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The current surveillance system in Djibou-
ti is based on routine mandatory reporting 

of 20 diseases.  For years, the surveillance 
system has been under performing with 

limited ability in detecting of outbreaks or 
providing reliable data to meet the objec-

tive of surveillance system. Furthermore, 
the country has experienced recurring 

outbreaks from epidemic-prone diseases 
and some natural disasters such as floods.  

Therefore, an EWARN system is needed 
to fill the gaps and strength the over-
whelmed routine surveillance system.  

 
Electronic EWARN is a useful tool for 

countries facing emergency situations and 
sub-optimal health systems and it has 

proven performance in other EMR coun-
tries in timely detection and control of 

epidemic prone diseases through effective 
response. 

 
In November 2019, MOH in collaboration 
with WHO launched the electronic 

EWARN in Djibouti. The required stand-
ard operating protocol and reporting tools 

were developed. This was precede by a 
training workshop to introduce the 

EWARN principle and the electronic ap-
plication to health workers.  A total of 40 

surveillance officers  attended the work-
shop from different reporting levels across 

the country.  
 

Surveillance officers were trained on basic 
principles of early warning surveillance in 
emergencies; prioritization of epidemic 

prone disease; case definitions; thresholds 
for outbreak, detection and management 

of alerts; and basic principles of outbreak 
investigation and response.  The roles and 

responsibilities of surveillance staff at  
different  levels were also discussed .  The 

health facility staff was trained on use of 
the mobile application and devices for 

immediate notification of alerts of sus-

pected disease outbreaks, and for week-
ly reporting.  Different training methods  

were used in terms of lectures, case 
studies, practical exercises and  group 

discussions. 
 

Enhancing EWARN system through 
introduction of mobile applications and 

real time reporting will significantly 
enhance the capacity of the system for 

early outbreak detection and response 
in Djibouti and will benefit the popula-
tion at risk through timely response 

activities. The introduction of electronic 
EWARN in Djibouti is expected to play 

an instrumental role for timelu detec-
tion and response to the outbreaks by 

providing reliable data and monitoring 
performance of the interventions imple-

mented by health authorities and part-
ners.  
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The Ministry of Health (MOH) of Dji-
bouti in collaboration with WHO con-

ducted a training workshop to roll out the 
electronic Early Warning Alert and Re-

sponse Network (EWARN) to enhance 
epidemic intelligence capacity for early 
detection and response to epidemic prone 

diseases. 
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EWARN data flow 

MERS in Saudi Arabia; cholera in Sudan; 

cholera in Somalia; cholera in Yemen; 

Multidrug-resistant typhoid fever in 

Pakistan. 

Update on outbreaks  
 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Priority diseases ,EWARN,  

Djibouti 

Current public health events of  

concern 
[cumulative No of cases (deaths), CFR %] 

Avian influenza: 2006-2017 

Egypt (A/H5N1) [359 (122), 33.98%] 

Egypt (A/H9N2) [4 (0)] 

Ebola virus disease (EVD): 2018-2019 

Democratic Re-
public of Congo 
(DRC) 

[3 287 (2 193), 66.72%] 

Cholera: 2017-2019 

Somalia    [9 111 (48) , 0.53%]  

Yemen [ 2 176 728 (3 745), 0.17%] 

Sudan                [ 332 (11), 3.31%] 

Diphtheria: 2018-2019 

Yemen [4 788 (281), 5.87%] 

Bangladesh [8 856 (45), 0.51%] 

MERS: 2012-2019  

Saudi Arabia [2 096 (779), 37.17%] 

Multidrug-resistant typhoid fever: 2016-2019 

Pakistan [1 3947 (0) ]  

French English 
Frequency of 

Notification 

Paralysie flasque 

aigue (PFA) 

Acute flaccid 

paralysis (AFP) 

Immediate notifica-

tion 

Tétanos néo-natal Neonatal tetanus Weekly reporting 

Rougeole Measles 
Immediate notifica-

tion 

Méningites Meningitis 
Immediate notifica-

tion 

Diarrhée Aqueuse 

Aigue 

Acute watery 

diarrhea 

Immediate notifica-

tion 

Syndrome Grippal 
Influenza like 

illness 
Weekly reporting 

Paludisme Malaria Weekly reporting 

Syndrome res-

piratoire aigu 

Acute respiratory 

syndrome (ARS) 
Weekly reporting 

Fievre hemor-

ragique virale FHV 

 Viral hemorrhagic 

fever (VHF) 

Immediate notifica-

tion 

Evènement incon-

nu 
Unknown event Weekly reporting 
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