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5 strategic priorities for the 
Region 2012-2016

• Health system strengthening towards 
universal health coverage

• Health security and control of communicable 
diseases

• Maternal and child health and nutrition
• Prevention and control of noncommunicable

diseases
• Emergency preparedness and response
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Health systems strengthening 
towards universal health coverage
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Framework for action on advancing 
universal health coverage in the Region
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Universal health coverage

• Extending population coverage
• Delivering the essential package 

of services
• Financial risk protection
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Health system 
country profiles
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Health technology assessment
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Family practice approach
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Family practice approach

Scaling up production and 
retention of family 

physicians
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Medical education: trends in 
establishment of medical schools 

in the Region [n=153]
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Trends in medical schools in the 
public and private sectors [n=138]
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Hospital care 
and 

management
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Private sector

Developing technical guidance to 
strengthen national capacity to 

assess, regulate and partner with the 
private sector
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Regional framework for health 
information and core indicators
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Eastern 
Mediterranean 
Region core 

indicators registry
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Civil registration and vital statistics: estimated 
coverage of birth and death registration

(Data available 2012-2015)

Birth registration Death registration

38%

> 6 million 10 million 

62%

RegisteredUnregistered UnregisteredRegistered

61%

39%
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Civil registration and vital statistics: medical 
certification of death (%)

(Data available 2012-2015)

61%
21%

18%

Deaths NOT
registered

Deaths 
registered
medically certified

Deaths registered
NOT medically certified
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Public health law 
and legislation
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Maternal and child health
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Maternal and child health
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Saving the lives of mothers and 
children
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Global strategy for women’s, 
children’s and adolescents’ health,

Introduction of the Annual Report Dr Ala Alwan WHO 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 23



WHO−UNICEF estimates of DTP3 
coverage, 2014
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DTP3 
unvaccinated
3.2 million, 

19%

DTP3 
vaccinated
14.2 million, 

81%

DTP3 unvaccinated
DTP3 vaccinated

DTP3: 3.2 million unvaccinated 
infants in the Region, 2014

Source: WHO−UNICEF estimates
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Source: Countries’ reports
Kuwait: no reports in 2014

EMR incidence rate: 14.79/million
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New vaccines
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Global vaccine action plan
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HIV/AIDS
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Eligible people 
receiving antiretroviral 
therapy

2006

5209

2014

37 698



Hepatitis
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Reported malaria cases in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, 2000-2014
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Global 
technical 

strategy for 
malaria 

2016-2030
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Tuberculosis 
prevalence 

and 
mortality 

1990-2013
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Tuberculosis: contribution to the regional 
gap between estimated and notified cases
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Health security: assessment, surveillance and 
rapid response to health threats
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Health security: Ebola preparedness 
assessment missions

Introduction of the Annual Report Dr Ala Alwan WHO 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 36



Health security: infection 
prevention and control
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Health security: closing 
knowledge gaps
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Regional IHR implementation
(Source: 2012−2014 IHR monitoring tool)
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Regional IHR implementation and Ebola preparedness 
assessment missions: major gaps identified 

Multisectoral coordination Capacities at points of entry
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Food safety
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Noncommunicable diseases: 
regional framework for action
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Noncommunicable diseases: 
reducing risks, promoting health 
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Tobacco use among youth by WHO Region
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Noncommunicable diseases: 
regulatory actions
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Implementing the Political Declaration of 
the United Nations General Assembly on 

Noncommunicable Diseases

UN General Assembly  (New York, 19-20 September 2011)
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Mental health interventions: “Best buys”
Health care Promotion and prevention Emergencies

• Integration of early recognition 
and management of 
depression, anxiety, 
psychosis disorders, epilepsy 
in the basic health delivery 
package 

• Legislative and regulatory 
measures that restrict 
access to the means for self-
harm/suicide

• Embedding mental health and 
psychosocial support in 
national emergency 
preparedness response and 
recovery plans

• Downsizing of long stay 
mental institutions and 
relocation to community-
based care

• Mass public awareness 
campaigns promoting mental 
health literacy and reducing 
stigma and discrimination

• Provision of psychological 
interventions  through 
community workers in 
complex emergencies 

• Continuing care for severe 
mental disorders (such as 
psychosis) through non-
specialist service delivery

• Universal and targeted 
social and emotional 
learning programmes using  
a whole school approach

• Recognition and management 
of mental health problems that 
are relevant to emergencies

• Provision of care for complex 
and severe mental disorders 
in psychiatric units in general 
hospital settings 

• Parenting skills programmes
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Substance 
abuse
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Eastern Mediterranean Region: 2nd highest 
road traffic death rate (2010)
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Emergency preparedness and 
response
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Polio eradication
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Polio eradication: responding to 
outbreaks
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Polio eradication: cases 2014–15 as 
at 15 September



Emergency preparedness
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Emergency response
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Emergency response
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Emergency response
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Emergency and outbreak 
response
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Emergency preparedness and 
response: regional restructuring
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WHO humanitarian operations 
and logistics
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Country 
profiles



WHO reform
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Regional Committee 2014
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Essential 
public 
health 

functions
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Leadership for health 
programme
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Fourth seminar on health 
diplomacy

Introduction of the Annual Report Dr Ala Alwan WHO 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean 67



Sustainable development 
goals 2016-2030
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Working together to improve 
the health of our region
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