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-k 
OBJECTIVES AND AIMS OF THE WORKSHOI? 

I would l l k e  t o  welcome a l l  of you t o  the f i r s t  Inter-Regronal 

Workshop on the  Preventlon and Treatment of Drug Dependence. 'Ihe next  

Workshop IS planned f o r  1979 i n  Thailand f o r  countr ies  from SEAR0 and 

WPRO. Other Workshops a r e  planned f o r  1980181 f o r  A f r ~ c a  and Lat in  America. 

These Workshops a r e  planned i n  response t o  a World Health Assembly 

Resolutron, WHA23.42, adopted by the  23rd World Health Assembly. This 

resolution noted, among o the r  things,  w ~ t h  g rea t  concern, the  extension 

of the  se r lous  publlc hea l th  problems r e s u l t i n g  from the  se l f -admlnls t ra t ion  

of dependence-produc~ng drugs, l n  p a r t i c u l a r  among the  young age group, 

and expressed t h a t  the re  1 s  an urgent need a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  national, r e g ~ o n a l  

and international l e v e l  t o  promote prevention, treatment, and r e h a b i l i t a t l o n  

measures, and t o  develop means f o r  in tens ive  collection and exchange of 

da ta  on the  human and environmental f a c t o r s  associated wlth  drug 

dependence and approved a programme t o  develop a system f o r  co l l abora t ive  

reporting by se lec ted  l n s t l t u t l o n s .  The Workshops a r e  a l s o  belng planned 

i n  response t o  a General Assembly reso lu t ion  32/124, passed In  1977, whlrh, 

among other  thlngs,  recognized the  urgent need t o  make individuals and 

governments more aware of the  dangers of drug abuse, and the  need for  

increased a t t e n t l o n  t o  be glven t o  the  f i e l d  of prevention, treatment 

and r e h a b l l i t a t l o n .  The reso lu t ion  a l s o  ~ n v i t e d  the  United Natlons 
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Fund f o r  Drug Abuse Control t o  i n i t i a t e ,  III co l labora t lon wlth WHO and 

other  appropr ia te  agencies, ac t lons  t o  deslgn models f o r  preventlon, 

treatment and r e h a b l l l t a t l o n ,  taking I n t o  account the  d l v e r s l t y  of c u l t u r e s  

In  whlch drug abuse e x l s t s ,  f o r  the  purposes of iden t l fy lng  and demonstrating 

the  bes t  techniques fo r  assisting drug abusers I n  order t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the  

work of the  nat lonal  authorities i n  reduclng drug abuse. 

The alm of these  Workshops IS t o  Increase awareness and t o  

promote the  exchange of ~nformat ion ,  experience, research r e s u l t s  and 

expertise, and t o  establish mechanisms fo r  coordlnatlon and col labora t lon 

between the  developing courltrles f o r  the  purpose of more effectively 

plannlng and implementing drug dependence prevention, treatment and o the r  

ln tervent lon programmes. 

The Workshop has the  following objectives: 

1. To dlscuss  and assess  the  drug dependence problems I n  t h e  countr ies  

of the  pa r t l c lpan t s .  

2. To i d e n t i f y  and revlew measures used I n  preventlon, treatment and 

r e h a b i l l t a t l o n  and t o  make recornendations about the  most 

p r a c t l c a l  approaches t o  treatment and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  

3. To i d e n t l f y  and r e n e w  p r a c t l c a l  approaches t o  manpower development. 

4. To i d e n t i f y  and evaluate  the  a v a ~ l a b l e  ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  needed t o  plan 

and opera te  programmes, t o  determine what research and 

lnforrnation i s  most needed t o  improve plannlng, operation 

and evaluation of programmes. 

5. To discuss  and agree on ways and means which would ensure t h a t  

programnes concerned w ~ t h  the  management of drug dependence 

(and mental hea l th  problems l lnked t o  those) become p a r t  of 

o v e r a l l  country programmes In the  f l e l d  of hea l th  and soclo- 

economlc development. 
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6. To examlne mec t~dn~sms  f o r  coo rd lna t l on  and co l ' l abora t lon  w l t h l n  

c o u n t r l e s  and between c o u n t r l e s  l n  t h e  reglon.  

A s  you can s ee ,  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of work ahead o f  u s ,  and I hope t h a t  

we will achreve  t h e s e  o b j e c t ~ v e s  and t h a t  t h e  recornenda t ions  of t h e  Report  

of t h e  Workshop w l l l  be u ~ e f u l  t o  a l l  c o u n t r l e s  o f  t h e  RegLon. 


