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‘Expert Committes Meeting, 23 - 28 May 1949

The committee, after discussing at length this importsitt subject,
unanimously agreed-#n. the following resclution:

The Expert Committse on Health Statistics,
consldering

(1} that the Interiational Conference fo¥ the Sixth DederpdaliBiwisicn of the
i of Diseands ahd Caiisés cf Death, héld 43 Pafds from 26 to
Loy recommended that ‘the various governwm¥e-of the world
13 Mtteas on vital and health staistiel @8 that the study

sty dtabistioal problems 3n the field of hdliihibe decentralized

;Wld Health Assembly; held in Genewa ‘Oidig July 1948,
Bilpndation and that the Worid Health Orgaliiigyfsn.sibsequently
WY Gevermments to create such-commitéees

) Mom have responded to this request and hikps set up

o aivl that & mmber of other nations- are no@.dn the process
al. gommitteas or equiyalent bodies;

Hisd fMatlonal commitiees are expected to report thefie findings and
g from. time to time, to the WHO'Expert Comiilftse an Health
Statlmm' Sjntapntional consideration, ciearance 6 nafionsl viewpoints .
‘ Fith the interested statistiecal services of other inter-

(1) that:'WHO renew its effort, through normal channels, to foster the creation
of national committees o suilt their particular needs in the field of medical
and publ{o-heal¥h statistics;

(2) that WHO issué an Informative document setting forth tha motives and
background for the establishment of national committees on vital and health
statistios, emphasfsing thelr objectives, suggesting problems which might need
solutlon, and ivportimon the present status of those natlionel committees
already organized;
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(3) that thia document be amply supplied to governments for distribution to

interested nationai -organizations, and supplied also to those national committees

(or their equivalehts) already 1ln operation;

(4) that a fodal tnit for mainteining Pelationship with mixtionml comnittees

(or their equivalents) be established in the WHO Secretacimt, this to include:
(a) an exohiange service for national committees; reportinig on their work

and supplyleg information which might be of valué™bo¥iem,

and

{b) a sonsulting astaff adequately provided withifunds Toi travel and

other nendiedry expenses 8o as to enable them to*assist fiational committees
ﬁm Pregremmes, this staff to include not only WEKE #¥¥icers, but also
3. danliftied consultants who will assist such s netional committee,
otsher’ wmu- own, which may ask for their help - ¥l #uration and the
charagtér of this aid and the methods to be followed shall be established

by ‘betwoen WHO and the interesteéd oerttes:

{5) that WRk#hould initiate an international con.erence of representatives
of national Samittees to be sent at the expense of their respective governments,

this geeting $é be held early in 1952,

Expert Cémefitoe Moeting, 18 - 21 April 1950
The. coimittes -adopted the following resolutionsse
I T Etpert Committee on Health Statistics,

Cansidering that, pursuant to the recommendations of the Expert Committee
on Bealth 3tatistics, adopted at its [irst session, seveéral nations have now
organized national commiftees on vital and health statistics,

RECOMMENDS strongly an early implementation of the resolution adopted by
the Sesond Health Assembly concerning the establishment of a focal unit for
maintaining relationship with national committecs (or other national equivalents).

II The Expetrt Gommittee on Health Statisties

RECOMMENDS -that WHO take steps to initiate an international confercnce of
raepresentatives of natiocnal commitiecs, to be scnt at the expense of their

regpective: govemmerits;' this meeting to be hecld early ih 1952,
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Expert Committee Meeting, 21 - 29 November 1951 %)

I.5 In the ocourae of discussions on various sources of morbidlty statistics,
the wide variety of methods employed in different countries to collect and
analyse morbidity data became apparent.

The committee recognized that this diversity of procedures was hindering
the international comparability of morbidity statistics.  If.considered,
therefore, that if substantial improvement in this field ‘were to be achieved
this could b# best obtained through the closest contact and éxchange off infor-
mation and views Wmong the various naticnal  agencies respohsible for the
collection ahd anaklysis of morbidity data.

It wan #8e view of the committee that from the national standpeint the
national ocomeittassd on vital and health statistics, or their equivalents,
congTIWRE b Best means whereby this close international co-operation could
be achieved,: ."The committee considered it desiracle that steps be taken to
enlarge the nusber of national committees on vital and health -statistics and

to bring abowt. a- fuller exchange of Information among them.

The compitide yecognized that there were a number of basie problems in
connextion with morbidity statistics requiring urgent preparatory study and
consigered that these problems could best be studiec by small groups of national
committees cm vital arid health statistics working in close co-operation.

Iy view of the above considerations,

4. Bxpert Committee on Health Statistics

%+ ENDORSBS the recommendation of the first session oi the Expert
Cormittee on Health Statistics relating to the setting-up of national
oommittees on vital and health statistics;

2, ENDORBES the recommendation ol the second scssion of the Expert
Committee ‘ot Health Statistics relating to the convening of an interna-
f‘.lonal conference oi representatives of national committees on vital and
health shfiﬁieﬂ. or their equivalents, to be sent at the expense of
their reepective governments;

3«  NOTES that it has not been possible to prepare for such a couference
to be held in 1952; and
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4. RECOMMENDS
(1) that such a conference be convened carly in 1953;
(2) that this conference should consider, inter alia:

{(a) worbidity definitions of a general nature, definitions of
hospital terminclogy, and definitions of varicus rates ol
morbidity;

{o) adaptations end selected lists from the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes
of Death.

IT.4 The cosmitins reviewed with great interest the substantial progress which
has been mt e organization of national committees on vital and health

o Gefmighout the world and noted the wide variety of the subject-
matter withm they are working. It feels that already this type of
meohanism ‘s hegimpging to pass from an experimencal into a fiore permanent phase
and that the natlional committees are becoming an increasingly powerful factor
for the Misessit of vital and health statistics.

In viéw - this growth and diverse development it is becoming more and
more importsat that the pattern of national commitices be reassessed.
Consequently,

The Bpirt Comimittec on Hoalth Statisties

ICOMMER that the proposed international conference of naticnal committees
on ¥1¥i} and Bbglth statlstics should be convened under the auspices oi the
World Health Owganization early in 1953, 1f possible, and that_this conference
shmlld"'lncludve,,-aa a major element on its =genca, " review of the objectives,
or«ganizationgl patterns, programmes, and working rclationships of national
‘committees with eaoch other and with iﬁter‘national agencics, Such a review
should lead to the establishment by the conference of a set of guiding principles
for these vari.eus wdies in thelr mutual interrelationships and thus bring about
their maximum effMtiveneSS for the solution of the international- statistlcal
problems -in which they arc jointly concerncd.
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Expart Committee Meeting, 10 - 14 December 19561)

The establishment of national commitlees on vital and healih statistics
was reccommended at the Conference for the Sixth Revision of the International
Lists of Digeasés and Causes of Death (Paris, 1948}; this recommendation was
endorsed by the First World Health Assembly. The main purpose of these
committees is to facilitate the exchinge of information- and views betwecen the
Variousnutipmlaagencies responsible ior the colleciion and analysis of vital
and health Statigtics and their objectives were d=Iined at the First Interna-
tional Confepence of Natlonsl Committecs (London, 1953)% ass

(a) To. pelp in assessing the needs for vital and health statistics, in
evaluating the degrees to which the needs are met, and in-providing vital and.
health réshedils 400 statistics satisfactory and useful to the individuals and
groups whd Al suh records and statistics.

(b) + Yo Dl to achieve essential uniformity in records, methods, and
tabulat o Ear $he production of the minimum ccre of comparable vital and
health staskgtius needed for national or international. purposes.
the p,eeda “mt’eﬂmeﬂ of procedures and users o vital and health records

o8, at all lévels, are given rull expression and receive duc

.a free flow of in’ormaticn zni exchange of views, so thab

considerat i,

(d) %o Pelate the actlvities and functions of diverse agencies or organi-
avoiding PoAl wasteful overlapping of effort and important gaps in esscntial
aspects o statigtical data.

.statistics, so that they work as a co-ordinated whole,

(e) To malke .wvital and health statisties of greater practical use and appeal

{f) . To stimulate needed statistical studics by those persons or groups
best able to undertake them.

(g) PO stimulate the tralning and supply of an adequate number of skilled
workers in the field of vital and health statisties, and to encourage tne
interast of th‘mdical profession in the valua of the statiétical approach to
their problems.
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(h}) To assist when desirasble or necessary in the implementation of
international recommendations in this field.

-The Committee tock gognizance of recent developments concerning national
committees, axpressed its satisfaction that 33 national commlttees have so far
been established, and endorsed previous recommendations on this subject to the
effect that ocuntries which bave not yet established a natiopal committee or
equivalent body should consider the desirability of doing so. Purthermore,

I The Expert Coumittee on Health Statistics,

Considering that the Netional Committees on Vital znd Health Statistics
or their eguivalamts are among the best means of studying the variety of
problenms svising ip the rapidly expanding field of morbidity sgtatistics and
of mecuring isternational comparability of data.

RECOMMENGE thph the World Health Organization continue its effort to
foster the establishment of such committees, and at the same time expand the
éxchange of infopWitlion between those already. established.

I¥ The Expert Gpamitiee on Health Statistics

Teking liato sdaount that problems involved in the collection of health
statistios vary wfih loeal conditions: availability of medical personnel,
asfministrative maghinery, as well as local customs, ete.;

Realizing What these problems could b: more use'ully discussed on a
migional o infar-eglonal basis between specialists from countries presenting
odiparabls conditiens than on a world-wide basis,

RECQMMENDS that regional or inter-regional conferences should be held
pe¥iodically, with the technical co-operation of WHO Headquarters snd pertinent
regional offices and the active participation of National Committ2es in the area,
1)

Expert Committee Mpeting, 29 September - 4 Octcber 1958

The Expert Committee took note of the activities o) notional ccomuittees
on vital and health statistics since its previous session. It recognized the
impertance of the work being carried out by national committees in a large
number of ooimtz‘iea, the stimulus thaﬁ these committees gave to the development
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wi health statistics, both in their ocwn nationel sphere and internationally,
and the important amount of information that was heing exchanged betwesen
national committees on vital and health statistics through the Liaison Centre
in the WHO Secretariat. As a further step in exXchanging information between
national committees on vital and health statictics, the Committee urged that
from time to time the WHO Secrefariat should isgue collated reports of work
carried out by national committees, summarizing the pcesition that had been
reached internationally in various health statistics fields. The Committee
expressed concern at the fact that some national committees had not reported
ont their work during a number of years, that only 357countrieé had sc far
eztablished a national committee on vital and heaith sﬁatistics and that the
increase in this mumber over the last two years hed becn only two, while theA
World Health Organization now comprises eighty-cight Member and Associate
Member Btates. ' The Committee emphasized the advantages of the existence of
a national commlttee to underteke the function of making an appraisal of the
health statisties programme of the country in order tb bring,td the sttention
of hational authorities eoncerned th. cxistznce ol paps and suggestions Tor
improvements.:: The support of national commiitees is often an important clement

in gecuring ¥esohirees for implementing bhezlth stotistics. programmes.

‘The Expest. Committee stressed that national committees on vitzl and health
atatistics should be urged to keep the lorld Health Organization regularly,
and at least Mwigally, informed of their activitiss.

National pommittees should be requestied to submit to WHO a statement of
dow {ar they had eucgeeded, and what difficulties they had encountered, in
implementing the recommendations of tre Iirsi World Health Assembly and the
84ixth Revision Coniarence concerning the national and international funetions

ef national committees on vital and health statistics,

The Committee slso discusses the useulness o) convening international
conferences of nat’onal committees on vital zna health statisties. It was
generally relt that such meetings should sreferably be on & regional rather

than on a world basia.



