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Summary Report on Progress made by the Faculty of Public Health, 

Mahidol University, Thailand, since the  Last Meeting a t  Manila 

i n  1975 

A. Name - 
The Faculty of public Health, one of the 12 facultxes and 2 

xnst i tutes  i n  Mahidol University is the only school of Public Health 

i n  Thailand. It was established In 1946, and s ta r ted  to-produce s ince 

1948 various categories of heal th  personnel for  the  Mimstry of Public 

Health, other governmental and pr ivate  heal th  agencies. 

B. Academic Staff  

A t  the  present t i m e ,  the  Faculty of Public Health has a t o l a1  

of 131 full-tune teaching s t a f f  (approximately 7 % with a doctoral degree, 

with a {masters degree and 25 % with a bachclors degree) 

Another 20 ins t ruc tors  a r e  still studying abroad. Since Public Health 

IS a vas t  f i e l d p  we a l s o  have recruited another 164 part-time special  

l e q t u r w t o  meet the needs fo r  teachers of varzous curricula. In 
- 

addition,  there  a r e  94 supportbig s t a f f  such a s  t yp i s t s ,  accountants, 

c le rks  e tc .  Although the s c w l  already has 3 big buildings, i n  1976 

the Thai Government gave a budget of 1 2  null ion bahts t o  bulld the  

Eahrth buildinq (6 s t o r i e s  high w ~ t h  a big 400 sea t  auditorium). The 

facul ty  : student r a t e  is  1:3. 

C. Student Dody 

Since 1948, thc  Faculty of Public Health has produced various 

kxnds of health personnel a t  the  associate degree leve l  (diploma l e v e l ) ,  

bachelors degree level ,  anif masters degree level.  Each student usunlly 

spends 1-2 ye= a t  t h s  Faculty of Publlc Health p r io r  t o  h ~ s  o r  her 

graduatxon. From 1948 t o  1975, the  Faculty has graduated 4,375 health 

workers who now work i n  a l l  of the  71 provinces i n  Thailand. The 

t o t a l  number of gradustes from 1973 t o  1976 c lass i f ied  according t o  

various curricula a r e  shown i n  Table I, including the  t o t a l  number of 



students i n  the  acadenuc year 1976-77 who w i l l  graduate i n  April 1977. 

The new enrollment of Public Bealth students i n  the acac2aic year 1975-76 

and thosi  who gradua td  a t  t he  end of 1 year 's  study ore shown m Table 11 

It was in te res t ing  t o  notc t h a t  t h ~  dropout r a t s  was a h u t  4 % i n  1 

academic year. Usually most of the  dropouts would occur i n  the  f i r s t  few 

weeks of school m i n l y , l u e  t o  t h c l r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  get  a leave of absence 

frolil t he i r  agencies. 

In  1976, t h e  Faculty of Public Health has offered fo r  t he  f r r s t  -tune 

i n  ~ t s  his tory a 1 year internat ibnai  course (blasters of p b l i c  Health 
/or i n  Urban Health) for  physicians, den t i s t s  veterxnarians. A l l  s\lfi]ects 

were taught i n  English. The SEAMEO-sponsored students were 11 1.e. 6 

from Thailand, 3 f r m  Xndonesia, 2 from the  Philippmes. A l l  of them 

w i l l  gracuate i n  March of t h i s  year. More foreign students are expected 

t h i s  year. 

D. Teachng A c b v i t l e s -  

1. New Teaching Act ivi t ies  

No new degree propranmes o r  d i sc ip l ines  were edded during the 

acadcmic year 1976-75, and 1975-76. 

I n  1976-77, The M.P.H. i n  Urban Health Course (an internat ional  

course) was s ta r ted  as mentioned above. I t  1s expected t h a t  the  number 

of Eoreign students w i l l  increase gradually from 11 t o  25 per year over 

the  next few years. 

In  1977-78, the  school w ~ l l  opcn 1 new masters degree proqrame 

2 bachelors degree programmes, and 1 c e r t i f i c a t e  programme a s  follows: 

(1.1) Master of Sciences i n  ? u b l ~ c  Meclth (M.S.P.K.) 

f o r  r.0~1-I D personilel i the f o l l ~ w m ~ :  areas : l-ealth educatior, 

nu t r i t ion ,  public heal th  nursing, environmental health,  infect icus  
/new 

dlsease control ,  and fanuly health,  This curriculum was developed 

because of the  needs expressed by various health agencies, and it 

was nade possible 



throUgil the jou i t  o-£forts of the  Faculty of Public Heaith m c l  t he  

Graduatc School of !lahido1 Univc-rsity. Thirty (30) graduate students 

w i l l  enro l l  i n  Pky 1977. It w l l l  take about 2 years t o  complete the  

course of s tudies  an8 thes i s  requirement. 

(1 .2)  D~ploma Ln Public Health Nursmn2 (TTurse Pract l t ioncr)  

In  the  Fational Health Plan of   hail and (1977-51) the 

Faculty of Public Hcalth w i l l  be responszble for  t ra in ing  1,400 Public 

Health Nurse-Nurse Practitaoncr (PI3-NP) f o r  t he  Ministry of W r ; l r ~  

Health. In May, 1977 140 Nursc Pract i t ioners  N.Pe w i l l  be enrolled 

i n  the  one year course. 

(1.3) Bachelor of Scicnces i n  Public Health with concentrataoq 

In Hmlth Education, Nutrition, e tc .  

This i s  a two years course which used t o  be offered,  but 

w a s  closed down by previous Dean 2 years ago. T l u s  program w l l l  glve 

an oipo=tunity t o  school teachers and nurses with only 10 years of 

primary and secondary eclucation t o  receive a higher education. Thc 

enrollment i n  bfay 1977 i s  expectcd t o  be 50. 

(1.4) C e r t l f l ~ a t a  i n  gnvironmcntal Health 

The Health Departnent of Bangkok Metropolis has requested 

our school t o  t r a i n  50 auxi l iary health workers per year. Thc duratlon 

of study is 6 months a t  our school anC 3-months of f i e l d  pragtice. Tl.2 

f i r s t  group of t ra lnecs  w i l l  s t a r t  i n  March 1977. These graduates w i l l  

become health inspectors i n  the  urban area. Besides these new o r  revised 

progrannnos, various departments hstve planned t o  o f f e r  s m e r  courses 

during Aprii and frrst 2 weaks of May 1977. Soong Nern Research and 

Training Centre, i n  the North East of Thaland,  z l s ~  w i l l  o f f e r  fo r  t h e  

first tuue several  courses i n  colrnuruty development, rural health care .  

e tc .  



E . Research A & i V i t i e s _  

Research s t d y  has been encouraged by providing f i nanc i a l  support 

t o  senior  and Junior teaching s t a f f .  Besides research funds f r m  US 

Army SEATO lab , ,  Mahidol Cnlversity, National Research Councll of 

Thailand, our school ?JSQ received China Medical Board support. For 

t he  pa s t  year, w e  have had 12 research projoctq from 8 departments 

g o k g  on i n  Bangkok and i n  ru r a l  areas with Chlna Medical Boar6 fWs 

($30,00O/year fo r  3 years)  

Some other  b lg  p ro jec t s  a r e  a s  follows: 

1) Village Volunteer i n  Farmly Planning Project  (1975-77) is funded 

by Internztroncl 3~v~ lop rnen t  Research Center- fFDRM; Canada 

($42,500) 

2).Wenlth and,Elygiene Prolect  -. (1977-80) i s  a study of the  egtablls-nt 

oP heal th  volunteers working unders l o c a l  health workers 111 80 

districts i n  Thazland. Thls ]oint study with t he  Ministry of Public 

Health and the  Private sec tor  Community Based Family Planning Service 

(C,FPS) i s  supported by U.S. by U,S. Ageney f o r  ~n t e rn - t i on21  

3 )  Rural Integrated Development Project  

This f i e l d  study ax11 be carr ied out i n  Chana D ~ s t r i c t .  Songkhla 

Province i n  the  southern p a r t  of Thalland and i n  Soong Kern District, 

Nakorn Rajslma Province i n  the  North East ( B . C . )  of Thailand. The 

p r o ~ e c t  attempts t o  develop Health, Agriculture, and Education a t  

-&e-village l eve l  through cooperatives and volunteers. This 3 years 

study w i l l  be f ~ ~ u n b ~  by WI~EF.  

4) Study on Vasactcuiuzed and ??014-Vasecto~zed Men i n  Rural Thailand 

Over 500 persons have already been interviewed. It was funded by 

ICARP . 



5) Production of Biogas (Methane) from Anxmal Manure. Thls study has 

been going on In 69 v l l l ages  i n  t hc  cen t ra l  region of Thailand. 

6) A study on A n  Pollution m Bsngkok 

7) A study on Water Pollution a t  the  Pattaya Beach Resort 

8) A study on V l l l a g  Medical "Quacks" i n  ,the Central and North East 

regions of Thailand 

9) Dengue HemorrhagAc fever and Japanese h c e p h a l l t i s  s tudles  

I n  summary, research studiea a r e  movxng ahcad l n  almost a l l  departments. 

F. Services Activities 

In  term of Cgmun1ty'~ealth -vices, w e  have the  following: 

1) Family Health C Q n w  . h c e  p e ~  tsdek a t  Bangkhen, a suburb of Bangkok. 

2)  Rental klealth c l i n i c  a t  Soong Nern Dis t r ic t  Hospital once per week. 

3) Nutrition c l l n f c  a t  t h e  Faculty of Public HeaZth, twice per week. 

The'serp&Ce is directed a t  the  preve~taon  and detection of coronary 

heart  disease and hypertension a t  i t s  e a r l i e s t  stages. 

4) Soong Nern Conn~mkty Service--Actrvitles 

O u r  teaching s t a f f  a t  Soong Wern Resear& and Tralning Centre a l so  

have helped t o  t r a i n  loca l  heal th  workers In various dzsciplines of 

Public Health 

5) Trarnlng of various leve ls  of Adrmnlstrative health workers i n  Health 

Planning and Hospital Administration 

This rs a l so  considered as another type of community service drrected 

a t  the  providers of heal th  care. These a c t i v i t i e s  were done t w ~ c e  

l a s t  year and f i ~ a n c i a l l y  supported by WHO 



G ,  Cooperation and CollaAoration 

(1) With other schools of Public Health 

The Faculty of Public Health has alreaay signed an agremcnt 

of cooperation for  5 years with the  Sciiool of Public Health, 

University of Hawail. A s imilar  re la t ionshi3 with Columbia 

University is  being sought. The schools of Public Health i n  our 

region have been contacted for  c loser   tie^ i n  the  near future.  

(2)  With Medical Schools and Schools of Health Sclences 

I n  Thailands our Faculty taught i n  various nursing schools, 

mebcal  schoos, and other facu l t ies  a s  well. Jo in t  research 

programmes have been carr ied out rn  a few cnses.Other exchanges 

a re  not done except fo r  a f f i l i c t e d  l ib ra r res .  

For forelgnn schools, we contacted the  School of Health 

Sciences, University of Tokyo In 1976 and hops t o  have sane joint  

research pro-jacts and exchange of students In the  near future.  

(3)  Strong Departzr~ents i n  Faculty of Public Aealth which a re  ready t o  

of fa r  cooperation and co l labora t~on  

Some of t h ~ s e  strong departments are: 

Health Fducation Deppartnent, Publrc Health PJursing Department 

and Nutrition Department. 

(4) Departments In  Faculty of Public Health which would l i ke  t o  receive 

cooperatlon znd co l l abo ra t~on  from other schools 

The mportant areas are  Epidemiology, Public Health thI?c?mrnis- 

t r a t i on ,  3 departments i n  the  cnvironmental health area,  Maternal 

Child snd Family Health Dept.# e tc .  

Associations of whrch Faculty of Public Health o r  a department 1s 

a mmbcr o r  an assoczate member 

None, Some teaching s t a f f  a r e  individual members of the  

Thailand #&ical ~ s s o . T h e  American Medical Association, The kmerlcan 

Public Health Assoclatlon, e tc .  



1.1 Mission 

The Faculty of Public Health i s  an academic in s t i t u t i on  whose 

roles  aro t o  provide upiversity leve l  education, research ac t iv r t l e s ,  

and sarvics  i n  th; f i e l d  of Public Health q~ order t o  s a t i s fy  the 

needs and dtmnds of Thai socicty. In ;?ddition, it mms t o  promte  

PuLlic Health technology and maintain acadatuc standards a t  the  

highest p o s s i b l ~  level .  Thus- the  Faculty is determined t o  search 

for  teaching-learrung a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  disseminate Public ilcalth 

s k i l l s  and knowledge so t h a t  ultimate goal of t ra in ing  conscxentious 

Publxc Heslth personnel with high in t e l l ec tua l  capzcity and c d t m e n t  

w i l l  be echieved. 

Ob3 ect ives  : 

1. To teach anc? t r a i n  various categories of Public Health personlr~el 

according t o  t he  Royal Thai Government IJational Health Plan. 

2. To perform rsscarch concerning new Public Health approaches 

and/or important Public Health problems m Thailand. 

3.  To give Fublic Health consultations t o  al l  who-xaqueat it i n  the 

Pubric and Private sectoxs. 

4. To provide Community Health services when needed. 

1.2 Our  Manpower Development Plan (Table 3) was prepared i n  conjunction 

with bbhidol Uruverslty's Development Plan and the National H e a l t ~  

Plan. Therefore, the  health personnel produced f i t  well with the  

national health programes. 

2. Our main contribution t o  the national health and manpower planning 

and development (1977-1981) is  t o  provide the  l i n i s t r y  of Public 

Health and other c i n i s t z i e s  with &e following: 



(1) PuSlic Health Nurse-Nurse P r x t l t i o n c r s  ( 1 , q O O  FEN-NP) who w i l l  

h l l p  t o  providi  medlcal c - r c  services  i n  r m z l  areas which sti-1 

lack Physicians. 

(2) Corpetont Public IItalth personnil  a t  provinclzl  and d i s t r i c t  l cvc l s  

who w i l l  supervrse the  work of aux i l i a ry  heal th  workers a t  

sub-dls t r ic t  and v i l l age  l eve l s .  

( 3 )  Competent Public Health-minded school tcachers ( ~ n  primary and 

secondary education schools) who w i l l  i ngram t h e i r  students with 

correct  2nd proper hcal th  attitudes and behavior. 

3 .  Our re la t ionships  with the  Ministry of Public Health, l l ln is t ry  of 

I n t e r i o r ,  Ministry of Defense and other public and pr iva te  organi- 

zations a r e  i n  exccl lent  order. 

I. Plans t o  Recrrganlze and RcstruCture t hc  School 

In  April 1976, thc  e n t i r e  facul ty  elected me (Debhanom Muanqnan, M.D.) 

a s  the  Dean. During my .? year term (1976- 80) as the Dezn of the Faculty 

of Publzc Ilcalth, I hsve alreedy done and a l s o  p la i  t o  do as  follows. 

(1) Reorgznization of the  Dean's Offlce (Fig. 1) 

Besides 1 D~puty  Dean, 4 Assistant  Deans were appointed t o  

r - l i eve  t he  h>-vy load of t hc  Dean i n  t he  following areas: 

a) Planninq and Development of t he  Faculty 

bl Acads~ac k f f a l r s  

C )  Studcnt E f f a i r s  

d )  Gencrzl lidrmnistration 

The Deputy Deal r l s o  helps t o  look a f t e r  a l l  4 areas  l l s t a d  

above. 

( 2 )  lb Attain Functional Inteorat ion among some Departnents with 

S l ~ l ' - r  ?ck. ro-a'ds 

The Fnculty of Publlc Health has 12 departments and some of them 

have s imllar  backgrounds such a s  Sanitary Sciences Dept-, Occupation 

Elealth Dept., an6 Sanitary Engineering Dept. Conflicts  h ~ v e  

develcped i n  t e r n  of dupl icat ion i n  t a a c h n g  and research. 



The lpproach ~t tha present tune is  to  t r y  t o  oromotc Functltlonc" 

Integration In both aformentioned areas. Jolnt  projects of 

teachinq and r~seclrcfihave bccn developed and zmplemented. 

However, wewlll hovt to  wait t o  see the outcome of t h i s  new 

approach. 



Fig. 1 Detailed Orqanization Chart of Faculty of Public Wealth 

Faculty Board +I I 
Deputy Dean I 

Dean's Office 4' 

- 

- BlOStatlStiCs 
- Epzdemiology - Health Education 

Teachlng Departments 

- Microbiology - Nutrition 
- MCH - Public Health Administration 
- Occupational Health 
- Sanitary Science 
- Sanitary Engineering 
- Parasitology 
- Public Health Nursing - Soong Nern Research & 

Training Center 

As st. Deilr. 
(?lanning & Dev. ) 

Asst. Dean 
(Academic Aff aim) (Student Affalrs) 

- Fcrelgn Relations office - Curriculum Committees - Student Health Bnrvice 
- DL'v. Planning Committee a) Dlplorna - Student Dono 
- Curriculum & Prolect b) Bachelors degree - Student Advisor Committee 

Dqv. Committee C) Master degree - Extracurricular Committee - Personnel & Buildxng - Library - Scholarship Committee 
Dev. Committee - Research Committee - Alumni & Graduate - Audiovisual Cofianitbee Employment Unit - Follow-up & Eval. 

COmuttee - Continuing ~duc. Committee - Text E3oob & Jo~~rnal 
.rEommlttee 

(Gen Fdmln. 1 

- Regxstrcr 
Personnel & 

Correspondence 
- F~ccountlng & Finance 
- Supply & flnintenlnce 
- Vchiale & 
Trnsportation Unit 

- Audiovisual Public Relation Unlt Unit ti 



Table 1 Various Categories o f  t h e  Graduates, from t h e  Faculty of  Publ ic  Health, 

Mahldol Universi ty,  Thailand from 1974 t o  1976 

* Since 1974, Faculty bf Public Health has  temporarily closed &wn B.Sc.(HE) and 
B.Sc. (NUT. & Die te t i c s )  f o r  school teachers 

Curriculum 

C. Master Degree Programs 

1.1 MPH (general  Public  
Health o r  h o s p i t a l  
adrmn. ) 

1.2 MPH (Urban Health) *** 

EI .Bachelor Degree Programs 

2.1 B.Sc. (Health Ed.) 

2.2 B.Sc. (Nutr i t ion  of 
D i e t .  ) 

2.3 B.Sc. (San. Sciences) 

2.4 A.Sc. (Occup. Health) 

2.5 B.Sc.(P.H. Nursing) 

**** 
I1.Diploma Programs 

3.1 D i p .  i n  PAN 
(general  pub l i c  hea l th )  

** These s tudents  w i l l  uraduate i n  Apri l  1977 

*** Thls course is taught  e n t i r e l y  i n  ~ n g l i s h  having 11 S ~ ~ ~ ~ O - s ~ o n s o r e d  .Students 
(3 s tudents  from Indonesia, 2 s tudents  frcm Phi l ippines ,  and 6 s tudents  from 
%ailand) 

Duration 
of  

Study 
(yrs) 

1 

1 

1-2 

1- 2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

**** I t  is equivalent  to  Associate Degree. 

3.2 Dip. i n  PHN 
(nurse 1 r a c t i t i ~ n e ~ )  , - I  

Total 

1973-74 

(14) 

14 

- 

(228) 

3 5 

45 

56 

12 

80 

(129) 

116 

13 

371 

1976-77** 

(27) 

16 

11 

(151), 

8 

11 

33 

9 

90 

(199) 

150 

Academic 

1974-75* 

(15) 

15  

- 

(135) 

59 

36 

36 

4 

40 

(133) 

113 

49 

377 

Year 

1975-76 

(15) 

15 

- 

(186 

53 

34 

3 5 

5 

59 

(179) 

159 

20 

323 

20 

380 
I 



Table 2 New Enrollment of  Students  a t  Faculty of  Public Health, 

Mahidol University I n  the  academc year 1975-76 and t h e i r  

drop ou t  r a t e s  in 1 year 

* Ca31r:ot c a l c u l a t e  ecause of  d i f f e r e n t  co .or t  c ro-tps. 

Drop o u t  Rate 

- 

6 8 

, * 
- 
- 
- 
8 % 

12 % 

0 S 

6.5 % 

Curriculum 

I. Master Degree Programs 

M.P.H. 

11. =elor Degree Programs 

2.1 B.Sc. (Health Ed.) 

2.2 B.Sc. (Nutr of D i e t . )  

2.3 B.Sc. (San. Sciences) 

2.4 B,Sc.(Occup. Health) 

2.5 B.Sc. (P.H. Nurslng) 

2.6 Third Year Public  
Health s tudents  

11. Associate Degree Programs 

3.1 Dip. i n  PHN 
(general* Public  Health) 

3.2 Dip. i n  PHN (N.P.) 

Tota l  

1'575 - 76 

1.10. of  s tudents  
enrol led  ~n 1975 

16 

55 

40 

36 

5 

64 

5 3 

180 

20 

469 

No. of  s t u d e n t s  
graduated m 1976 

15 

53 

34 

35 

5 

59 
-k - 

159 

20 

380 



Table 3 Annual Targets of Public Health Graduates a t  the  Faculty of ~ u b i i c  Health, 

Mahidol University, Thailand, 1977-1981 

(1) International course i n  English 
(2)  Master of Sciences i n  Publlc Health fo r  paramedical personnel 
(3) For those who f in i sh  1 2  years of schooling + 2 years a t  Faculty of Scienceti, 

Mahidol University 
(4) For those with 10 years of schooling + 3h years at nursing schools Or 4 years 

a t  teacher 's  college 

Curriculum 

;I. Master Degree Programs: 
1. pJ 

1.1 MPH(Pub1ic Health 
o r  Hospital -in.) 

1.2 MPHtUrban Health) 

2. M.Sc. (Biostat) 

3. M.S.P.H. (2) 

Total 
+ 

I. Bachelor Degree Programs: 
2.1 -. (Public Health) 

Program- I ( 3 )  

Program-I1 (4) 

2.2 B.SC. (PHN) 

m t a l  

1Z.Associate Degree Programs: 
Diploma m PHh' 

(1) General Public IIcalth 

(2) Nurse Pract i t ioner  

Total 

Gfrmd Total 
- 

Duration 
of 

study 
(yrs) 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1977 

25 

2 5 

5 

30 

85 
k*h ~ 

2 

100 

100 

70 

270 

50 

140 

190 

I 545 

1978 

2 5 

25 

!i 

50 

1980 

25 

25 

5 

50 

105 

100 

100 

70 

270 

50 

315 

365 

740 

1979 

25 

25 

5 

50 

1981 

25 

2 5 

5 

50 

105 

100 

100 

70 

270 

50 

315 

365 

740 

105 

100 

100 

70 

270 

50 

315 

365 

740 

Total 

125 

1 2  5 

25 

2 30 

505 

500 

500 

350 

1,350 

250 

1,400 

1,650 

I 
3,505 

--- 

105 

100 

100 

70 

270 

50 

315 

365 

( 740 
I , ,  ~ , 


