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mwait was but a few years ago a limited resources Emirate, depending in 

the first place upon the i n d i v i d U  effor ts ,  doing his best t o  face natural 

dangers and diff icult ies,  as  for  example embarking in locally prepared vessels, 

passing over the Arabian G u l f  and the Indian Ocean, passing by c i t i e s  and towns 

of the Indian Continent, South and East Africa, trading and dealing i n  Iraqi 

dates, carrying back foodstuffs, timber and many other Indian and African 

products; or  going pearl diving in the Gulf. Such resources enabled the 

citizen i n  this Arab State to exist  i n  spite of diff icult  l iving conditions 

until the discovery, production and export of oil. 

It was the discovery of o i l  that pernitted the jump forward that 

covered al l  aspeots of l i f e  in  Kuwait .  One result is the construction and 

development which has spread over huge areas hundreds of times larger than the 

pre-oil discovery period; another result is the increased population due t o  the 

inmigration of experts, workmen and labourers. 

Important problems resulted, among these, oleansing services, refuse 

collection and disposal, which have been care-ly faoed by the authorities 

concerned with -it Municipality, it being the re~pansible authority for  

general cleansing. 
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discoverj period; but a f t e r  tha t  period the Munlclpality has encountered many 

problems which had been solved by buying cars,  modern sweeping and sprinkling 

equipment, suction tank cars and refuse vehicles; i n  addition there Is a great 

number of workmen who sweep the s t ree ts ,  load and unload the vehicles. 

Kuwait has an estimated population of half a ml l lon ;  but a s  ~t is known, 

it depends i n  llving on importation, the Eollomng polnts are noticeable 

regarding the huge mass of refuse - 600 tons daily : 

1. High percentage of wooden, carton boxes and eqpty tins,  

2, The packlw boxes used fo r  imported vegetables and f ru l t .  

3. Disused metal and domestlc equipment such as old refrigerators, 

washing machines and gas ovens. 

4. Decayed f r u i t  and vegetables. 

Naturally, such solid remains require special collection equipment due t o  

the size o r  welght of the object, and the space they occupy durlng removal from 

collection spot to  the Incinerator and so a large number of vehicles are needed; 

hydraulic vehicles cannot be used t o  remove such objects. 

The existmg method employed in  collecting refuse from residentlal areas 

depends on h f f e r en t  types of refuse containers kept by the householders, and 

picked up by workmen direct ly t o  refuse vehicles. A s  to  large buildings, the 

present municipal regulations require the owner of each of them to construct a 

suitable refuse container agamst the wall of the bu ld ing  w i t h  a top opening 

through which refuse can be deposited, and with an outside leakproof openlng 

from which refuse can be removed, It has been noticed tha t  these refuse con- 

tainers  help t o  speed up refuse collection. 

A s  t o  the multistorey buildings, the munlclpality, when issuing bui ld iw 

permits, ins i s t s  op the construction of chut-es which discharge to the basements 

with openings a t  each storey thrm which refuse can be deposited, and a ground 

storage which fac i l i t a t es  the task of the cleansing workmen. 



As to markets, large bins are used for the collection of commercial shops 

refuse, Special vehicles have been recently imported along with large metal 

bins which can be automatically emptied by the vehicles. 

As to gardens and public parks, bins or baskets are fixed a-t walls 

or electric light poles. 

REFUSE DIS0s& 

The site for this purpose lies about 3 kilometres from IQ1wait City. 

This site is in sandy soil in which pits of 140 metres length, 20 ~ t r e s  width 

and 4 metres depth are made. Vehicles tip their refuse near the ends of these 

pits, then tractors fling the refuse off the ridges into the pits. The refuse 

is then set on fire by adding certain inflamables. When the pits become full 

of burnt refuse, they are covered with a layer of sand or earth not less than 

50 cms. in thickness. 

This system fulfills many objects some of which are as follows : 

1. Reduces the bulk of solid ref'use such as papers, carton, wood, etc. 

and so reduces the size of plts needed. 

2. Gets rid of putrid and decomposed ref'use. 

3, Exterminates flies, insects, etc. 

Nevertheless, the most important defect of this system is the continuous 

need for new disposal areas; so studies have been made wlth a view to construct 

a compost plant in Kuwait to transform refuse into fertilizers. The first 

stage of this will be carried out within this year. 

The above is only a brief sumnary of the work concerning general cleansing, 

refuse collection and disposal in Kuwait and gives no details, data or statistics; 

however we are always ready to forward whatever detailed data to whomever it 

may concern. 


