
The School of Publlc Healtl~ and Troplcal T3edi-c~.ne was f ~ . ~ t . d  I n  

1930 by the amlgamatlcsn of the Aus t ra l~an  Inst l tuke of T m y c z l  lledlclne 

(fomided An QueenslanG i n  1909) aazd thc  D-iploma of Fubllc fleaith coussa 

of The En:nlirersiCy of Sydney. i7)lc School 1.5 funded and adrmnlstered by the 

AustralIan Department o f  Health, and re la tes  acad~n ica l ly  t o  The Unrvers~ty 

of Sydney, The School offers  ruwses to~rards t h e e  post,~aduate mehcal 

dlpl,?as: the Dlploma m Publlc Ecalth ( s ta r ted  m 1910); the D~ploma m 

? r o p ~ c a l  Msdlclne a d  Hyglene (1926); and the Dlploina m Occupat~onal 

iioc L t r L  (797'4). 

The School has always fvnctloned m effect  as a natlolial l n s t l t u t e  

of hea1Lh. In June 1975 a ComtLet. ci ,r,wlew recornmended rea3ning of the 

Sci~ool a s  the Au~t sa i i an  Institute of Health. Other mj9r recornendations 

mcivded: masters degcse progcans f o r  m e ~ c a l  and norz-nedlcal grndvates; 

p r l o r ~ t y  f o r  research ~r! health services, hesl th  educatxn arid he~ t l th  

~ ~ { e i l l d r ~ c ~ ? ;  and ~bcreased  co l labora t~ve  support t o  other nations m the  

South East A s l z n  and \{estem Paclfic Reg~ons. Because of current economc 

str~i igc~ncles  m Australla f u l l  ~mplementatxon of the recornmendation; has 

bben deferred. However plans are  advanced t.oq+rards a masters degree. referred 

t o  beio:~. 

Academic Staff  

Number of Teachmg Staff  - Full  Time: 26 

Part Time : 1 

Doub7 e Appointment from rrlChm the Urdversity - 15 
Lecturers from outside the Un~vers l ty  - hlred on a sesslonj l  

basis 

Student Body 

Duration of course: 

Diplomas m Fublrc Health a id  O c c u p a t l o n ~ ~  Health - one acadenuc year 
(March - ~overrher) 

Diplona m Tropical Medicmc and tTi.rr,-rene - 5 months ( ~ ~ c l :  - ~ u g z l s t )  



Dlploma 1n Dlplorna i n  
Oiploma 117 Occup&iional Troplcal I-febclne 

PuSllc Keaith Heol th and Eyglene 

( ~ n c i ~ a  - 7 
(ceyloll - 4 ( p a p a  New 

1974 17 (~apua  Ifew 13 10 ( Gulnea - 1 
( Gunea - 3 (Ma-~aysia - 1 
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The School also accepts major responsibllzty f o r  conduct of the 

course l e a b n g  to the Dlplom I n  Nutrition and Dletetlcs m the Fac~ilty of 

Science of The Unlverslty of Sydr.cji. Students enrolled to ta l led  28 In  1975 

and 15 m 1976. 

The School offers  annual courses In  troplcal ruediclne (for  lay people), 

occupatlonal n;ebcme (for  physicians) and occupatlonal health (for  ~nciustry). 

It also cantrlbutea t o  undergraduate teachmg in mehcme, sclence, 

engmeenng-, soclal work and architecture m The University of Sydney, and In 

commmlty and occupatxonal health nursmg and the special therapies at the 

School of Health Sciences. 

New Teachug A c t ~ v l t l e s  

1. A Master of Public Health degree, the course f o r  whch is planned t o  

start m March 1978, ~111 replace the exls tmg postgraduate rnebcal Dlplomas 

in Public Health, Gccupational Heslth a d  Troplcal Nebcine and Hygiena. 4. 

Dlplorna of Troplcal Publlc Health of one academic year has been planned t o  

start In  parallel 111th the Masters degree, f o r  students who do not qualify f o r  

the l a t t e r  o r  who do not wlsh t o  undertake the f u l l  masters program. The 

Dlplona in Troplcal ubllc Health w l l 1  constitute the course work fo r  the MPH. 

The masters program 1s t o  be open t o  both mebcal and other 

professionals. It w r l l  o f fer  electives initially in public health and social 

med~clne (mcludmg health services research and development), community 



health, troplcal p d b l ~ c  health, erni-omental and occxpationctl health, 

occupatlonal hygiene, nutrlt lon, and epldemlology and health s ta t -~s t lcu .  

The program 1s to compnse ont. ac?dcnlc year r.C course xork together wlth 

a t  leas t  two terms for completion of a projert a r d  t reat ise.  

2. In 1975 the former sections of occupntronal and environmental 

health were comblned Into one new department, v~hlch plans t o  extend teachmg 

m human ecology and en~rironmenial scxences. In 1977, the department 1s 

conducting a three-cn0ni.h course ~ r l  occupatlonai i ~ ~ g ~ e n e  fo r  graduates Jn 

engineermg and scrence who arc practlsmg znLthe f l e l d  of industrial 

environmental control and safety. Thlo course will In  future years be 

lnco~porated as an electlve In the Master of Yubl~c Health program. 

3. The School now houses the Department of Commun~ty Mehcme of The 

Unlverslty of Sydney, which facilitates integration of teachlng m the 

curatlve and preventive aspects of commxuty health. 

4. In 1974 and 1975 the Department of F2wironmenfal and Occupatronal 

Health conducted 6 and 5 week courses m occupatlonal health attended 

respectrvely by 15 and 17 phys~c~.ms from SIX countries of the Western 

Paciflc Region, on behalf of WHO, Manla. 

Major Research Actlvltles 

Euvrronmental Health 

1. Thermal s t ress  1n New Guinea villagers on coast and h.~g-Nands. 

2. Physiological studies m Antarctica. 

3. Accl1mat~satlo:1 to heat. 

4. Thermal s t ress  on l i f e r a f t s  i n  troplcal waters. 

5. Methods fo r  automatic c a l a ~ l a t l ~ n  of heat s t ress  ~ndices.  

1. Transrmsslb~l~ty  of yellow fever by AeCes notoscriptus (in conjunction 

wlth Vlrus Research Institute, ~irtebbe). 

2. Prehction of transrmssiblllty o f  Australian arboencephalltis. 

Nutrition 

1. Infant feedug practices. 

2. Nutritional ~ n t a k e  status of vegetarian and non-vegetarian pre-school 

chileren. 

3. Vltamln C supplcmentatlon trial m a b o r i g d  Australians. 



Occupational Health 

1. Segment of Katlo1a2 Blood Pressure Study, ln public servants. 

2. Occupat~onal factors  I n  lqvpertenslon, and t h e ~ r  control. 

3. Ilealth of employees 1n an a t o p c  energy research establrshnrent. 

4. PTembrane f l l - t e r  method f o r  es tzmt lng  airborne asbestos dust. 

5. Snokmg and. absenteersn. 

6. Environmental standards To2 mdus-lrial atrno8~11,l'levc contammants. 

1- Alunentary parasltlsm In Avstrzlra., paxtlcularly m Aboriginal 

Austral~ans , ~ r m i g ~ a n i s ,  war orp3ans and refugees. 

2. S u s c e n t ~ b i l i t y  of Aus t ra l~an  f reshra te r  sna l l s  t o  schistosome 

parasites. 

3. Hoobrom s t u b e s  In I n a o n e ~ ~ c  - $350,000 Australian ald. 

1. Response of grafted cancer t i s sue  t o  radration arrd chermca7-s. 

2. Clonagenlc assay for human neoplastlc cel ls .  

3. Spontaneous neoplastlc z l t e r a t lo~ i s .  

4. Mammalian c e l l  systems for t e s t m g  substances fo r  cascmogenesls. 

1. Chloroqume-resistant f alclparum m a l a l a  m Papua New Guinea. 

2. IIealtl? of aborlginas m a coastal  r u ~ a l  town. 

3. Provision of heal th  servxces at pruoary care level.  

1. Iso-enzyme nethodology f o r  d-~agqostic purposes. 

2. Evaluation of instrumentation f o r  c l i m c a l  labora tones .  

Prevent~ve ~lrld Social Nzalcme 

I .  Farmly planning servlces m lower socro-economc groups. 

2. Women at rzsk of unplanned and w ~ ~ a n t e a  pregnancies. 

3. Detection of neural tube defects. 

4. Leprosy study xn Kas~mu, New Gumea. 

5. Raemophilla record and follovr-up ~ystem. 

6 .  Lung crzncer studies. 



Service Actlvit~.es 

The School ac t s  as con::ultxzt t o  the  Aus t ra l lm Government ma 
t o  my other  bo6y seeking assls+znce i n  Australrn and mterna-i,ionally. 

Mezbers of s t a f f  ace represented on Au3tralian med-lcal reaezsch and 

s tandaras organlsatlons arld on other nat lonal  an& in ternat  1017.21 bodles. 

Th:: School 1s lnvolved m the  dcvelopaer~t of national health standards a ~ d  

methods; I n  forn; l la t~on of codes of hea l th  pract ice  and model l eg is la t ion ;  

in data collection and reg is t ry ;  and a s  a reference centre f o r  4,ustralia. 

Cooperatzon and Collabora-c~on 

Australia 's  r e l a t i ve  1solat3on IS a b a r r i e r  t o  the  Sydney School's 

effective cooperatlon v i t h  mstliut:ont: overseas. Nevertheless, lndivliiual 

otaff  members malntam personal 1lalsc1~1 wlth colleagues m schools of t he  

Western Pacif lc  m d  other regions. Thc School takes postgraduate mebca l  

students from all four  regions. More extensll-e interchange of tadccers 

between schools woulC! be welco~ed but has t1.11 now been l lrmted by cost. 

However, l n l t z a l  s teps  have beex taken tovzxds regdlar  cooperatlon between 

the School and SEA_ME:O Trop Med countries. 

Staff  members have v l s i t ed  schoois and other l n s t i t u t l ons  m the  

four  regions a s  consultants, usually under the  aegis of WHO. For example, 

Professor Black of the  Sydney School a s s l ~ t e d  m 1974 i n  the  setting up of 

the  Naster of Publlc Health p r o p  m Teheran, the  flrst courfie f o r  which 

has just  f inlshed. 

The School has speclal  strength m the discipllnea of c o m ~ n i t y  

( m c l u b n g  t rop ica l )  health,  epidemiology , entomology, parasitology , 
occupational health, pxbllc heal th  nicroblology and climatic phjrsiology, m 

all  of whlch it lnvl tea  cooperation a ~ d  exchange. 

Objectives 

Teachmg, reseaxch and servloe m commulllty h e a t h .  


