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The idea of esstablishing Mational O ommittees on Vital and Health Statisties,.
suggested by the First World Health Assembly and recommended at the Sixth Decennial
Revision Conferance, was to create in member countries technical bodies concerned
with vital and health statisticil problems which would enable international
organizations such as JHO to work with individual naticons in the field of wital
and health statistics and bring about better international co-ordinmation in this
fisld and improvement in the uniformity of health statistics in the world., The
value of such a body developing vital and h=:lth statistics in a country itself

as w2ll as internationally was repeatedly stressed by the Expert Committee on

Vital and Health Statistics and recognigzed by several couniries.

To date, L3 countries have created a National Committee on ¥ital and Health
Statistic¢e, or a similer body, and several others are on the point of establishing
ong - many on the initiative of WHD project officers assisting countries in

defining wavs of improving their vital and health statistics.

The orgzanization :xnd methods of working of the existing committees differ
substantially according to the organization of th: government and health
statisticzl servicas, Also, the min purvose and activities of the commitiee
depend on the organization »nd staze of developrent of vital and health statistics
in a country. In countries where vital and health statistics activitiess are
not contained in one central body, such a commitiee plays an important part as a
co-ordinative body. Among different crganizations, members are selscted to
resresant an organization, institute or authority, concerned with vital and
nzzlth statistics rathsr than an arza of competence. In such a way a broad
exchainge of views between various orvunizations with diiferent interests in the
subject can be ensured, the whole range of statistical nesds and possibilities
considared, the statistical work co=-ordinated and costly overlapping prevented.
The existence of such a co-ordinative body in the country also enables WHQ to work

with that particular country.
While the Committee‘is considered primsrily as an advisory body giving

guidanee on difficult statisticzl problems in this field the representation

according to area of comletence is decisive on the selection of the members



of the committee. Several countries with a cantralized svstem of vital and

health statisti.g, where one central governmentszl body lms been concerned with

vital and health'statistics, as well as the couniries without such a systen,

ave experienced the benefit of naving such an expert committee. The problems
diccussed by national committees varied a lot and they reflected the stages of
development achieved in different fi2lds of statistics and those fields which

were of interest for thz prosent nsads of correspomding national health services,

As far as developing countries were concerned, whers the existing vital and health
statistics system was not satisfactory because of laclh of infornation available,

the methodology used or ths fact that the vital and health statistical serviess

had barely cormmenced, the committes paid attention first of all to the guestion

off vhat kind of vital and health statistics were needed. in the country for different
surposes of health, and other sa2rvices, and wiere the priority should be. The
raview of the existing situation on vital and hoalth statistices in the country

was considered by tha committee as the basis for further discussion. Reco:menda tions

ware then rade regardinz the work of ths committze.

The main zetivities of the national committees in the period between their
establishment and thz end of 1962 consisted in =eneral of : = a) review of
existing svsbem in various fields of vitzl and hzalth statistics and recommencatiors
Tor improvsment b) assessment of nseds for the information-for various fields
of health service activiiies ¢) evaluation of statistical s stem existing in a .
country amd data collacted d) study of problems of statisticsl methodology
e} stimlation of statistical studies :nd field surveys f)  plan for fubure
devaloprent of vitdl, population, morbidity, health sarvice dnd other rélated
statistics g} co-ordination of statistical work between different agencies
involved in statistical work h) evalustion of prozrammes for training in vital
and health statistics and adviceé on problems conmected ‘with the  statistical
training of medicsl and paramedical persomnel 1) study of ways of uwtdilization
of statistical data. Jj) encouragemsnt of the publication of statistical
information and participation in dsciding the scope of publications k) study
of definitions, standards, classifications, rates, forms anc¢ instructions

recormmended by internat:onal organizations working out the definitions needed
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in national statisties 1) participation in Ureparations for the Revision of the
ICD m) study of spécial wroblams ralated shacifically to meortality, morbidlity
and othr fields of vital arnd health statistics n) wparticipation in international
and inter-country studizs o) stuly of new statistical methods for use in vital

and health statistics p) co-operation with othir countries.

Sore eommittees have been very active and the resulis of their Work have
been of benefit not only nationally but 21s0 intermationally. Regular nestings
of comuittees and subeco mittxes, the intersst of ismb2rs in the fis=ld of
statistics and hze1th, an asectivz secretariat closely involved with vital and
health stétistical services through daily contact, and suiteble administrative
and financial arrangements lmve been the conditions under which the activities

of ths committee have bezn able to Jdavelop succassfully,

In order to %=en each country informed about statistieal activities in others,
to stirmmlate statistical work, to :chisve a higher level of uniformity in
stitistical rethods and to achiave better international corpyrability, an exchange
service was started by JH) Headcwarters several vzars ago. National committzes
are expected to report their findings and recornencdations from time to tine
to the "THO Szpert Jommittee on Hzalth Statisties and to send in anual ro, oris
on thelr activities for international counsidar:tiion, clzzrance of nutional
viawnolints, nd co-ordination with the intarested statistic:2l sarvices of otler
intergovernmental orgsnizations", to anable all inforurtion to be circulated.
Howavar, ovzr tha nast fzw w2ars only o L countries nave tept /I routinely
informed of thedir vork and on their meetings. Sevaral countries have sent no
inforti=tion on changses in structure, organization of th2 cormmittee or embersaip.
The sexchange of information on the agtivities of mational committess vaz thus

handicaprad,

In the Jastern iediterransan Region, four countries have reported the

eatablishment of 2 witional cormittee on vital and h2slth statistics {Lebanon

A e e,
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in 1950; United Arab Republic in 1957; Israel in 1952, and Pakistan is on the
point of organizing the first meeting of the committee this ysar.) Two committaes
were very active for the first vears after establishment and several -documents

on their activities wers prepared but no further information appeared on their
work or on the organization, sdministrotion or othsr changes. No recent
information could therefore be given on their aftivities and achieverents and no
statement could be prapared on why the commitiee had not succeeded in iks
~ronosed work. There may obviously bs various reaszons which may have handicapped
the work of such a body. There mav also be others which did not ol low

the work of the committee +to develop at all. The cornditions in which natliomal
committess start their work in various countries are certainly different.

Therz are mny factors which mev influence thz dsvelopment of thair work and be
responsible for differsnt lsvels of success, 2.g., the stage of development

of vital and health statistical szrvices in the country, the method of selection
of members, the intersst of membesrs in the development of the vital and health
‘statistical sarvices, the working methods of the committee, administrative  and
finaneial arrangements and the engagement of the committee secretariat in regular
vital anmd h@alth statistical sirvices are some poiﬁts which may influence the

development of thoir work and be responsible for different levels of success.

The nsed for co-ordination of national efforts in the field of vital and
nealth statistics is widely agreed upon both from the national and international
point of viaew. It is furthsr f2lt that the exictemce of a co=ordinative
and advisory body in a country would be of great value in achileving such co-ordi-
nation, Therefore a criticzl analvsils of the activities of all four committees
since their establishment would be a great contribution to the study of rethods
of improving the work of ths national commitieses not only in the countriss under
discussion but in 21l countries with natiomal cormittzes and in thoses still
considerine their establishinent. The an&lvsis should €3ve: 2 detalled Teview
of the historical devzlopment of ths towmittess, a description of ths activities
undertaken amd results acnievad, an explanation of working- methods, resentation
of tha organization and structure of ths committee membership, adminmistridtive.

and financlal arramszments, the position of ths committee, its comseatence in
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undertaking different decisions on vital amd h:alth statistics in the country
and itsscope of responsibility, A discussion on which factors might have
prevented the further development of the committess and a decision on plans for

the future would also be very interesting to follow.

Further, it would be desirable to have - either during the conference
discussion or sent in later to WHO at Headguarters or to the Regional Office -
the opinions of those countries who have so far not established a national
cormittee on vital amd health statistics, on the value and usefulness cf a
Joint body, whatever its name and structure, and thzir views on the existing

possibilities and readiness to create such a body in the relevant countries,



