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Unprecci?nted advances i n  a l l  branches of sc ien tz f ic  lea-ning are 

creat ing Snc~easingly diverse and cor,~plex pat terns  of l i f e  a l l  over the  

globe. Tlus has placea heavy respons ib i l i t i es  on the sea t s  of lzi&er 

learning zhrou&o~~t  contemporary soc'.eties, f o r  the  former, must provide 

not only 'he  lmoriledge that, socceiies need, but a lso  what soc ie t ies  

ou&t t o  need today and tomorrow. In  tmth, the subject "Evaluatim 

of Teachlng Med%c9lc i n  &reign Ta&dag~ ' '  on which I have been kindly 

asked to e+xpress an opinion f o r  t h f s  Conference, r o t  only erilanates From 

such a si-,l~ation but -s of v i t a l  importance t o  -me whole s t ructure  of 

the teaching or" medj c51re. 

E' rcm i.he onset, i v&sh t o  m~in'bain t h a t  because of a mul t ip l ic i ty  

of factors,  1 s h a l l  not make aq ef forc  t o  reach a corscilusion i n  t h f s  

paper; rather,  I shaX make an e f f o k  t o  pinpoint al-cernative patterns 

that w e  may take i n to  constderation i n  the use of a particular language 

f o r  t h t -  teaching of mcciicine, 
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For the moment le t  us cons~der  one of the principle f'unctions or' 

language, nariely: communica5ion. That is person t o  person comunicatior,, 

culture t o  c u l h r e  es w e l l  as globe.. cmmun1cation. W ~ t h i n  the  above 

?ontext,, she loca i  or  nat-ioral lanmage P O L  only serves f o r  conu~mn?catlo~l 

Tram person t o  person i-n facts aili ideas kt as a vehicle or" a pari;icu?sr 

pas t  and present C U ~  C U ~ P ,  

artgunens f o r  teach- I'@; a1 3. srbjec%s i n  %he l o c d  language (which 

may noL be nationzl)  may, thersfore, be f ea r  of losing the  cul tural  con- 

einua?ce ~Tunction or' l a r~~uagc ,  rathr then interference w i t h  i ac tua l  o r  

idea exchange, A s  +a a l l  !mow, the prac t i se  of mediche is both an a r i  

and a science. It i s  ti IJIC a r t  of medichc tha-b cultural. factors  have 

~ h e ~ z '  pronl'nent play.. Can we tea5h medicine i n  a foreign langt~age 

without Znterierj ng w; i l l  t he  o f  medicire 9 

F r o m  the s-catliiA~cin; of the sclence of medicine i n  t h e  recent past, 

we know 't:~a~L En~neltsn, F~~refich md German have played a dominant ro le  in 

;ea&ng thrsu&out 'A? wmld wh:le R ~ s s i a i  acd Spani:'~ have been used 

i.r. s_r~,ec=fTc groups of c o t ~ ~ t i 6 e s .  Frcm our expeln;-ence, kao?: that in 

some coun~r i e s  thece d02s not exist an adequate number of books, journals. 

e tc .  l n  the loca l  ! a x y a y c  nor can they c o n t ~ u o ~ l ~ l y  be provided i n  the 

future. It 1s fn  t i 1 2  aforementioned count.ries, where the need of having 

books and pemobca l s  ;n a I70*1(?ign ?-analage 1s warranted. Needless t o  

say .;hat, rcgard1.e~~ ol" +'I? Jmguage of instrvct ion i n  medicme, any t each - -  

,r medical p r a ~ t ~ t i o n e r  rn-~s:, kno7.1 one of the three prominent languages 

(English, French and ~eln~arn), i n  t r l n r ~  the greater  pa r t  o f  medical 

information 1s ava lab le .  In  c11oosi.n~ a &ropean language, I. should l i k e  

t o  suggest Erg l l sh  as the first choice, today, because -the greater  pre- 

ponderpnce of inedical information 1s no1.r or iginal ly  written i n  English, 



or  as a miniri~m 111th an English summary. Such &untries as India, 

China, Hungary, Belgium, Japan, t h ~  Scandinavian countries t o  mention 

just a feli, publish the i r  sc ient i f ic  infom&tion originally i n  EngliSh. 

Even WHO, an ~nteri3ational organization publishes as  a priority,  t h e i r  

s c i e n t i f ~ c  infornation Jn English. 

litarther, i?e belteve that the function of a Medical Scnool is  t o  

equlp che student wltk the &sic lrnoirledge and skills of medicine which 

w i l l  allbrr him, throughout his l i f e ,  to  perfect, improve and change with 

newer knorrledge. Tf the foregoing i s  tile function of a medical school 

how then can iTe faj!. lo provide h n  w i t h  the knowledge of the language 

of conmnanic~l~on, and the means t o  use this language, through rrhich the 

nexer information is p~ovided. 

This i s  one sicle of the coin. The other side of the coin, experience 

t e l l s  us, m i g h t  present u s  with the sektous p6oblem of 'brain drain'. 

Speaking for my cotmtry almost all Iranian graduates i n  medicine cannot 

go t o  an English-speaking country !i!<e the United States because of t he i r  

weakness in the Engltsh language. On the other hand the percentage of 

medical graduates going t3 the United States from the Pahlavi Unrversity i n  

Shiraz is very high because teaching In t-hat University is i n  En@ish. 

kbu can, therefore, 3adi1-y see tha t  while one side of the coin is  

favourable the other side IS unfavourable. I f  we can think or" an 

appropriate solutlon for solvjnf; the overall question of the 'brain 

drain', we i~ould be rnclined 'co favour teaching medicine i n  a foreign 

language end in  English. 



I venture t o  sqr that it would be nextwta impossible fo r  us 

to find a way to soave the p~pblem t$rough intellectutil approaohes 

incongerences we are attending. It is my personal opinion that 

we shou;Ld look a t  all this fimn a national level  and explore as 

many a-es as are open to us. A question tha% inmediately poses 

i t s e l f  Is that i f  we decide t o  teach medioine in the loaal language 

of the country, would it be suff icient  t o  teach i n  EzgUsh the 

different medical terminologies, etc., and t o  just make the students 

understand the text books so that they would be able to read the 

material. 

With all these considerations, I believe that the whole subject 

i s  of a natui-e rrhich warrants the need fo r  a very oarefi l  study and 

the best we can do is t o  have eaah representa t iv~ gathered here 

relate the existing experiences i n  h i s  own country. It is  only by 

l is tening t o  each other that w e  can reach en understanding as t o  

the course we should pursue. 


