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A natlonal  seminar on Drlnking Water Quality was held a t  the 

Department of Primary Health Care,  Ministry of Health, Amman, 

Jordan from 17 to 19 September 1985. The purpose of the 

seminar was to introduce the WHO Guidelines for  Drinking Water 

Q u a l ~ t y  and to acqualnt Jordanian sector authori t ies with the 

new approach adopted in i t s  formulation. 

1.2 The sublect of drinking water s tandards  a n d  the  measures 

necessary to protect water sources used for potable supplles 

has  been the cause of much debate i n  Jordan.  In  addit ion,  

the wide spread use of bottled waters led to discussions a s  to  

the adequacy of current  s tandards .  The holding of the 

semlnar was seen then a s  both timely and  a useful rnechanlsm 

by which to draw together the views of different sector agencies. 

1 3  The semlnar was supported by the Eastern Mediterranean 

Reglonal Offlce (EMRO)  of WHO and  organised by the EMRO 

Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA) which i s  

based in Jordan. Mr. W . H .  Lewls from Coventry and  

D r  B.  Comrnins from Maidenhead, both in the  United Kingdom, 

were appointed a s  short terrl consultants t o  prepare and present 

p p ~ r s  and Mr. P F Hi l lmn ,  who was based i n  CEHA. m s  asked t o  

a , s ~  st WL t h  the organization of the seminar 



1 L The National Seminar on Drlnklng Water Quality was  opened 

by H . E .  Mlnister of Health. 

The inauguration ceremony was a t tended by a l a r g e  number of 

representa t lves  from different Government Ministries, var ious  

Departmental Representatives of both the  Yarmouk a n d  Jordan 

Universities a n d  also In ternat ional  Agencies. 

Dr S. Qubain ,  the Dlrector of Primary Health Care Department, 

Mlnistry of Health, introduced the  theme of the Seminar a n d  was 

followed by Mr. Shawky Bishara (CEHA) who described the 

o b j e c t ~ v e s  a n d  aims of the WHO Guidelines for Drinking Water 

Qual i ty ,  especial ly i n  relat lon to  the Internatlcnal Drlnklng- 

Water Supply a n d  Sanitation Decade. 

H . E .  Minister of Health i n  h l s  welcoming address  explained the  

role of the Jordanian  Ministry of Health i n  ensur lng  the q u a l ~ t y  

of d r ink lng  water  supplied to the  Jo rdan ian  people. H.E. i n  

h ~ g h l i g h t i n g  some of the problems of d r ink ing  water  s tressed 

t h a t  the Seminar should a lso  d iscuss  the  q u a l i t y  of bottled 

d r ink ing  wa te r ,  now--on sa le  to  the p u b l l c ,  i n  Jordan.  

1.5 The Seminar was attended by 23 senior s taf f  from 11 sector 

agencles a n d  government departments. In addi t ion ,  there were 

4 observers .  ( see  Annex 1) 



1.6 The Seminar received considerable medla coverage both on 

television ( the  opening ceremony) and  in the press.  Texts of 

the opening addresses a r e  given in Annex 3.  

The programme was arranged to promote discussion and  encourage 

evchange of views. Each presentation was followed by a period 

for clarif ication,  and special panel discussion sessions were held 

for more open wide ranging debate. This format proved 

par t icular ly  good. The detailed programme i s  given in 

Annex 2 .  

hlr Lewis,presented a paper which deal t  with the  general  

philosophy underlying the compilation of the WHO Guidelines 

for Drinking-Water Quality. The presentation described the 

procedure adopted by WHO when compiling the previous water 

quali ty s tandards .  The usefulness of previous drinking-water 

qual l ty  s tandards  was highlighted but detai led reference was 

made to the numerous verbal  and written comments and  

criticisms -. - . which, in total apparently limited the international  

application of such s tandards  throughout the world 

The new Guidelines philosophy was explained,  emphasising t ha t  

the recommended Guideline values a r e  based on health-related 

conslderatlons, cogniscence being taken of the levels of 

contaminants In the environment i n  allocating par t icular  values 

to water. It  was part icularly stressed that  the numerical 



values given should not be abstraced and  used a s  maximum 

admissable concentrations for water q u a l ~ t y .  Guideline values 

a r e  not meant to be s tandards ,  each country must choose i t s  

own water quali ty data  using the Guideline documents a s  basic 

health cr i ter ia .  A Guideline value when exceeded is meant to 

be a s igna l  to investigate the cause for such excess, to take 

remedial action to reduce the excess and  to seek advice from 

persons responsible for public health.  

2.3 The second day featured presentation from Mr. Dajani, Head of 

Department of Sanitary Engineering Ministry of Health, Mr. 

Omari and  Mr. Al-Katlb, both of the Water Authority of Jordan.  

These set the scene of current  water supplies i n  Jordan,  

highlighted the administrative a s  well a s  technical difficulties 

faced by MOH and W A J ,  and posed a number of questions with 

regard to the problems faced in meeting demand and  water 

quali ty objectives up to the year 2000. 

2 L In his presentation on the f inal  day ,  M r .  Lewis briefly out- 

lined the innovative layout of Volume I I lo f  the WHO Guidelines 

and t h e  value of th is  approach in addressing the  problems of 
-- -. 

water supplies for small communities in the developing world. 

2 .5  Due to i l lness,  Dr. Commins was unable to at tend and  Mr. 

Hlllman presented his paper ,  choosing to highlight  the v i t a l  

Importance of s ~ - v e i l l a n c e  programmes in relation to water 

quall ty objectives. In par t i cu la r ,  the design of surveillance 



methods must take in to  account factors such a s  the  

appropr ia te  frequency and  extent of monitoring, the  best use 

of a v a ~ l a b l e  resources (manpower and  f a c i l ~ t ~ e s ) ,  and  the 

need for t ra lnlng to a l l  levels of personnel. A c lear  career  

s t ructure  needs to be developed within sector agencies which 

adequately recognises the importance of surveil lance work. 

2 6 The discussion periods and  panel  sessions led to open and  

frank debate on many Issues related to water s u p p l ~ e s  and  

the establishment and maintenance of water qual i ty  

objectives. The following topics were discussed a t  length;  

1) Bottled drinking water,  s t andards  of qual i ty  and  

associated quali ty problems. 

11 1 The use of surface water a s  source of water supply 

and the influence of qual i ty  on the f ina l  product. 

111 1 Water resources and water supply systems in Jordan.  

iv  ) The role of a l l  sectlons in water qual i ty  control. 

v Surveillance procedures and  respons~ble  a u t h o r ~ t i e s ,  

d lvision of responsibility and problems. 

~ 1 )  The availabil i ty of suitable laboratory equipment to 

ensure Integrity of water qua1 ty  i n  Jordan.  



v i i )  The use and abuse of roof t anks  to store water ,  the 

problems a r i s lng  from thel r  use a n d  the  need to 

abolish thei r  fu ture  use. 

~ 1 1 1 )  Problems of v i rus  contamination of water  supply i n  

Jordan especially the  hazard  to source water due to 

imported labour.  

3 1 The exchange of views and  impetus glven to the  subject of 

water supply  qual i ty  in Jordan led the  pa r t i c ipan t s  to make 

the following recommendation. 

r\ small Committee of a l l  Interested pa r t l e s  withln Jordan 

be convened for the purpose of discussing a n d  making 

appropr ia te  recommendations, i f  posslble on all matters 

concerning Drinking-Water Quallty inc luding,  ava l l ab l l i ty  a n d  

qua l l ty  of resource water ,  operat ions,  monltorlng a n d  

survell lance a s  ra lsed  and  debated by var lous  members dur lng 

the var lous  discussion perlods of t h e s e m i n a r .  

3 . 2  Further support  would be worthwhile i n  the  a r e a  of t r a i n i n g ,  

pa r t i cu la r ly  in the survell lance of water  supplies and  the use 

of the slmple techniques proposed In Volume 111 of WHO 

Guidelines. 



NOMINATED PARTICIPANTS FOR SEMINAR 

Water Authority Jordan 

1. Engineer Abedel-Hameed Al-Khatib 

2 .  Engineer Abdel-Rahman Omari 
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1. Englneer Miss Muna Johar l  
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1. D r .  Ihsan Shofi, Civil Engineering Department 
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3. Dr. Kame1 Qalsl 

4.  Dr. Mohammad Yacoub Khawaj 

U N R W A  

1. Mr. Mahmoud Abdullah 

2. Miss Salam Kana 'an 
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1. D r .  Ragheb Kamal 

2 .  D r .  Zouhair Haddadeen 
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Mlnlstry of Health 

a )  Department of Primary Health Care 

1 Dr. Suleiman Qubain 

2. Dr. Abdulrahim J a l a l  

b )  Laboratories  of Mlnistry of Health. 

1. Mr. Fa l sa l  Al-Soub 

Mlnistry of Municiple and Rural Affairs 

1. Engineer Lutfi S Theodosl 

Yarmouk Unlversltv 

1 Mr. Mohammad Z a ' t a r  

2 .  Dr. S a ' e b  Al-Sukoun 

Trade  a n d  Indust ry  - Standards  a n d  Specification 

1. Mrs. Sawsan Belrouti 

2 Englneer Moharnmad Nazal 

1. Mr. Bil lal  Tal l  

2 .  Mr Khalil Dabbas 

3. Mr. R Krafft 

L. Mr. D.  H .  Kukuk 

National Focal Polnt 

1. Mr. Mohammad Dajanl  

2. Mr. Mazen Khalil (Ass is tant  ,Repateur) 

Administrative Officer 

M r .  Moharnmad Bakeer 

Arabic Typlst  

-,nab Imam 

Messenger 

M r .  Salem Khatimeh 



PROV I S  IONAL AGENDA 

NAT IWAL SEMINAR ON DRINKING WATER OUAL ITY 

Tuesday 17 S e ~ t  enber 1985 

Locat ion of Opening - Lalsm Off i c e ,  Unlverslty Yams&, Ammn 

9 00 - 10:15 Welcome, Openlng Statements by: H.  E. M i n ~ s t e r  of Health 

M r .  AhmadRustan ,WHO 

Mr. %a*y Blshara ,WHO 

10: 15 - 10 45 Recept~on and Coffee 

L o c a t l o ~ f  Seminar : Conference Hal l ,  Department of Prlmary Health Care, 

Mln~s t ry  of Health. 
11.00 - 11 30 Registration a t  Department of Primary Heath Care. 

11:30 - 12.30 The G u ~ d e l ~ n e s  ( M r .  L m s ,  WHO) 

St ructure and Ph: losophy 

M1croblolcg1cal Aspects. 

12.30 - 14:OO : Lunch 

14 00 - 16:30 : The Guldel ines (cont 'dl 

1no2anIcs 

Organics 

Taste & Aesthetics ( M r .  Lewl s ,  WHO 1 

: Cam1 t t e e  t o  ccmnence preparation of f lna l  report 

of Sem~nar. 



Wednesday 18 Septenber 1985 

9 0 0  - 9'45 Drinking Water Quality Control in Jordan 

(Mr. Mohamned Da J an i , mH ) 

9 45 - 10.30 Administration of Water Resources in Jordan 

(Eng. Abed Al-Rahrran A l U m r i  ,WAJ 1. 
1 0 3 0  - 11.00 Coffee 

11:OO - 11 45 Drinking Water-Pali ty Control in Jordan m t h  s t r e s s ,  
on Chemical Quality. 

(Eng. Abed Al-Hamid Al-Khatib,WJ ) .  

11 45 - 1 2 3 0  Drlnking Water Control in  Jordan. 

Pannel Dz scussion M3H, WAJ , Planning, WHO 

1 2 3 0  - 14.00 Lunch 

14:OO - 15 00 Open Discussion on Drlnking Water Control In 

J ordan . 



Thursdav 19 Se~tenber. 1985 

9 0 0  - 10.30 Drinking Watcr @all ty Surveillance (Knpower and 

Facilities and their influence on Drinking Water 

QualityControl). (Dr.Cumnins,WHO). 

(Amended and presented by Mr. Hlllmn) . 

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee 

11.00 - - 12.30- Resources, Legislatim an$ Standards 

IZannel Discussion . M3H, hlAJ , Planning, WHO. 

1230 - 1400 L ~ n c h  

14.00 - 15.00 Plenary Discussion (Chaired by Mr. Dalani, M Y ) .  

15.00 - 15.30 Closing Cmnents (Mr. L m s ,  WHO) 

Closing Statement (Mr. Dajanl, Ministry of 
Health) 








