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This report is prepared for  the participants i n  the Workshop on 
the  needs f o r  research i n  medical education. Through a questionnaire 
(see Annex), the medical schools were asked t o  check on a l is t  of g m p  
problems which they face in  t h e i r  schools, and t o  list 'bther 
(open question) . 

Twenty-five medical schools responded out of Wrty-six located i n  
twelve countries of the Region. 

1. A l l  schools which responded, reported facing high percentage of 
problems on the check list. The m i r u n n u n  number of problems was 
seven and the highest checked a11 the l is t  of sixteen and added 
more. 

2. A l l  schools, new and old, reported facing problems in medical 
education. This 1s an important finding which needs d~scussion;  
why a newly established school should suf fer  from problems r igh t  
from the beginning? Is it possible t o  es tabl ish a medical school 
in a way t o  avoid these problens? 

3. Some problems are  easy t o  solve, other problems remain complex, 
unyielding o r  awaiting creatlve at tent ion by methodical educational 
researoh. However, i f  the  problems a re  t o  be solved, radical  in- 
novations i n  the system of medical education a re  required. 

+ Consultant i n  Medical Education, Executive Secretary of the Association 
of Medical Schools i n  the Middle East. 
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TABLE: 3 

Problems arranged according t o  prevalence, a s  s ta ted  by Medical Schools: 

1st. 24 (+) Teachers t ra ining and teaching methods 

2nd. 22 (+) Shortage of teaching s t a f f  

Evaluation of student performance 

3rd. 21 (+) Shortage of modern audio-visual a ids  

4th. 20 (+) Statement of educational objectives 

Chrriculum constmctlon 

Student selection 

5th. 19 (+) Standards of Secondary School Graduates 

6th. 18 (+) Financial problems and lack of information about costs  
of medical education 

Shortage of hospitals/clinlcs f o r  t ra ining 

7th. 17 (+) Lack of sat isfactory communication i n  medical education 

Large number of students 

8th. 16 (+) Shortage of physical f a c i l i t i e s  

Shortage of modern l i b ra ry  

9th. 13 (+) Shortage of student textbooks 

10th. 12 (+) Teaching medlcine i n  foreign language 

Student fa i lure  and drop out 

This picture  1s m overview of the twenty-five medical schools which 
responded, but, i f  we would consider each school separately, the p r i o r i t i e s  
of problems might be t h e  opposite o r  a t  l e a s t  not i n  that order. So, eaah 
school should study i ts  problems and s e t  p r ior i t ies .  
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TABLE 4 

Problems l i s t ed  i n  the open question: 

a )  Iaclc of specific rewards for teaching 

b) bphas i s  on teaching rather than learning 

c)  Prevalence of passive rather active learning on the par t  of the 
students 

d) Students teachers relation 

e) Lack or shortage of technicians 

f) Effect of postgraduate studies on under graduate studies in the same school 

g) The salaries  of the professors 

h) Poli t ical  ac t iv i t ies  of teachers and students 

i )  Living conditions of teachers and students 

J )  Subject duplioatlon 

k) Complete free education 

1) System of examination 

Training of examiners 

Private practice of teachers 

m) Wgid statutes i n  the face of change 

Public opinion and the change 

All faculty members mst be convinced fo r  changes 

n) Lack of knowledge of basis of learning process 

o)  Medical school economics 

p) Space/'J!~me ut i l iza t ion  

q) Integrated &aching 

Brain drain 

M6dern medicine i n  curriculum 

r )  Lack of anatomical human material 

Lack of post mortem exams 

Motivation of teachers and students to adopt modem methods of teaching 
and learning 



s )  Uniformity in standard of medical education a t  tnternational level 

Teachers exchange programme a t  international level. 

N.B. Most of the stated problems f a l l  in the various groups of problms 
already l i s t ed  I n  t k e  questionnaire. 



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR INQUIRY ABCUT PROEiUEE FACED BY 
MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN !EE EA3lY3RN MEDITERRANEAN m G I O N  

NAME OF MEDICAL SCHOOL C m R Y  

Please check the l is t  of problems you think tha t  need t o  be solved 
i n  Medical Education. Mark (+) f o r  posit ive (-) f o r  negative answers. 

Yes - No - 
I Statement of educational objectives 

and curriculum structure  0 0 
11 Student selection 0 D 
I11 Large number of student admission 

IV The standard of secondary school graduates C7 0 
V Teaching medicine i n  a foreign language 0 D 
V I  Student f a i lu re  and drop-out C7 0 
VII Teachers t ra ining and teaching methods 0 D 
V I I I  Evaluation of student performance 

M Shortage of teaching s t a f f  LC7 D 
X Shortage of physical f a c l l l t i e s  

XI Shortage of modern l i b ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s  L7 L7 
XI1 Shortage of modern audiovisual aids 

MI1 Shortage of students t e x t  books 

XIV Shortage of hospitals and c l i rucs  f o r  t ra ining D- c7 
XV Iack of sa t i s fac tory  corrrmunicatxon i n  medical 

education 0' L7 
XVI f inancial  problems and lack of information 

about the costs of medical education ,o D 

List problems not included above (open question). 


