;xlc~ri a ?  YEC ;.I- '51f8 H a n l t ! ~  a f  his own, +owntry. Ln internatPa& 
,. . 
.::i:t:i :. ?ti A? f si~rr, and v l  th the Warld Health O~gsa%se-trZon.. We 

L;'kn*% i:i,r pars3n212y and we Isn~iv h m  aeep2y and genuinely 
. - . . . 
,,,* -;ci . . : 4 - .n>,- v i r ,  w werld. spproaeP6 ko hei3@1+ 

.( k.cTre cor6asu;l.r i n  propos&q &@e:~nxi.netion.&S * , . ~ ~ . ~ ~  ..... - - . r. 


