
Address by  

Dr ALA ALWAN 

 REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the  

THIRD ANNUAL REGIONAL MEETING TO SCALE UP THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS POLITICAL DECLARATION ON PREVENTION AND 

CONTROL OF NONCOMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

Cairo, Egypt, 27–29 April 2015 
 

Distinguished Guests, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this third annual regional meeting to scale up the 

implementation of the United Nations political declaration on the prevention and control of 

noncommunicable diseases.  

This year, our annual meeting is somewhat unique. Joining us, for the first time, are the 

national managers and focal points for all NCD prevention programmes. We have all come 

together to scale up the implementation of the commitments made in the political declaration 

and in the regional framework for action. This meeting presents an important opportunity to 

review the challenges to implementation, particularly in light of the limited time remaining 

before the next global comprehensive review of progress planned to take place in 2018.  

Since we last met in April 2014, there have been important developments in relation to 

the commitments made by Member States in the political declaration. Allow me to provide you 

with an overview of the most important developments so far, and of the implications for our 

Region. 

In July 2014, the United Nations General Assembly completed a comprehensive review 

of the progress made in implementing the political declaration since 2011. It was 

acknowledged that progress has been insufficient and uneven, and that there is a need to move 

from commitment to action. To this effect, leaders and ministers renewed their commitment to 

the political declaration and, also committed to implementing the four time-bound measures 

laid out in the outcome document. That is:  

 

  

 

 



 

• B

m

• B

D

for inclu

framewo

not mate

Eastern 

resolutio

Board in

Director

countrie

documen

States in

contribu

progress

O

control o

first end

I

order to 

buys’. 

T

promote

commer

These p

noncomm

A

Executiv

us not se

role in a

they now

By 2015, M

multisectora

By 2016, M

During that 

usion of an a

ork was to m

erialize. How

Mediterrane

on was endo

n January 20

r-General to

s in realizin

nt. This tech

n better mon

uted substan

s indicators 

Over the pa

of noncomm

dorsed by th

In parallel, 

support the

The Region

e healthy l

rcial practic

population-b

municable d

As emphasiz

ve Board, th

ee history re

advocating f

w need to liv

Member State

al action pla

Member State

same meeti

accountabil

measure pro

wever, at th

ean, the issu

orsed by Me

015. A cons

o publish a t

ng the comm

hnical note 

nitoring and

ntially to the

are aligned

st year, man

municable d

he Regional 

we are wo

e implement

al Committ

lifestyles, w

ces that pro

based prev

diseases.  

zed repeate

he progress 

epeat itself i

for more str

ve up to the

es are to set

ans. 

es are to red

ing, our reg

ity framewo

ogress by th

he Sixty-firs

ue of an acc

ember State

sensus was r

technical no

mitments inc

contains a s

d reporting o

e preparation

d with the in

ny Member

diseases, gu

Committee

orking on le

tation of the

tee has also 

with a spe

omote unhe

ventive inte

dly by man

made betwe

in 2018. Me

ingent acco

e momentum

2

t national ta

duce risk fa

gion led, and

ork in the o

he next revie

st Session o

countability

es. The reso

reached by 

ote on how W

cluded in th

set of progr

on progress

n of this tec

ndicators of 

r States hav

uided by the

e in 2012 an

egislation s

e proven co

endorsed a

ecial focus

althy produ

erventions 

ny Member 

een 2011 an

ember State

ountability m

m that they h

argets, and d

ctors, and s

d played an 

utcome doc

ew period in

f the WHO 

y framework

lution was t

which the E

WHO will r

he political d

ress indicato

. The Regio

chnical note

the regiona

ve accelerate

e regional f

nd has been 

specific to 

ost-effective

a new initiat

s on count

ucts, particu

remain at 

States durin

nd 2014 wa

es of our reg

mechanisms

have create

develop/stre

trengthen h

important r

cument. The

n 2018. Reg

Regional C

k was raised

taken to the

Executive B

report progr

declaration 

ors that will 

onal Office s

e in order to

al framework

ed action on

framework f

updated ann

noncommu

e interventio

tive to prote

tering the 

ularly those

the core o

ng the latest

s insufficien

gion have pl

s in measuri

d.  

engthen nati

health system

role in, advo

e purpose of

gretfully, thi

Committee f

d, and a rela

e WHO Exe

Board reque

ress made b

and 2014 o

l assist Mem

secretariat h

o ensure that

rk for action

n the preven

for action. 

nually since

unicable dis

ons, known 

ect public h

largely un

e targeting 

of the resp

t session of 

nt and unev

layed an ex

ing progress

ional 

ms. 

ocating 

f the 

is did 

for the 

ated 

ecutive 

sted the 

by 

outcome 

mber 

has 

t the 

n.  

ntion and 

This was 

e.  

seases, in 

as ‘best-

ealth and 

nopposed 

children. 

ponse to 

the 

ven. Let 

xemplary 

s, and 



 

I

challeng

and con

beyond, 

bound c

desired p

to the so

I

necessar

translatin

I

T

I would like

ges impedin

ntrol of non

to identify

commitment

political wil

olutions iden

In conclusio

ry tool. Plea

ng those co

I wish you a

Thank you. 

e to use thi

ng your prog

ncommunica

y optimal s

ts for 2015 

ll.  After th

ntified in or

on, I urge 

ase be assu

ommitments

all a success

s meeting a

gress in imp

able disease

olutions tha

and 2016. 

is meeting, 

rder to meet

you once a

ured that WH

s into action

sful meeting

3

as a platfor

plementing 

es.  We wil

at can facil

 This will

we will cal

t these comm

again to m

WHO is alwa

ns. 

g and fruitfu

rm to work 

the politica

ll work tog

litate your 

pave the w

ll upon your

mitments. 

make use of 

ays ready to

ul outcomes

with you, t

al declaratio

gether durin

progress in

way for the 

r esteemed 

f this meeti

o support al

s.  

to identify 

on on the pr

ng this meet

n meeting t

achieveme

ministers to

ing as a tim

ll Member 

the main 

revention 

ting, and 

the time-

ent of the 

o commit 

mely and 

States in 


