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Iran's Country Profiles of Drug Abuse 

Introduction 

The persistent demnnd for opiate drugs couplcd wlth thelr  u,ndcmm~shmg 

supply constitutes one of Iran's most pressing publlc health problem. Op~um 

remains the dominant drug of abuse but tllc steadily rncrcaslng abuse of 11crom 

is a causc fo r  great anxiety. 

In view of the gravity of the situation, Iran~an government has become 

increasingly concemcd in  evolving a morc effective, comprehcnslvc and better  

co-ordinated drug abuse program. The ovelall  policy and strategy of Iranian 

g o v e m n t  anpl~asises the underlying philosophy for  thc need t o  ach~eve a balanced 

program. 

As w i l l  be show l a t e r ,  a most  sip^ flcnnt lncrease has taken place m t l ~ c  

nation's treatment capabilities, over the past four years. Concur~ently, greater 

relnfoxcment ef for ts  have resulted m nure seizures but had not dlminishcd 

the availabil i ty of i l l i c i t  drugs. Denmd In Iran is largely met by the 

continued i l legal  and u~controllecl product Ion of opiun beyond tla country I s  

eastern frontier.  

Consequently, as  supported by emperical data there has been no drop m the 

extent of drug abuse. A t  the same tune, thc emergence of new patterns of drug a b a e  

namely alcohol and psychotropics are creating greatcr complications. 

'h nature, extent and patterns of d n ~ g  abuse w i l l  be discussed separately 

and m de ta i l  in three papcrs that arc part of thls Profile. 



The Ministly of Hcaltll and IYelfarc has the ovcral l  pollcy-n~aknig and 

co-ordmation responslbil i  t y .  Ilorrc-vcr, owing t o  t he  involvcr~cnt of sevcral  

min is t r i es  and agencles i n  thc  mdltiproncd nntlonal progiam, the dcvelopmcnt 

of policxcs, s t r a t eg i e s  m d  coordlnatlon s lnce 1976 has been achicvcd 

through a cablnet-level Diug Abusc Co-ordinntmg Council (MCC). 

The DACC khich is prcsidccl over by t hc  hllnlstcr of Ilcdlth and IvelEarc 

cons i s t s  of the  >l lnis ters  of Agriculture, kducation, Infomlation, Labour, 

Science and tlighcr Education, Arts and C u l t u ~ e ,  together with t he  Co~mn,mdmg 

Generals of thc  Imperial Iranian Police and Impcrlal I l ~ i l l n n  Gcndarnicrie. 

Heads of the  Iranian Customs Admlnlstration, Natlonal Iranlan Socicty f o r  

Rehabili tation of t he  Dlsablcd (NISRI)), and The Narcotics Center A d n ~ n l s t r a t i o ~ l  

a r e  a l so  Members of the  IUCC. Pron~inent personalities In the h l s to ry  o i  I ran '>  

f i gh t  against  drug depcndoncc a r c  a l so  invi tcd on t h i s  Cuuncil. 

The D4CC c o r ~ p  i s c s  th ree  Co:~unlttces 1 - Enrol cement, 2-  Prcvelition, and 

3- Treatment and Rehnbl l i t a t~on ,  whicl~ mect s c p a r ~ t c l y  t o  dlscuss thcsc 

d i f fe ren t  aspects of thc  problca~ Ihe Xnlcot ~ c s  Coiltiol ~ l h i n i s t ~ d t ~ o l l  (NU) 

a c t s  a s  thc  Secre ta r ia t  of t he  Comcil .  

NCA which is  affiliated to  the  blinistry of llcalth and \\'elfare 1s lcsponsihlc 

f o r  internat ional  l i a l s o ~ ~ ,  overseeing I ran ' s  i n t c n ~ a t i o n a l  t r c a ty  o h l i g ~ t l o n s  

and co-ordination among nntronal apcncles 

NCA is currcnt ly  undergoing organizational ch'mgcs and cngngcd i n  a progrnm 

of strengthening ~ t s  pm\?incinl o f f  i ces  by u t i  I lz ing thc rcsourccs hhlch a r c  

becomlng available thiough tthc t l c cen tml~ rn t  Ion of l~cnl t l l  s c~ \ r l c c s .  \Sit11 a vletrr t o  



achieving greater co-operation and t o  nccelerdtc prosecution of offenders, 

HCA has estal~lishcJ 5 nctr I'rovincial Ynrcotic\ Control 1,zboraLorles. Flve o t l~e r  

laboratorics a ic  a t  varlous stages of bcing cstabl ishcd. 

Eniorccinent 

The p r inc~pol  responsibility in drug enforccmcnt l i e s .  1- in  tuban arcas 

with the Imperial Iranian Police (IIP) and 2- i n  rural areas with the Impciial 

Iranian Gen&irmcric (IIC) ; 3- A Spccial Narcotics Unit has also been established 

within the Iranian Custo~is Adnilnl str,itlon and anti-narcotics ac t iv i t ies  of t h i s  

organizatio~l hake been upgraded. IIP has a Spcclal Drug rnforccment Departrrent 

and it should be mentioned that  the antl-narcotic forces withill the Police have 

increased fivc-fold in thc past threc years. 

Tho Gendnnner~e contlntres t o  co-~bnt illicit drug trafficking through its 

113 anti-smuggling units-rrrth the hclp or  support unlts and also thc fiighway Pollce. 

Prcvent~on which is the joint respons~bl l l ty  of the Mrnistrles of Ilealth, 

Education and Illforn~~~tion, is tlic leas t  developed of the current programs. 

The existing policy ca l l s  for community dcvelop~ncnt togetl~cr with divg i n i o m t i o n  

and education plogriuns. 

Recent changes including thc  mcrger of thc Nationdl Iranian Radio and Iclevlsion 

into the Ministry of lnformcttio~~ offer  great ~ I D H I ~ S C .  I~CJS ,  films 'and canlpnigns 

which have hcen dcvcloped crm now hc launched with 3 greater parantcc  of contlnulty. 

Simultanmusly, studies arc bclng carried in the arca of dnlg educntion 



Trcatmcnt and l?chab~ 1 I t a t  1 on ---- -- 

The Hlnis t ry  of Hcalth and \\ 'elfarc's N~'cl01lnl I raL, ln  . % L I P ~ ~  f u r  

Rehabili tation of t he  Disoblcd (NISN)) c o n t l n u ~ ~ ~ .  l o  a c t  a s  t hc  l r ad  ,~gcncy 

f o r  treatment and rehnbi I i t n t l on  of dl ug-depc lilcnt pcrsons. Ilurvcvci , follo\vlng 

t he  establishment of t hc  f ~ l l l y  autonomous pro\ ~ ~ c i a l  hcal th  o~ganiza t ions ,  

t he  actual  delivcry or  scrvlccs has l~ccomc de~cntr.11lzcd. NISIlD a c t s  ns the  

Central body responsible €01 yrovidi l~g guidcl incs,  stcu~dnrcll,ntion, co-01 tlinatloh, 

research and t ra ln lng  . 

Intcrnational Ohllgat ions 

1. Iran has signcd and formally r n t l i l e d  thc  1961 Slnglc Convcntlon on 

Narcotlc Drugs. 

2.  I ran is  n signatory t o  the  1971 Conient~on on Psychotrol)ic S u b s t ~ ~ ~ c c s  mC1 

the  1972 Protocol amcnding t hc  1961 Singlc rx~ilientlon f o r  Snrcotlc Ih igs ,  m ~ d  

1s t a h ~ n g  s tcps  to\va~ds f o t m l  rn t i f l cn t ion .  

3.  I r a  has been nn ac t lve  lnetldcr 01 tllc Lln~ t cJ '!a t lons  Lo:~nl I ssion 011 

Narcotic Drugs and t he  UY S u b - C o ~ ~ n ~ ~ s \ l o ~ l  on I111cit I r a r f i c  and r e l a t c J  l iu t tcrs  

m the  Near and Mlddle ]:]st since ~ t s  mccptlon. 

The Narcotlc Laws and Rrgul,~t 1011s o r  t h c  T ~ , I ~ I , I I ~  Cave1 ~uncnt 

Untll 1955, thcre  c u s t c d  no spccial  lcgls1.1tion governing thc  c u l t ~ v n t i o ~ i  

of thc  opium poppy nor h c ~ c  tl~erc all) laws agnlnst thc r ~ s c  of oplwn o r  t h e i r  

narcot lc  agcnts. Thc nl)sc~lcc of l i m i t ~ l l g  lnus and rcgulntrons hail Icd t o  

wldcsprcnd usc of  opiuni (1) c4las1nF, nntlon.11 conscln. ? l i ~ ~ s ,  i n  1055 a nmjor 



in ternat ional ly  accla~mcd law was cnacted banning both tlie cu l t iva t ion  of thc  

poppy and thc  Lse of o p j m  I h l s  l 'u i  wds amendcd and fur ther  strcngtl~clicd 

4 years l a t c r .  

A smmary llsts of laws and Regulations t h ~ t  have becn cn:~ctcd s ince 1955 

is provided bclow. 

1. Law Banning Poppy Cultivation and Proh rb i t~on  of Opium Use, 1955. 

2.  hendmcnt of the  1955 l.aw Earning Poppy Cultlvntion and P r o l i l h ~ t ~ o n  o i  
Opium USC, 1959. 

3. 1.a~ Pe~mi t t i ng  Lmmi tcJ  C ~ i l t i v a t ~ o n  of Poppy and Lxpolt of Oplun, blarcli 1969. 

4 Amendment t o  t hc  Executive Codc o f  Ar t ic le  1 o r  tile Law Permitting Lunited 
I'oppy Cu l t i vo t~on  and 1,uport of Opium, 25 bhy 1969. 

5 .  Fxecutivc Code undcr Article 3 of t hc  Law on 1.1mited Poppy Cl~ l t iva t ion  and 
Cxport of Opium, 11 Scptmber 1969. 

6. Cxecut~vc Code undcr A i t i c l c  4,5,b and 7 of thc  Law Permitting Limitcd 
Cultivation of Poppy and lxport  of Opium, 11 Scptembcr 1969. 

7. l t c ~ w l a t l o ~ ~ s  framcd unc l ,~  l r t i c l c  9 o f  the  I.,Iw on t l ~ c  L~mitcd Cultlvntion of 
Ibppy and the C l ~ o r t  o~ n , u u n  c o ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ l i n g  t hc  i l u tho r~ ty  for  the  Diagnosis of 
r l dd l~ t i on ,  11 bept cmlw 1969. 

8. Ihe  1,aw on Itcclmndt~oe of Ccded l ~ n d s  from I . ~ i a ~ c i s  Addictcd t o  Narco t~cs ,  
30 Dccembcr 1'366. 

9. l 'xccut~vc Cotle o i  thc  I nw on k c l a u ~ m t ~ o n  of Cctlcd I m d s  f r o r ~ ~  ~ a n n e r s  
Add~cted t o  Sarcot ics ,  4 Play 1969. 

10. Thc Law ~l l t cns i fy ing  l>uiun~\hrnent of m.iln pe lpe t la to rs  of thc  crlnlcs mentioned 
i n  the nme~idnig 1'1ri of thc  law b a m ~ n g  poppy c i~ l t i vn t i on  and permitting 
a b o l i t i a i  of the  prosecution ,and piulisllmcnt of othcr  perpetra tors  of thc  
sa id  crimcs, 21 Jwie 19b9. 

11. Thc Act a l l o ~ \ ~ i n g  dcallng i n  opllan and rcndering a s s i s t w c c  of a d d ~ c t s ,  
28 Junc 1970. 

12.  The cxccut i~re  S ta tu tc  of note 5 of t hc  L a :  allowing deallng i n  opium 
and rcndcrlng nssistancc fol  t l ca tncn t  of t he  addict<, 24 kccmbcr 1q70. 

13. Tllo law of I'sychotropic Substnncc, 1975. 

Ilio<c i ~ i t c ~ c s t c d  111 o b t . i i n ~ ~ ~ i ;  ~ r ~ l - o n l ~ ~ t ~ o a s  about thc  ~ b o v c  LAS n:id 



and R c ~ l l  J t lons ,  mdy corltact U. Shshandch c/o Nnrcotics Control ~Z&nmistration, 

Min~ stly of Hcalth and Irrelfare, Takhtc-Jamshid S t r ee t ,  Corner of Jahan Avc., 

Tcllran, Iran.  

A.) I r a ~ n ~ r $  o r  fi<~y,o:cwior law cnforccmcnt . In I ran,  Elultl-spectoral 

Dn~g  Abuse P r o p m  ~ndiv idua l  :lgenclcs havc traditionally becn responsible f o r  

t h e i r  o m  manpowr dcvelopmcnt. In t he  nrca of enforccncnt, t h l s  t r aming  has 

takcn placc both on National and In tcmat iona l  levcls .  

Ihe  Policc and the  Gcnd3nncrie have lncorporatcd t ra ln ing  111 the  Drug held 

in to  t h c i r  Offlccr Corps Training Currj culn. In addition, spcclalized t ra in lng  

has hecn organlzcd abroad spcclal ly  i n  t he  United S ta tes  

T r a i n ~ n g  op~mri iul i t ies  have a l so  bccn provided f o r  selectcd pcrsonnel 

tl~roui$ the United Uat~ons  Ccntral T r n i ~ ~ i n g  Unlt. 

On-thc-job Training a ~ d  l o ~ n l  rrorlshiops and semmars a r e  regularly providcd 

f o r  the 1,aw Lnforrcnlent posomicl  and airppla~rcntcd by Rcgional Suninars m d  

Obse~vntion I'ours sucll as  tllosc iirlmgcd by the  Colanbo I'lsul. 

J3.) T r a i n ~ n e  of ~~ulpo\ ,c i  f o r  trcatrlcnt Y I ~  r e h ~ l ) ~ l i t : ~ t ~ o r ~ .  In the past  -- ------- 
3 yeals,  more than 60 pl~ysicians ,  150 soc ia l  h70rkers and 200 psychologists havc been 

provided wlth lntenslvc short  t ra in ing  course (1-3 months) t o  work m thc hospitals, 

c l i n i c s  and rehabilitation Lenters t h a t  sci-ve drug abuscrs. On-the-jol~ t ra in ing  

f o r  more than 1,000 s ~ l p p o ~ t  personnel Ins a l s o  been providcd. As a r e s u l t ,  m 

morc than 30 i n - p a t ~ c n t  and outpatient un i t5  t h a t  a r e  operating In  thc  country 

a t  p ~ c s c n t ,  thc  s t d n h l d  o f  scrvicc  I S  g r a t ~ i j m g l y  high and with a ~ d  of 

continuing o f  cducntion programs, sminnr.; and c ~ r c u l a t l o n  of cducntlonnl mntcr ia l ,  



it is hoped t h a t  both thc  qu3l l ty  d r ~ d  g i an t i t )  o r  scrvlccs w l l l  coiltlnuc 

t o  Inlprove. 

S c ~ z u r e  of Narcotic 1huruy.s i n  Iran - -..- 
The two t ab lcs  t h a t  are p r c s c ~ ~ t c d  yrovldc <I sunrmary of the seizure  of 

the narcot ic  drugs i n  Iran. 11e d c t c l ~ l s  about thc  location of the  scizurc  

and thc or ig ina l  sourccs of t he  dm:: cJn be obtained by contnctlng 

B. Shahandeh, Director Gcncral , Xarcot IC Control Mministratlon, Mlnistry of 

Health and IVeliarc, rakhtc-Jmashld St rcc t ,  Corner of J a h n  Ave., Tehran, IrLm. 



Table 1 - 

S e i - , ~ r o s  of : . Z T C O ~ ~ C  31'~:s 1?1 IZLZ. 



Table 2 - 
Conparlnon of Scieures in 3 n?ln zreas 

LQ the first srx rontlis of 1977 ti 1978. 

1. Khoressen 2,793.252 102,740~ 725 1977 


