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I. REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR AND DISCUSSION 

EM/~c3/22, 1950 

. . . "The major task within t h i s  l a s t  year has been t o  col lect  information 

on the dominant health problems i n  the Region. Such information is indispensable 

because, without It, it is impossible t o  make comprehensive and long-term plans 

t o  rea l ize  the standards of health of tha people i n  a l l  the countries of the 

~egion.. ." 

13.4 V i t a l  and Health S t a t i s t i c s  

In this ,Region, only two countries have carried out a population census 

before World Wsr 11 and eight  since.  In s i x  countries none has ever been 

in*, %ere am f ive countries where no data on v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  are available 

and in met of the others, these s t a t i s t i c s  are incomplete and therefore of 

l i t t l e  use.  . m e  s t a t i s t i c s  of causes of death which are of special  importance 

i n  planning a heal th  policy provide some guidance i n  three countries only. 

Health a t a t f s t i a s  i n  general give very l i t t l e  information i n  t h i s  respect and 

that in less than half the countries of the Region. I n  the others, they 

are not available.  The only data. which can be obtained fo r  these s t a t i s t i c s  

i n  tfbe %@on as  a whole are figures on numbers of physicians and hospital  beds. 

A sepcu$%. document on v i t a l  and health s ta t is t ics1)  is put before the  Mmnittee. 

&W og. these f ac t s  and also tha t  v i t a l  and heal th  s t a t i s t i c s  are essent ia l  

to deveelopment of health services,  EMRO has, since its foundation, attached 

muoh bportpnce t o  improving these conditions. As a f i r s t  s tep  as ear ly  as 

1951, a two-months' s t a t i s t i c a l  t ra ining course was orgmized. Its forty- 

four m i c i p a n t s  from nine countries were regarded as providing a foundation 

on Hhioh t o  develop s t a t i s t i c a l  services but it was soon realized tha t  most of 

thW had l i t t l e  in te res t  i n  the work and a t  present, only a few of those who 

attended are working in t h a t  f i e ld .  

The next &bp was t o  grant fellowships fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  education and 

tt'ainiag. m &hie respect,  the  work of t he  International S t a t i s t i c a l  Centre 

i n  Beirut rt~st be mentioned. There, ten fellows from seven countries have 



followed a six-months' oaurse; in 1954/1955 five were trained i n  v i t a l  md 

health s tat iabics rrs well. The Regional Adviser In Vital and Health S ta t i s t i c s  

lectured there on that subject fo r  a period of four weeks. w e n p o r e ,  

three fellowships have been awarded for  a higher s t a t i s t i a a l  courae in bndon. 

A centrs' fo r  advanaed s t a t i a t i a a l  studies i s  being eet up in Cairo. 

Eb$iO has are- declared i ts  readiness t o  ass is t  i n  its establishment. W s ,  

tbe csatre in Beirut w i l l  provide training fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  techrdcians and the 

oentre i n  Calm fo r  s ta t ia t ia ians  holding a higher degree. 

EMRO has been steadily inareasing its act iv i t ies  i n  the study of the 

oFganizatlon Of s t a t i s t l oa l  services of countries of the Region Md has made 

mqseations 1w improvemants. m the lest year, m e y s  and ceoarmeatlanr 

have been Owt. iD. five countt.iea (Iraq, Jordan, &banon, Libya, Syria). Swse 

obuntrlem uem greatly interested in developing their e ta t i s t i ca l  aerMoes and 

sortie of the  ada at ions made have already been put Into effeat.  

Beeldes these meeaurea, -ah aim a t  raising the level of v i t a l  end health 

s t a t i s t i c s  in the Region as a whole, B l R O  agsigned a conmiltant t o  Ban for  a 

period of f i f teen months, ending in Deaomber 1955. Speaial krveys  on popu- 

lation, trachoma and maternal and child health were carried out i n  tha t  country 

and the interesting resul ts  obtained were published. h addition t o  these 

surveys, the candftions which influence the collection and organization of 

v i t a l  and health s t a t i s t i c s  were studied and proposals fo r  the establie)8nent 

of s s t a t i s t i c a l  servide Ln the Ministry of Health of Iran were submitted by 

As a resul t  of thia,spadework and thanks t o  the e f fo r t s  of United Nation8 

sad bi la tera l  agemies, especially USICA, the possibi l i t ies  of in i t ia t ing  

ef fh lent  and adequate v i t a l  and health s t a t i s t i c s  systems in the countries 

of the Region are far greater than they were in 1949. 

]1MI~Ci'/24. 1957 

The following points emerged from the discusmion8 of the Fiepost of 

the Regional Mmotor which aovered the period 1 August 1956 t o  jO June 1957r 

d) The importance of WHO short-term consultants in v i t s l  and health 

s t a t i s t i o s  t o  t r a in  personnel and help In the expamion of national'scrvioes 

was stressed' and the 1958 Seminar on the subject ww expected to bring 

valuable resul ts .  The International S ta t i s t i ca l  Ei3ucation Centre was 

mentioned as being 02 great assistance t o  countries of the Region. 



FN/RC812, 1958 

The following main.points emerged from the discussions on the Annual 

Report of the Regional Director: 

g) Vital  and health s t a t i s t i c s  were essent ia l  in a l l  health a c t i v i t i e s  

nnd there was a need fo r  tretined s t a t i s t i c i a n s ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  ~ s i s t a n t s ,  

clerks a2xi oornputors. The preparation of an Arabic adaptation or* the 

Manual oi the International S t a t i s t i c a l  Classification of Diseases, 

'Injuries and Causes of Death was under s t u d y .  

EM/Ft~g/14, 1952 

The following main points emerged from the discussions on the Annual 

Report of the Regional Director: 

f) Added emphasis should be placed on the development of v i t a l  and 

health s t a t i s t i c s  which were essent ia l  t o  progress i n  a l l  f i e lds  of 

health.  

E ~ / ~ C l 2 / 1 4 ,  1962 

Following are some of the main points tha t  emerged from the statements 

made by Regreeentatives in  considering the Annual Report of the  Regional 

Director r 

m) Evaluation of national health plans and achievements, as  well as of 

WHeassisted projects  was important and should be undertaken regularly. 

In t h l s  connexion, the v i t a l  and health s t a t i s t i c s  services throughout 

the Region needed t o  be strengthened; here WHO assistance par t icular ly  

i n  'the form of advisory services and fellowships fo r  t ra ining both 

inside and outside the Region, was needed. 

11. RESOWTIONS OF THE REGIONAL CMI'lT'EE 

E M / E C ~ / ~ ~  Rev. 1 (Items 9 ,  Resolutions of the  Second World Health Assembly) 

EM/RC~/R.)~, 1949 (October) 

9. The Regional Committee 



9.4 RE@?I~B thq Regional Director t o  make necessary arrangements 

fo r  holding a oonfenrrcle within the Region for the purpose of 

studying bealth s t a t i s t i c s  and th methods of their inf t ia t ion  and 

lmprot~ement ia the different countries and t o  arranga far the 

serviaes of a consultant o r  an adviser; ond 

l#Yf!EB the offer of the Representative of Ism1 thrt the 

s ta tb t t aa l  servioea of N s  country are available t o  sssirrt the 

members of the Region. 

Qy/M/13, . . 1s 

~ R O ~ ~ R . ~  ' (~eso lu t ims  on Public Health Services and ~ t a t i s t l w )  

The SubCQami-ttee aonsidemd the doe-ntl)aulsmitted by -fie Reg$,@ 

DiEIY)etor; 

Recognizing the w e d  of s t a t i s t i c a l  data i n  planning and evaluating 

public health r?mgt.amnes, 

1. RECOL"VMENC~ that Member States make a l l  possible ef for ts  t o  establish 

o r  expand v i t a l  and health s t a t i s t i c s  services and take steps towarcls staf'fing 

these services wlth adequately eduoated personnel; 

2. RFXJS#&3 that d Siminar for senior personnel in v i t a l  and health 

f i s t i a t t c s  lPiroioe8 bf the,  Eastern Mediterranean countries be organized on 

ths lines' s e t  out i n  the' recomnandations' of dooumant E+l/~~6/13 as soan aa the 

beoetwary fmds can be made available: 

3* R&- .tha Regional Director t o  make a survey on v 9 t d  and health 

i ~ S & i s t t ~ s  WW$- in $he Eastern Mediterranean countriee and t o  pmaent h i s  

f%din@ t o  a m u m  sealrlon of the Regional Comittee; 

4. C u U l W b a l . t h  administration of MemberStntea t o  pmvlde the 

Regional Director with the information -red for  the aurvey. 

The importmoe of the arai l2bil i ty t o  a l l  countriee of the RegAw of 

untform information on health statistics for  purposes of comparison was stressed. 

There was &so a need for s o r ~  field surveys for the evaluation of health 

messures and for  the convening of a Vital and Health S ta t i s t i c s  Seminar. 
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Following i s  the  reso lu t ion  on Vi ta l  and Health S t a t i s t l c s :  

EM/R@/R. 7 

The Regional Committee, 

Having discussed the  s i t u a t l o n  as regards v i t a l  and hea l th  s t a t i s t i c s  

services  i n  t h e  Region; 

Aware t h a t  a knowledge cf re iavant  f a c t s  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  a successP~l .  

administrat ion of hee l th  services ;  

Recognizing t h a t  c o l l e c t i n g  2nd analysing s t a t i s t i c s  is  t h e  s a f e s t  and 

l e a s t  expensive way of discovering the  f a c t s  a s  regards h e a l t h  condit ions i n  

a country and a valuable help  i n  supervising the  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  departments 

and s t a f f  of t h e  hea l th  services ;  

Recognizing t h e  insuff ic iency,  both quan t i t a t ive ly  and q u a l i t a t i v e l y ,  of 

t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s t a f f  i n  t h e  min i s t r i e s  of heal th  and i n  o the r  departments 

concerned with s t a t i s t i c s  i n  most countr ies  of t h e  Region; 

Noting t h a t  t h e  few s t a t i s t i c s  published a re  lacking i n  uniformity, making 

a comparison of  d a t a  between the countr ies  d i f f i c u l t ;  

1. ENDORSES t h e  v i m  t h a t  a well-de7reloped system .for  v i t a l  and i leal th 

s t a t i s t i c s  i a  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a proper hea l th  administrat ion;  

2. RE- t h a t  the  Member S t a t e s  of the  Region: 

(1) encourage the t r a i n i n g  of s t a t i s t i c i a n s  specia l ized i n  v i t a l  and 

h e a l t h  s t a t i s t i c s ;  

(2) strengthen the  s t a t i s t i c a l  se rv ices  of the  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  by 

r e c r u i t i n g  a sufficient numi-~er of well- trained s t a t i s t i c i a n s  and 

a u x i l i a r y  personnel; 

(3 )  co-ordinate a c t i v i t i e s  between the  c o m t r ~ e s  i n  order  t o  obta in  t h e  

des i rab le  uniformity i n  the  da ta  produced,and i n  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  

publ ica t ions ;  

(4) undertake, when poss ib le ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  inves t igat ions  before starting 

new a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the f i e l d  of hea l th  and t h e  care of the s i c k ,  o r  

re-organizing work already under way; 

3 .  RZQUESTS t h e  Regional Director  t o  increase the  provisions f o r  fellow- 

s h i p s  and l e c t u r e r s  on t h i s  subjec t  t o  the  In te rna t iona l  S t a t i s t i c a l  Education 

Centre i n  Beirut .  



Sub-cornittee B - Technical Discussion (Poliomyelitis) 

The resolution adopted ... 
1. URGES Member States: 

(i) to make the notification of poliomyelitis compulsory by law if it 

is not yet so; and 

(ii) to promote the system of reporting the disease in order to facilitate 

the accumulation of accurate statistical data that would give a 

true picture of the epidemiological situation; 

Sub-Comnittee A & B - Technical Discussion (Tuberculosis Control) 

Following is the resolution on the Tecnnical Discussions: 

The Regional Comnittee, ... 
3. RECOhMENlX that: 

(4) Efforts be exerted to develop methods for more accurate measure- 

ment of the tuberculosis problem and the satisfactory reporting and 

registration of tuberculous cases;  

The Regional Comnittee, 

Having studied the document on Improvement of Vital and Health Statistics 

in the Countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region; 

Considering the basic importance to public health administration of the 

development and strengthening of systematic procedures for ensuring adequate 

vital and health statistics; 

Noting that the existing data .&re not sufficient to allow for a quanti- 

tative evaluation of the health situation in the Region or comparisons between 

countries; 
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Noting t h a t  a major obstacle t o  the  improvement of v i t a l  and hea l th  

s t a t i s t i c s  is t h e  shortage of t r a ined  s t a t i s t i c a l  personnel, 

1. URGES Member S t a t e s  t o  pursue t h a i r  e f f o r t s  I n  the  f i e l d  of v i t a l  

and heal th  s t a t i s t i c s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by undertaking per iodic  population census, 

improving t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i o n  on r e g i s t r a t i o n  and repor t ing of v l t a l  events and 

development of  the  various f i e l d s  of' heal th  s t a t i s t i c s ,  e s t ab l i sh ing ,  i f  they 

have n o t a l r e a d y  done so, na t iona l  committees on v i t a l  and hea l th  s t a t i s t i c s ;  

organizing seminars and m e e t i r ~ s  on the  subject ;  s t i m u ~ a t i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of 

s t a t i s t i c a l  personnel; 

'2. REQLmTS tilt Region 1 l i i rec t  r t~ continue t o  provide fellowships 

and tcacning i n  heal-n s t a t i s t i c s  ma T O  r e ~ d e r  incr tas ing s t a t i s t i c a l  a s s i s -  

t m c e  and advice on s t a t i s t i c a l  organizat i- . !~ w.:l devciopnent t o  countr ies  

request ing it. 


